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Money Giveaways OK Now in Chicago, 


So Long as It’s in 


Chicago, July 29. 
Money giveaways, banned _ in 
Chicago theatres for some time by 


the city authorities, now coming to! 
the surface, but this time with the 


full backing of the municipal, state 
and federal powers due to a new 
twist that puts the givaways in the 
strictly patriotic classification and 
ties in directly with national defense. 

In a deal arranged by Allied here, 
theatres will run bingo regularly, 
the prizes to be in the form of U. S. 
defense bonds. 

Bingo for defense has found the 
full approval of Government agen- 
cies here which are backing the 
move solidly, seeing in the theatre 
bingo a new and strong avenue for 
moving thousands of dollars of de- 
fense bonds. 

While the stunt is a_ boxoffice 
angle for the theatres, the authori- 


+ 


US. Defense Bonds 





| Spewack’s Federal Post 


Sam Spewack, doing intelligence 
work for the government, flew to 
| England last Wednesday (23) in a 
| bomber being delivered to the RAF. 
| He arrived in London the following 
day. 
| How long Spewack will be abroad 
| isn’t known. His wife, Bella, is con- 
| tinuing the team’s writing activity 
|!on a Hollywood assignment at their 
New Hope, Pa., home. 





‘Monopoly’ Talk 
Vs, Shuberts On 


ties feel that the twist is satisfactory | 


due to the national point 
gained by getting defense bonds into 
the hands of a greatly widened circle 
of the public. 


Essaness circuit is leading 


of its theatres. With $200 as a 

starter, it is a cinch that this figure 

will go higher as soon as the various 
(Continued on page 41) 


Max Gordon Wants N.0. 
To Back ‘N.0.’ Operetta 





As Buildup for That City 


St. Louis, July 29. 

New idea in financing legit 
duction may evolve from ‘New Or- 
leans,’ the Oscar Hammerstein, II- 
Sigmund Romberg operetta which 
opened the Municipal Overa outdoor 
season here. Max Gordon, who 
plans to present the show on Broad- 
Way, 1s reported having proposi- 
tioned the city of New Orleans as 
one of the potential backers. 

Selling point is that it would 
publicize that city and that New 
Orleans should invest in the show, 
Probably through its Chamber of 
Commerce, as a matter of civic 
Pride. If it goes through it might 
become a vogue, 
naming shows after municipalities 
and getting backing from same. 

Another musical in the offing that 
should attract the attention of Louisi- 
anians, and which will debut nearer 
home, is ‘Mardi Gras,’ an operetta 
which J. J. Shubert will open in 
Dallas late in August, show being 


named after New Orleans’ annual 
carnival. 





_Understood that a number of 
ticket brokers have been asked to 
invest in ‘New Orleans,’ well re- 
8arded when it opened in St. Louis. 
Ticket people have participated in 
Gerdon productions in the past, but 
those were lush days along Broad- 
way. Suggested 
buy in for more modest amounts. 


to be| 


the | 
parade here and will disburse a min- | 
imum of $200 worth of bonds in each 


pro- | 


with managers | 


that the brokers'| 


Bway Theatres 


Talk of Broadway is what many 
showmen believe to be an attempt by 
the Shuberts to ‘monopolize’ control 
of the Stem’s legit theatres. Dur- 
ing the past three years they have 
acquired the operating rights to a 
flock of houses, mostly bank-owned. 
Recently, they added three more to 
string and are reported dick- 
trio. Shuberts will 
theatres on 44th 
exception of one 
nearly all on 45th 
the preferred 


their 
ering for another 
operate all the 
| street with the 
small spot and 
street. regarded as 
| Broadway location 
Reason for their grab of so many 
| theatres is debatable, but there is lit- 
tle doubt that they are in the po- 
to dictate sharing terms from 
managers’ productions. If that 
(Continued on page 47) 


SARATOGA TEES OFF; 
TOWN SEEMS WIDE OPEN 


Saratoga, N. Y., July 29. 

A heavy last night 
(Monday) severely marred the open- 
the major niteries at this 
one-month-run resort. Piping Rock, 
with the Copacabana Revue, and 
Arrowhead, with Hildegarde head- 
lining the floorshow, drew only 
sparse attendance. 

One thing not affected by the rain, 
'nor by the recent ukase of Governor 
Herbert Lehman, 
All were operating 
open and without a 
| ‘sneaking.’ 

Sporting gentry is of the opinion 
that the authorities will not get 
laround to enforcing Governor Leh- 
man’s edict against gambling until 
later on, when the 


sition 


41 
OUnNe!L 


downpour 


ings of 


last night wide 
semblance of 


snared the bulk of the play. After 


ithat thev don’t care 


were the casinos. | 
| John Paul Jones,’ 


race meet will} 
be nearly over and the casinos have | ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ based onthe 





| Litvak 


| 


| Coast, 
| stay at 


| City. 





CUMMER DRAMA 
HITS. JAGKPOT 


Tyrone Power and Annabella 
In ‘Liliom’ Selling Out Be- 
fore Westport Opening— 


Big Boxoffice Takings 
Everywhere 


STRAWHATS ON FIRE 


Strawhat far 
this season are breaking all previous 
records, according to returns from 
key spots in various parts of the 
country. Attendance through the 
month of July has been equal to and 
in some cases greater than the nor- 
mal figures for the month of August, 
always the best attended period of 
the season. Another punchy indica- 
tion is that early-week business has 
been far above that of former years. 

Pacing the bullish season is the 
forthcoming appearance of Tyrone 
Power and Annabella in a revival 
of ‘Liliom’ at the Country Play- 

(Continued on page 44) | 


BLUES CYCLE 


theatre grosses so 





BLOWING IN 


Apparently the Bing Crosby-Jack | 
Teagarden hookup in Paramount’s| 
‘Birth of the Blues’ film is the start | 
of a cycle of ‘blues’ productions. 
Warner Bros. has signed Jimmie 
Lunceford’s band to start work soon 
in ‘New Orleans lues.’” Anatole 
has been assigned to direct. 
Lunceford is the 
having recently finished a 
the Casa Manana, Culver 
Charlie Barnet replaced him. 


currently on 


Warners’ Many Biogs 


Physical action is the predominant 
note in the new series of biographies 


listed on the production slate at 
Warners. Following the wartime 
strain in ‘Sergeant York,’ comes 
‘They Died With Their Boots On, 


the saga of General George Custer. 
Others on the more active side are 
‘The Life of James J. Corbett,’ ‘Peary 
at the North Pole,’ ‘The Story of 
and ‘The Life of 
Winston Churchill,” who has led a 
stormy career since his youth. 

On the spiritual and artistic side 
are ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ dealing 
with the activities of a clergyman, 
and ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ the musical 
adventures of George Gershwin. 





career of George M. Cohan, is both 


musical and factual 





Y-HEY BIZ 


ASCAP-NBC Peace Almost Signed: 
Some Technicalities to Be lroned 





Pic on Howard Jones 





Hollywood, July 29. 
Within 24 hours after the death of 
Howard Jones, football coach of 
Southern California, Kozinsky Bros. 
announced a film based on his 


career, under the title, ‘Man of Troy.’ | 


George Bricker will the 


yarn. 


write 





Kern Scoring 
His Own Works 
For Symphony 


Cleveland, July 29. 
Jerome Kern’s first at- 
tempt, an abridged symphonic ver- 
sion of ‘Show Boat,’ is being preemed 
by Artur Rodzinski’s Cleveland Sym- 
Hall 
here in October as a result of their 


concert 


phony Orchestra in Severance 


new musical partnership. 
Kern took up the work of 

densing ‘Ol’ Man River’ and all the 

other hits 


con- 


at the 
Latter 
present the work in New York when 


of the show 


Sug- 


gestion of Rodzinski. will 


he appears there in November with 


the Philharmonic Orchestra. Local 
|conductor had the idea of a sym- 
|phonic arrangement of ‘Show Boat 
music for some time and had ap- 
proached several composers befei 
selling it to Kern 

Although Rodzinski won’t confirn 
the report, it’s said that he intend 
adding a section of modern swing 
sax men to his Severance Hall or- 
chestra for this unorthodox concert. 
It’s expected to be the highlight of 
the coming season. 


BERLE TO THE RESCUE 


OF STRANDED CHORINES ©: 





Chicago, July 29. 

. Milton Berle, appearing in a local 
nitery, last week came to the rescue 
of six chorus girls, 
York on a wild goose chase and 
stranded in town, Girls were booked 
into a south State Street spot known 
as the Chicago Art Theatre, 
when they arrived and got a load 
of the place, couldn't go through 
with it. 

This was on Sunday, and the only 
person they could reach was Berle, 
who gave them coin to pay hotel 
bill, return fare to New York and 
extras 


7% 
v— 


in from New | 


but | 





Preliminaries establishing the pos- 
of a deal between ASCAP 
and NBC have been worked out but 
after in the music war was 
first announced, and then again 
called off yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day), the whole question is en- 
meshed in legalities. The anti-trust 
;connotations threw a mantle of 
reticence over the negotiations. 
|These matters, plus the anti-ASCAP 
state laws, muddle the prospects of 
ja pronto signature. Meantime the 
network and the Society are agreed 
in basic terms, 2%% to be paid by 
the web and 2%% by its affiliated 
| station, subject to ratification by the 
| latter. 

It is possible another week’s work 
| by the lawyers will beat the formal 
| contract into shape for inking. Deal 





sibility 


peace 





will run for nine years and cover 
shortwave and frequency modulation 
contingencies, but not television, for 
which a separate deal will be worked 
out 

Network execs say meantime, if 
NBC programs use the same volume 
of music as heretofore, the perform- 


ince fees to ASCAP will probably 
be slightly in excess of recent pay- 
ments annually even at the reduced 
percentage. With CBS likely to fol- 
low, that means $3,000,000 a year to 
ASCAP from radio, including the 
already signatured Mutual Broad- 


casting System deal which was on a 
3% basis 


While only NBC is doing the talk- 
(Continued on page 37) 





‘Lullaby for Latins’ Is 
Xavier Cugat’s Concert 
Theme for Carnegie Hall 


Xavier Cugat is planning a short 
of concert dates using Latin- 


ican music played in symphonic 
tyle by a 72-piece band. First con- 
cert is scheduled for an indefinite 
date in October at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., but the others may be staged 


at the Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, 
|; and at the Hollywood Bowl. Idea is 
to further Latin-American goodwill. 

All of the music played at the con- 
certs, at least at the Carnegie Hall 
will not be conducted by 
who will use the 14-piece 
band he’s currently conducting at the 
Waldorf hotel, N. Y., as the nucleus 
of the 72-man crew. Hector Villa- 
lovos, Brazilian composer and cone 
ductor, has been asked to partici- 
pate, as has Carlos Chavez, Mexican 
conductor. Joaquin Win, Cuban 
composer, has been asked to write 
special material for the dates. Cugat 
himself will baton a Fabian Andre 
arrangement and composition titled 
‘Lullaby for Latins’ and as the finale 
of the program will single out his 
own bandmen for a set of the melo- 
dies for which his bunch is best 
known, 

Consuls of various Latin-American 
‘oun will attend. 
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Book on Sime, by Dayton Stoddard, 
As Reviewed in N. Y. Sunday Mirror 





—— 


By Jack Lait 


I took from my pocket a soft-gold 
Cartier cigarette case, in the inside 
cover of which was engraved a fac- | 
simile of the signature of Sime Sil- | 
verman and the date Sept. 27, 1924. 
I lit a smoke, smiled and picked up 
the first sheet of the slick galley 
proofs. The title ‘Lord Broadway’ 
(Wilfred Funk, $3), soured the 
smile: I didn’t like it. Sime wouldn't | 
have liked it. And this was to be) 
the biography of Sime, Variety's 
Sime and Sime’s Variety. He was | 
no lord and never wanted to be. I 
read on. 

Dayton Stoddart’s book started off | 
chronologically — the pre-VarIeTyY | 
days and nights when Sime was a 
bookkeeper, when he met his red- 
headed Hattie, when he proposed, 
was married, started fiddling with 
show business and _ its press, | 


launched VarreTy on a_ borrowed 
shoestring and tore with all his| 
energy, guts, faith and principle into 
his lifework of building and leaving | 
behind the greatest trade paper the | 


world has ever known. 


The writing was flamboyant, flow- 
ery, rhetorical and in spots lyrical. 
I fancied what Sime, with his stub 
pencil, would have done to it, as he 
copy-read all the redundant and 
windy verbosity, muttering ‘Aw, 
nerts!’ 

On and on I turned the proof 
sheets—and to the fadeout. 

Yes, stripped of its wide detours, 
its fantastic imaginations, its many 
asides and its vindictive misuse of 
the biography of a gentleman to pay 
off old personal scores of the author, 
it did form a picture of the man, of | 
Sime. 


Though many essential facts and | 








observations were left out—and I| an unbiased opinion on a book about 


don’t mean scandal, which Sime al- 
ways despised and never published— 
the layman could extract a por- 
trait of a hard-headed, soft-hearted 
giant; a battling, forgiving he-fel- 


low; a fearless editor, an adoring | 


father, a prodigal host, a hard-bitten 
realist though a sentimental sucker 
—all of which was Sime. 


And still it was not Sime. 
Sime stewed, playing the piano, is 


| That most of the facts, 


| done 


| ‘sOur 


|‘A Tommy in the U.S.A.’ 


but it might well have yielded its 
space to facts about the main sub- 


ject. far more thrilling if not so 
lurid. 
All this is unfortunate. The life 


of Sime was a natural and would be 
written, Now, maybe, a real biog- 
rapher will be discouraged for years 
to come. 

That a certain amount of it was 
from the feed-bag is unquestionable. 
when the 
script is reciting facts, are the Mc- 
Coy is uncontestable. 

‘Lord Broadway’ is an interesting 
evening’s reading. There are laughs 
as well as melodrama—some of each, 
standard bromides often dragged in 
and ‘credited’ in the established 
press-agent method for punch lines. | 

Stoddard would have done better 
to stick to his vanity-publisher-heel- 
libertine, which has the making of a 
book and of a motion picture (Sime 
would like that notice; it’s got the 
show business angle), and then have 
some more leg-work and 
knocked off the story of Sime, 
straight and sure—as Variety would 
have done it. 

‘Lord Broadway’ is hot reading in 
spots and the life of Sime in others. 
It may interest those who didn’t 
know Sime. It wili puzzle those 
who knew him best and loved him 
most, 





Variety will not review ‘Lord 
Broadway.’ 

The reason is that Sime is someone 
about whom VaRIETy cannot be im- 
partial. Another point is that those 
interested would tag VARIETY’s re- 
view, plug or pan, as ‘logrolling’ or 
grapes’—and they would be 
about right. 

Besides which, if there were any- 
one on VARIETY capable of writing 


Sime, the rest of the staff wouldn't 
talk to him.—Ed. 





Noblesse Oblige © 


20th-Fox is now about to reverse 
the English on its ‘Yank in the RAF.’ 
It has staked a claim to the label 





Following Yarn Around 





Hollywood, July 29. 

Ernest Hemingway’s novel, ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls,’ will be filmed 
in chronological order as result of a 
decision by B. G. DeSylva, exec- 
utive producer at Paramount. 

Idea is that the players will do 
better work if they keep in step with 
the progress of the story, even 
though it will add time and money 
to the production costs. 





Warners to Bankro!l 
Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes, 
Ist on B’way, Then Pix 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Eddie Cantor last week closed a 
deal with Warners to finance his 
production of ‘Banjo Eyes’ on Broad- 
way, which later will be made into 
a picture on the Burbank lot. Plan 
is to open the play at the Holly- 
wood theatre in New York in No- 
vember for a run until summer, 
after which Cantor and other names 
in the cast will come to the Coast 
for the filming. 

Stage piece will be a musical, 
streamlined version of ‘Three Men 
On a Horse,’ with Izzy Ellinson and 
John Quillen now working on the 
script. Cantor and Al Lewis, who 
produces, are negotiating with Rodg- 
ers and Hart and other songwrit- 
ing teams to concoct the score. The 
original “Three Men’ comedy, co- 
authored by John Cecil Hahn and 
George Abbott, was produced some 
seasons ago by Alex Yokel, later 
being filmed by Warners. Yokel 
won’t be concerned in the new ver- 
sion. 


It will mark Cantor’s first appear- 
ance in a Broadway play since 1928, 
when he was starred in ‘Whoopee.’ 

The new WB film-stage alliance 
nullifies all negotiations Cantor had 
to produce and release via United 
Artists. 








Anita’s Strawhatter 


Branford, Conn., July 29. 
Anita Louise, film actress, stars in 
‘The Swan,’ by Ferenc Molnar, at the 
Montowese Playhouse, here, the 
week of Aug. 5 to Aug. 9. 
The American Actors Company is 
presenting. 





preposterous; Sime bawling me out 
and telling me what kind of people 


eouldn’t work for him is impossible 
and categorically somebody’s inven- 
tion; Sime dropping $200,000 on the 
CLYPPER (it was $40,000) is wrong. 
Sime with a blonde in his lap in a 
public joint is hard to envision. 
Why did the first and belated biog- 
raphy of Sime, whom so many living 
people still remember so vividly, 
have to be in the form of a histori- 
cal novel? A plain setup of the fabu- 
lous facts would be far more dra- 
matic. 
“And in a search for those facts. if 


Vague Stories 


When It's Summer-Hot at the Airport 


Come Winging In 





By GEORGE FROST 





If all the news items from La 
|Guardia Field during the last half- 
| a-fortnight were laid end to end,| 
| everyone would be better off. The| 
|New York Municipal Airport has 
| been withering under the summer 





studio and half-an-hour later were 
doing their stuff as the cameras 
recorded their act, less than 24 hours 


N. Y. telephone call, designating the 
costumes they wanted. 
Hildegarde in from Chi. 


| heat and the lads and lassies of the| This seven-day slice of July saw 
| headlines have ducked | ' Chi ie 
b t < . enic j i om Chicago to land in New York 

gh : ? ,| Shelters and scenic iceboxes, leaving | #° ; ; 
Pe ao t a a + ig es | wide, open gaps in reportorial note-| aboard a TWA flying freighter, after 
se & persons he names | books. a short visit in the Capital of Cattle, 


and who are easily available, for ac- | “i ' : : 
y ora The cool of the local pressroom, Crime and Capone. With Hilde- 


the author didn’t know Sime well 
enough to have them without notes, 


curacy. My telephone number is in ; vans } } Os 
the + Tirwag ae I knew powder | accented with tall, chilling you-| ag was Anna Sosenko, her man- 
about Sime offhand than Stoddard | know-whats, imported from the Th 


; e x The Clipper-ships of Pan-Ameri- 
could with _ workmanlike research, oe aune oe te gpa —. can Airways toted their quota of 
which he didn’t complete. I lived largosy of the airways, many of| trans-Atlantic transients. An _ in- 
oe Sime; as he says, I was eaten | which desl with the folks whe are | bound Clipper-tripper was Arthur E. 
ght —_ Sime—and what I didn’t) jow fugitives from the furnaces of Barrett, of the British Broadcasting 
see myself Sime told me. the North Beach airdrome. One of | CO™pany, bound for the English 
Stoddard speaks generously of me | these tidbits of gossip concerns the | wavelength corporation’s N, Y. of- 
in several spots, but falsely in one way Veloz and Yolanda. of the dance | “ces for a three-month stay with a 
that counts. He makes a point of | hoards, were aided and abetted by| ™€Ss of military secrets on his mind; 
Sime’s displeasure with those who} Air Express in holding down a cur-| #4 also the London Daily Mirror's 
‘dish it out but can’t take it.’ Sime! rent contract on the Coast. | John Monks, aviation editor, who has 
never said any such thing. But| Vv & Y, the story goes, were in San| been touring with the RAF. and 
Stoddard may profit by his own idea, | Francisco when they received the! now plans to scribble a series On 
inserted into Sime’s mouth. For} nod that, the following day, they| ¥@™kee aerial tactics. 
Stoddard dishes it out With a shovel,| were to start a celluloid short in | Composer's Kin to Lisbon 
frequently in defiance of the laws of Hollywood. Legend has it that the| Mrs. Rosemary de Swert Albeniz, 
libel, decency and common good | costumes they needed for the reel| daughter-in-law of the late Isaac 
taste, | were in the care of Kathryn Kuhn’s! Albeniz, the Spanish composer, was 
Through the medium of the life-| West 57th Street emporium and| among the Atlantic Clipper’s out- 





story of a beloved Broadway figure, 
he siathers venom against the 
Messrs. Shubert, often going far 
afield and surely far from biographi- 
cal field, to draw caricatures in 
vitriol. And, running as a black 
thread of secondary plot, is a series 
of bitter sketches of an unsavory 
Jecherous, larcenous louse, 
identified though under an alias, 
whose sole contact with Sime’s life 
and career was a charity job Sime 


gave him after the chiseller had | lowing, as it usually does, shortly be- 
| hind, 


done a stretch for blackmail. 

This deKobra method of recital ; 
end exposition may pep up the opus | 
as a Broadway expose for-the sticks, | 


easily | 


| V & Y would have no others. 


|N. Y. was made the afternoon that 
| the dance team boarded a plane from 
| Frisco town to Los Angeles. At 8:30 
| o'clock the same evening, the N. Y. 
| wrapped and delivered to the bag- 
| gage master of the outgoing Trans- 
Continental & Western Air Strato- 
liner, then readying for its daily 
flight to the Coast. 

Came the dawn, with 8:38 a.m. fol- 


| costume concern had the garments} 





and the sTWAtoliner rolled | 
into the L. A. airport to be met by an 
anxious Veloz and Yolanda, who| 
grabbed their garb, hustled off to the 


bound passengers, bound for Lis- 


A telephone call from S. F. to, bond to rejoin her husband, Alfonso, 


after five months here with friends. 

Russell Birdwell was a welcome 
sight to the airport’s contingent of 
paragraph-placers when the author, 
press agent and newspaperman sat 
down here from L. A. aboard the 
sTWAtoliner. Birdwell was accom- 
panied by Ed Thorgersen, radio and 
newsreel sports commentator. 

Joan Bennett chose the American 
Airline to return to L. A., making a 
one-day stopover in Chicago (25) 
while Lois January, musical comedy 
singer, whose looks belie her sur- 
name, expressed on American to the 
end of the carline, 


—— 








THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





++ 


Chicago, July 29. 

Still working at the Chez Paree. Chez Paree, that’s French for ‘Come 
and see us—but bring money.’ 

Jack Benny in town. He invited me to dinner at his home in Wauke- 
gan. How much ‘Jello’ can a guy eat? 

Went to Arlington Park last week. Beautiful place—it’s the nicest track 
I ever sneaked into. 

Mayor Kelly sat in a box, Jack Benny sat in a box. I had my lunch too, 

The horse I bet on must have belonged to a taxidermist. Half-way 
around the track the jockey stuck a hatpin in him-and sawdust came out. 


Broadway Dept. 


Monte Proser writes that the herrings at Lindy’s are having a battle 
with Lindy—they want top billing on the menu. 

Charles Laughton wired he saw a picture that was so bad the program 
should have read ‘60 Minutes Suffering Time.’ 

Broadway Sam's clothes are so loud the moths in his closet have to wear 
dark glasses and ear stoppers. 


a Holly woodiana 


Olsen and Joknson, who are on the Coast making a picture, have tough 
competition—Governor Olsen and Senator Johnson. 

Business was so slow at the Band-Box Cafe the boss asked Jackie Green 
(the mimic) to impersonate a customer 

Joe Frisco and his adlibs have been missing from Hollywood so long 
all the gag writers have gone back to their files. 

Don Ameche knows a rabbit’s foot that carries a man around with it 
for good luck. 
Music Department 


Do you think B. M. I. songs will bring back Mussolini? 

Just found out what a questionnaire is: ‘Uncle Sam’s quiz show of the 
year.’ 

Radio Department 

There’s a certain band leader who deserves plenty of air time—in an 
oxygen tent: 

Bobby Ramos knows a crooner who sang ‘Goodbye Now’ so often his 
sponsor made it come true. 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor 


That Rudy Vallee had a fight with his nose and is now singing through 
his eyes . . That 20th Century-Fox just formed a new bowling team 
consisting of Laird Cregar . . That Gargantua is carrying a torch for 
Broadway Rose... That I. J. Fox came to Hollywood because he heard 
there were plenty of wolves on Vine street. 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Howard and Shelton: Corn-Fuscious . . . Bob Hope: Caught in the 
Laugh . . . Broadway Rose: Sleepy Time Ghoul . . Skinnay Ennis: A 
Baton with Legs... Gertrude Niesen: Today I am a Man-sion., 

a Observation Department 

Understand Jesse Lasky wants to buy the story of my life—but Walt 
Disney won’t sell. 

Don’t allow my mother to go to the movies anymore. Every time she 
sees a Bob Hope picture it takes her three or four days to get used to me. 

Jerry Bergen (the little man who wasn’t there) got a beautiful sun-tan 
by sitting under two gloworms. 

Eavesdropped at the Blackhawk: He had plenty on the ball—but a chain 
held kim back. 

Eavesdropped at 606 Club: Her life was an open book—a bankbook. 

Eavesdropped at the Drake Hotel: Is she going well? She’s in the mink 
of condition. 

My brother (the one who saves Want Ads) just got a new job. He cer- 
tifies checks—the ones that the horse players put alongside their selections 
on the scratch sheets. 

Whatever Became of: 


Lord & Fuller 
Cesar Rivoli 
Fain & Dunn 


Brendel & Burt 
Lorraine & Neal 
Three Shades of Brown 


‘ Afterpiece 
Hollywood is the place where married men play single—and single men 
play the field. . 





Nelson Eddy, Rise Stevens | Augustin Lara Sells 





| Rise Stevens, mezzo of the Met, | 
after they had made the S. F. 1, |and Nelson Eddy recorded an album | 


Record Metro ‘Chocolate’ Brazil on a Combination 
Mexican-Rio Music Show 


}of records for Columbia this week 
| featuring selections from their Metro 


picture, ‘The. Chocolate Soldier.’ 





HARRY COHN DiVORCED 


Columbia Prexy’s Wife Gets Reno 
Decree; Married 18 Years 
Reno, July 29. 

Mrs. Rose Barker Cromwell Cohn, 
married to Harry Cohn, president of 
Columbia Pictures, since 1923, has 
been granted a divorce here on the 
grounds of separation. They have 
|been living apart for years. 

The next Mrs. Cohn is reported to 
|be Joan Perry, featured player, for- 
i'merly under Columbia contract and 
now with Warner Bros. 

A property settlement has been 
arranged between the Cohns. He’s 
reported to be in New York at pres- 
ent on business, although their legal 
residence is California. 

















Cohn Back to Hoilywood 
Hollywood, July 29. 


Other selections included popular | 
into heat| the charming Hildegarde clip clouds | S°"8S and light classics. 


Agustin Lara, Mexico’s No. 1 ro- 


| 

} 

| Mexico City, July 29. 
| mantic 


song writer who has per- 
|formed in Hollywood, has obtained 
jaid of the Mexican ambassador to 


3razil in advancing his proposition 
| that the Brazilian government sub- 
lsidize a Mexican-Brazilian revue 
| company, featuring selected music, 
| songs and dances of both republics, 
ifor a tour of Central and South 
| America. 

| Lara, who has about sold the 
| Brazilian administration on the idea 
that his revue will be swell Pan- 
|American propaganda, has rounded 
lout 14 solid weeks in Rio de Janeiro 
theatres. 





Brenda Joyce Seeks To 
Recover Coin From Cop 





Mexico City, July 29. 
Police Chief Gen. Miguel Z. Mar- 


tinez has started an investigation of 
written charges made by film actress 
Brenda Joyce that a member of the 
local corps of policemen, Jesus 
Ibarra Esparza, failed to return to 
her money she gave him to hold 
while she went with the Hollywood 
Good Willers on their flying visit 
here last April 12-14. Miss Joyce 
told the chief that she gave part of 
her coin to the cop for ‘safe keeping,’ 
but that she was so busy fiestaing 
that she and he failed to see each 
other again. 

The obliging lawman, the actress 
said, has neglected + answer several 


Harry Cohn, Columbia president, 
planes in tomorrow (Wednesday) 
from New York, where he spent a 
month in parleys on the company’s 
selling plan and studio budgets. 

He'll remain here indefinitely. 


Quickie Is the Word 


Hollywood, July 29. 
It took Sam Coslow seven days 
to produce the first batch of 28 
soundies for Mills Novelty Co. at 
Fine Arts studio. 
Contract calls for 180 more. 








Di- 


letters she wrote him regarding the 








rector is Josef Berne, 


| kale and sending it back to her. 
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Gabby Harpo Marx Makes ‘Dinner’ 


Dizzier; Kaufman, Hart Good, Too 





By GEORGE ROSEN 
New Hope, Pa., July 29. 

Harpo talks—and just try and stop 
him! 

The celebrated comic pantomimist 
of the House of Marx is having him- 
self a time this week playing Banjo 
(alias Harpo) in the Kaufman-Hart 
Jaughpiece, ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner.’ at the Bucks County Play- 
house here and at last night’s (Mon- 
day) opening performance he played 
it to the hilt. A celebrity-packed au- 
dience that suggested a preem on 


west 45th street saw one of the crazi- | 


est performances ever of one of last 
year’s craziest shows. 

In addition to Harpo as Banjo, 
George S. Kaufman has taken over, 
beard and all, Monty Wooley’s role 
and wheel chair, while Moss Hart. is 
vedy, 
role of Beverly Carlton, 

For Harpo to ‘stick to his lines’ is 
something entirely out of this world. 
Breaking a 25-year stage silence (the 
Jast time he ‘spoke’ was in a Texas 
vaude house while touring with the 
family in a skit called ‘Fun in Hi 
Skul,’ the zaney’s’ transformation 
was nothing 
funny. Reports that Harpo found 
the going tough during rehearsals 
and pleaded with Kaufman and Hart 
for permission to toss the script out 
of the window and ad lib through 
the part are entirely vpfounded. 
That is, all but the ad libbing. Harpo 
came to the initial rehearsal letter- 
perfect and tonight stuck to the orig- 
inal lines with a fidelity that even 
astonished the authors. But there 
was no restraining him and what he 
did to Banjo is something the ‘mil- 

(Continued on page 45) 


PONS-KOSTY SET 


NEW DELL HIGH: 


Philadelphia, July 29. 
attendance record for the 
Robin Hood Dell shattered last 
Tuesday (22) when 13,500 persons, 
double the normal seating capacity, 
paid approximately $12,000 to hear 
the joint concert of Lily Pons and 
Andre Kostelanetz. Previous attend- 
ance record was held by Alec Tem- 
pleton who drew 12,300 persons at 
the gate Aug. 8, 1940. 

Last week proved the most suc- 
cessful from a boxoffice standpoint | 
in the Dell’s history, with a total of 
29,600 for four concerts during the 
week. The best previous week was 
the one beginning June 25, 1940, at 
Which 23,504 attended for | 
five concerts. 


In addition to the 13,500 persons at 


Another 


persons 


the Pons-Kostelanetz concert, the 
Other attendance figures for last 
week are: Charles O’Connell con- 
cert, Monday (21), 4,000: Lucy Mon- 
roe and James Melton, Thursday 
(24), 8,000, and ‘Philadelphia Finds’ 


program, Friday (25), 4,100. Latte: 


program included a ‘Musiquiz’ con- 
test, after the regular concert, spon- 
sored by the Philadelphia Record, 
he Dell and RCA-Victor. 


Added starters to the list of Robin 
Hood Dell soloists are Larry Adler, 
harmonica virtuoso, and Audre 
Mildmay, co-founder of the Giende- 
bourne Mozart Festival in England. 

Adler will appear next Thursday 
(7) with Miss Mildmay set for the 


following night, the final concert of 
the season. 


Start Acting, Junior | 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Fairbanks, Jr., recently 
from a good will tour of 
South America, went to work yes- 
terday (Mon.) as star in the dual | 
role in ‘The Corsican Brothers,’ an | 
Edward Small production at General 


Douglas 
returned 


vedy Noel Coward-ish in the | 


short of convulsively | 


| plane 


| ‘ 
‘and sent to 


|New 
i test of her. 





Familiar Props 


a 





New Hope, Pa., 

When George 
reached Bucks 
house here, which is practically 
in his backyard, for dress re- 
hearsals the other night he 
looked around the set of ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,” in 
which he is co-starring with 
Moss Hart and Harpo Marx this 
week. 

‘Looks’ kinda familiar, the 
-thespian playwright muttered. 

‘It should,’ replied strawhat 
producer Theron Bamberger. ‘It’s 
from your living room.’ 

Kaufman's daughter, Anne, is 
prop gal for Bucks barn. 


July 29. 
S. Kaufman 











| Jouvet’s S.A. Tour 
| Held to Be Goodwill 


Builder for Vichy 





July 22. 

Announcement that the 
theatrical company of Louis Jouvet, 
coming to South 
despite difficulties 
has aroused un- 
Theatre cir- | 


| ‘ 

| Buenos Aires. 
| 

| 

| 


| Parisian star, is 
America on tour 
caused by the war 
usual speculation here. 


cles can’t figure out exactly w hy | 
Vichy permitted the troupe to go} 
| but general belief is that it’s in- 


tended as a propaganda move, okayed, 
if indirectly, by the Nazis. 

It's pointed out that Jouvet and 
other A-1 groups have been coming 
from Paris to S. A. for years and 
| that with the fall of France many 
predicted that such jaunts would 
end. This seemed to be the case, not 
only with French companies but | 
Spanish groups as well, such trips in 
war time being considered too ex- 
pensive and difficult, especially when 
it was considered how hard it 
for any Europeans to get visas to 
come here. 


Sudden announcement that the 
French group is coming means, in 
| the opinion of those best qualified to | 
size up the situash, that Vichy has 
decided that it would be an excel- 
lent goodwill move to have at least 
one French company continue to 


come to S.A 
being that it 
tural 


Wilcox, Neagle Abroad 
For Brit. Flying Film 


Anna Neagle goers Herbert Wilcox 
shoved off for England, via land 
and clipper, to film the life of 


as in years past, theory 


proves everything cul- 


goes on as usual, despite war. 


Amy Johnson, Britain’s leading 
woman flyer who recently died in 
her country’s air service. 
Screenplay is being written by 
Lord Castlerosse British novelist 
t ollat 1 } wit J ne Molli- 
F ed fo e D 
} tualos ne Londor € ly 
il Me 5( Va the divo ced 
a f the \ x 


N.C. Gal’s Face ‘Got’ Metro 


Ava Gardner, 18-year-old North 
Carolina gal, was signed by Metro 
the Coast last week after 
eastern talent execs for the company 
saw her picture in a high school 
paper. They were so struck by the 
photo they had the gal come to 
York and made a quick screen 


had 
lence. 
role in 
her in its 


no previous dra- 

Metro has no 
mind for her but 
stock training 


has 
expel 


She 
matic 
particular 
will put 
school. 

EDDIE DOWLING’S LOAF 
Hollywood, July 28. 
Eddie Dowling is vacationing here 


Service for United Artists release. | with his family after closing 
Gregory Ratoff directs, with Akim northwest tour of ‘Time of Your | 

Tamiroff. J. Carroll Naish and John | Life.’ 

Emery in featured roles. / He returns east this weekend. 








@ounty ~ Play-~ 





French | 


NBC SETS BIG 


| Negro program of its existence for 
|a broadcast on Aug, 12 over 


was | 


| Joey,’ 
| formance, on 
| make her 
| Monday for RKO studios, where she 
has been assigned to ‘Fou 
the |a Queen.’ 


jit opened last fall. 


EARLY B’WAY LEGIT SEASON 





10 PREMIERES — 


IN OLPTEMBER 


40 New Shows 
Stages of Production— 
Former Trend Was to! 
Hold Back Until Mid-Fall 


in Various. 


SUMMER TRYOUTS 








The Broadway legit season for | 
! 
1941-42 is likely to get started sooner | 


| than for the last half a dozen years. | 


From indications there will be at 
least 10 premieres during September. 
For various reasons the trend has 
been to hold back new shows until 
mid-fall. Last season most of the 
fall period had passed before a win- 
ner arrived, a very slim bunch of 
new shows having opened up to that 
time. August formerly saw at least | 
some debuts, but none are definitely 
carded so far. 


’ 
Labor Day, once the starting! 
period, is the approximate date set! 


for several shows this coming sea- 
(Continued on page 19) 








ALL-NEGRO 
CONCERT 


| and 


| from 








To Trek toS.A.; Latter's 3-Mo. Survey 





? —$—$__—___ 


Major David Niven 





London, July 1. 

David Niven has been pro- 
moted from captain to major, 
with his showfolk friends cele- 
brating event by giving all-star 
concert to his regiment. 

Those taking part were Flana- 
gan and Alien, Leslie Henson, 
Arthur Riscoe, Debroy Somers 
and band, Teddy Brown, Naun- 
ton Wayne, Cyril Smith, Zoe 
Gail and Nervo and Knox. 


Radio Broadcasts Mark 
Hoblitzele’s 35th Anni: 


Use Abe Lyman’s Music 











Fort Worth, July 29. 


The Interstate Theatres 


Circuit | 


George J. Schaefer, RKO prez, and 
Phil Reisman, company’s foreign 
| manager, will accompany Jock Whit- 
|ney to South America on Aug. 20, 
| according to present plans. They'll 
attend the opening of ‘Fantasia’ in 
| Buenos Aires. 

Although Schaefer is seriously 
| figuring on going, it is possible that 
| developments in the meantime may 
‘interfere with his plans. In that 
| case, Reisman alone will accompany 
Whitney, who heads the film divi- 
;sion of the Rockefeller Committee 
on South American Relations. 

Following the ‘Fantasia’ opening, 
| Whitney will go off on his own for 
/a three-month tour of Latin America, 
| He aims to meet as many represen- 
| tatives of both the U. S. and S. A, 
|industry as possible, explaining to 
oo what the Rockefeller group is 

ng and plans to do, and getting 
pone advice on what other steps 
| should be taken. He feels that only 
by getting first-hand knowledge of 


will sponsor a series of four broad-/| the situation can the good-will work 


casts over the Texas Quality Net- 


work from four Texas cities in con- | 


junction with the observance of the 
35th Anniversary celebration 
throughout the state by Interstate! 
houses honoring Karl Hoblitzelle, | 
head of the Interstate group, the) 
amusement pioneer of Texas. | 
The Interstate programs will be! 
| heard on four successive Sundays 
'from 8:45 to 9:15 p.m. through sta- 
| tions WBAP, here; WFAA, Dallas; 
KURC, Houston, WOAI, San Antonio 
stations in Weslaco’ and) 
Amarillo. First broadcast will be 
the stage of the Metropolitan 


| theatre in Houston on Aug. 3: Second 


| from 





NBC is booking the biggest all- 


the blue | 


network from 10 to 10:45 p.m. The 
NBC symphony orchestra, will mi 
under Dean Dixon. 

General George Marshall will | 


speak from Washingon, and Noble | 
Sissle will be m.c. Leonard Depaur 

and his male chorus will appear, and 
negotiations are pending with Seni 


Louis, Marian Anderson, Dorothy | 
Maynor, Paul Robeson and Roland 
Hayes. 


Eddie Leonard, 70, 
Found Dead in N. Y.; 


Famed as Minstrel 


Eddie Leonard, one of 
minstrel and vaudevilie 
of bygone days, was 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon in 
the Imperial hotel, New York, 24 
hours after his wife, the former 
Mabel Russel, had reported him to 
the police as missing their 
apartment in the King hotel 


on West 44th 


the 
headliners 
found dead 


great 


from 
Edw al rd 


street, a few blocks 


n how business, Leonard died in 
um$tances and 
For the past 14 years his earning: 
were very small and his last job of 
any consequence was at Billy Rose’s 
Diamond Horseshoe for 10 months 
up until March, 1941. Rose paid 
him around $100 weekly; at his 
(Continued on page 46) 


pitiful circ obscurity 





June Havoc’s RKOer 


June Havoc pulled out of George 
Abbott’s Broadway musical, ‘Pal 
after Saturday’s (26) per- 
a leave of absence to 
film debut. She entrained 


Jacks and 


Sister of Gypsy Rose Lee has kad 


{a top spot in the Abbott show since | staked out 


‘ | 





by Gregory La C: 


| Vietory’:; 


Majestic, San Antonio, on 
Aug. 10; third from the Majestic, 
Dallas, on Aug. 17, and will wind up 
with a broadcast here on the stage’ 
of the Worth theatre on Aug. 24. 

Broadcasts will include Abe 
seat iddctctate on page 44) 


LOMBARD, BEERY ON 
ONE-PIC DEALS AT U 


Hollywood, July 29. 





Carole Lombard = and Wallace 
Beery have been signed to one- 
picture deals for Universal's 1941-42 


program. 


‘My Giri Godfrey,’ to be directed 
ava, is Miss Lom- 

Beery, on loan 
‘Butch Minds 


a Damon Runyon tale. 


bard’s assignment. 
from Metro, 
the Baby,’ 


Ballet Russe 3-Reeling 
For Warners in Paste! 


stars in 


Hollywood, July 29 
As a supplement to single bills, 
Warners ha rranged a deal through 
the Willia Morri agency’ to film 
I aS of three-ree] Te hi olor 
lances performed 
\ € B Ru e de Monte Carlo 
Filming starts late next month 
} Gaite Pa enne’ eading off, 
1 ‘Cap! ») Espa ol’ to follow 
Studio plar to shoot at least two of 
ne fe irett vefore the troupe 
leaves the Hollywood Bowl, where it 


is currently performing 


Havin’ a ‘V’ Wave 


Britain’s new ‘V’ campaign and 
David O. Selznick’s registration of 
*“...— ” (Morse code for V) as a 
potential picture title gave at least 
six other film companies the same 
idea. They came through in-rapid 
succession with other labels for pix 
based on the ‘V’ 

RKO, Metro, 


idea. 

United Artists 
Universal (in that order) all 
claim to just the letter ‘V... RKO 
and 20th-Fox also sought ‘V Is for 
Universal followed Selz- 
nick in claiming ‘V for Victory’; UA 
‘V Army’ and Paramount 
‘The V Rebellion.’ 


and 
laid 


| the actors. 


(Continued on page 46) 


Rain-Drenched Show 
Goes on for Soldiers 
Per the Or Tradition 


Fort Monm< iit N. J., 
Michael Todd put on a 
last night (Monday) for the soldiers 
under the worst possible conditions, 
among them a heavy downpour, and 
long before it was over a new type 
of civilian hero was discovered— 
Ignoring. suggestions that 





July 29. 
show here 


they call the whole thing off, the 
performers’ insisted upon going 
through with their mission and an 


audience of some 7,000 service men, 


(Continued on page 45) 


‘Private Yoo Hoo’ 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Paramount will make ‘Private Yoo 
Hoo’ with Eddie Bracken starred. 
Yarn based on recent General Ben 
Lear incident. 
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20th Balks at B&K Rushing ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ Into Chi With But Little Adv. 





v 


Chicago. July 29. | 
Balaban & Katz and 20th Century- 
Fox film exchange are at grips over 
the first-run booking of ‘Charley's | 
Aunt’ (Jack Benny), the distributor | 
having refused to book the film into 
the Chicago theatre, flagship of the 
B&K circuit, without assurance of 
sufficient advance advertising cam- 
paign. Circuit wanted the film for 
opening Friday (1), without benefit 
of weekend advance publicity bally. 
Exchange turned down the request. 
Report in film row is that B&K 
sought a substitute feature in place 
of ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Par), 
previously announced for the date. 
Refusal of 20th-Fox to ‘cooperate’ 
has the trade talking, as Chicago 
Theatre dates are eagerly sought 
with playing time divided between 
the affiliated Paramount, Metro., 
Warners, Columbia and 20th. 
Understood B&K has notified 20th- 
Fox that advance bookings pencilled 
in might preclude a first-run at the 
Chicago for the Benny film until late 
in the fall. Film exchange declares, 
however, that the feature, which is 
one of its new season’s leaders under 
the Consent Decree, is deserving of 
bigger advance buildup than is pos- 
sible with only two or three days’ 
newspaper and trailer campaign. 


Loew's 40-Week Net 
Declines 7006 Since 
1940 to $7,206,466 


Net préfit of Loew's declined more | 
than $700,000 in the first 40 weeks of | 
the company’s fiscal year ending | 
June 5 as compared with correspond- 
ing period a year ago. Company’s | 
ehare net profit after taxes, but be- | 
fore reserve on account of frozen 
foreign funds and other restrictions, 
totalled $7,206,466 as against $7,996,- 
394 in the 40-week period ended June 
6, 1940. This is equivalent to $3.92 
©n common shares against $4.39 in 
the 1940 period, and equal to $52.98 
on preferred comnared with $58.49. 

Peculiar part about breakdown of 
figures is that more than $500,000 or 
the greater portion of the decreased 
earnings is represented by increased 
federal taxes. Loew’s reserve for 
federal income taxes 
$2,275.726 or around $500,000 greater 
than $1,755.306 in the 1940 period of 
40 weeks. 

Company’s share of operating 
profit before reserve for contingen- 
cies, depreciation and reserve for 
federal income taxes amounted to 
$15,210.462 as against $15,594,078 in 
comparable period of the previous 
fiscal year. Loew's again set aside 
$3,100,000 for contingencies as in the 
preceding year’s period. Reserve for 
depreciation was listed as $2,628,270 











amounted to| 


Oboler Gets the Light 


Hollywood, July 29. 
First chore for Arch Oboler under 
his new producer-director-writer 
contract at 20th-Fox is the scripting 
of ‘Red Lights, which he will prob- 
ably direct. 
Mark Hellinger is producer, 


Shorts May Come 
Into Importance 


With “42 Selling 


Outlook for a stronger lineup of 
shorts in 1941-42 is brighter than at 
any time in recent years, or since 
double-features became prevalent in 
more than 50% of U.S. film theatres. 
Nearly every one of the five major 
companies which will sell under the 
Consent Decree is attempting to bol- 
ster the quality along with the pro- 
duction outlay for the coming sea- 
son. 


Consequently whether the selling 
of shorts is done more on merit and 
without any tie-in with features (an 
obvious intention of the Decree), the 
short subject field is in for a real 
lift in the next 12 months. Only 
catch to the situation may 
lack of interest by the exhibitor or 
his conviction that shorts still are 
being offered a dime-a-dozen. 

Trade generally expects shorts to 
be linked up with the sale of fea- 
tures, as in the past, but there may 
not be as much forcing with the sale 
of features in blocks-of-five, or less, 
after tradeshowings. 
envision any full scale retreat from 
the practice of holding out induce- 








ments to swing contracts for shorts, | 


just as there will be deals for short 
features tied in with pacts on fea- 
tures. Theatres which buy the dis- 
tributors’ full line, including news- 
reel, shorts and serials or westerns, 
naturally are certain to get a better 
break than those just using features. 

Typical of the way more attention 
is being given shorts is William F. 
| Rodgers’ announcement that Metro 
| will spend 20% more on its 1941-42 
| briefie program than currently, with- 
| out hiking the number of subjects. 
RKO also is preparing an elaborate 
| lineup, while Paramount is going in 
ifor extensive development of the 


iskorts alignment. Universal earlier 
|had announced plans for developing 


its shorts. Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox 


|}already have announced pretentious 


| lineups also, the former this week 


be the | 


Few exhibitors | 


| Kanin Back in Show Biz, 
But Under Army Auspices 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., 
Private Garson Kanin, 
weeks at Fort 
rived at the Signal Corps Replace- 
ment Training Center here last week 


July 29. 
after two 


ifor at least two months of basic 
training and familiarization with} 
j}army life. The 28-year-old director 


has been assigned to Co. E of the 
Fifth Signal Training Battalion and 
is expected to go to work alongside 
a flock of other Hollywoodites in the 
Training Film Production Unit, 
making army instructional pix. 
| Kanin will get an immediate op- 
portunity to exhibit his directorial 
j}and writing powers. New departure 
|'in entertainment for enlisted men 
‘here is a theatrical tournament—in 
| which each company is presenting a 
one-hour show written, acted and 
directed by members of the unit. 
Judges will pick the best and elimi- 
nations will be held to choose the 
‘champs. Opener is slated for pres- 
| entation tonight (Tuesday). 
Meanwhile, Replacement Center 
dramatic group is rehearsing ‘Room 
| Service,’ which will be presented in 
ithe Post theatre and then in Long 
| Branch, N. J., next Monday, Tues- 
‘toed and Wednesday (Aug. 4-5-6), 
| Blaustein Into Service 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Julien Blaustein, Paramount as- 
'sociate story editor, reports Monday 
| (4) for active duty with the Signal 
Corps at Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 


Par Up a Tree on 16 Mm. 
_ Deal; Problem Is Squawk 
By Exhibs on Competish 


| In a couple of weeks Paramount 
| must decide what to do about its 
| deal with Films, Inc. (Eric Haight), 
which calls for the latter’s 16-mm. 
release of Par product to schools, 
etc. Its renewal is due in a fort- 
night and, in view of past exhibitor 
protest that school films don’t ‘en- 

















| terest, it may not be renewed. 

| Some 200 pictures or so are thus 
shown in schools. Theory is that a 
| ‘Bengal Lancers,’ 
an ideal educational subject, whets 
interest in further film-going. Ex- 
hibs have argued to the contrary, 


let's go to the 


and Junior 


say, ‘Junior, 
tonight,’ 


may 
movies 


afternoon. 

Exhibs have always been in a 
ticklish spot in this aspect. The 
smaller the community the tougher 
| the situation when the local school 
authorities accuse the neighboring 
theatre-owner of being ‘greedy’ be- 
| cause the youngsters see ‘worth- 
| while, selected’ films at school. It’s 
| too delicate q community headache. 
Universal and RKO also have sim- 
| ilar deals, but Par has really been 
| the most extensive proponent. 


or about $114,000 less than last year. | outlining a policy of tradeshowing | deal with Films, Inc., started three 


Fact that the company’s earnings 
are $3.92 on the common in the first 


40 weeks is taken to mean that 
Loew’s will show around $4.25 or 
better on common shares, which is 


more than double the current $2 


@nnual dividend rate. 





No Startling Exposes On 
L.A. Studio Communism 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Second day of hearings on 
versive activities in Los Angeles by 
Assemblyman Jack Tenny’s interim 
fact-finding committee on un- 
American activities failed to involve 
picture studios or labor’ unions. 
Understood 50 subpoenas were issued 
by the committee which will shift 


Mm reports of Communism in film plants 


and figured in ‘inspired’ strikes. 

Los Angeles county Communist 
Party secretary had indicated many 
studio unionists were on its mem- 
bership rolls. 

Tenny’s committee is believed to 
be smoking out ‘sensational’ studio 
disclosures for big downtown news- 
paper breaks, with the red-baiting 
Hearst sheets always ready to hop 
on anything that smacks of Com- 
munistic propaganda. 





O’BRIEN’S BLOWUP 
Hollywood, July 29. 

RKO assigned Edmund O’Brien to 
the top male role in ‘Powder Town,’ 
a tale of international sabotage, 
slated for September production by 
Cliff Reid. 

Currently O’Brien is doing a ro- 


mantic job in ‘Obliging Young Lady.’ 


sub- | 


shorts next season. 


Minneapolis, July 29. 


Northwest Allied, indie exhibitors’ 
organization, is considering whether 
to take some action. in the form of 
a resolution or otherwise, against 
W. F. Rodgers, Metro sales’ manager, 
because of an alleged ‘affront’ to S. 
R. Lebedoff, its treasurer, executive 
board member and Minneapolis gov- 
;ernor, 


In his capacity of chairman of the 
|organization’s ‘film problems’ com- 
| mittee, too, Lebedoff last month gave 
{out a statement bitterly attacking 
| Rodgers for declaring at the MPTOA 
convention in Los Angeles that there 
| must be higher admission prices and 
| more extended playing time and per- 
; centage pictures to enable producers 
to maintain and improve film quality. 
Lebedoff contended that percentage 
is the curse of the industry, is ruin- 
ing it by killing exhibitor showman- 
ship and that more of it would sound 
indie exhibitors’ death knell. He also 
urged a federal law to permit indie 
exhibitors to deal collectively with 
distributors. 


While in Chicago last week on per- 





|sonal business, Lebedoff learned that 


Rodgers also was there. 
the latter personally 


Knowing 
and well, 


years ago. 


Much Spleen Between M-C’s Rodgers 
And Indies Over Anti-%) Crack in L.A. 


| Lebedoff thought it would be a good 
idea to exchange pleasantries and 
talk over trade problems with the 
Metro executive. So he went to the 


latter’s hotel and called on the tele- | 


phone. 


‘I don’t want to see you or have 
anything to do with you,’ Rodgers 
told Lebedoff over the phone, ac- |, 


cording to the report of the latter. 
;owner of two local nabe houses. 


|brought back from Chicago. ‘I don't | 


| want you as a friend or have any 
| business dealings with you whatso- 
ever.’ 

Lebedoff says he never had any 
differences with Rodgers before and 
|only ean ascribe his ‘treatment’ to 
‘his statement assailing the Rodgers’ 
|percentage stand. 

‘The truth must hurt,’ said Lebe- 
'doff in another’ statement. 
'Rodgers apparently can’t take it.’ 
| At the same time, Lebedoff claims 
‘he has had numerous letters and 
congratulatory telegrams from ex- 
hibitor leaders and individual thea- 
tre owners all over the U. S., prais- 
ing and approving his statement on 
percentage and asking him or the 
local erganization to take the lead in 
a national campaign along the lines 
which he specified. 





. 


MacArthur, Cal., ar- | 


courage,’ but satiate, juvenile film in- | 


| 
employing that as | 


as for instance that papa and mama | 


tells | 
them that he’s too tired since he al- | 
ready saw a film at school in the| 


Its | 


‘Mr. | 


Jack Moss Partners With Welles 


In Mercury's New 


Deal at RKO 





Lou King Megs Jane 


| Hollywood, July 29. 

| Jane Withers draws Louis King as 
| director on her next 20th-Fox pic- 
| ture, ‘Young America,’ budgeted at 
| $500,000. 

Film deals with the work of the 
4-H Club, a national organization of 
young farmers with a membership 
of 11,000,000. 





Capra's ‘Arsenic 
For Warners Won't 


Affect UA Deal 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Frank Capra’s one-picture deal 
with Warner's as producer-director 
of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ the Broad- 
way legit comedy, slated for a start 
within eight weeks has no effect on 
Capra's plans for a production unit 
with David O. Selznick as a mem- 
ber of the United Artists group. 


Due to requirements in plant and 
equipment, Capra will be unable to 
carry out his UA commitments un- 
j til December. Final sealing of his 
| Selznick-UA contract awaits the re- 
|turn of Ed Raftery, corporation 
| counsel, on Aug. 4. 

Writing-producing team of Frank 
|Capra-Robert Riskin becomes dis- 
| solved with Capra’s WB deal. Stu- 
|dio is assigning its own writers to 
script. Capra wanted Riskin to come 
in with him on the UA deal, but lat- 
ter plans to produce on his own. 








U.S. ARMY DETAILS 
ITS SCREEN SERVICE 


Washington, July 29. 
camps within the conti- 
nental United States, Alaska and At- 
lantic Base Command have a typi- 
cal week's offering of five program 
changes, with two outstanding pic- 
tures being shown for two days 
each, the Army Motion Picture Serv- 
| ice revealed last week. 

Virtually all productions 
industry are used by the 
under a ‘rotating’ system 


Army 


of the 
service 


Army theatres,’ it was explained. In 
larger camps—‘big top’ tents, seating 
2.200, house the motion picture fa- 


cilities, while each cantonment 
boasts two theatre buildings that 
| will accommodate 1,000 spectators 


each. Pix also can be provided for 
units smaller than divisions. 
Soldiers serving in Hawaii, 





Hollywood, July 29 
Orson Welles has lined up a new 
deal with RKO, making Mercury 
Productions a full-fledged producing 
organization, set to make four pic- 
tures. 


Welles’ new partner is Jack Moss. 
Moss is locally reputed as a man 
with an enormous talent for parting 
Studio treasuries with goodly bits of 
their surpluses for people. with 
whom he is associated. He is also a 
producer in his own gight. He 
never fails to read the fine print in 
contracts. And after 12 years of 
being an agent and a producer he 
always reads them between the 
lines. 


His bargaining talents were best 
shown when he was Gary Cooper's 
business manager. At the begin- 
ning of that relationship Cooper had 
an $800 bank account. Four years 
later he could, if he had to, get up 
half a million dollars. 


The bargaining talents of Moss 
and the producing talents of Welles 
could make an important combina- 
tion. 

Under the new setup with RKO, 
Welles will extend his activities. 
Whether he acts in the pictures or 
not, or whether he just produces and 
directs them, they will all bear his 
stamp. — 

Paid At Every Turn 


It is understood that he will re- 


ceive four different salaries if he 
does four different things. For pro- 
ducing alone he will be paid. For 


directing he will be paid, for writ- 
ing he will be paid. If he acts he 
will be paid another sum. 

Moss produced ‘The Biscuit Eater’ 
and ‘The Shepherd of the Hills.’ He 
concludes his work with Walter 
Wanger as a production assistant on 
‘Sundown’ to go with Welles. 

‘The Magnificent Ambersons,’ by 
Booth Tarkington, is the first film 
Welles will do under the new RKO 


deal. It will be vastly different 
from ‘Citizen Kane.’ It will not be 
a searching portrait of an ego- 


maniac, but the story of three love 
affairs and the story, as well, of an 
American town turned suddenly into 
a roaring metropolis by the inven- 
tion of the automobile. 

His second one will be ‘Journey 
Into Fear,’ a melodrama with the 
background in modern-day Europe. 
The third will be ‘It’s All True,’ 





which | 
sends the shows through ‘most of the | 


which he describes only as an ‘origi- 
nal project.’ His fourth will be the 


story of a Nazi plot in Mexico. He 
will film this one in Mexico City, 
with Dolores Del Rio playing the 
feminine lead. 

He will not act in ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons,’ but he will produce 
| and direct and help write it. Joseph 
Cotten and Ruth Warrick will play 
the top roles. Cotten and Michele 


Morgan will head the cast of ‘Jour- 
ney Into Fear.’ It is possible that 


| Welles may appear in his ‘original 


the | 


| Philippines, Puerto Rico and Panama | 


| receive their film 
through motion picture services op- 
erated independently of the Army 
Motion Picture Service, the War 
Dept. explained. 


Rather apologetically it was noted 


entertainment | 


that any profits accruing from pic- | 
ture shows at Army camps are ‘used | 


to 
numbder 


or for use 


maintan 
of 


the service at a large 
non-profitable theatres 
as recreation funds.’ 
‘The admission fee charged by the 


Army Motion Picture Service is not | 


for profit but solely to pay minimum 
operating costs, with a small mar- 
' gin: of safety to guard against fi- 
| nancial embarrassment which might 


interfere with the systematic func- | 


tioning of the service,’ it was ex- 
plained. 








N.Y. to L.A. ’ 


Larry Barnett. 
Joseph Bernhard. 
Harry Cohn. 
Humphrey Doulens. 
Marcus Griffin. 
June Havoc. 
Alexander Korda. 
Harry Kosiner. 
Thomas J. LaBrum. 
Charlie Miller. 

Rita Montoya. 
Merle Oberon. 

Lily Pons. 

Irene Rich. 

Myrta Silva. 

J. C. Stein. 





i Steia Unger. { 





project’ and that he will also play 
with Miss Del Rio in the Mexican 
picture. 


Come Into My Web 


Hollywood, Julv 29 
Filming of ‘The Black Widow’ 
started yesterday (Mon.) at Warners 
with Jeffrey Lynn and Jane Wyman 
in the top roles. 
D. Ross Lederman directs. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


John Brahm. 
Eddie Dowling. 
Mrs. Sylvia Fairbanks 
Mitchell Gertz. 
Bob Gillham. 
Charles L. Glett. 
Martin Gosch, 
Clay Hake. 
William Heineman. 
Charles Koerner. 
Joyce Lester. 
Myke Lewis. 
Irving Mass. 

Tom McKnight. 
Ben Miggins. 
Joseph Moskowitz. 
Arnold Moss. 
John O'Connor. 
Eugene O'Neill. 
Hermann G. Place. 
Dick Pollard. 
Stelle Reynolds. 
Randy Rogers. 
George J. Schaefer. 
William Scully. 
Norma Shearer. 
Bob Taplinger. 
Les Whalen. 

Joe Wright. 
Teresa Wright. 
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Lesser-UA Compromising Deal 


Before He Joins RKO; Kelly Says 
UA Theatre Circuit Progressing 





Compromise is being worked out 
on So] Lesser’s pre- -contract-expira- 
tion exit from United Artists, Ar- 
thur W. Kelly, UA operating chief, 
asserted Monday (28). Lesser, who | 
has joined RKO’s studio staff to 
head up the A production units, has | 
four films yet to deliver on his five- 
picture UA deal. 

Kelly 
make for UA release ‘Strange Vic- 
tory,’ which is ready to start shoot- | 
ing as soon as satisfactory femme 
lead is agreed upon. Whether any of 
the three other pictures due will be 
made for UA or some other form of 
settlement will be reached Kelly re- 
fused to say. 

Charles Chaplin is now at work 
on synchronizing music and re- -edit- 
ing ‘The Gold Rush’ (1925), UA top- 
per stated, with likelihood that it 
will be ready for reissue by Janu- 
ary. If it proves successful, Chap- 
lin is prepared to do similar jobs 
on other of his heavy-grossers of 
the past. 

Negotiations looking toward ac- 
quisition of first houses for UA’s 
contemplated theatre circuit are pro- 
gressing rapidly, Kelly said. He de- 





= > 


declared that Lesser Vie | 





| years. 


clared company has been deluged 
with offers of partnerships in cir- 
euits that UA execs never had the | 


remotest idea ‘would be 
and that going into possibilities of 


some of these might sidetrack the 
deal which he originally expected 


would be first. 
UA May Get ’Frisco UA 
San Francisco, July 29. 
United Artists theatre here 
been offered to Joe Blumenfeld by 
its owner, Herman Cohen, it was 





available, | 


has | 


learned this week. Understood noth- | 


ing came of it, however, Blumenfeld 
having recently acquired two other 
Market street houses, the Orpheum 
and Esquire. 

Although Cohen says there’s noth- 
ing to it, the row understands there’s 
a strong possibility the situation 
might pass into hands of UA now 
that the company is building its own 
ehain. Unlikely it would go to any- 
One else, since there’s no assurance 
purchaser could hold the UA fran- 
chise, without which situation would 
be in a tough spot for product. 


DORE SCHARY UPPED TO 
EXEC BERTH AT METRO 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Metre--heisted Dore Schary; 
writer for years, into an executive 
berth to work with Harry Rapf in a 
aéW production unit as 
Pictures assigned thus far to the 
new combination are ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North’ and ‘Joe Smith, American.’ 











Formal Motion to Waive 


10% Tax for Service Men 


Washington, July 29 

from admissions tax 
for men in uniform has been formal- 
ly proposed in Congress but re- 
ceived no consideration so far. Rep. 
Eugene E. Cox, of Georgia, intro- 
duced a bill recently which would 


Exemptions 


amend the revenue code by stipu- | 


lating that ‘any member of the land 
or naval forces of the United States 
in uniform’ can gain entrance to 
commercial amusements’ without 
Paying any tariff to the treasury. If 
Proprietors want to cut prices or 


Sive free admission, that is up to 
them. 
Request for clarification of the 


stiffer boxoffice levy was asked by 


Attorney General Bennett, of New | 


York, so that public parks, beaches, 
and such attractions won't suffer. 


supervisor: 


——S 


Real and the Reel 


Hollywood, July 29. 
20th-Fox evacuated Dunkirk 
in 27 days with 1,100 extras in 
‘A Yank in the R. A. F.’ 
Britain did the same job in 
three days with an army. 


KORDA OKAYS HAYSIAN 
SAPOLIO FOR ‘LYDIA’ 


Switch in the ending of ‘Lydia’ 
which the Hays office demanded, in 
line with its tenet requiring ‘moral 
co.npensation’ by cinematic wrong- 
doers, has been made. Producer 
Alexander Korda claims the new 
finale suggested by the Haysites is 
better than the original one con- 
cocted by his writers. 

Korda’s ending had Lydia (Merle 
Oberon) finally once again meet her 
former lover, whom she stole from 
another woman and for whom she 
has longed for many intervening 
Hays’ ending has her meet 
him, too—but he gives her the brush, 
pretending not to recognize her. 

Korda, who came into New 
last Friday (25), planed back to 
Coast yesterday (Tuesday). Oberon, 
who had come to New York via Chi- 








cago, where she did a broadcast, will 
remain in Manhattan a few days | 
longer. 





Halifax Thanks Film 
Execs at Studio Fete 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Lord Halifax, Britain’s ambassador 
in America, was given a hearty wel- 
come in Hollywood by Motion Pic- 


i}ture Producers Association, with Wi 


Hays presiding at the luncheon in 
his honor on the Metro lot. Studio 
execs at the head table were Louis 


|B. Mayer, Y. Frank Freeman, Harry 
M. and Jack L. Warner, E. J. Man- 
nix, Joseph I. Breen, Joseph M. 


Schenck, Darryl F. 

Goldwyn, William Goetz, Nate Blum- 

berg, Cliff Work and Moe Siegel. 
Thanking the film industry for its 


assistance in the fight for democ- 
| racy, Lord Halifax said: ‘Motion pic- 
tures are a vital element in the 


maintenance of the high morale of 


| both our civilian and fighting forces, 


to { 


effect at 


He wrote members of the New York | 


delegation urging adoption of an 
amendment to the forthcoming tax 
bill stipulating that only money- 
making entertainments are required 
to collect the 10%, 


} Lucky’ or 


and our appreciation is indeed deep 
and genuine.’ 


-Two-Timing Lune... 


Hollywood, July 29. 
double bills go out or 
double production goes into 
RKO with the shooting of 
No. 3 in the ‘Mexican 
starring Lupe Velez. 


Wha A 


Whether 


not 


and 


series, 


No. 2 
Spitfire’ 
Two pict 
time for economical 
Howard Benedict is producing 


series 


reasons. 


the 


same 





Keep Her Howling 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Carol Bruce, brought here by Uni- 
versal for a picture debut in ‘This 
Woman Is Mine,’ draws her second 
film assignment in ‘Keep 'Em Fly- 
ing,’ the next Abbott and Costello 
comedy. 

Glenn Tryon produces the picture, 
slated to roll in September. 





Mary and Bing Again 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Mary Martin teams again with 
Bing Crosby in one of two pictures 
on the Crosby list for late fall and 
winter production. 


Studio execs are debating whether terials now in Great Britain, 
‘Happy Go | filn 


the actress in 
‘Manhattan at 


to cast 
Midn 


ight 


Zanuck, Samuel | 


. —— 


FROZEN RENTALS Nick Schenck May Acquiesce 


1| 
"| 


York | 
the | 











ures will be filmed at the | 


——§ 





BADLY NEEDED 





Yanks Have Gotten Up Sta- 
tistics to Prove to London 
That Hollywood Would Be 
Insolvent Were It Not for 
Their Anglo Revenue in 
Former Years 





LOOKS FAVORABLE 





The American picture companies 


have gotten up statistics to present | 


2D TRIAL RESUMES IN 


to the British government to prov 
that, it not for their revenue 
from England and Empire posses- 
sions in former years, American film 
industry might be insolvent. This is 


part of the drive to thaw out the 
millions now frozen in England, and 
to sway the London authorities that, 
in view of American lease-lend aid, 
plus other considerations, it should 
cooperate with Hollywood and 
loosen some of the coin. 

Harry L. Hopkins, currently in Eng- 
land as President Roosevelt's special 
envoy, will present the film case to 
the English authorities which 
said to be not unsympathetic. They 
realize that through American news- 
reels, the recent abundance of frank 


were 


anti-Nazi films, and the past pro- 
duction of strong pro-British pic-| 
tures, the English side (including 


| the present struggle 
ism) has been most 
sented. 
English themes made in 
many a Britisher states his country 
would have been accused of propa- 
gandizing had they been produced on 
native soil.) 

By facts and figures, 


against Hitler- 
favorably 


film industry aims to convince the 
English that, paradoxical as it may | 


sound, here is a U.S. business which 
depends on a commonwealth of 
English nations for its 
longevity; and that if England 
stymied the free flow of funds 
fore the present embargo it 
| have been a tragic note for 
wood, 


All these fig 


had 


be- 
Holly- 


ures are now ready for 
presentation to the London 
chequer authorities, and it is 


of the major American 


one 


putsches of the moment 
Alan Steyne’s Powwow 

After listening to Alan Steyne, at- 
tached to the American embassy in 
London, last Thursday (24) prior is 
his departure for Great Britain, U.S. 
foreign company managers who at-| 
tended the regular meeting at the 
Hays office are hopeful that steps | 
can be taken to remedy the Ameri- 


can distributor foreign money situa- 
tion in Britain, Not, anniv. are thev 
nope are OL Bectink a nec€ Fu. viorable 
pact, covering the 12-month period 
starting next Oct. 1, but some hold 
out hope that some of the presently 
frozen revenues may be dislodged 
There is about $40.000,000 in U.S 
distributor coin presently frozen on 
the British Isles or was until part of | 
the sum was reduced in paying ofl 
certain loans in Britain Steyne 1} 
fore ! service official with the 
| Embassy. 

While hopeful that the Britis! 


government will take a more lenient 
attitude, especially in view of the 
cooperation of the American film 
industry in keeping a steady supply 
of pictures going into England, sev- 
eral foreign chiefs believe the only 
way presently frozen funds can be 
pried loose will be via different tac- 
tics. With the lease-lend law now 
giving more doliar credits to Great 
Britain, a certain amount of un- 
freezing is only logical to expect, 
foreign managers aver. 

Indicative of the spirit of coopera- 
tion is the foreign managers’ decision 
to alter their entire setup in the mat- 
ter of shipping reel spools and film 
cans to Britain. 
that there is a shortage of such ma- 
and U.S 
m companies were urged to 

(Continued on page 16) 


are | 


pre- | 
(Were not most of the pro-| 
America, | 


the American | 


economic } 


would | 


ex- 


industry | 


It was pointed out | 


QPKINS TO PRY FILM COIN © 





To Releasing Rodgers for Post 
Of President of United Artists 





Can’t Goo a Croon 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Rudy Vallee joined the 
mortals of Hollywood by im- 
printing his hands and feet, but 
not his croon, in cement in the 
forecourt of the Chinese theatre. 

Croons may be recorded in 
wax but not in cement, until 
some genius discovers a way to 
vulcanize tonsils. 


im- 





7% 
- 





Hollywood, July 29. 

Possibility that Metro prez Nich- 
olas M. Schenck will succumb to 
pleas that he release William F. 
Rodgers to take over presidency of 
United Artists was seen here as re- 
sult of the concerted weekend blitz 
|he was subjected to by UA owners 
|}and prospective owners. Schenck 
| previously had turned down cold the 
; proposal that he release from his 
contract his general manager of 
| sales and distribution. 











WM. FOX BRIBERY CAS 


Philadelphia, July 29, 

The trial of U. S. Circuit Court 
Judge J. Warren Davis 
gan S. Kaufman, prominent Scran- 
ton attorney, accused of obtaining 
bribes from William Fox, onetime 
film biggie, was resumed yesterday | 
(Mon.) in Federal court here. The 
original trial of the pair ended in} 
;}a mistrial May 28 when the jury 
became hopelessly deadlocked (six 
to six) and was discharged. 

A jury of nine men and three 
women was chosen. The taking of 
testimony is skedded to begin today 
with the Government expected to 
take at least two weeks to present 
its case. Prosecutor is Walter H. 
Gahagan, Jr., special assistant to the 
|U. S. Attorney General and nephew 
of actress Helen Gahagan. 
| Fox has pleaded guilty of giving 
| $27 500 in bribes to Judge Davis 
| while litigation involving bankruptcy 
proceedings were before the U. S. 
; Circuit Court of Appeals. Kaufman 
was accused of being the go-be- 
tween. Fox is awaiting sentence. 


ssaisenpnmadionin 





Goldwyn in Production 
Deal on Brit. Spitfire’ 


Hollyw July 29 
Goldwyn is going in fo! 
British production, i conjunction 
with C. M. Woolf, chief of General 
| Film Distributors in London, on the 
shooting of ‘Spitfire,’ based on the 
| career of R. J. Mitchell, English air- 


od. 


Samuel 


craft designer. 

Leslie Howard is assigned as di- 
| rector and star, with David Niven as 
co-star. Mitchell’s widow draws a 


| percentage of the profits. 


| Martin Mooney, Producer | 


sk llywo July 29 
Mart Moone ed 
picture under | f produce! 
| contract with Proc ¢ Releasing 
Corp... | t of ywn story 
‘Mr Celebrity Filmi ta Aug 
12, with William Beau e direct- 
p 

Three. other } s are ‘Wire Serv- 
ce,’ ‘The Prosecutor’ and ‘Key Wit- 


| Improves With Age 
| Hollywood, July 29. 
* ‘Air Raid,’ a British tale bought by 
| Paramount “two is being 
i dusted off and American | 
| sett ting for production 
Siegel. 

Preston Foster and Patricia Mori- 
son draw the lead roles 


years ago, 
given an 
by 


Cinematic ‘Cugats’ 
Hollywood, July 29 
Betty Field and Ray Milland 
clinch in the top roles of ‘Mr. 
Mrs. Cugat,’ a 
| tribulations, based on a novel of the 





drama of 


.| same name. 
adopt | 


‘ameras start Sept. 2, with Fred 
C I : 


- nroducing 





and Mor- | 


Sol C.} 


and | 
domestic | 


Rodgers is anxious to accept the 
UA post if Metro will release him, it 
was ona on the highest authority 

York yesterday (Tuesday). 
Offer was said to be ‘too good to re- 
, Sist,’ despite reputation UA spot has 
| gained as one of the toughest in the 
industry. 
| Schenck’s arrival on the Coast 
from New York on Saturday was 
marked by the convergence on him 
of pleas from UAites Charles Chap- 
| lin, Mary Pickford and Alexander 
| Korda and from future owners David 
|O. Selznick and Frank Capra. 
r It is understood that an original 
offer was made to Rodgers some 
|\gnonths ago, but the new and hotter 
effort to snare him began about 
| three weeks ago. It was no go, how- 
ever, with his pact at Metro still 
having several years to run and 
Schenck being in an uncompromising 
mood. 

Inducement to Rodgers to consider 
'the ‘headache job of the industry’ 
| is understood to include the guar- 
antee that he will have complete 
|authority. Financial offer is also 
' thought to have played an important 
| part. Murray Silverstone, who re- 
cently left as UA operating chief, 
was getting $150,000 a year and Rod- 
gers no doubt has been offered at 
least that much. 

Fifty-three years old, Rodgers was 
born in Camden, N. J., and started 
in the business with the old General 
Film Co. He later went to Mutual 
and then to Triangle before joining 
Metro in 1924. 

Schenck, west on a four-day studio 
| vis it, returned to New York last 
night (Tuesday). He made the trip 
to parley with Metro studio execs 
the second and third selling 
groups. 

The company is releasing only 
three during September, with the 
subsequent groups to be in fives. 
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STAHL LEADS OFF AT 
20-FOX WITH ‘SPRING’ 


Hollywood, July 29. 
First production by John M. Stahl 
under his new two-year contract at 
20th-Fox will be ‘Another Spring, 
based on a novel by H. M. Thorn- 
man, without cl ly to 
the book 
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to make 
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and possibly 


Although 
specify tt 
expected 
three 


| Set Leads for ‘Pulham’ 


| en 


pact 
ber of 
two, 





Hollywood, July 29. 
Robert Young, Ruth 
Hussey and Van Heflin draw the 
{four principal roles in ‘H. M. Pul- 
ham, Esq.’ scheduled for an early 
August start at Metro. 
Biographical story, 
i|tween the two world 
'rected by King Vidor. 


Can’t Find ‘Darling’ 
Hollywood, July 29. 
‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ originally 
islated for summer production, has 
been deferred to Oct. 13 on the 
Paramount starting schedule. 
Mitchell Leisen is slated as direc- 
,tor and Fred MacMurray as the 
,;male topper, but the studio is hav- 
ling trouble casting the femme lead. 


Hedy Lamarr, 


st vanes b2- 
wars, is di- 
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WB's Convention Keynote Is Less 
Quantity, More Quality Pix in 41-42 





Chicago, July 29. 

Warners will produce fewer pic- 
tures in the new season, according to 
info at the annual WB convention 
here. This will lead to increased ef- 
tort behind each film. Company 
parley is being held at the Black- 
stone hotel. 

While the exact number of pic- 
tures to be produced is not yet set, 
it will run considerably under 50, 
according to present indications. The 
actual number, states Grad Sears, 
depends on the practical working of 
the consent decree. 

In the first roundup of titles, the 
Warner company comes up with a 
list of some 36, but the actual num- 
ber of pictures produced will prob- 
ably run into the 40s. 

Lasky’s Address 

Jesse Lasky addressed the Warner 
convention, telling the story behind 
the production of ‘Sergeant York 
and discussing plans for future pro- 
ductions under the Warner banner. 
Lowell Calvert was in as representa- 
tive of Frank Capra and David Seiz- 
nick, and told the convention about 
their plans. 

Sears will be guest of honor at a 
luncheon in the Blackstone hotel on 
Thursday (31), the host being James 
Coston, chief of the Warner theatres 
circuit in the Chicago division area. 

Carl Leserman, WB assistant sales 
chief, announced the winners in the 
sales drive. Ben Kalmenson’s west- 
ern and southern group again tock 
the honors, coming in ahead of Roy 
Haines and the eastern and Canadian 
division. 

With Kalmenson taking the $1,000 
division prize, Henry Herbel’s west 
coast district took the No. 1 $2,900 
district first prize; second district 
prize of $1,500 went to Wolf Cohen’s 
Canadian district, and third prize of 
$100 to Ralph McCoy’s southeast 
group. 

Seattle Prize 

Among the branch managers, the 
first prize went to Seattle, William 
Shartin, and the prize was $3,500. 
Winnipeg and Lou Geller took the 
$3,000 second prize; Los Angeles and 
W. E. Callaway, the third one of 
$2,750; Atlanta and Tom Gilliam, 
fourth, $2,500. 

Sears pointed out that where 
formerly some 11,000 contracts were 
closed in a season, the new consent 
decree order will mean as many as 
250,000 film contracts over the War- 
ner desks in a single season. 

At the convention opening at the 


Blackstone yesterday (Monday) 
Jack Warner made the _ keynote 
speech for the company, with S. 


Charles Einfeld, ad-publicity direc- 
tor, tipping Warner plans for ex- 
ploitation on 1941-42 product. 

Sears is presiding at the -sessions, 
assisted by Leserman. 

Skedded for talks are Mort Blu- 
menstock, eastern ad-publicity chief; 
Norman Moray, shorts sales chief; 
Haines, Kalmenson, and Joe Bern- 
hard, theatre circuit’s general man- 
ager. 





Al Pearce Air Troupe 
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Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, July 29. 

Ann Miller drew a new contract at 
Columbia. 

Faye Emerson's 
lifted by Warners. 

Elyse Knox inked acting ticket at 
Hal Roach. 

Robert Fellowes handed renewal | 
of his associate producer contract at) 
Warners. 

Robert Hopkins penned another 
writer pact at Metro. 

Lionel Houser’s scripting option 
lifted by Metro. 

Willie Best drew contract renewal 
at Warners. 

Charles Drake’s 
hoisted by Warners. 

Roger Clarked inked acting pact 
at Columbia. 

Andra Lindley handed player deal 
by Warners. 

Kent Smith signed two-picture 
acting deal with RKO. 

Jane Kean signed player contract 
with Republic. 


INDIES WOULD 
CONTINUE DUALS 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Intensified campaign for continu- 
ance of double-features was voted 
at a meeting of the Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Association, which 
claims that 80% of the indies now 
belong to the group. 

Meeting voted to assess each mem- 
ber $10 per picture as dues, with a 
membership penalty of $100 on all 
indies who have not joined by 
Aug. 1. 


Metro Puts Up $5,000 
For ‘North Sequels, 
Plus 306 for the Play 


Metro, in addition to its $30,000 
payment for screen rights to ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ last week, passed over 
$5,000 for an option on sequels to the 
legiter which was dramatized by 
Owen Davis from New Yorker stories 
by Richard and Frances Lockridge. 


Company gets back about 30%, or 
$9,000, of the coin it put up for the | 
rights since it backed the show. | 
Backers ordinarily get 40% of film 
rights under Dramatists Guild rules, 
but Alfred de Liagre, Jr., who served 
as. nominal producer, is understood 
to have had a 10% hunk. Metro put 
about $25,000 into it. Show ran 162 
performances, but was only a mild 
grosser, doing little more than break- 
ing even. Metro’s was the only of- 
fer on screen rights. 
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There’s some film interest in “Two 





In Republic's ‘Marines’ 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Republic signed Al Pearce and his 
radio troupe to appear in ‘Marines 
on Parade,’ one of the studio’s spe- 
cial features for 1941-42, budgeted 
at the studio claim of $500,000. Deal 
for Pearce was made through Fan- 
chon & Marco, slated as producers. 

In addition to Pearce, the air 
troupe includes Arty Auerbach (Kit- 
zel), William Comstock (Tizzie Lish) 
and Arlene Harris. Radio cast will 
be augmented by picture names. 





Houston’s Variety Tent 


Houston, Texas, July 29. 

A tent of the Variety Club of 
Texas is being formally inaugurated 
at the headquarters in the Texas 
State Hotel here today (29). Paul 
Short, chief barker of the Variety 
Club of Texas, and R. J. O’Donnell, 
national first-assistant chief barker, 
are on hand here from Dallas to 
assist in the installation. 

Tent here was instituted after much 
organization by Al Lever, Interstate 
city manager; Mart Cole, Rosenberg, 
Texas, exhibitor; Al Mortenson, and 
George Heck of Southwestern The- 


Survive,’ book by pair of British 
| sailors whose ship was shelled in the 
| South Atlantic last winter and who 
came into Nassau in an open boat 


See More Pix? © 





Portland, Ore. July 29. 

The champion film-goer of the 
U. S. Army has been discovered 
in Private Kenneth Wilkinson, a 
La Grande, Ore., enlisted man of 
Company E, 186th Infantry. He’s 
seen 302 full-length feature pic- 
tures in less than 10 months—for 
which he’s won a prize. 

Private Wilkinson was given a 
10-day furlough and left by plane 
to accept Will H. Hays’ tele- 
graphed invitation to visit Holly- 
wood and see what makes it 
click. 


RKO CLAIMS OK 
SELLING VIA 
TRADES 


y Minneapolis, July 29. 

First of the companies to com- 
mence selling 1941-42 product under 
the consent decree in the territory 
outside of Minnesota, RKO here 
claims good results. It’s claimed one 
salesman alone turned in nine con- 
tracts for the first two days of sell- 
ing of the first group of five. Other 
members of the staff did nearly as 
well, according to L. E. Goldhammer, 
district manager. 

North and South Dakota and west- 
ern Wisconsin exhibitors contacted 
indicated to the salesmen that they 
liked the sales’ plan and preferred to 
buy in small groups, Goldhammer as- 
serts. The salesmen, he says, en- 
countered less sales’ resistance than 
usual. This, too, in spite of the per- 
centage demands for each of the five 
intitial releases, 


STUDIO ELECTRICIAN 
SUES BROWNE, BIOFF 


Holiywood, July 29. 
George Browne, Willie Bioff and 
other IATSE leaders were named 
defendants in a $50,000 damage suit 
filed Monday (28) in Superior court 
by George Davis, studio electrician. 
Complaint seeks to restrain union 
officials from depriving him of right 
to work in film industry and fix his 
pro rata share of a $94,000 fund 
which he claims was in the treasury 
of Technicians Local 37 when dis- 
solved by IATSE. 
Court signed a show-cause order 
for defendants to appear Aug. 7. 


Get That Hair Outa Your 























‘Eyes, We're Goin’ Traveling | 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Veronica Lake draws star billing 
in ‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ her second 
picture at Paramount. 
Sharing the top spot is Joel Mc- 
Crea, 





Tuning Seven Pix at 20th 


Hollywood, July 29. 








after 70 days at sea. They are Robert 
Tapscott and Wilbert Widdicombe. | 
Agent Hal Matson, who is handling, | 
has put a $10,000 price tag on rights. | 
Book will be published shortly. 


Bush’s Breakdown 


Rodney Bush, 20th-Fox publicity 
head under Charlie McCarthy, ad- 
vertising-publicity chief, is still con- 
fined to his home in Mt. Vernon fol- 
lowing a nervous breakdown several 
weeks ago. Bush was unable to at- 
tend the company’s convention in 
Los Angeles. Although considerably 
improved this week, he may not be 
able to return to his desk unti] the 
middle of August. 

Assistants to Bush, in the mean- 
time, are splitting up directional] du- 
ties in his department. 








Rep’s Jack Lait, Jr. 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Republic has signed Jack Lait, Jr., 
to script an action yarn for Don 
Barry. 





atre Equipment Co., and many others 
in this area. 


George Sherman produces and di- 





Music department at 20th-Fox is 


tooting full blast with tune sequences | 
| in every one of the seven features in 


| work at the studio. 

Melodies are being cleffed for 
“Week End in Havana,’ ‘Cadet Girl,’ 
‘Hot Spot,‘ ‘Swamp Water,’ ‘Danger- 
ous But Passable,” ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ and ‘Small Town Deb.’ 





Aluminum Leblang 


Aluminum matinee at the Para- 
mount on Broadway Friday (25) af- 
ternoon brought out many ‘kids who 
saved coin by buying small pans for 
10c. Par admitted any person bring- 
ing in an aluminum article for the 
one mat day. 

Joe Venuti’s band contributed to 
the aluminum grab-bag when the 
brass section tossed in their alumi- 
num hats. 





REIS DATES FALCON 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Irving Reis draws ‘A Date With 
the Falcon’ as the opening chore un- 
der his new director contract with 
RKO. 
Picture is the second of the new 





rects. 








‘Falcon’ series. 


248 Pix by Mills Novelty 
For Jukeboxers in 6 Mos. 


Jack Barry, president of Minoco 
Productions, the motion picture di- 
vision of Mills Novelty Co., in setting 
the company’s production schedule 
for the six months, announces 200 
pictures for production in the east 
and 48 in Hollywood. While many 
of the pictures are being made for 
the coin-machine (16-millimeter) 
field, releases also will be made for 
regular theatres for non-theatrical 
accounts. Included in the elaborate 
lineup, Barry said he would an- 
nounce plans in the fall for 12 com- 
edy shorts and three features. 

Films to be made in the east will 
feature Morton Downey, Lanny Ross, 
Tamara, Gus Van, Willie Howard, 
Smith & Dale, King Sisters, Patricia 
Ellis, Fifi D’Orsay, Gertrude Niesen, 
Jane Pickens, Michael Bartlett, 
Sylvia Froos, Michael Loring, Slate 
Bros., Charioteers, the Kidoodlers, 
Radio Rogues, Martha Tilton and 
others including better name bands. 
Fred Waller is in charge of east- 
ern production and Sam Coslow on 
the Coast. During the next six 
months, 75% of the production is 
scheduled for the east. 


Asst. Theatre Mer. 
Who Embezzled $800 
Arrested in St. Loo 


St. Louis, July 29. 

Oakland, Cal., cops are en route 
here to take back Arthur T. Seibert, 
25. assistant manager of the Fairfax, 
who has admitted to local gendarmes 
that he embezzled $800 of the thea- 
tre’s funds last May and blew the 
dough shooting craps in Reno gambl- 
ing joints. Questioned by dicks who 
found him standing on a corner in 
the west end at 4 a.m., Seibert said 
he was Mike P. Riordan and showed 
a Social Security Card with that 
moniker that he had obtained in Salt 
Lake City. When asked for his 
draftee registration Seibert dis- 
played one made out in his right 
name. 

Debts that had been accumulated 
because of his penchant for enter- 
taining girls on his $20 per week sal- 
ary caused him to lam out of Oak- 
land last May 12 with the weekend 
receipts he was instructed to deposit 
in a bank. 











SOSNA RENEWS BEEF 


Again Complains He’s Been Denied 
‘Some Run’—Sues Loew’s 





St. Louis, July 29. 

Louis M. Sosna, Mexico, Mo., ex- 
hib who beefed against nine flicker 
distributors last spring because of 
inability to obtain screen fodder, and 
later withdrew the complaint, last 
week returned to the wars with a 
complaint filed against Loew’s, al- 
leging he had been denied ‘some run’ 
as specified in Section 6 of the AAA 
code. He seeks immediate redress 
on the grounds he will have to close 
his house unless it is forthcoming. 

In his first complaint Sosna said he 
was encouraged by local film dis- 
tributors to build a house in Mexico 
that cost him and his brother, Sam, 
approximately $40,000. After the 
theatre was constructed Sosna 
charged that two opposish houses, 
independently owned, were sold to 
the Frisina Circuit which operates 
40 houses in Missouri, Illinois and 
Iowa and then his troubles began. 


He said the only first-run product | 


he could obtain was from Warners, 


which offered 1938-39 vintage. Vari- 


ous reasons were given by the dis- | 


tributors, Sosna_ alleged, why he 
could not obtain pictures. 

He held his peace until the 1940- 
41 buying season began and when 
the distributors told him that all of 
the product had been contracted for 
by the Frisina houses he began to 
yell. The sudden withdrawal of the 
beef, without a reason, was a sur- 
prise. Should the current case go to 
bat it will be No. 1 for the local 
tribunal as another yelp from a Cape 
Girardeay, Mo., exhib was muted by 
a compromise. 





Frenchman’s UA Pic? 


Henri Diament-Berger, former as- 
sociate of Bernard Natan, of Pathe- 
Natan Pictures in Paris, is planning 
to go into indie production in Holly- 
wood. His first will be Jules Verne’s 
‘Around the World in 80 Days.’ 

He’s now trying to arrange a re- 
lease, with United Artists said to be 
interested, 


CARTOONISTS 
AND DISNEY 
SETTLE 


Hollywood, July 29, 

First arbitration session got under 
way this morning following washup 
of the Walt Disney-Cartoonistg 
strike. Inkers began dribbling back 
to work this morning following 
settlement Monday (28) arranged by 
James F. Dewey, chief conciliator of 
the Labor Department. All strikers 
were ordered reinstated and all 
moot points between the company 
and Screen Cartoonists Guild are to 
be arbitrated as they are raised. 


Stanley White, also a Labor De. 
partment conciliator and another are 
biter will sit. in judgment with 
Dewey. Terms of agreement ending 
the two months’ strike embrace the 
following: 

Company shall employ all those 
on payrolls as of May 15 without 
discrimination; SCG shall call off 
strike and remove all pickets im- 
mediately; matters submitted to are 
bitration shall be made retroactive 
to the day strike was called off; upon 
agreement to return to work, a cons 
ference shall proceed to outline and 
delimit the points to be arbitrated, 

Points both factions agree to are 
bitrate are permanent reinstatement 
of 24 employes discharged before 
the strike; equalization of pay for 
employes; shop relationship; salaries 
and classifications; severance pay} 
minimum guarantee of employment 
vacations with pay; draft clause 
providing six weeks’ payment for 
draftees; grievance clause. 

Removed last night was the ban 
on technicolor processing of Disney 
Films by Studio Machinists and Dis 
ney products from the American 
Federation of Labor unfair list, 


‘Earl Carroll’s Suit 
Vs. Berg-Allenberg 


Over ‘Yorkshiremen’ 














Hollywood, July 29. 

Earl Carroll is suing the Berge 
Allenberg agency for $15,000, charge 
ing fraud and deceit in transaction 
involving sale of film rights to ‘Fly- 
ing Yorkshiremen.’ 

Carroll claimed that, as owner of 
‘Yorkshiremen,’ he engaged the 
agents to negotiate a studio sale. 
| William Dozier, of the agency, is al- 
| leged to have informed Carroll that 
| Berg-Allenberg were planning their 
|own company to produce picture. 
| Would buy rights to story for a 
nominal sum and engage Carroll a 
| producer. Carroll said he accepted 
| $2,000 for story under that arrange- 
ment but charged that the agents 
resold the rights for $17,000. He 
avers negotiations for resale were 
closed before defendants acquired 
rights. 


RESERVE DECISION IN 
A.C. PIX BOOKING SUIT 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

Federal Court Judge Guy L. Bard 
lon Friday (25) reserved decision on 
la suit brought by Harry I. Wax- 
|mann, operator of the Astor, Atlan- 
ltic City, seeking an injunction re- 
|straining Columbia Pictures from 
booking two films in the newly-built 
Embassy before they played the 
'Astor. The pictures involved are 
‘She Knew All the Answers’ and 
‘They Dare Not Love.’ Defendants 
in the suit with Columbia are the 
Stanley-Warner circuit and Weiland 
Theatres, Inc. 

Waxmann claimed that there had 
been an agreement made between 
his theatre, Weiland’s and Warners 
whereby any new theatre on Atlan- 
tic avenue would be placed behind 
the Astor in the matter of run. Giv- 
ing the New Embassy the two pic- 
tures would set a precedent shatter 
ing the arrangement, Waxman as- 
serted, 

The New Embassy was built by 
the Weiland interests. Warners was 

















named in the suit because the chain 
has a pooling deal on film product 
with Weiland. 

The case was the first brought to 
trial here since the consent decree 
arbitration hearings became opera- 
tive. 
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Indies’ Own Intra-Organizational Pix . 
Reviewing, Evolution of Tradeshows 





Milwaukee, July 29. 


Putting the Independent Theatres 
Protective association of Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan on the pan for 
supplying its members with frank 

d confidential reviews on pictures 

t are tradeshown, the Milwaukee 
exchanges are protesting that this 
action is unfair to them and contrary 
to the spirit of the Consent Decree 
gegulations. With the identities of 
the seven-man screening committee 
kept from even the members of the 
indie organization themselves, the 
exchange men have already labeled 
ft ‘The Secret Seven’ and spend their 
pare huddling time trying to guess 

who makes up the group. 

All that is known of ‘The Secret 
Beven’ is that they are all bona fide 
exhibitors who attend the trade- 
ghows separately as_ individuals 
aworn to absolute secrecy as regards 
their confidential mission. They do 

ot even know each other as mem- 
val of a reviewing board, and com- 

ile their form reports in the pri- 
acy of their own homes or offices, 
mailing them in to the main office 
where they are assembled in proper 
order and mimeographed for mailing 
ut to members of the association. 
Snly signatures on the reviews are 
alphabetical or numerical combina- 
ations. It’s all quite as mysterious 
and intriguing as the workings of 


the OGPU or the Gestapo, and al- | 


though only two sets of reports have 
gone out to exhibs so far “The Se- 
eret Seven’ is said be doing a 
bangup job. 


Other state indie groups, one east | 


of Wisconsin and one west, are 
working in similar fashion and these 
three organizations operating en- 
tirely independent of each other ex- 
change their confidential reports, 
one being a check on the other so to 
speak, yet providing a really worth- 
while consensus of expert opinion as 
to the merits of product shown and 
reviewed. 

‘Although the reviewers all op- 
erate independently of each other, 


the reports for the first two weeks, 


show a remarkable coincidence of 
opinion,’ said Harry Perlewitz, busi- 
ness manager of the Wisconsin-Up- 
per Michigan association. 
proves conclusively that we are get- 
ting absolutely unbiased and honest 
reviews by men who know pictures, 
and the agreement among them is 
remarkable, particularly when the 
reports come from three different 
states. We feel that this confidential 
reviewing service is one of the finest 
things we ever did for our members. 
We are not only saving them time 
and money, but giving them a 
roundup of expert opinion that they 
Gan study at their leisure and that 
) ne be a trustworthy guide when 
ey buy pictures.’ 

Exchangemen seem to feel 
something has been put 
them by the indies’ reviewing opera- 
tions, but there seems to be nothing 
they can do about it. They would 
greatly prefer to have all the ex- 
hiba come in to the tradeshowings 
and form their own opinions, even 
though in situations where theatres 
gre grouped one or two men do the 
buying for the string. 


NW Allied Reviewing 
Tradeshows Regardless 


Minneapolis, July 29. 


that 





Although it claims that the con- | 


sent decree does not operate in Min- 
nesota because of the state law con- 
wavening its groups-of-five 
plan, Northwest Allied, the meas- 
ure’s sponsors, is sending local mem- 


bers to attend the decree trade | 


showings in order to be able to re- 
Port on the product for out-of-town- 
@rs who don’t come to Minneapolis. 

The Minneapolis and St, Paul 


members constitute themselves a ro- | move to collect $26,738 assertedly 


| due in 


tating committee, with at least two 
Present at every screening. These 
two decide for the out-of-towners 
whether the picture is good or bad, 

b.0. possibilities, the playing time 
that should be given and the days it 
should be spotted, etc. At least their 
recommendations in this 
are incorporated into reports which 


the organization mails to those out- 
of-town members desiring them, 





Committee Idea in NW 
Seattle July 29. 

Independent Exhibitors Assn. of 
Washington, Idaho and Alaska, affili- 
ate of the Pacific Coast Conference, 
is considering a plan to have a com- 
mittee of three, from various the- 
atres, take in certain tradeshows, 
thus dividing the burden, These to 
report to the others. 

The basic principle is liked, but 
the time and cost required are not 
so hot. It seems a foregone conclu- 
sion that it will be out of the ques- 
tion for exhibitors to come from 
eastern Washington and Idaho to this 
city, as distances are up to 400 miles. 


PENNSY CRACKS 
DOWN ON NAZI, 
COMMY PIX 











‘This | 


over on) 


sales’ | 








| eral months ago when the studic im- 


| allegedly due the agent in commis- 
| sions until a decision was handed 
respect | down on whether the actor or the 
| agent was entitled to the coin. j 


Philadelphia, July 29. 
Communist and Nazi propaganda 
| films got rough treatment at the 
| hands of the State Board of Motion 
| Picture Censors last week when the 
| body ordered a ban on the showing 
of Artkino’s ‘Soviet Frontier’ and 
‘The Red Army’ and UFA’s ‘Sieg in 
| Westen’ (‘Victory in the West’) in 
| Pennsylvania. 
The censors claimed that the films 
| came under the state law which for- 
| bids the screening of pictures which 
| have a ‘tendency to corrupt public 
morals.’ 
The Communist film ban was or- 
dered while a group of liberals and 
| Soviet sympathizers were waiting to 
' watch a preview at the Vine street 
| screening room. Mrs. Edna R. Car- 
| roll, board chairman, sent word to 
| William Friedman,  projectionist, 
warning him against showing the 
| film without a state seal. 
The board yesterday (Mon.) made 
its final decision on the Red double- 
feature after viewing it for the third 
| time. It ordered them prohibited 

from showing anywhere in the State 
on the grounds that they ‘would en- 
courage subversive groups.’ 











| 
| 


| SCHINE THEATRES’ 
POWWOW ON AUG. 5 


Gloversville, N. Y., July 29. 

| Gloversville will be host to a 
Schine Theatres convention which 
will bring to the city approximately 
200 members of the Schine organiza- 
tion for a four days’ meeting, start- 
ing next Tuesday (Aug. 5). Session 
will open at the Hippodrome with an 
address of welcome by Mayor 
Chauncey C. Thayer on behalf of the 








| 
| 





| ment decree are selling right 





City of Gloversville and with greet- 


of Commerce, represented by its 
secretary, Edward G. Walder. 
One of the highlights of the first 


ings from the Gloversville Chamber | 
| 


|session will be the introduction of 
employes who have been in the 
company’s service, 15, 10 and five 


| years, 





‘Selznick Still Pursues 





Errol Flynn for Commish 
Hollywood, July 29. | 


| Myron Selznick instituted another | 


recovery suit against Warners in 


commissions from. Errol 
Flynn. 

Similar action was dismissed sev- 
the 


pounded with court $15,000 
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nie KEYS Agnew’s Mahomet Technique; Par’s 
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Fate of Feature Film Grosses 
Under the Consent Decree 
Will Rest on a Dozen or 15 
First-Run Engagements— 
Showmanship, as Ever, a 
Merchandising Factor 








WOBBER’S FINDINGS 





Fate of feature film grosses under 
the Consent Decree, in the opinion 
of Herman Wobber, distribution 
head of 20th Century-Fox, will rest 
in the experience of a dozen or 
fifteen first run key spots in the 
country. With national tradeshow- 
ings of all the first block of five 
films completed, Wobber is concern- 
trating the entire sales organization 
of the company on campaigns for 
first public showings of the new 
product. 

Prices for the new season’s pic- 
tures, deals and percentages will 
hinge on successful showmanship 
and actual boxoffice intake in the 
key showings, Wobber declares. On 
that. account every initial showing 
in each principal territory will be 
regarded with the importance here- 
tofore given to national preems. 

Tradeshowings in the 32 exchange 
centers worked out pretty much to 
anticipations, Wobber says. When 
the conditions of the decree were 
finally established, 20th-Fox com- 
plied to the letter of the require- 
ments by listing showings almost 
exclusively in the film exchange 
projection rooms. Attendance apathy 
which created much concern among 
other sales’ organizations was a 
foregone conclusion. 

Of the five majors, signatory to 
the decree, only 20th-Fox completes 
its °40-41 release season on July 
31, the others holding over to Sept. 
1. What was regarded as a possi- 
ble handicap, inasmuch as the de- 
cree terms are effective with. ex- 
hibition of pictures after Sept. 1, 
‘as worked out to the benefit of 
2Uth-Fox, which is spotting its new 
features in affiliated National Thea- 
tre houses prior to the Sept 

Trade press reviews, Wobber says, 
are of increasing importance to 
both exchanges and theatres, under 
the decree terms. 

Salesmen No Like 
Los Angeles, July 29. 

Tradeshowings not popular with 
film peddlers. They say most exhibs 
not interested, stall on buying and 
generally wait until films go through 
first-runs before wanting to 
business. 


Film Rowites declare none of con- 
sent decree companies will do any 
bragging about big early season 


sales, and those outside the Govern- 
under 
their noses and unloading product in 
bigger packages than ever before. 


DECREE'S CURB 
ON REMAKES 


Fewer remakes during the 1941-42 





season because of Consent Decree | 


selling is anticipated in the film 
business, Fact that exhibitors are 
able to give all product the once- 
over, and check on the stories and 
their background, likely will act as 
a brake. 


With exhibs able to check in ad- 
vance at trade-shows or via trade- 
paper reviews, the average pro- 
ducer-distributor realizes that the 
sales resistence is apt to be accent- 
uated on remakes of oldies. 


1 date. | 


talk | 


Salesmen Will Take Pix to Exhibs 
If Exhibs Won't Come to Tradeshows 





If exhibs won’t come to trade- 
shows, Paramount will take trade- 
shows to the exhibs, Neil F. Agnew, 
Par’s v.p. in charge of distribution, 
declared Monday (28). New pro- 
gram of holding highly informal 
screenings for theatre operators in 
any spot where a dozen or even 
fewer of them can get together will 
begin as soon as the official show- 
ings required under the consent de- 
cree are concluded, Agnew said. 


Plan is to have the salesmen dump 
the prints into the backs of their 
cars and arrange to hold screenings 
for their customers wherever and 
whenever the customers decide. Idea 
is to have the exhibs in a limited 
area decide in which one of their 
houses a screening would be most 
convenient, and Par will hold it 
there. Agnew is of the opinion that 
exhibs will be glad to lend their 
houses for the purpose, with Par 
paying for the projectionist’s time 
and any other extra expenses in- 
curred. 


Theatremen, under this_ setup, 
won’t have to see all five pix unless 
they want to. They’ll perhaps want 
to see only one or two of which they 
are uncertain out of a block, and 
they can view them all at one time 
or on separate days as they choose. 
Invitations will consist of notes by 
the salesmen, such as: ‘Dear Sam— 
How's Thursday at 1:30 at Joe 
!Schmaltz’s house for ‘Buy Me That 
|'Town?’ to add to the informality. 

Agnew believes that it is prepos- 
terous to expect exhibitors to at- 
tend some 300 screenings a year. He 
feels that after the newness of the 
initial block-of-five screenings has 
worn off, all companies will make 
greater efforts to mold the showings 
to the convenience of the theatre- 
men. 


Metro ‘Not Disappointed,’ 
But Proj. Rooms Will Do 


Metro is not disappointed in at- 
tendance at its tradeshows, Metro 
sales chief William F. Rodgers de- 
| clared yesterday (Tuesday) in re- 
|vealing that owners of approxi- 
mately one-third of all theatres in 
the country saw the screenings of 
|‘Lady Be Good.’ Nevertheless, he 








} 


future and discontinue screenings in 


|any but the 32 key cities required | 


under the consent decree. 


Selecting figures from a_ break- 


down of M-G tradeshows prepared | 


for him and other execs of the com- 
;pany, Rodgers pointed out that a 
; total of more than 1,100 owners at- 
| tended the screenings in 65 cities and 


| that they represented an aggregate | 


of 5,400 theatres 
| He asserted that despite small at- 
itendance, in some cities, a large num- 


ber of houses were represented. In 
Ailanta, for instance, there were} 
only 23 owners present but they rep- | 
resented 343 theatres; in Boston 22 
operators represented 207 theatres, 
and in Charlotte, N. C., 11 owners 


| represented 146 theatres. 
‘Lady Be Good,” was 
|screening. Figures aren’t in yet for 
| ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ the second, held 
| last week, but indications are that 
| they will be better than for ‘Lady.’ 
| Final picture in Metro’s first block, 


Metro's first 


consisting of only three films, is 
being screened this week. It’s ‘Down 
in San Diego.’ 


Decision will be made this week | 


on the move into projection rooms 
'and from the cities not required by 
| the decree, Rodgers said. Despite the 
fairly satisfactory attendance at the 
| tradeshows, he pointed out, there is 


|no reason why exhibs cannot be ac- 


| commodated in projection rooms for 


| 


| better results than in large and com- 


| paratively sparsely-filled theatres. 





Projection Rooms Big Enough 
San Francisco, July 29. 


| Exchanges here probably will use | 


their own projection rooms for 
future consent screenings, due to 
slim attendance. First blocks (RKO 


said, Metro will probably confine its | 
showings to projection rooms in the | 


and Metro) were unreeled in the Al- 
hambra, deluxe nabe of the Nasser 
circuit, but actual exhibs attending 
could easily have been accommo- 
dated in preview rooms. 

Although some multi-change ex- 
hibs have gone around buying up 
everything .available in the indie 
field to protect themselves through 
next spring, this trend hasn’t been 
general enough to mean anything 
yet to major independents like Uni- 
versal. 





‘Only Those They Suspect’ 
Washington, July 29. 


Indications are that exhibs prob- 
ably will buy the way they always 
have in most cases, looking only at 
films they suspect beforehand. 


CARNEYS JOIN 
BASEBALL AS 
B.0. POISON 


Decline in picture business this 
summer is now blamed on traveling 
circuses (really small carnivals) and 
night baseball by exhibitors in small 
cities and towns. Check by several 
industry reps in récent weeks shows 
that few exhibs are displeased over 
the quality of product. They say the 
theatre programs are okay, but that 
outside competition is almost wholly 
to blame. Part of this competish 
comes from all types of outdoor ac- 
tivity, including motoring, but night 
baseball and the traveling carneys 
| hurt the most, 

While many smaller communities 
have felt the cempetition of noc- 
turnal ball games for several years, 
the popularity of the national 
pastime under the arcs has become 
accentuated in recent years. Not 
only have more leagues gone for it 











| but more night games have been 
placed on the schedules. 
Itinerant carnivals, calling them- 


selves circuses, also have cut consid- 

erably into summer grosses, the ex- 
These outfits travel by 
auto truck, have smail overhead but 
manage to take plenty of coin from 
various cities and towns visited. 
Folks from the area within a radius 
of 100 miles come to town—but they 
| don’t patronize film theatres. 


| hibs aver. 
| 


‘$1,500,000 IN BACK 
PAY SPREAD AROUND 


July 29 
Windfall in the form of retroactive 
pay under the wage-hour law 
spreads around $1,500,000 this week 
to studio workers. Some employees 
will receive as much as $600 apiece. 
Back pay largesse goes back to 
October, 1938, when the wage-hour 
|law became effective. Although ad- 
; vised they were not legally bound 
| to make the back payments, the pro- 
| ducers agreed to the payoffs, with 
| all companies to pass out the checks 
simultaneously. 


Hollywor d 





Time’s Texas Trailer 


| “Thumbs Up, Texas,’ regular Sep- 
| tember March of Time issue, will be 
pre-released in Texas on Aug. 12 by 
RKO. Short goes into 65 theatres of 
| Interstate Circuit, representing the 
| largest day-and-date deal set up 
within one state by Interstate. M. or 
T. film concerns the huge defense 
| activity in Texas. 

Regular August M. of T. is ‘Peace 
—by Adolf Hitler,’ being an array 
of broken promises by the Nazi 
leader, 
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Metro.) 


Hold Back the Dawn 


Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow 
production. Stars Charles Boyer, Olivia, de 
Havilland, Paulette Goddard; features Vic- 


tor Francen, Walter Abel. Directed by 
Mitchell Leisen. Screenplay by Charles 
Brackett and Billy Wilder; story, Ketty 
Frings; camera, Leo Tover; editor, Doane 
Harrison. Previewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., July 25, ’41. Running time, 114 
MINS. 

George ISCOVESCO... +. ee eee ees Charles Boyer 
Emmy Brown........-+- Olivia de Havilland 
Anita Dixon.......-e-+0% Paulette Goddard 
Prof. Van Den Luecken.....Victor Francen 
PEBMAMOOR.. occ cccscccsccccevese Walter Abel 
Anatole Bonbois......-seeeeeereee Curt Bois 
J PE MPVOTTUR TOTTI TTL TL. sestor Paiva 
ee SEYCPETOT ETT LL La Eve Puig 
Josepha KurZ......ceeceececees Eric Feldary 


Christine Van Den Luecken........--++ 
Michelaine Cheirel 
Anie Van Den Luecken.. Madeleine Le Beau 


WORT ccccccecesceevevccsesseeecses Billy Lee 
Berta Kurs. .ssccccese. Rosemary De Camp 
Mechanic. .ccccovesccceess Mikhail Resumny 
OR 66 ¢cearaneean eee .Sonny Boy Williams | 


American Consul..........Edward Fielding 
Young Woman (Climax Bar) 


Gertrude Astor 
OE SOP Ter ey ee rr re Don Douglas 
Nee errers Tere Tey Tt Chester Clute 
Second Mechanic.....6--eeee0. Jesus Topete 
PWhird Mechanic..cccecscccsceses Tony Roux 
Mexican Doctor. ..eeseeeees Francisco Maran 
Mexican Judgwe..cccccccoss Carlos Villarias 
DEOUIBMEEE. ccc cvcesesccvesseass Arthur Loft 
Bie, MacdGame. .icocccdecceses John Holland 
Mra. Brown...cccccccsccccees June Pickrell 
ee ED PRES CCT Buddy Messinger 
Emmy’s Doctor,........++:. George Anderson 
DNS 6660 v6 0 tteebese ees ene Pauline Wagner 


This looks like a surefire parlay 
into big boxoffice receipts—the po- 
tency of Charles Boyer, Olivia de 
Havilland and Paulette Goddard in 
a story that has all the vitamins for 
mass public appeal. 


While ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ is 
basically another European refugee 


yarn, scenarists Charles Brackett and | 


illy Wilder exercised some _in- 
enuity and imagination and Ketty 

rings’ original emerges as _ fine 
celluloidia. It’s a natural to attract 
women, both via Boyer and word- 
of-mouth, and it has just enough 
excitement intermingled with the 
love story and sundry poignant sit- 
uations to interest the male genre. 
Exhibitors will hear the coins jingle 
as they come in, and nice comments 
as they come out. 

In some respects Boyer is cast sim- 
ilarly to his role in ‘Algiers’"—a rogue 
of hypnotic charm over women. A 
gigolo in Europe, he’s washed up in 
Mexico by the war and the quota 
laws make his entry into the United 
States a dream at least eight years 
distant. Caught among numerous 
other Europeans likewise waiting for 
the bars to be let down, Boyer is 
rapidly rang | to seed in the Mexican 
town when he meets up with Paul- 
ette Goddard, his former partner in 
crime in Paris, Vienna, etc. She 
crashed the U. S. by marrying an 
American jockey, ditching him later 
by telling the judge she ‘wanted a 
man, not a radiator cap,’ and, still 
in love with Boyer, she puts him 
wise to the simple gimmick for mak- 
ing the immigration authorities’ re- 
lax. This sets the trap for Olivia 
de Mavilland, a romance-hungry 
school teacher escorting a flock of 
young boys on an excursion in Mex- 
ico over the July 4th holiday. 

Boyer is more interested in the 
fact than the deed. He looks upon 
marriage only as a passport over the 
border, figuring he can ditch the 
schoolmarm soon enough. In a 
whirlwind courtship, helped by the 
breakdown of Miss de Havilland’s 
station wagon, he meets and mar- 
ries her within a few hours and she 
scrams back to school with her 
parcel of American Indians and 
Miss Goddard’s wedding ring on her 
finger, Miss Goddard. meanwhile, 
having moved in on Boyer. Later 
complications set in when Miss de 
Havilland returss for a week’s 


honeymoon and Hoyer falls in love | with the motive for any young man’s | 
Miss God- 


with her simple charm. 


dard, jealous, tips the teacher off to|entirely lacking. Admittedly it is 
Boyer’s 100% -louse reputation. To | difficult to weave such a deep-| 
pile it on. immigration inspector | seated factor into a film, but that’s | 


| 
Walter Abel also makes it plain why | 


Bover married her 

girl, after first protecting Boyer’s | 
eventual entrv into the U.S.. drives 
off blindly and cracks un Boyer 


then crashes through the border 
reach her at the hospital. 


She is in- | pey i ses 
: . yeyond imposes on a loving and| 
enir . y , 4 . o ep: 2 | 
spired to recovery and at the fin-| faithful wife (Miss Bennett). He| 
ior weleomes him across the border. | picks Miss Bennett up in a dance 
egally.| Meanwhile. Miss Goddard | hall and marries her, unknowing 
has hooked onto another refugee, this 


time a wealthy one. 
This 
dramaties. Of the latter. 


story is a gem in itself. 


met in Europe. 
Leisen playing himself. 


and with immigration 
Abe! hot on his heels. offers to sell 


a story for $500, the coin to go to his 
wife in reimbursenrgnt for money 


she had given him. Leisen listens 
and then the flashback to Boyer’s ar- 
Tival in Mexico and the story is told 
with the offstage commentary for- 

ula so sharply popularized in ‘Our 

‘own.’ 

Also to Leisen’s credit ts a rea- 
Ustic portrayal of Mexico and Mexi- 
eans, and this film will not be an- 
other Pan-American ill-willer. In 


pthc itt hata inna 
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(Eight more Tradeshown film reviews, for 1941-42 release, under the > 

Consent Decree; 5 from Paramount, 2 from 20th-Fox, and one from q 
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is the essence without the 
a Mitchell 
Leisen’s technique of unfolding the 
The pic- 
ture tees off with Boyer calling at 
the Paramount studio in Hollywood 
and asking for a director he had once 
That’s Leisen, with 
Boyer, di- 
rect from his wife’s hospital room 
inspector 


ee ee 
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Leisen’s only visible mistake 


fact, 
is a tendency of the film to drag in 
spots, but this might be unavoidable 





due to Boyer’s slow delivery. On 
the whole, however, the pace is good 
'for a film of this type and every de- 
partmenit—camera, sound, costuming, 
| scenic, etc.—rate bows. 

The bends also go for the perform- 
ers, especially Miss de Havilland in 
the not very flattering role of a ro- 
mantic patsy. She turns in one of 
i her finest jobs yet in films. Boyer 
and Miss Goddard are not far be- 
| hind her in excellence in their re- 
| spective roles. Ditto Walter Abel as 
ithe cynical but sympathetic watch- 
| dog of the border. Victor Francen, 
one of the top stars in the pre-Hit- 
ller France, is co-featured with Abel 
| and the little he has to do as a Dutch 
| professor acting as ‘father’ to the 
refugee colony is done very well. 

In the populous cast there are nu- 
merous gems of acting, including 
| Rosemary De Camp, Curt Bois and 
Eric Feldery, as refugees; Mikhail 
Rasumny, as an excitable auto me- 
chanic plagued by Miss de Havil- 
land’s pupils, and Nesta Paiva, as the 
operator of the little Mexican hotel 
where the refugees are berthed. 

Scho. 


‘WILD GEESE CALLING 


Joe 
Fonda, 
William, 


Brown 
Joan 
Ona 


26th-Fox release 
production, Stars 
Bennett; features 


of Harry 
Henry 
Warren 





Munson, Barton MacLane. Directed by John 
Brahm. Screenplay by Horace McCoy from 
novel by Stewart Edward White; camera, 
Lucien Ballard; edftor, Walter Thompson; 
music, Alfred Newman. Reviewed at 
tradeshow, N. Y., July 2, ‘41. Running 
time, 78 MINS. 
John Murdock... ccccsccsovsass Henry Fonda 
BATE 0s cedcocacvesecessedsee Joan Bennett 
ONIN. 6 weedéesneese ory Tt Warren William 
Clarabella....ccocccssecsecesss Ona Munson 
Pirate Kelly...ccccecccecs Barton MacLane 
Len Baker....cccccvsscccsess Russell Simpson 
ON PPP CUeTeTETr CTT Try Iris Adrian 
BEGUN. wccccesesceseoeseges James C. Morton 
PERMABOT. ccccccescsccscets ..»-Paul Sutton 
SO rrr Seer ee errr Tre: | ee 
Be Fee errr re Stanley Andrews 
sg MOET TL Eee CERT .... Jody Gilbert 
| Headwaiter.......... Robert Emmett Keane 
PROGID, ccccpcdnsceereacrvecateteeeer Beerrel 
PEORONCT oc ccccsivecssrececs .. George Watts 
SN es sieedechakses Charles Middleton 


Here once again is demonstrated 
inability to transpose a best-selling 
novel to the screen with success. 
Stewart Edward White’s book (for 
which the studio paid $27,500) was 
the sensitive and understanding re- 
cord of a young lumberjack who 
couldn’t settle down, to whom every 
flight of the wild geese was a sym- 
bol calling him to new. adventure. 
20th-Fox has made of it little more 
than a travelog. Henry Fonda and 
Joan Bennett lend the film marquee 
strength that, with a good support- 
ing dualer, will enable it to get by 
for modest grosses. It will hold no 
important place, however, among the 
big coin-grabbers. 

Given good production and a cap- 
able cast, film flops on the story angle. 
Producer Harry Joe Brown and 
scripter Horace McCoy, it is evident, 
were undoubtedly aiming for at least 
an artistic success in their trans- 
lation of the White novel. 
a figure mounting a hill into the 
clouds, as wild geese fly overhead, 
should not be confused with art. 

John Brahm has directed the film 








the yarn 
incidents, 


the 
the 


and cameos 
rather than causing 
|plot to flow smoothly in a deep, 
narrow channel. Neither director 
i;nor writer has got his teeth into the 
real story, the thing that made the 
book not only a tale of adventure, 
but of sensitiveness and feeling. As 
it is, it is merely a superficial cata- 
log of the travels of a young man, 


episodic 


answer to the call of the wild geese 


Yarn details Fonda’s moves 
a backwoods lumber camp to Seattle 


"| and thence to Alaska, with the hard- 
to| ships his craving for new. territories 


that she is the ex-sweetie of his pal. 
Warren William. Situation when it 
reveals itself is, of course, em- 
barrassing and when Fonda finds his 
wife in William’s room (her mis- 
sion is actually innocent) he decides 
to leave her. Only the discovery 
she is to have a baby keeps him 
around. And when William risks 
his life to bring help to the mother 
in childbirth all is, of course, for- 
given all around. 

There’s surprisingly little drama 
in ‘Wild Geese Calling’ for a film 
laid in that rough-and-tumble period 
of the great northwest. One of the 
few moments of real] interest is that 
trip by William through a virtual 
hurricane to get help to his former 
gal and his friend’s wife. 

Fonda indicates perfect casting for 
the wandering lumberjack, giving 
the role every bit of the simplicity 
and strength it requires. Miss Ben- 
nett’s performance, on the other 








Shots of | 





at a slow pace, which tends to make | 








the difference between an ordinary 
and the duped: picture and a great one. | 
from | 


e . a. 
Miniature Reviews 
‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par). 
Charles Boyer, Olivia de Havi- 
land and Paulette Goddard in 

romantic drama. Big b.o. 

‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th). 
Weak filmization of best-seller 
of last year; Henry Fonda and 
Joan Bennett may help. 

‘Nothing But the Truth’ 
(Par). Bob Hope-Paulette God- 
dard in another strong laugh- 
(and coin-) grabber. 

‘New York Town’ (Par). Weak 
Fred MacMurray-Mary Martin 
starrer. a 

‘Down in San Diego’ (M-G). 
Inconsequential comedy-drama 
about a Nazi spy ring in a U. S. 
marine base. A minor dualer. 

‘Henry Aldrich For President’ 
(Par). Latest in the series, a 
natural for subsequent runs and 
duals. 


‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Plot- 
less filler-inner on duals. 
‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par). 


Comedy gangster yarn will pro- 
vide excellent support in duals. 

‘New Wine’ (UA). Excellently 
presented musical, OK for car- 
riage trade and as programmer. 


‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ 
(Col). Smash comedy of A 
calibre. 


‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Ann 
Sothern in character in a prize- 
fight yarn, which is just sparring 
for time. 

‘Hold That Ghost’ (U). Ab- 
bott and Costello in another 
laugh hit. Hefty b.o. for all runs. 

‘Dangerous Moonlight’ (RKO). 
British-made will hit nice b.o. 
pace in England on star names; 
weak in U. S. 

‘Murder by Invitation’ (Mono). 
Only for the most minor dualers. 

‘Bullets For O’Hara’ (WB). 
Woefully tame action meller; 
for bottom-dualling at best. 

‘I Was a Prisoner On Devil’s 
Island’ (Col). Heavy melodrama, 
with minor cast, destined for 
meagre biz on twinners. 

‘Wide Open Town’ (Pat). 
Strong entry in the Hopalong 
Cassidy series for good western 
programer. 

‘Thunder Over the _ Prairie’ 
(Col). Minor league western 
rates dual filler spots in the ac- 
tion houses and juve matinees, 








hand, is limited; and she falters 
when the dramatic going gets tough. 
Cast, including William, Ona Mun- 
son as an Alaskan prostie, and Bar- 
ton MacLane as the heavy, is other- 
wise fine. Some of the characteriza- 
tions are burlesqued too far, but 
that’s more the fault of writing and 
direction than acting. 

Score by Alfred Newman is note- 
worthy. 
a lift to the slow-paced sequences. 


Herb. 
. 

Nothing But the Truth 

Paramount release f Arthur Hornblow 
production, Sturs Bob Hope, Paulette God- 
dard; features Edward Arnold, Leif Erik 
son, Glenn Anders, Helen Vinson, Grant 
Mitchell. Dire ed by Elliott Nugent. 
Screenplay by Joon Hartman and Ken 
Englund; based on play by James 
gomery and novel by Frederick S. Isham; 
camera, Charles Lang; editor, Alma Mac- 
rorie. Previewed jin Projection Room, 

~ ‘Se sr ao "Se Running time, 89 
MINS. 

Steve Bennett... ..+.--Bob Hope 
Gwen Saunders....ccceces Paulette Goddard 
T. T. Rayston. sesovenes Edward Arnold 
Tommy Van Deusen........ Leif Erikson 
ia BMGT. 6 o.ocase eeecnes Glenn Anders 
Eames GYODREE, 6066s <vestoge-s Helen Vinson 
MR RA ere rrr Grant Mitchell 
| Samuel. died mewlekoehstebaee eee Willie Best 
James P,. Van Deusen.......Clarence Kolb 
Mrs. Van Deusen......... Catherine Doucet 
| Mrs. Rayston.. ...-Mary Forbes 
Mrs. Donnelly .-..-Rose Hobart 
Dr. I NOP DRATOR.cctasssewae Leon Belasco 
MiGS. "TUPWSPE . v0.0 0s 2 cceeucess Helen Millard | 
Mr ritch Riera neneade William Wright 
Shoe-Shine Boy....ceccees .+.-Osear Smith 
Offi i PPRPRCRTE Cee Dick Chandler 
Ite oni Catherine Craig 
Eld le See a aera Edward McWade 
a, PRUPTERET CR Tee K 1 Richards 
Doorma ecncesnececesc ce James Blaine 
Elevator Starter eee ..Jack Egan | 


Bob Hope’s the hottest cracker in 


Paramount’s box and the studio is 


giving him no chance to refrigerate. | 


A wise move, too, for the double- 
take comic, given a uniquely-turned 
story in ‘Nothing But the Truth,’ 
should provide the company with 
another top grosser. It’s not quite 
up to the recently-released ‘Caught 
in the Draft,’ but there are plenty of 
chuckles and between Hope and 
tempting and talented Paulette God- 
dard as marquee bait, it’s a soft 
touch for any exhib. 


Don Hartman and Ken Englund 
have machined a compact screen- 





It frequently serves to give | 


| contents. 
|}much 


| best this 
Mont- | Fred 





| straight actress. 

one song, the old ‘Yip I Adee I Ay’ | 
piece of,| 
| other 


land this 


| lonesome 
| up 


| faced 
| gets a job. 


!mans:on. 


same idea: the guy who had a $10,000 
bet that he could tell pothing but 
the truth for 24 hours. } 

Present version is as tight and 
neatly-fashioned as the best of the 
former ones and equally frothy, its 
only weakness being occasional 
lapses of dialog. Hope has tacked 
up a high standard for himself on 
the cross-talk and in this case could 
stand a few more gags and some 
sharper ones. More even spacing of 
them would also serve to kick up 
the pace and give the pic a general 
hypo. i 

Hope, with 10G’s given him by 
Miss Goddard with the plea he 
double it in three days, gets into a 
predicament where he puts up the 
coin as the stake in the truth-telling 
wager. Each of the trio with whom 
he makes the bet—Edward Arnold, 
Leif Erikson and Glenn Anders—has 
reason to wish before it’s over that 
Hope didn’t carry this honesty busi- 
ness quite so far, that providing 
plenty of complications on which to 
hang the 89-minute yarn. 

Elliott Nugent’s direction is deft 
and speedy, but he has no great 
problem in milking the tale for best 
results with the good cast and hand- 
some production handed him by pro- 
ducer Arthur Hornblow, Jr. Hope 
is equal to any comedy situation, 
while Miss Goddard has polished up 
her talents for farce to a healthy 
sheen and provides with it an extra 
dose of pretty face and haunting fig- 
ure. 

In the feature division, Arnold {s 
strong when he can be his typed 
self, suffers somewhat when called 
upon for an over-share of the frothy 
stuff. Erikson and Anders make 
nothing particular out of their roles, 
while Helen Vinson, Willie Best and 
Catherine Doucet stand out in the 
lesser categories. Herb. 


NEW YORK TOWN 


(ONE SONG) 


Paramount production and release. 
Fred MacMurray, Mary Martin; 
Robert Preston, Akim Tamiroff, 
Overman, Eric Blore, Fuzzy Knight. 
rected by Charles Vidor. Screenplay by 
Jo Swerling and S, Lewis Meltzer; story, 
Jo Swerling; camera, Charles Schoenbaum; 
editor, Doane Harrison. Previewed in Pro- 


Stars 
features 
Lynne 

Di- 


jection Room, N. Y., July 25, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 75 MINS, 
Victor Ballard: ...scicscsee Fred MacMurray 
AlesanGoer CUrtis. . .scccsvccess Mary Martin 
Paul Brygon, Jf. ..scccscvscs Robert Preston 
Stefan TJANOWSGE).covcesesess Akim Tamiroff 
eee pres tare et neyo Lynne Overman 
bag . SRTUUETUPULerieie Cet .Erie Blore 
Gus Nelson Fuzzy Knight 
Shipboard Host. ..csccecsssees Cecil Kellaway 
PE cdi bcs ectuseacbacsukas Olive’ Prickeit 
Master-of-ceremonies........ Ken Carpenter 
yg |, Cape rere errr Iris Adrian 
MOG co cccccccecsoncsese Edward McNamara 
PONE Hct cccavecewsedesceudtes Sam McDaniel 
PERG. BIBUY .ccceccccvcceceseuses Grace Hayle 
My. CORDIOF. .cccccvcevecscoes Chester Clute 
if Linda Gage 
i, PERE CRE Tee Te Frances Marion 
CONSOR. TORS soc. ccvscveceves George Meader 
Spectator at Broadcast...... Marshall Ruth 
eS Ree ee Margaret Hays 
Gil WIR GUvel. .caceccéces’s Marjorie Doan 
INNES & bb ec46 00%.6en5be eseeees Lilyan Irene 
CIVGP s coc cvveneceseebecsabecdecs Jack Rice 
Pe 4 err sevecevess samOme® Bite 
Paramount, writer Jo Swerling 


and director Charles Vidor appear 


| to have pulled formula No. 12 out of 
a hat and, with a few minor switches | 


here and there, come up with ‘New 
York Town.’ It’s an old idea fre- 
quently done better in the past and 
Par’s salesmen will have an easier 
time selling it on the basis of the 
cast names rather than its 
It is not going to 

at the boxoffice at any 
the title itself being a scarer. 
is a programmer, 
MacMurray the 


mean 
rate, 


second poor 


| vehicle in succession following ‘One 


Night in Lisbon.’ 


Not only the stu- 
dio is 


typing MacMurray, but the 


| actor himself can’t seem to find some 
|new expressions. 


He’s beginning to 
look alike in everything he does, and 


|} only the words he speaks are differ- | 
| ent. 
Mary Martin, as his co-star in this | 


picture, turns in a good job as a 
She’s only given 
as an incidental 
business. 

The story is about three waifs in 


N. Y.—MacMurray as a brash young | 
|man‘trying to get along by cutting 


Miss 

whom 
on the street 
slum quarters 
professor Akim 
with 


corners; Martin, broke 
MacMurray 
and brings to the 
he shares with art 
Tamiroff, a refugee 
deportation unless 


and 
picks 


ever, in light of the terrace 
Murray and Tamiroff boast, and 
from the terrace there’s a view of 
the East River so glorious it’s doubt- 


ful if any penthouse on Sutton Place | 


can boast the same. 

Big-hearted MacMurray suggests 
to Miss Martin that she find herself 
a rich husband. She reluctantly fol- 
lows his advice and, since it’s a cinch 
in N. Y., she sure enough comes up 
with young and handsome Robert 
Preston, who has nothing else to do 
but pitch horseshoes in the living 
room of his sumptuous Fifth avenue 
All the time Miss Martin 


play trom the time-proven kernel| is hooking Preston, she’s in love with 
which started as a novel by Fred-|MacMurray and vice versa, so, of 


erick S. Isham, later became a sock! course, the blowoff has MacMurray | 


legiter by James Montgomery, star- 
ring William Collier, and ended up 
twice previously in films—first as a 
silent by Metro in 1920 with Taylor 
Holmes top-billed and then as a 
talker in 1929 by Paramount, with 
Richard Dix as the funny-boy. 

Wide and varied have been the 
facets of the plot through all that 





writing and rewriting, but underly- 
ing them all, of course, has been that 





slugging Preston and taking back his 
girl. 

Sponsors of Bob Hawk’s ‘Take-It- 
or-Leave-It’ program, as well as ra- 
dio itself, are not going to be very 
happy over the injection of a quiz 
program situation in this film. This 


has Ken Carpenter, who is a real- 
life radio announcer, impersonating 
a radio announcer- and hungry-for- 
money Miss Mafttin is on the receiv- 


| will serve to get it by 





intrinsic | 


At | ald, 


and for | 


| prominently, don’t jell. 


he | 
It’s a unique slum, how- |! 
Mac- | 





——— 


ing end of the questions, with Mae. 
Murray signalling the right answerg 
from the audience. Radio isn't goin 
to like that kind of a tipoff to th 
general public. 

By the heels, from out of nowhere, 
are dragged in Lynne Overman, as g 
iegless beggar who had been res. 
cued in World War I by Tamiroff, 
and Eric Blore, as Preston's butler 
but not so comic in a tiresomely re. 
peated situation of being bitten by 
a dachshund. Overman likewise ig 
unfunny with the material handed 
him by the Jo Swerling-S. Lewig 
Meltzer screenplay, and it’s also 
more than slightly ridiculous to have 
a legless beggar making the rounds 
of lawyers’ offices, etc., in an attempt 
to stave off Tamiroff’s deportation, 

In a ludicrous effort to portray a 
cross-section of a _ tenement, the 
writers also ring in Fuzzy Knight as 
a cab-driver overwhelmed by the 
news that he has just become father 
to quadruplets. Previous to this the 
cameras ran into another tenement 
windcw where a canary lays dead 
in its cage. That’s director Charles 
Vidor’s way of dramatically tipping 
off there’s been a suicide. Maybe 
Vidor could do with another gander 
at ‘Cavalcade.’ 

There’s little to anybody's credit 
in this film, the only possible ex. 
ception, besides Miss Martin, being 
Tamiroff who, in underplaying for a 
change, steals the acting honors with 
ease. 

The camera work is average. 

Scho, 


DOWN IN SAN DIEGO 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Metro release of Frederick Stephani proe 
duction. Directed by Robert Sinclair, 
Screenplay by Harry Clark and Franz G, 


Spencer, based on story by Franz G, 
Spencer; camera, Paul Vogel; editor, Ben 
Lewis. Tradeshown at Ambassador Hote] 
theatre, L, A., July 28, ‘41. Running time, 
69 MINS. 

Hank Parker...... errr eee Ray McDonald 
Betty Haines,............ Bonita Granville 
A} BEARINGS. «0280 eeccccccces Dan Dailey, Jr, 
‘Snap’ Connors..,.... Sovossesee Leo Gorcey 
Crawford Carter..... eee. Charles B. Smith 
Mildred Burnette...........Uorothy Morris 
Henry Schrode..... eceeee ROHDert O. Davis 
POON 6.560% 0 06946606 hevecneccs Joseph ng ha | 
MU 0602666454 c6sandboeseceed Anthony War 
Louie SchwartzZ.......... Stanley Clements 
Col. Halliday...cceccccsecess Henry O'Neill 
Matt Herman....cccccccecs William Tannen 
POMEL Sncceecdebeuees er eee Ludwig Stossel 
PRODTIOIIORD ccvvcccessecnes Connie Gilchrist 
SETS GOP. 6 ck ct scesssviecess A} Trescony 


Originally titled ‘Young Ameri- 
cans,’ this lightweight comedy-drama 
misses by a wide margin. A few 
widely scattered gags and its martial 
theme, centered about espionage ac- 
tivities at the San Diego naval base, 
in the less 
important situation on the lower end 
of duals. 

Marquee strength is practically nil 
while slipshod piloting and scripting 
have resulted in nothing more stimus 
lating than a series of chase episodes, 
reminiscent of hoss opera. The serv- 


lice angle is almost submerged in a 


welter of trite spy ring complications 
and considerable footage is wasted 
with talky, painfully slow explana- 
tory scenes. It shouldn’t have over- 
taxed the brain-power of the writing 
battery to find some other means of 
informing Bonita Granville that her 
brother is in a jam than by a boring 
seauence rehashing stuff already 


|familiar. The same technique is un- 
successfully employed in a few in- 
stances. 


Miss Granville and Ray McDonald, 
newcomer, are out on a limb as ro- 
mantic juve leads. For Ray McDon- 
Broadway hoofer making his 
first appearance in films, it’s not an 
auspicious opening. McDonald plays 
straight, without either comedy or 
dancing relief, and is not given any 
opportunities to show. As handled 


i here he is an impressively negative 


quantity. 

A few hysterical dramatic scenes, 
which Bonita Granville figures 
She’s over- 
acting most of the way in an over- 
written part and not very convincing 
in the stagey portions of the yarn. 
Miss Granville essays a maturity 
which is not in character with the 
types in the picture. As & 
showcase for McDonald and Bonita 
Granville it’s a dud, though both 
young people fave potentialities 
which could be capitalized if given 
adequate script attention. Mori 


H. Aldrich for President 


in 


o 


Paramount release of So 

duction Features James Lyden, Charles 
Smith, June Preisser. Directed by Hugh 
| Bennett, Original screenplay by Val Bure 
ton (sequel to Clifford Goldsm th’s ‘Henry 
\ldrich’ stories); camera Join Me ill; 
editor, Thomas Neff. Previewed in Projec- 
tion Room, N. Y., July 28, ‘41. Running 
time, 73 MINS, 
| Henry Aldrich.......e+.seeeeed James Lyden 
Dizzy StevenB....cccccccccess Charles Smita 
Geraldine Adams........++..-June Preisser 
Phyllis Michael..... RT i Mary Anderson 
Mary Aldrich............Martha O'Driscoll 
Mrs. Aldrich...ccoccssees: Dorothy Peterson 
Mr. Aldrich.....++ Uecintedeeseess John Litel 
Ed Calkins....... 6e6aeesascecesene Camere 
Marvin Bagshaw.......Frank Coghlan, Jr. 
Mr. Crosley....... Saeeeas Lucien Littlefield 
Irwin Barrett..... veceeeee- Kenneth Howell 
TURE TOAGN 56x 0sccbente pts ses Buddy Pepper 


.Vaughan Glaser 
eieecees Dick Paxton 
Paul Matthews 
TrTTe Ts Bob Pittard 
{Bud MeCollister 
|Carmen Jofsnson 
{ Helen Westcott 
Rosita Butler 
Georgia Lee Settle 


Mr. Bradley...... 
Red MacGowan...sesee 


Students..... 





Henry Aldrich, already popular 
via legit, radio and pictures, should 
satisfy previous followers and poOSs- 
sibly gain new devotees from this 
well-made Paramount comedy. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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“Lhe Guy Who Wrote 
That Review Knows What 
He's Writing About’ 


A tilm reviewer just doesn’t sit down and dash off a film review. Va- 
riety’s reviews are not written that way. 





—_— 














Variety believes its reviews are important. They’re important to us, 
anyway, because we know how tough it is to write a good review, and how 
long it takes to develop a good reviewer. 


The picture business knows about critics and criticism. It ought to, for 
it has suffered enough from poor criticism, trade or daily paper, since the 
industry's inception. The newspapers used to scoff at pictures; allowed any- 
one to ‘catch’ q film. And that was the public’s guide to the local picture. 
It's better now. But how much better? The trade papers? They tied their 
reviews to advertising. Still do. 





Variety was the first trade paper to fight for the independence of its re- 
views. It's still fighting. And if you're still reading we'll mention that Variety 
is the first paper, trade or daily, which ever printed a film review. It is also 
the paper that gave the industry ‘Running Time.’ 


About that fighting for reviews. In last week's Variety (July 23), on 
Page 9, we carried an ad to boost ourselves. That ad showed how RKO 
reprinted a Variety review on an RKO picture and sent it to exhibitors, and 
its own salesmen, to help sell that film. This week RKO has barred all ad- 
vertising from Variety because of Variety's review of ‘Here Is a Man,’ an ) 
RKO picture. 





Certainly, Variety believes its reviews are important. When it costs us 
money you can bet it’s important. But it’s proof to the trade of the claim 
that our reviews are on the level. We've said it for 35 years. It still goes. 


— 


Variety's film reviews are primarily aimed at the theatre men, the ex- 
hibitors. ‘Will it get money?’ Answer that one first. Variety always has. 
They are also intended to be of interest to the studio production staff and 
| the cast. Film reviewing, to us, is not simply a matter of trying to tell an 
| exhibitor how to exploit the picture. It's got to give him a complete picture 
of the picture, and accurately. : 








Picture men all over the world read Variety's film reviews. So do some 
of the bankers in Wall Street. Are they interested in the chances of a new 
picture? Is their dough tied up in pictures? What do you think? 

niaciaaile nae eR rare PC ST Lei a ee A ee ~~ 

Yes, film reviews are important. At least, we think they're important— 
and we think ours are the best. We also believe that the highest praise a 
Variety film review can attain is for an exhibitor, director, performer, banker 
or stockholder to say: 





“THE GUY WHO WROTE THAT REVIEW 
KNOWS WHAT HE’S WRITING ABOUT” 
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Repeaters, Opposish Slow Down L.A.; 
‘Shepherd $18,000; “Maisie -Marxes, 


22G; Manpower’ 2d 136; Tom, 196 Tlie Reng te 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
Gross business tapering 


though fairly good on the 
dates. Last week came in somewhat 
under expectations, with receipts 
clipped by general interest in Wen- 
dell Willkie’s Hollywood Bowl ap- 
pearance, Lord Halifax guesting and 
the Pastor-Thompson knucklefest. 
Paramount, currently with ‘Shep- 
herd of the Hills’ is off with ap- 
proximately $18,000 in sight, while 
Chinese and Loew's State are get- 
ting oniy mild response at $10,000 
and $12,000, respectively, with “Ring- 
side Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘The Big 


Store’ (M-G). ; 
Repeats have comparatively strong 
expectations, Pantages and RKO 


heading for a combined take of 
around $18,000 on the second week 
of ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO), 
which looks like a third week. 
Downtown and Holivwood are set- 
ting a good pace with ‘Manpower 
in second week, indicating okay $13,- 
000 for both houses after a nifty 
$18,300 on the first. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(26th wk). ‘Maintaining a consisent- 
ly good pace with $6,000 expected 
after close to similar figure the pre- 
vious week. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M- 
G) and ‘The Big Store’ (M-G). Not 


too good at around $10,000. Last 
week ‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) and 
‘A Very Young Lady’ (20th), rolled 
up $11,000 on eight days. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Healthy $7,000 in sight after good 
$9,500 on the first week. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Profitable $4,200 expected after 
excellent $5,200 opening week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk). In the 
neighborhood of $6,000 likely on re- 
peat, good. Last week hit approxi- 
mately $8,800, first rate. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200° 30-44-55) 
—T'll Wait for You’ (M-G) and ‘Re- 
pent at Leisure’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Weak $7,000 in the cards. 
Last week ‘Lady From Louisiana’ 
(Rep) and ‘West Point Widow’ (Par), 
with stage show, so-so $6,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘Big Boss’ (Col) (2d wk). Hefty $9,- 
300 likely after very good $12,500 on 
first week. Ginger Rogers’ following 
held largely responsible for strong 
showing and likely to hold a third 
week, 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 


75)—‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) and 
stage show. Around $18,000 indi- 
cated, good, and h.o.s. Last week 


‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and ‘Forced 
Landing’ (Par), with Earl Carroll 
unit on stage, rolled up $22,500, okay, 
though slightly under expectations. 

RRO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘Big Boss’ (Col) (2d wk). Robust 
$9,500 expected after strong opening 
week at $12,000. Third week for 
same combo indicated. 

State ‘Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 30-44- 
55-75 )—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘The Big Store’ (M-G). About $12,- 
000 in sight, fair. Last week ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ (20th) and ‘Very Young 
Lady’ (20th), in the neighborhood of 


13 “> y Sirs ' 

BR P93 2 ee a 2 ; 
30-44-55 )—‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) 
and ‘A Very Young Lady’ (20th). 
Not very exciting $3,300 expected. 
Last week ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘The Get-a-Away’ (M-G), week $2,- 
900 for eight days. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
-— ‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) and ‘A 
Very Young Lady” (20th). Heading 
for good $4,500. Last week ‘Man 
Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Accent on Love’ 
(20th), repeater got mild $4,000 on 
eight days. 





Victory’-Jerry Colonna 


Good $10,500 in Indpls. 





: Indianapolis, July 29. 
Biz is looking up here, 
rather dull last week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) 


Again’ (RKO). 


heart Campus’ (Col). Fair $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and 
‘Dare Not Love’ (M-G), poor $8,100. 
Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50) — 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and Jerry 
Colonna and acts on stage. Good 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Wake Up Amer- 
ica’ on stage with ‘Paper Bullets’ 
(Rep) on screen, weak $8,000, 


off this | 
week, with holdovers in six houses, | 
repeat 





' 
| 
i 
| 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ............$266,500 
(Basea on 1Z theatres) . 
Total Gross Same Week 
ers ree 245,600 
(Based on 11 theatres; 


JUNGLE. $6,000. 








Cincinnati, July 29. 

Cinema center’s b.o. holding up 
surprisingly well in face of swelter- 
ing weekend, ~/hen 
bobbed above the 100-degree line for 
local high in several years. 

‘Blossoms in Dust,’ at Albee, is the 
topper this week, trailed by ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill’ at the Palace. Frank 
Buck’s ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ is spright- 
ly for Keith’s and holding for nine 
days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). All right 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Tom, Dick’ 


(RKO), good $12,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 33-40-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d wk). Held 
for third week of moveover run. 
Okay $4,500, following last week’s 
swell $6,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Cyclone Horseback’ (RKO) and 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), split with 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) and ‘Double 
Cross’ (PRC). Steady $1,800. Same 
last week for ‘Shot Dark’ (WB) and 
‘Redhead’ (Mono), divided with 
‘Passage Hong Kong’ (WB) and 
‘Silver Stallion’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1.430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Dandy 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ 
(WB) (2d run), very good $5,000. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 33-40-50) 


40)—'Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
i (M-G). Good $10,000. Last 


temperature | 


for some time. Last week, ‘Blondie 
Society’ (Col), disappointing $3,000, 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). Second change- 
over for third week on front line. 
Mild $3,000. Last week, ‘Moon Mi- 
ami’ (20th) (3d run), sad $2,500. 
Paiace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)-— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). Fair egy 
(Par), 





‘BOMBAY,’ 10G, GINGER 
636, GOOD IN OMAHA 


Omaha, July 29. 

Ginger Rogers’ popularity is giv- 
ing ‘Tom, Dick and Harry a big 
| week at the Brandeis. ‘That Ham- 
| ilton Woman,’ plus ‘Thieves Fall Out’ 
,at the Orpheum also looks good. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
| 25-35-40)—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and 
'‘Knockout’ (WB). Smash _ $6,500. 
| Last week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 
j}and ‘Shining Victory’ (WB), pretty 
‘good $5,500. 

(Tristates) (2,000; 


Omaha 10-30- 


week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
|*Magic Music’ (Par), rather light 


$8,000. 
| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
/ 40)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
| ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). Good $10,- 
000, or better. Last week, ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th) and ‘Bride Crutches’ 
(20th), fair $9,500 in heat wave. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 


‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Trial Dugan’ 
(M-G), ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and 


‘Dare Not Love’ (WB). Fair $900. 
Last week, ‘Great Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Lie’ (WB), sovlit with 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G). ‘Knew An- 
swers’ (Col) and ‘Life Henry’ (Par), 
$800, n.g. 

Town (Goldberg) (1.500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Painted Springs’ (Col), ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th) and ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), 
triple split with ‘Dead Men Tell’ 
(20th), ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and 
‘Llama Kid’ (Par), ‘Lone Wolf 
Chance’ (Col) and ‘Great Lie’ (WB). 
iGood $1,000. Last week, ‘Pirate 
Horseback’ (Par), ‘Invisible Woman’ 
(U) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th), 
triple split with ‘Hands Across Rock- 
ies’ (Col), ‘Shadow Stairs’ (WB) and 
‘Two-Fisted Sheriff’ (Col), and 
‘Emergency Squad’ (Par) and ‘Top- 
|}per Returns’ (UA), good $1,000. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960-600-300; 25)—‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Trial Dugan’ (M-G), ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ 
(WB). Neat $1,100. Last week, 
‘Great Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Lie’ 





| houses, 


Natives Desert Philly in Heat Wave; 
Tom, $12,000, Sailors, 3G, Both NG. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
WES WOR occ tactees $1,413,500 
(Based on 27 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly frst runs, tneluding 


N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
PP rte $1,291,600 


(Based on 25 cities, 162 theatres) 








‘BRIDE, $11,000. 


TORRID IN BUFF. = 





Buffalo, July 29. 
Despite sweltering heat main stem 
by hanging out attractive 
screen bait, are coaxing some mighty 
heavy wampum out of the slacks of 
the summer customers. 

‘Bride Came C.O.D.,’ at Lakes, is 
in the top money class. “Tom, Dick 
and Harry,’ at Century, also racking 
up profitable frame. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and Vaughn 
Monroe orch on stage. Not too 


potent but oke considering heat; 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), 
pleasant $10,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Bride C.O.D.’ and ‘District Attor- 


ney’ (Rep). Very good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and 
‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB), slick 
$11,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th) and ‘Passage Hong- 
kong’ (WB) (2d run). Stiles turn- 
ing slowly, probably around $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) (2d 
run) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), nig. 
$5,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Under Age’ (Col) and ‘Richest 
Man’ (Col), n.g. $5,500. Last week, 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Hit 
the Road’ (U), good $8,500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000: 
30-44)—‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) = and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO). Proving 
sturdy coin-getter. Should better 


after 


(2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Meet 
Very good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), good $9,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) plus ‘Sweet- 


—Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO), nine 
days. Excellent $6,000. Best here 








(WB). split with ‘People Kil- 
dare’ (M-G), ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) 
and ‘Life Henry’ (Par), fair $1,000. 


$8,500. Last week, ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB) and ‘Wings of Steel’ (WB), 
very poor $4,000. 








~ NATIONAL B. 


O. SUMMARY _ 





Ginger Rogers, James Cagney and Bette Davis 
Sweltering First Runs; ‘Hold That Ghost’ Starts Big 


Holding Up 





‘Heat’s awful, but biz isn’t bad.’ is the terse comment 
on the past week from Variety’s Pittsburgh corre- 
spondent, and it pretty well defines the national situa- 
tion. Cooling systems are paying dividends. But a lot 
of people are going to theatres to see the pictures, too. 

Ginger Rogers is carrying the bulk of the exhibition 
load currently, ably assisted by James Cagney and 
Bette Davis. ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) is showing 
in a score of the big city first runs, and already is 
manifesting holdover strength. ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ 
(WB) has played m..ny initial dates, but is still hold- 


films are Broadway standouts, ‘Tom’ getting $90,000 in 
second week at the Music Hall, following a big $104,000 
opener, and ‘Bride’ stretching to $47,500 at the Strand. 
Both mid-winter figures. 

In the western sky is a new comet. From San Fran- 
cisco comes first report on ‘Hold That Ghost,’ newest 
of the Abbott-Costello wicket-spinners. Take, $14,000, 








big for the theatre’s capacity. Also dated for Aug. 7 at 


Providence. There’s no reticence about frequent re- 
leases of this team. 
of ‘In the Navy,’ which is still blasting records in first 
runs. Holding over this week in Minneapolis; Brook- 
lyn, strong 14G after 20G opening week, and Portland. 
Despite extended first runs everywhere, ‘Navy’ is 
cleaning up in the big town subsequents. 


‘TOM, DICK’ AND ‘BRIDE C.0.D.’ 


following $19,000 opening; Cincinnati, $4,500 on move- 
over; Los Angeles, second week, two houses, $18,800, 
and Baltimore, second, $10,000 after initial $15,300, 
smash, Best in town also in Louisville, Denver, Omaha, 
and strong in Buffalo and Portland. Only Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia light. 

Without support of any big- stage name, ‘Bride’ 
garnered $35,000 at the Cricago theatre, and is showing 
strong in Detroit, second week; Cincinnati, third week; 
Philadelphia, second week, and Denver, third week. 
Good opening in Minneapolis and Buffalo. 

After leading the field for the past month, ‘Caught in 
the Draft’ (Par) is liquidating its first runs, but not 
without a final punch, Finished at the Paramount on 
Broadway with five-week gross of $245,000, new sum- 
mer record for the theatre. Other wire returns dis- 
close: Detroit, fourth week; Cincinnati, 3; Chicago, 5; 
Philadelphia, 4; Pittsburgh, 3; Brooklyn, 3; Washington, 
3, and Seattle, 4. Bookings for the boys to shoot at for 
some time to come. 
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Neither ‘Shepherd in the Hills’ (Par) nor ‘Blossoms | 


‘Ghost’ comes right on the heels 


‘Tom’ is healthy in second weeks in Boston, $15,000 


Of other new films, ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Par) is 
just fair to average in Boston, Lincoln, Baltimore and 
Minneapolis. 

‘Underground’ and ‘Manpower (both WB) are strong, 
although not yet in wide release. Former is big in 
Cleveland; good in ’Frisco; best of the straight film 
shows in Philadelphia, and big in Pittsburgh, with stage 
attraction. ‘Manpower’ had a good second week, two 
houses, in Los Angeles; great in Seattle: strong in 
‘Frisco and a fair second week in Brooklyn. 


in the Dust’ (M-G) is potent everywhere, but selected 
spots are good. Former faded badly in second week in 
Cleveland, but held strong in second stanzas in Port- 
land and Seattle. Los Angeles, first run, $18,000, but 
only fair in Baltimore. ‘Blossoms’ wilted to a bad $8,500 
in Cleveland, opened to fair $12,000 in Chicago, and 
did average in Providence, Kansas City (plus), Cincin- 
nati, Baltimore and Seattle. 

‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) was first class everywhere 
on first weeks, but slipped on holdovers in Detroit. 
Cleveland, Louisville, Seattle and a few other spots, 

‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) showing well in Chicago, 
third week; Kansas City and Cincinnati. 


Reissues not as hot as the weather. Product shortage 
has brought off the shelves ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO), 
giddy in Minneapolis; ‘Mata Hari’ and ‘Navy Blue and 
Gold’ (both M-G), fair in Boston and Pitt; ‘Ruggles’ 
(Par), red in Denver, and ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) 
and ‘The Plainsman’ (Par), just so-so where played. 
Standout, however, is Disney’s ‘Snow White,’ which 
clipped $7,500 at the Geary (legit) in ’Frisco. 


Seen through the boxoffice window: ‘The Dictator’ 
(UA) in its sixth week in Montreal. Three holdovers 
in Minneapolis: ‘Navy,’ ‘Bombay’ and ‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop.’ ‘In the Navy’ and ‘That Hamilton Woman,’ 
both about sea-fighters, a strong dual in Seattle. ‘Fan- 
tasia’ in 37th week, Broadway, and 26th week, in Los 
Angeles. ‘Sunny’ (RKO) got a delayed first run in 
Philadelphia to big $17,000, with Paul Whiteman, added. 
Roxy on Broadway near a new low record with ‘Parson 
of Panamint’ (Par). ‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) did 
better at the Criterion than ‘Barnacle Bill’ at the 
Capitol, on Broadway. First report on ‘Caroline’ (RKO) 
is good from Palace, Chicago. There’s one more ‘Hardy’ 
coming on '40-'41 contracts. 









Philadelphia, July 29, 

Terrific heat wave over the week- 
end, which brought about the great- 
est exodus from the city in recent 
years, is kicking the props out from 
under local boxoffices. 

Only a couple of spots managing 
to pull through with respectable 
grosses, one being ‘Underground’ 
which had the help of some expert 
exploitation handling. Newcomers 
making a sorry entrance were ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ and ‘Three Cock- 
eyed Sailors.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablowsky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Looks like poor $2,000, 
Opener of second-run showing fair 


Boyd (WB) (2.560; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Ginger’s latest 
effort proving a disappointment with 
bare $12,000 in till. Last week, 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par), fared even 
worse with just about $9,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768: 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Sunny’ (RKO) with Paul White- 
man orch. Set.for around $17,000, 
thanks to Whiteman and not bad 
considering weather break. Last 
week, combination of Harry James 
band and ‘Big Store’ (M-G), nice 


$19,000. 

(WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Underground’ (WB). Looks like the 
best of the straight filmers with an 
okay $15,000. Last week, ‘Caught 
Draft’? (Par), wound up three week's 
stay with an even $10,000. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (2d run). 
Sad 3,000. Last week, ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB), almost hit an all- 
time low with ultra-sour $2,000 for 
initial run showing. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d run), 
Showing signs of wear in fourth 
week downtown with so-so $3,500, 
Last week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), 
ditto. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Bride C.0.D.” (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Bearing up fairly well with $11,000. 
Initialer okay $16,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57) — 


‘Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). Drunken 
gobs staggering along to punk 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 


(M-G), grabbed okay $3,800 for sec- 
ond week. 


‘BLOSSOMS’ NICE $10,500 
AS PROV. GETS TORRID 


Providence, July 29. 
Hot weather finally catching up 
with Providence main-stemmers. 
RKO Albee is reopening Aug. 7 
with ‘Hold That Ghost.’ George 
French returning as manager, with 
John Kane as assistant and William 
M. Morton as house publicist. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U) (2d run). Heat wave 
has struck home, with house look- 
ing for only fairish $2,000. Last 
week ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Shin- 








ing Victory’ (WB) (2d run), nice 
$3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 10-25-35)— 
‘Dead Man’s Shoes’ (Mono) and 


‘Desert Bandit’ (Rep). Fairish $2,000. 
Last week ‘Gangs Here’ (Mono) and 
‘Silver Stallion’ (Mono), good $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and ‘Out 
of Fog’ (WB). Hitting for snappy 
$8,500. Last week ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 
oh. SFO * &. £33 : > * 





State (Loew) = (5,200; 

‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Scatter- 
good’ (RKO). Pretty good $10,500. 
Last week ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col), good 
$11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2.000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col). Rather slow 
$5,500. Last week ‘Shepherd Hills 
Ht and ‘Angels Wings’ (Par), good 

,500. 





‘Caught Draft’ Great 
$18,000 in Jersey C. 


Jersey City, July 29. 

‘Caught in the Draft’ and ‘A Very 
Young Lady’ are bringing the busi- 
ness to the Stanley. Other houses 
have been suffering from the heat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—'Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA). Quiet $12,500 antici- 
pated. Last week ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cheers Miss Bishop’ (UA) (2d 
wk.), nice $8,800. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 28-33-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th). This should 
bring in mighty $18,000. Last week 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘San Antonio 
Rose’ (U), satisfying $13.000. 

State (Skouras) (2.150; 28-33-50) 
—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Accent 
Love’ (20th) (2d wk.). Moderate 
$6,000. Last week 3 days) good 
$4,000. 
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Good Pix, Cooling Systems Hypo Chi; 
Bette-Cagney-Vaude Hefty $37,000, 
Blossoms Sweet BG, Draft Still Big 


vv 





Chicago, July 29. 

Lineup of pictures in the loop 
currently indicates good strength 

ractically all down the line and the 
oxoffice reaction is satisfactory. 
The cooling system, though not pub- 
licized as much as the old days, is 
still a considerable boxoffice booster. 

Still a power is ‘Caught in the 
Draft, which is currently in its 
fifth loop week and looks able to 
keep going . It’s now in the Apollo 
after three weeks in fhe big Chicago, 
where it was a huge money-maker. 

In the Chicago currently is ‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ and the names of Bette 
Davis and James Cagne~ are enough 
to guarantee results, 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). Now 
in its fifth week in town, and still a 
smasheroo at $6,000, after taking ex- 
cellent $7,500 last week. Had to re- 
fund one afternoon due to motor 
trouble. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and vaude. 
Good money stanza in the offing. 
Should ride to great $37,000. Last 
week Sammy Kaye orch sharpened 
‘Miami’ (20th) to excellent $45,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Miami’ (20th). Switched here 
after neat Chicago week and will 
corral okay $5,000. Last week ‘Bar- 
nacle’ (M-G), limp $3,100. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44) 
—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
*‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Getting fair 
enough play at $6,000. Last week 
was much the same at $5,700 for 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and“Sunny’ (RKO). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66 )— 
‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Sucker’ (U). 
Opened today (Tuesday). Last week 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), got good 
$13,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). Picture is 
getting an extremely mild first week 
ae of $7,500 on James Stewart- 

aulette Goddard monikers. Last 
week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), managed 
$7,600, oke for second-stanza. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44- 
55)—‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and 


consequence in town and catching 
plenty of customers for that reason 
and stimulus of Betty Davis-James 
Cagney names. Fine $9,000 ahead. 
Last week, ‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G), 
good $8,000. 

Uptown (Par) (2,300; 28-39-44) 
‘Meet John Doe’ (Col). First nabe 
showing. Opened Wednesday (23) 
and probably will run 10 days to 
big $4,500. Last week, ‘Wanted 
Wings’ (Par) out after four days, 
light $800. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55) ‘Cheers Miss Bishop’ (UA) (2d 
wk). May hit fair $2,200, after being 
considerably under expectations 
with same amount last week. 


DET. HOLDS UP 
IN HEAT, 1.0.5 


Detroit, July 29. 

The old bugaboos, heat and hold- 
overs, have hit this town, but the 
takes remain surprisingly good. 

Only house with a complete new 
bill is Fox, which should do fair 
with ‘Sunny’ and ‘Adventure in 
Washington. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Bride 
Wore Crutches’ (20th). Former 
taken over from Fox. Fair $5,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U) 
and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U), good $5,000 in 
fifth week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col). Only new bill 
in town looks for fair $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Moon Miami’ and ‘Blondie 
Society’ (Col), neat $14,000. 

Michigan (Unit2d Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fine $11,000 after opening week’s 
nifty $16,000. 








) - ; it) 
vaude. Mighty fine $18,000 in offing| Palms State (United Detroit) 
here on regular patronage. Last | (3,000; 30-40-55) — Mae wt 
week ‘This Way Please’ (Par) and | (Par) and ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) 


wk). Holding up nicely at $8,000, 
after last week got $9,000. 


‘DANCE HALL’-VAUDE 
SOUR $13,000 IN WASH. 


Washington, July 29. 
Heat wave that ushered in this 
week is not one for the boys to com- 
plain about. When government de- 
partments housed in non-air-cooled 


vaude, happy $16,800. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). 
Opened Saturda (26) and drawing 
the women for fine $13,000. Last 
week ‘Bombay’ (M-G), wound up a 
three-weeker to good $10,200. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 33-44-55) 
—Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Freak item continues okay, 
getting fine $7,500 after corralling 


$8,700 last week. 
buildings were released early Mon- 


Mpls. Sizzles, But Biz OK: , 
‘ day because of soaring a 
Bette-Cagney Big $9,000 iisi.cwat shearer. ‘Te Would take 


|more than this, however, to make 


overall grosses look. like anything 
a portrait of the dol- 














Minneapolis, July 29. — 
Despite a long stretch of sizzling | ther than 
heat, with temperature rangiing | drums. 
above 100 in the shade for the entire Estimates for This Week 
past week, business here continues Capitol (Loew) (3,43¢- 28-39-44-66) | 
to hold up relatively well. —Dance Hall’ (20th), plus Dixie 
Currently there are no less than | Dunbar and Cass Daley on stage. 
three hold-overs—‘In the Navy,’ | Sour notices and word-of-mouth. Ail- 
‘They Met in Bombay’ and ‘Cheers|ing at $13,000. Last week ‘Moon 


for Miss Bishop’. Two of the afore-| Miami’ (20th) and vaude, good 

going are comedies H enemas ee —_ “fA “8 
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‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d run). Third 
downtown week; still good for aver- | 
age $5,000. Last week ‘Billy Kid’ 
‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col) and | (M-G) (2d run), below normal $4,200. | 
‘West Point Widow’ (Par). In for| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
five days and heading for satisfac- | ‘Bride C.O.D.” (WB) plus Lani Mc- 
tory $1,500. ‘Hit the Road’ (U) and | Intire orch (2d wk). Holding up ex- | 
“Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), also | cellently for $16,500, following fine | 
first-runs, open Thursday (31). Last | Opening term, $20,500. 


Came C.O.D.,’ which is doing well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28) 





| 
| 


week, ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) and|. Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—'Re- | 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th), first-runs, |!uctant Dragon’ (RKO) (d_ wk). | 
split with ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (U) and | Still healthy, $8,000. First week sur- 


‘Mutiny Arctic’ (U), nice $2,200 in| Prised with sweet $11,000. 
eight days. 
Century (P-S) (1,800: 


28-39-44) |‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) (2d run). Holding | 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d wk). Okay | UP to excellent $6,500. 


Last week, | 
| 


$4,000 in ‘prospect. Last week, | Plainsman’ (Par) (revival), man- | 

‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d wk), fine | *8e4 8 led oor saan, 28-55) 
$4,100 after terrific $19,700 in first|.,Falace, (20em) one OC ble. 
two weeks at State Bombay’ (M-G) (2d wk). able- 
Esquire (Berger) (290: 28) ‘Vivaci- | Russell draw should hold to good 
s d poh $10,000. Last week not up to hopes, 


ous Lady’ (reissue). Ginger Rogers- ; 
James Stewart names strongly sold. but still highly profitable at $18,500. 


Fair $700 indicated. Last week, , 
Race Suicide’ (Indie) and ‘Sally Ft. Worth. Locale of 
e ao 


Sands Nude’ (Indie) (3d wk), light 

. 2 . _ ‘ , 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28) ‘Out of Story, Nixes ‘Blossoms 
Fort Worth, Texas, July 29. 


Fog’ (WB). Ida Lupino and John 
Garfield potent on canopy here and| ‘Blossoms in the Dust,’ which had 
its southwestern premiere here in the 


good $3,200 in sight. Last week. 
Pot O’ Gold’ (UA), $3,300, good. home town of Mrs. Edna Gladney, 
whose life work among orphans in- 


«Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44) 
In Navy’ (U) (2d wk). Abbott and| spired the film, was a boxoffice fail- 
Costello very much in money in this 
town. This is one of few pictures to 
hold in this big house for second 
week. En route to good $5,000, after 
very big $10,000 for first week. 
State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44) ‘Bride 





ure. 

Off with a sellout on opening 
night with plenty of advance pub- 
licity, the attraction, rated here an 
artistic success, moved on Friday 
night (25), failing to get the expected 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 31 


Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(5th wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(38th wk.). 

Capitol— ‘Ringside 
(M-G). 

Criterion—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Globe—‘Officer and the Lady’ 
(Col) (2). 
Music Hall—Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO) (3d wk.). 
Palace — ‘Reluctant 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Shepherd of 
Hills’ (Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 18) 

Roxy—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). 

Rialto—‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) 
(2). 

Strand—‘Bride Came C. O. D.’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of Aug. 7 

Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(6th wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(39th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Whistling in 
(M-G). 

Criterion—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). 

Music Hall—Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col). 

Paramount—'Shepherd of 
Hills’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Bride Came C. O. D.’ 
(3d wk.). 


KISS BOYS NG. 
$15,000 IN HUB 


Boston, July 29. 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ and ‘Met 
in Bombay’ both hold over this week. 
Among the new entries, ‘Mata Hari,’ 
reissue, is showing class. 

RKO, Metro and the Westboro 
summer theatre combined forces on 
opportunistic exploitation on Ramon 
Novarro, whose ‘Mata Hari’ opened 
few days before his personal appear- 
ance at strawhat. 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44)— 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G) (re- 
vival). Showing surprising strength, 
around $8,000. Last week, ‘In Navy’ 
(U) (6th week in town) and ‘San 
Antonio Rose’ (U) (3d wk), $7,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55 )—‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Three 
Sons o’ Guns’ (WB). Around $4,500, 
fair. Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ 
(WB) and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) 
(both continued from Met), $5,500, 
good. 


(WB) 


Maisie’ 


Dragon’ 


(WB) 


Dark’ 














Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d | 
wk) and ‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO) | 
(lst wk). Holding to good $15,000 | 


pace. Last week, “Tom, Dick’ (RKO) 
and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), $19,000, 
fine. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- | 
44-55 )—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Shin- 
ing Victory’ (WB). Aiming at so-so 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Get-Away’ (M-G), $11,- 
400, off. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 





| indicated. 
| (WB) 
| (both continued from Met), $7,500. 


| Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— | 4 








C.0.D’ (WB). Only newcomer of} consistent crowds. 





‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col) (2d wk). 


2 PPS Aree 


| week sweet $19,700. | 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- | 
44-55) — ‘Underground’ (WB) and / 
|‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB). Tepid $6,000 | 


Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ | 
(WB) | 


and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ 
State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 

‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Sweet- 

heart Campus’ (Col) (2d wk). Head- 


ing for satisfactory $9,000. Initial 
istanza for same duo drew $15,000, 
very good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 


4)—‘Poison Pen’ (Rep) and ‘Hound 
Baskervilles’ (20th) (revival). Pallid 
$1,500. Last week, 
(Prod) and ‘Angels 
(revival), ditto. 


Tom’ Strong $7,500 In 
Port.; ‘Navy’ H.0., 5G 


Por '.nd, Ore., July 29. 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ is a winner 
for the big Paramount this week. 

‘In the Navy’ still drawing at the 
Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Flame New 
Orleans’ (U) (2d wk). Good $5,000. 
First week, great $9,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50) — ‘Blossoms Dust’ | 


‘Double Cross’ | 
Wings’ (Col) 











|opus buckling to frail $2,200 
(M-G), $4,000, | 


| ‘Strange 


Only Strong Bway Pix Hold Up in Heat 
Tom, 2d, Fine $90,000, ‘Bride’-Harris 
Big $47,000, Stars Look’ Nice 136 





+> 


(M-G) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Move- | 


over from United Artists satisfactory 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO), 
closed a fourth week for okay $3,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). 
In line for okay $5,000. Last week, 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Time Out 
Rhythm’ (Col), good enough $6,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—“Tom, Dick’ (RKO) 
and ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th). Looks 
like strong $7,500. Last week, ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ (20th) and ‘Reaching 
for Sun’ (Par), nice $7,200. 

United Artisis (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50) — ‘Underground’ (WB) and 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB). Will probably 
take nice $5,500. Last pel oy ‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U), good $7,000. 


GINGER SNAPPY 





L1G IN HOT CLEVE 





Cleveland, July 29. 

Every stand but the Hipp, given 
a breeze by ‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ 
is being fried by the 95 degree-in- 
the-shade temp. Ginger Rogers’ 
comedy swept in briskly and hold- 
ing up brightly despite ribbing re- 
views. State can’t get going with 
‘Blossoms in the Dust,’ and worried 
about it after spending heavy coin 
On promotion. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Moveover 
from Hipp coasting for nice $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (3d 
wk), first-rate $5,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). 
entele displaying distinct shirt to 
comedies, this one coming through 
with good $11,000. Last week, ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th), satisfactory $10,000. 


Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). Well 
exploited to overcome weak notices 
and marquee value; okay $6,000. 
Last stanza, ‘Underground’ (WB), a 
terrific surprise that justified all the 
house’s circus ballyhoo by corraling 
fine $8,300. 


| 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | 


—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). Just too 


heavy for local consumption in these | 


dog-days and no more than fair 
$8,500 seems likely. Last week, 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par),- wound up 
with $10,000, all right. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55)—Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Move- 


| oyer cantering along to around $4,- 


500, fair. Last week, ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par), on third round, sweet | 
$6,800. 


“KISS BOYS’ FINE 


$7,000 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, July 29. 
Kie-e tha Ls 7 
ets WH tk pa 
at the Malco is besting “Tom, Dick 
and Harry,’ Loew’s State feature, by 
a healthy margin, 
Trailing badly are Frank Buck's 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ at Loew’s Palace 


|and Warner’s ‘Bad Men of Missouri.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,000: 10-33-44) 
|‘Bad Men’ (WB). Lukewarm notices 
and lack of marquee name lure are 
| keeping this to $3,300, fair. Last 
week, ‘Underground’ (WB), $3,100 
so-so. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10-33-44) 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) Buck 


week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
fair. 

State (Loew) (2,600: 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). 
to romantic fantasy, with Ginger 
Rogers’ pull holding to none-too- 
good $5,400. Last week, ‘Blossoms 
Dust’ (M-G), $5,200, okay for this 
one. 

Maleo (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par).- Natural title 
and raves upping this Dixie musical 
satire mebbe to fine $7,500. Last 
week, ‘West Point Widow’ (Par) and 
Dave Apollon revue on stage, five 
days, $10,000, whammo. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘In Navy’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘Sign of Wolf’ (Mono), split. Looks 
like average $1,600. Last week, 
‘Black Cat’ (U), three days; ‘Sweet- 
hearts Campus’ (Col), two days; 
Alibi’ (WB), two days, 
$1,700, good. 


10-33-44 ) 
Mixed reaction 


With cli- | 
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Torrid weather over the weekend 
blasted Broadway takes, with only 
the sturdiest attractions holding an 
even keel. The beaches did absolute 
capacity both Saturday and Sunday, 
with Times Square deserted except- 
ing for visitors on the Sabbath. 

Best on the Street are ‘Tom, Dick 
and Harry,’ at the Music Hall, and 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ plus Phil Harris’ band 
at the Strand, former gleaning slick 
$90,000 on the second week. Harris’ 
radio poguearey helping Bette Davis- 
James Cagney starrer considerably 
in. grabbing nearly $47,000 at the 
other spot. 

Of the newcomers, ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ at the Palace, with about 
$14,000, and ‘The Stars Look Down,’ 
at the Criterion, $13,000, are attract- 
|ing most attention. New Walt Dis- 
| ney feature at the Palace apparently 
| was not hurt by the picketing open- 
| ing days. 
| ‘Parson of Panamint’ is heading 
| for a new low at the Roxy under the 

present management of the house, 
with only around $15,000 in sight. 
| ‘Barnacle Bill’ at the Capitol also 
suffering, with sad $10,000 likely for 
single week. 

‘Fantasia,’ at the Broadway, pulled 
a surprise by bettering the previous 
ba in topping $9,000 for its 37th 
stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (WB) (1,012: 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20)—York’ (WB) (5th wk). 
Week ending Monday (28) night 
slipped a bit, decline being accentu- 
ated by terrific heat. Still robust at 
= after $22,500 on preceding 
week. 


Breadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) -— ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (38th wk). Still showing profit, 
| with summer visitors making it a 
| ‘must’ on their N. Y. list. Slightly 
| over $9,000 for 37th week, an amaz- 
| ing improvement over previous 
week’s $8,800. 
(Loew’s) 








| Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85- 
| $1.10-$1.25)—Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). 
| Exodus from Broadway hurt this 
| new Wally Beery film; not much 
| over $10,000 in prospect, sad. ‘Ring- 
side Maisie’ (M-G) comes in Thurs- 
day (31). Final week (3d) of ‘Bom- 
bay’ (M-G) nice $14,000. 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44- 
55-75)-—‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). A. J. Cronin’s story opened 
big, so will show $13,000 or there- 
abouts for first week ended last 
(Tuesday) night. ‘In Navy’ (U), in 
ahead, got $9,000 on final-sixth week, 
Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
|‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB). Thriller 
|may top $6,000, which is around re- 
cent weeks. ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
| (M-G) (reissue) did $6,000 in previ- 
| ous week. 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). 
New Disney feature doing about 
same as ‘Jungle Cavalcade,’ previ- 
ous attraction, on first week; $14,004, 
neat profit. ‘Dragon’ stays only two 
weeks, the original booking. ‘Jungle 
| Cavaicade’ took $7,000 on third-final 
stanza. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99 ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and Er- 
skine Hawkins band, Four Ink Spots, 
Stump and Stumpy, others on stage. 
Opens today (Wednesday). ‘Caught 
iin Draft’ (Par) (5th wk) and Joe 
| Venuti band (1st wk) and same stage 









|}show that played previous four 
weeks here. $25 000. still a nragt ane 
2 Sage PD wae Dae eee a 
OR wep uw OPER Te we 

weeks. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—"Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ (RKO) and stage 
show (2d wk). Ginger Rogers is the 


magnet here, with hefty $90.000 on 


second session, warranting a third. 
Zoomed to $104,000 on first week 
Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)-——‘I 
Was Prisoner’ (Col). Headinz for 
nearly $6.000, not bad. ‘Invitation to 
Murder’ (Mono), $3,500 on four days, 
with ‘Prisoner’ broveht in Saturday 


(26) to get back to wee'end open- 
ine date. ‘Getaway’ (M-*), on pre- 
vious full week, nice $6,000. 

Roxv (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Parson of Panamint’ (Par) plus 
stage show. New low for this the- 
atre with miserable $15,000. or under. 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) in this week. 
|‘Dance Hall’ (20th) on previous 
| week, thin $23,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3.400: 23-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10) — ‘Uncertain Thing’ (Col) 
(2d run) plus Harry Richman, Willie 
| Hoppe, Jack Cole dancers, oihers. 
Feeling exodus to beaches. with 
meagre $14,000 in prospect. Lost 
week, ‘Lisbon’ (Par) (2d run) and 
Ted Lewis band and revue, fair 
$19,000. 
| Strand (WB) (2,767: 35-55-75-85- 
| 99)—'Bride C.0.D’ (WB) and Phil 
Harris band on stage. Davis-Cagney 
| picture plus popularity of Harris out- 
| fit boosting this to nearly 947.000, 
| Stavs a second round. 

(WB) and Cab Calloway unit ca 
stage (3d wk), $22,000, slick prom for 
third session. 
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BB. for a Change, 


Helps Pitt Biz; 


‘Underground -Rochester Fine 226 





v 


Pittsburgh, July 29. 

Heat’s awful but biz isn’t bad. 
Weekend, in fact, was better than | 
average, despite 100 degrees, result | 
of Pirate-Dodgers twin bill on ow 
day (27), which attracted thousands | 
of out-of-towners who cooled off in 
the air conditioned theatres after | 
sweltering at the ball park all after- | 
noon. 

Stanley is rolling again after year 
or more of in-and-out takes and this 
week has Rochester, locally-popular 
Dick Stabiles (Gracie Barrie) and 
heavily--exploited ‘Underground 
working for another sock week at 
WB deluxer. “Tom, Dick and Harry 
disappointing at Penn. | 


Stanley p.a.’s had their guns oiled 
to hilt for ‘Underground.’ Distrib- 
uted 185,000 house-to-house carcs; 
put out a special newspaper distrib- 
uted by army of messengers; got ex- | 
tra spots on radio; featured an un- | 
usual ad in which manager of) 
another house, the Penn, recom-| 
mended picture to local theatire- 
goers and held special screenings for | 
steel company execs, which in turn | 


resulted in plugging on defense fac- | 





tories’ bulletin boards. 
Estimates for This Week 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—'Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Two of 


the reviewers turned in raves, but a 
third thought it was one of the ma- | 
jor sillies of the year and thought | 
Ginger Rogers acted as if she had 
been conked on the head with her | 
Academy Oscar. Will be lucky 4 
wind up with $11,000, just fair. Last 
week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par), pretty 
bad at under $10,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Shep- , 
herd Hills’ (Par). Moved here from | 
Penn but for no practical reason. | 
Not much more than $1,800 in sight, | 
if that. Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D. | 
(WB), in third week downtown, | 
around $2,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G) and 
‘First Beau’ (Col). Reissue of early 
James Stewart starrer attracting 
considerable attention and giving 
house a very nice week. Should 
grab pretty close to $4,000. Last 
week, another reissue, Garbo’s ‘Mata | 
Hari’ (M-G), with ‘Time Out 
Rhythm’ (Col), okay $3,200. | 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— | 

‘Underground’ (WB) and Rochesier- | 
Dick Stabile orch unit. Excellent 
combo, picture getting more credit | 
here than usual as result of slick 
campaign, but stage responsible for 
the big draft. Looks like close to 
$22,000 at least, very good. Last 
week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
Phil Harris, $19,000, okay. 
_ Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). Third 
week downtown, Bob Hope-Doroithy 
Lamour starrer having recently done 
a week at Penn. Still has plenty of 
stuff left and should wind up cur- 
rent session with fine $5,500, which, 
on top of great $9,000 last week and 
$16,000 at Penn, makes comedy one 
of top grossers of summer locally. 








} 
| 
| 





“Kiss Boys,’ $3,800, Only 


Good Thing in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., July 29. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodby’ is kissing 
hello to the town’s biggest take at 
the Stuart, lone emporium to retain 
its winter price scale, Otherwise 
biz is n.s.g. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) ‘Plane Robbery’ (Col) 
and ‘Range War’ (PRC), split with 
‘Medico Rides’ (Col) and ‘Face Be- 
hind Mask’ (Col). Offish $800. Last 
week, ‘Texas Marshal’ (Mono) and 
‘Devil Commands’ (Col), split with 
‘Phantom Sibmarine’ (Col) and 
‘Desert Bandit’ (Rep), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-20-25) ‘Ruggles Red Gap’ (Par). 
Reissue bugaboo will keep take down 
to weak $2,000. Last week, ‘Model 


Wife’ (U), got only six days and 
$1,900 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-15-20) ‘Very Young Lady’ 
(20th) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). 
Might get par $1,600. Last week, 
‘Get Away’ (M-G) and ‘Nurse’s 


Secret’ (WB), anemic $1,300. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). Again 
the town’s big winner for potent 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Shepard Hills’ 
(Par), near-terrific $4,300. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-20-25) ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). 
Will garner $1,800 if kept seven days. 
which is red. Last week, ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB), split with ‘First 
Beau’ (Col), $1,900, poor. 


K. C. ORPH REOPENS; 
‘BRIDE’ FINE $10,000 


; Kansas City, July 29. 

Biggest news of theatre row is the 
reopening of the Orpheum on Thurs- 
day (24). House had been closed 
since mid-May and in previous sea- 
sons has not reopened until Labor 
Day or thereabouts. 

Heat has come in earnest and air- 
conditioning is the headliner at most 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire-Uptown (Fox Midwest) 
(820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U) and ‘Singapore Woman’ 
(WB) dualled. Fairish pix and 
trade, $5,000. Last week ‘Man Hunt’ 
(20th), holdover, better than expect- 
ed, $4,800. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
and Easy’ (M-G). ‘Blossoms’ reason 
for biz and will get good $10,000, but 
doesn’t hold, Last week ‘Barnacle 
Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Sweetheart Campus’ 
(Col), better than average $9,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
28-44)—‘Bride C.O.D. (WB). Bette 
Davis-James Cagney bringing this 
to strong holdover $10,000. Last week 








|‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (2d wk) and 


Temp. Wilts Baltimore; 
‘Blossoms’ OK $12,000 


Baltimore, July 29. 
Terrific heat slowing b.o.s. all | 
around. 
Best of current crop is ‘Blossoms 
in the Dust’ at Century, attracting a | 
steady femme draw to all right re- 
turns. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 


| 
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$12,000. Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G), only fair at $9,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Tom, Dick’! 
(RKO) (2d wk.) plus h.o. of vaude 
headed by Dinah Shore. Falling off | 
rather sharply in heat after big 
opening round steamed up by extra 
ballyhoo about elaborate theatre re- 
modeling. Should reach mild $10.- 
000. after good opening round to 
$15.300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
28-39-44) —‘Shepherd 
Attracting some trade at 
$9,000. Last week, third of ‘Caught 
Dreft’ (Par), held up in good style 
at $6,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28- 
35-44) —‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (3rd 
wk.). Ambling along to possible $3.- 
500, after drawing steady total of 
$10,300 on previous race. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Kiss_ Boys’ (Par). Holding 
rather well considering bad weather 
break and reaching out for $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (Par), in 


(2,406: 15- 
Hills’ (Par) 


| vaude, Light $5,700. 


possible } 


‘Kisses for Breakfast’ (WB) (ist 
wk), $6,000, not bad. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-28-44) 
—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) with 


four Disney shorts. Reopen house 
after two months of darkness. Good 
$6,200 in sight. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-30)— 
‘Mountain Moonlight’ (Rep) and 
Last week ‘Too 


Many Blondes’ (U) and vaude, $5,900. 


H.0.s Flood Brooklyn; 








Brooklyn, July 29. 

Three holdovers in this 

town and all doing tolerable biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Accent 
Love’ (20th). Quiet $11,000. Last 


| week, ‘Big Store’ 

News’ (20th), mild $13,000. 
| Fox (Fabian) 
| ‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Angels Wings 
| (Rep) (2d wk). 
week, fair $13,000. 


Met (Loew's) (3,618;°25-35-50)—‘In 
| Navy’ (UA) and ‘Uncertain Feeling’ 
Last 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 
50)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Poison 


Satisfactory 
$13,000. Last week, splendid $15,- 


1(U) (2d wk). Nice $14,000. 
week, strong $20,000. 


Pen’ (Rep) (3d wk). 


000. 





Piracy Suit Scuttled 


ws Bie a QuierFr ORR 


torrid 


(M-G) and ‘Girl 


(4,023; 25-35-50)— 
»| Department showed last week. The| knock 
Quiet $12,000. Last 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
Plagiarism suit filed by John Igual 
de Nontijo, Mexican writer, demand- 
ing $400,000 from 20th-Fox and the 


third round, got mild $5,100. 


The Chase Is Over 





B.O. OK in Cool Seattle; 
‘Manpower’ Hefty $7,500 


Seattle, July 29. 
Cooler weather helping b.o. all 
around. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Accent Love’ (20th). 
Moveover from Fift!: Avenue looks 
for fair $2,200. Last week, ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th) and ‘Getaway’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), good $2,300. 


Coliseum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—In Navy’ (U) and 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Swell 


combination anticipates godd $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 


‘American Broadcast’ (20th), nice 
$2,700. ; 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 


green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—Blossoms 
Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO). 
Paced at $6,300, very good. Last 
week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Accent Love’ (20th), $6,800, excel- 
lent. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-30-40)— 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Campus’ (Col). Anticipate 
good $3,600. Last week, ‘This Way 
Please’ (Par) and ‘Medico Painted 
Springs’ (Col), good $4,800. 

Music Box (‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Expect big $2,400. Last week, great 
$3,500. 

rpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—"Manpower’ (WB) 
and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U). Big 
campaign helping reach great $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Bad Man Missouri’ (WB) 
and ‘Out Fog’ (WB), big $6,700. 

Palomar (Sterlins) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Man Timberland’ (U) and ‘Bachelor 


Daddy’ (U), plus vaude. Good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Sunset in Wyo- 
ming’ (Rep), ‘Hit Road’ (U) and 


vaude, $5,100, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G) and ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
(2d wk). Headed for $3,800, okay. 
Last week, big $7,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—‘Bad Man Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Out Fog’ (WB). Moveover from 
Orpheum indieates okay $2,900. Last 
week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB), $2,600, 
| good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘The 
Penalty’ (M-G) (2d run). Look for 
$1,900, fair. Last week, ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) and ‘Free and Easy’ 
(M-G) (2d run), $1,800, mild. 


Eleanor Harris Will 
Exam Zanuck, Et al. 


Eleanor Harris, author, has filed 
notice in N. Y. federal court on 20th 
Century-Fox that on Aug. 20 she 
will take depositions, before trial, of 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Jason Joy, Lamar 
Trotti, George F. Wassen, William 
Dozier and .James G. Woolley 





California. 
Plaintiff, authoress of the original 
on which ‘Brigham Young’ was 


based, seeks damages of $50,000 for 
alleged failure to give her proper 
screen credit. She claims’ she 
worked with Louis Bromfield on the 
screen play, and all she received was 
research credit. 





Dieterle Biogs Gompers 

Hollywood, July 29. 
Life of Samuel Gompers, founder 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor, is the basis of the first of two 
Ims to be produced and directed by 
William Dieterle for the 1942 pro- 
gram under a new deal with RKO. 
Under his old pact, Dieterle owes 





Plays On,’ for 1941. 


|May’s $5,880,649 in U.S. 








Uncle Sam wound up the first h 
of his calendar year taking $38,657,- 


10% boxoffice levy, the Treasury 


of which 
effective. 

First half of calendar 1941 ended 
on another downbeat, the fourth 
time so far this year that the 
Treasury's take has been less than 
in the preceding month. June re- 
ceipts, based on May grosses, were 
: $5,880,649, which was $1,075,342 un- 
der collections in May but $4,235,046 
the corresponding 


the heavier tax 


fatter than in 
month of 1940. 

The June total was next to the 
lowest so far this year, though the 


in | 


ROPE Rae th BRP Es REI BE RT eerie Sale 


Taxes Reflects B.O. Dip: 


; Washington, July 29. 


550 from amusements via the stiffer 


Hollywood, July 29. 
For years the romantic interest in 
the Marx Bros. zany pictures: at 
Metro, Margaret Dumont moved over 
to Universal for the same sort of role 
in ‘The Great Man.’ 


This time her glamour boy is W. 


by Judge J. F. T. O'Connor in U. S. 
District Court. 

Writer charged the picture, ‘Cisco 
Kid and the Lady,’ had been lifted 
from his own story, ‘Vica Madero,’ 
which he submitted te the agency in 





€. Fields. 


} 1939. 


Sue Carroll agency, was dismissed 


drop from May levels was not as big 
as the slump between March and 
April. Only month-to-month rises in 


Collections for the first half-year, 
with the levy starting at 2lc, were 
$27,489,722 fatter than.in the cor- 
|responding 1940 period, when the bite 





1941 have been in March and May. - 


‘Manpower, $18,000, Abbott-Costello, 





Mont’! Hits Bottom, But 
‘Shepherd’ Nice $6,000 


Montreal, July 29. 

Heat, holidays and the suburban 
playgrounds are slashing grosses in 
this town, with summer takes down 
to near-record lows. 

Last week was one flop after an- 
other and currently there is only 
‘Shepherd of Hills’ doing biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). Best hope is 
$5,000, poor. Last week, ‘In Navy’ 
(U), h.o., weak $3,500. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Passage 
Hong Kong’ (20th). Pacing $4,500, 


weak. Last week, ‘Dare Not Love’ 
(WB) and ‘Adventure Washington’ 
(WB), poor $4,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67) — 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Best in town 
at good $6,000. Last week, ‘Reluct- 
ant Dragon’ (RKO), $5,000, below 
expectations. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53) — 
‘Time Out Rhythm’ (U) and ‘Under 
Age’ (U). Pointing to poor $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) (re- 
issue) and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G) 
weak $2,500, 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)-— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (6th wk), Still alive 
with good $2,000 ahead, after satis- 
factory $2,500 last week. 

Cinema de Paris ‘(France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘L’esclave Blanche’ (4th 
wk). Killed by heat and will yield 
flop $800 at best. Last week, ‘Feu 
de Paille,’ fifth h.o. down to $500. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—‘Marche Nuptiale’ and ‘Jacques 
et Jacotte.” Down and out at $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Beaux. Jours’ and ‘Ad- 
hemar Aviateur,’ $1,800, very poor. 


JUNGLE’ FINE $4,000 
IN BLISTERING L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 29. 

With some terrifically hot days to 
buck up against the last two or three 
days, downtown houses are pacing 
for typical midsummer grosses and 
|none of them is heading for any- 
thing like a large figure. 

Topper is the Rialto, with “Tom, 
Dick and Harry,’ which is getting an 
average play. ‘Jungle Cavalcade,’ 
at Strand, is getting good trade. 

Estimates for This Week 





Moveover from Rialio moving along 
toward good $2,300. Last week, 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘San An- 
tonio Rose’ (U), second week and 
fourth downtown stanza, rang up 
good $2,400. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
—Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Great 
American Broadcast’ (20th). With 


thermometer around 98 on the street, 
theatre interiors are mighty _in- 
viting, regardless of the pictures. 
Looks to cop around $1,300. 
week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U), medium $1,200. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Only mild 
$6,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Big 
Store’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ 
(Col), excellent $8,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 
15-30-40 )—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Lightweight $2,500. Last 
week, thin $2,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 


al ae MIS ABs, = 

‘Saints Vacation’ (RKO), plus March 
of Time. Pacing for the town’s best 
gross, but still nothing big. Looks 
like slightly better than average 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par), 
| good $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 





(1.400: 


alf 15-30-40 )—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) 


and ‘Bringing Uy Baby’ (RKO) (re- 
issue). Jungle pix have been scarce 
around here for quite a spell. Should 
off fine $4,000. Last week, 


bite produced $70,973,089 during the| Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Very Young 
fiscal year 1940-41, during 11 months| 4@4y’ (20th), so-so $2,700. 


was 


} EE 


Film Workers’ Pickup 


Sacramento. July 29. 

June was hotter than May, finan- 
cially, too, in the film industry, ac- 
cording to figures compiled by the 
California Labor Statistics bulletin. 
Wage earners in pictures collected 
$38,388 more per week in June than 
in the previous month. 

Total employed by the studios in 
June was 15,052, with average week- 
ly payrolls of $681,396. 








applied only to admissions over 40c. 
By dropping the starting point, the 
Treasury raked in during six months 
$17,500,000-cdd more than ever was 
received during a full 12-month span 
| under the old formula. 





Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th). | 


Last | 
(Col) and! 


14G, Disney F estival, 1G, S. F. Clicks 


San Francisco, July 29. 

Surprise of the week is the sétk 
opening achieved by Emil Bondeson 
for ‘Snow White’ at the Geary. Dis- 
ney Festival had a holdout within 
an hour of opening, first time that’s 
ever happened in this situash. Fox 
off to a healthy start with ‘Man- 
power,’ but ‘Underground’ is only 
average at the Paramount. Dark 
this week is the United Artists, 
which stays that way until new UA 
product is available. 

Major competish this week, in ad- 
dition to the ‘Ice Follies,’ is the ar- 
rival of the Roller Derby in Civie 
Auditorium. Willkie rally also oc- 
cupied attention of 15,000 Friscans, 
plus those who stayed home to listen 
in, 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Kisses Break- 
fast’? (WB). Plenty of pulling power 
here. Looks like a big $18,000. Last 
week ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Dance MAfall’ (20th), disappointing 
$15,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 35-40-50)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue). Dis- 
ney festival—all cartoon, save for a 
news—pulled a line clear around the 
corner for its opening. Will get big 
$7,000. House has been dark since 
roadshow of ‘Citizen Kane.’ 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—-Tight Shoes’ (U), Major Bowes’ 
ams and O’Neill kiddie revue. Just 
an average summer show, which will 
do well to get $13,500. Last week 
‘Scattergood Pulls Strings’ ‘RKO) 
and Brenda and Cobina in person, 
finished with $13,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.400; 35- 
40-50)—‘Hola Ghost’ (U) and ‘San 
Antonio Rose’ (U). Abboti-Costello 
team means music at the b.o. here, 
with big $14,000 pouring into the till, 
assuring a holdover. Last (5-day) 
week, ‘Monster Girl’ (Par) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U), sad $5,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
| 50)—‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Wait 





for You’ (M-G). With a good sales 


job, $12,500 is in sight. Last (2d) 
|week ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Getaway’ (M-G), $8,000. 

|_ St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
| 50)—Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 


|*‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Moveover from 
| Fox ought to pick up fair $4,800. Last 
| (moveover) week ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 
|and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), healthy 
$5,800. 

| United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
; 40-50) —UA showcase went dark this 
| week. Last (2d) week ‘Three Cock- 
eyed Sailors’ (UA), got under $3,500, 


poor. 

| Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
'_‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Ac- 
|cent Love’ (20th) (2d wk). Held 


| despite poor opening week. Getting 
only slim $7,500. First week $10,000. 


‘Tom,’ 1036, ‘Fantasia, 


$9,000, Big in Denver 


Denver, July 29 
‘Fantasia,’ on roadshow, is filling 
ithe Aladdin and will h.o. ‘Shepherd 
of the Hills’ is nice in its third week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 55-$1-$1.50) 
—'Fantasia’ (RKO), roadshow. Fine 
| $9,000 and holding. Last week, 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB), after week at 
Denver, good $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
|—Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Getaway 
|(M-G), after week at Orpheum. 
| Good $3,000. Last week, ‘Met Bom- 
| bay’ (M-G) and ‘Hurry, . Charlie 
LQ OQ) after twa weeks at Orpheum, 
’ fair [ao AGS, © es 
Denham 











(1,070; 25-35- 
(Par) (3d wk) 


(Cockrill) 


, 40)—‘Shepherd Hills’ 

and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par). Fine 
| $7,500. Last week, nice $8,500. 
|” Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 


\‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ 
| (20th). Fine $10,000. Last week, 
|‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Funza- 
| fire’ on stage, big $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G). Fine $10,400. Last 
week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
away’ (M-G), fair $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor 
Daddy’ (U). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Louisiana’ (Rep), ditto. t 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Bride 
C.O.D.’ (WB), after week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Rich 
Man’ (Col). Nice $2,300. Last week, 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th), after week at 
each Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Men 
of Timberland’ (VU), $2,000. 


- Booked Solid 


Hollywood, July 29. 

All Hopalong Cassidy stories writ- 
ten by Clarence Mulford for the 
next five years have been sewed up 
for filming by Harry Sherman. 

In the last seven years Sherman 
has produced 41 features based on 
the Mulford character. 
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You will shortly be selling pictures under the Conseat 
Decree. 





There are years of friendly dealing with your customers 
behind you as you set forth. 


It is significant that, just as a new era begins, there is con- 
tinued evidence of your company’s good faith with exhi- 
bitors—M-G-M’s insistence that theatres must be served 
right now with important pictures, no holding back, a 
summer line-up of multi-million dollar proportions on the 
screen. 


It was natural that M-G-M should do this. We pride our- 
selves on the fact that exhibitors looked to us above all 
others to answer their summer needs. 


Under the happiest of circumstances you begin now to 
tell your customers what you have for them to commence 


the 1941-42 season. 


The first three pictures that were trade-shown were: 


“LADY BE GOOD" (Eleanor Powell, Ann Sothern, Robert Young) 
“DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE™ (Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman, Lana Turner) 
“DOWN IN SAN DIEGO” (Action Drama of Uncle Sam’s great defense base and 


fighting ships at sea. With Bonita Granville; Ray McDonald; Dan Dailey, Jr.; Leo Gorcey.) 


Your customers have now had the Opportunity co see miese 


pictures at trade-showings which we arranged for their 
convenience in 65 cities. No fuss. No frills. Just showings. 


The trade echoes the praises that have followed the screen- 
ings of these great entertainments. 


But this is just a beginning. Your studio is working day 
and night on other equally great attractions, some of 
which are listed to the right. 


It is said that pictures talk, that nothing else matters, but 
something else does matter. 


Confidence, faith, mutual understanding, security. Your 
customers have learned to expect these from M-G-M., 


‘They will get them in full measure in 1941-42. 





A MESSAGE TO 
-M SALESMEN! 








OTHER PICTURES IN 
THE MAKING AT 
M-G-M STUDIOS. 


“THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER”— 
Nelson Eddy and Rise Stevens; “FEMALE 
OF THE SPECIES”—Rosalind Russell, 
Don Ameche, Kay Francis; “HONKY 
TONK’”’—Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Claire 
Trevor; “MARRIED BACHELOR”— 
Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Felix Bressart; 
“THE NEW YORK STORY”—Edward 
G. Robinson, Laraine Day, Edward Arnold; 
“SMILIN’ THROUGH” —Jeanette 
MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Gene Raymond; 
“BABES ON BROADWAY”—Mickey 
Rooney, Judy Garland; “TARZAN’S 
SECRET TREASURE”—Johnny Weiss- 
muller, Maureen O'Sullivan, Philip Dorn; 
“THE TWINS”—Greta Garbo, Melvyn 
Douglas, Constance Bennett; “WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR’—Katharine Hepburn, Spencer 
Tracy; “KAT HLEEN”—Shirley Temple; 
“l’LL TAKE MANILA”’—Eleanor Powell; 
“TOHNNY EAGER” Robert T. Taylor, 


Lana Turner; “PANAMA HATTIE” — -* 


Ann Sothern; “SHADOW OF THE THIN 
MAN” —William Powell, Myrna Loy. 
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RKO Cancels Shortwave Publicity: 


Too Far Ahead 


And Results 


of Pix Release 
Bit on Vague Side 





— 


RKO tomorrow (Thursday) winds 
up a 13-week experiment in plug- 
ging its pictures in Latin-America 
by shortwave airings via NBC and 
placement of transcriptions of the 
shows on local longwavers in Latin 
countries. Results have been vague, 
as only two of the films ballyed have 
been released in S. A. to date. 

Although RKO has a year’s pact 
with NBC, it is exercising a 13-week 
cancellation privilege on the con- 
tention it has no films currently 
which lend themselves to the short- 
wave buildup. Whether RKO will 
return to the air in the fall is as yet 
undetermined. 

Program has been aired twice a | 
week over WRCA and WNBI, Tues- 
days it has run 30 minutes with <d 
dramatization of scenes from forth- 
coming films and Thursdays it has 
been 15 minutes with dramatization 
of the life of a leading player in the 
picture plugged the previous’ Tues- 
day. Both days it has aired at 9:15 
p.m. EDST. 

Principal purpose of the shows 
from RKO’s viewpoint has been to 
obtain the transcriptions which were 
made at the time of the etherizing. 
Air plugs three or four months be- 
fore a film’s release are figured as of 
little value, assuming even a large 
audience. 

‘ET’s Sent Out 

ET’s are sent out by RKO to its 
branch managers in South and Cen- 
tral America. They are then held 
until a day or two before the film’s 
release in the particular territory, 
when they are placed on local long- 
wavers. Most stations use them for 
free. Prior to granting of FCC per- 
mish for commercial shows to S. A., 
RKO had geen sending out occasion- 
ally merely the discs, made by a pri- 
vate transcription-cutter. 

Deal with NBC was a package af- 
rangement, broadcasting company 
supplying time, actors, writer and 
director, Frank Ortega, director of 
Cine-Mundial, Spanish-language fan 


YM 


| 








NOT SO ALPHONSE-GASTON 


WB-Loew Pool in Pittsburgh Ex- 
plains Endorsement Ad 








Pittsburgh, July 29. 

Pittsburgh film-going public’s eyes 
were opened big and wide when they 
picked up the newspapers last week 
and saw big ads in which Marty 
Burnett, manager of the Penn. en- 
dorsed a picture, ‘Underground,’ 
that was coming to the Stanley. 
Copy, in form of an Open Letter, 
went on to say that ‘it isn’t often 
a business man urges you to patron- 
ize his competitor’ and then added, 
in signed statement by Burnett, ‘In 
fact, if someone had told me I'd ever 
buy newspaper space to urge some 
of my patrons to attend a competi- 
tive theatre, I would have sent for 
a doctor.’ 

What general public didn’t know, 
however, was that rather than be- 
ing a competitor, Stanley is really @ 
sister-house of Penn. Latter spot 
is controlled by Loew’s, the Stanley 
by WB but both sites operate in 
Pittsburgh under a pooling agree- 
ment and have for years. 


Films a Morale 


Necessity, Miami 
Paper Plugs Pix 





Miami, July 29. 
Plea to city council to go easy on 
taxes on admissions, because a week- 
ly visit to the neighborhood picture 
house is virtually a ‘morale neces- 
sity’ in the life of the underprivi- 








‘mag published in New York, has 
been writing and directing the shows 
under supervision of Mike Hoffay, 
RKO’s foreign publicity chief. 

One of the major difficulties has 
been in getting satisfactory Spanish- 
speaking players to handle the radio 
roles. There are quite a few an- 
nouncers available, but few actors 


and it was necessary to eliminate | 
many of them because their accents | 


were ‘too regional.’ 

Among pix which have been short- 
wave plugged by RKO during the 13 
weeks were ‘Girl, Guy and a Gob,’ 
‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ ‘They Met in 
Argentina,’ ‘Citizen Kane’ (Holliy- 
wood premiere, instead of usual 
dramatization), ‘Hurry, Charley, 
Hurry,’ ‘Melody for Three,’ ‘Lady 
Scarface,’ ‘Parachute Battalion,’ 
‘Jungle Cavalcade,’ ‘Reluctartt Drag- 
on,’ ‘Father Takes a Wife,’ ‘My Life 
With Caroline’ and ‘Here Is a Man.’ 

Players included Lucille Ball, Jean 
Arthur, Maureen O’Hara, Tim Holt, 
Anna Neagle, Ginger Rogers, Mi- 
chelle Morgan, Anna Lee, Gloria 


Shirley. 


lowa MP. Editors Org. 
To Get Local WB Preem 


Mason City, Ia., July 28. 
The newly organized Motion Pic- 
ture Editors of Iowa, consisting of 
state newspaper reviewers, has been 
Organized, with David B. Kaufman, 
Mason City Globe-Gazette, (also 
VARIETY correspondent), president; 





Ted Hammer, Burlington Hawkeye- | 


Gazette, v.p. Burton T. Burritt, 


Waterloo Courier, sec.-treas. 
In its first official step the MPEI| 


recommended that Warner’ BEros.| 
hold the world-premiere of ‘One! 
Foot in Heaven’ in Mason City when | 
the flicker is released next fall. The 
story, authored by native Mason City | 
and Hartzell Spence, a UP executive, 
is a biography of his father, the late | 
Dr. William Spence, who was a 
Methodist pastor in Mason City. 





Wolves Are Like That | 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Columbia sent ‘The Lone Wolf 
Double Cross’ into production yes- 
terday (Mon.) with Warren William 
in the title role and Ruth Ford, new- 
comer, as femme lead. 

Edward Dmytryk directs the Jack 
Fier production. 


a ne Dita ee ime Se & poumbered | 


leged poor, was made last week in a 
widely-quoted column by Bob Fred- 
| ericks in the Miami Herald. 


‘Before hanging any new taxes on 

the motion picture customer,’ pillar- 
writer scrivened, ‘I wish our city 
| council would give thought to a let- 
| ter which I received some time ago 
|from a mother, who is pretty repre- 
sentative of the majority here. 

‘This letter pointed out that the 
|aggregate income of her family 
| wasn’t sufficient to provide even the 

bare necessities of life, let alone any 
entertainment. But she said some 
entertainment is absolutely essential 
'to a wholesome and healthy family 
atmosphere. And so they did with- 
'out other necessities in order to take 
in a movie each week, which consti- 


tuted about all the pleasure and en- | 


| tertainment they had. 


‘And so it is. People who 


|encounter the laughs and joys that 
i are mere incidents in the lives of the 
| more privileged. On the contrary, 


| with cruelties and heartaches tnat 

make such entertainment as the 
| movies doubly essential to the moral 
| and spiritual growth of the communi- 
| ties in which they live. 


‘Thus a motion picture tax amounts | 


to a starvation tax—it amounts to a 
tax that will*deny them the nourish- 
ment that 
happy and contented and loyal citi- 
zens.’ 





| — 


| Nat’l Screen’s Merger 


National Screen Accessories, Inc. 
jand Advertising Accessories, Inc., 
have been merged into one corpora- 
tion to be known as National Screen 
Service Corp. 

In the future, it will be divided 
into three divisions, a trailer divi- 
sion, a specialty accessory division 
and a standard accessory division. 





Waxman on USO Drive 


Joseph Bernhard, chairman 
USO Drive, Motion Picture Thea- 
tres Division, has appointed A. P. 
Waxman director of the campaign. 
Harry Goldberg, advertising man- 
ager of Warner Bros. theatre circuit, 
will be associate director of the cam- 
paign with Waxman. 

The drive starts Labor Day, lab- 


eled USO Theatre Week. | 


WB ADDS 3 P.A.S 


Kennahan, Davidson, Sember Join 
H. O. and Field Staffs 








Three members were added to 
Warner Bros. h. o. and field publicity 
staff during the past week. They are 
Hollis Kennahan, Lou Davidson and 
Hank Sember. . 
Kennahan will handle trade pa- 
pers, freeing Don Carle Gillette for 
an editorial post under press depart- 
ment head Mitch Rawson. 

Davidson and Sember will work 
temporarily in the home office, but 
will later be assigned to the field 
for ‘Sergeant York’ roadshows and 
other top WB releases. 


M-G ASKS CRIX 
TO ‘ADOPT 
‘STARS 


Campaign has been launched by 
Metro to have newspaper critics go 
‘all-out’ in advance stories and col- 
umns on ‘Stars Look Down,’ similar 
to the way tHey support local appear- 
ances of concert stars and other mu- 
sic and art events. 

‘We're not suggesting a commer- 
cial crusade to swell the boxoffice of 
your local exhibitor,’ memo to critics 
declares, ‘because you'll never make 


‘The Stars Look Down’ into another 
‘Boom Town.’ But you can help to 
give it a satisfactory engagement 
and thus make possible the produc- 
tion of other pictures of this type in 
the future.’ 


Note suggested that crix ‘discover’ 
or ‘adopt’ the picture in their local 
territory ‘if you are one of the edi- 
tors who has been clamoring for bet- 
ter pictures these past few months; 
if you are interested in increasing 
the public’s appreciation of worth- 
while films; if you feel it is the re- 
sponsibility of your newspaper to 
actively encourage and support ar- 
tistic achievements in the cinema as 
well as in musie and the other arts.’ 

Supplementary memo that went 
out to exhibs at the same time asked 
that they offer to screen ‘Stars’ for 
the critics. English-made film had 
its preem at the Criterion, N. Y., last 
week. 


‘YORK’ MAY GRIND AT 
$1.10 INN.Y., HOLLYW’D 
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struggling to make ends meet don’t | 


is needed to make them | 
' 


National release admish scale of 
| ‘Sergeant York’ 
| Aug. 11 from the Astor, N. Y., to the 
larger WB Hollywood. It will grind 
} at the Hollywood instead of playing 
| two-a-day at a $2.20 top, which has 
| been the policy at the Loew’s con- 
| trolled Astor, 

| Pic, immediately after its trade- 
| showing next Tuesday (4), will go 
on general release at the advanced 
| admish as a single offering, not part 


| While Charles Einfeld, WB pub- 
ad head, flew to Washington from 
| N. Y. over the weekend to supervise 


of a block of five, WB sales chief | 
" aca ; a 


Berger’s Lyceum, Duluth; Briefs 
From Key City Theatres-Exchanges 





Minneapolis, July 29. 

In a $150,000 deal Bennie Berger, 
independent circuit owner, has ac- 
quired the Lyceum theatre building 
in Duluth. Six-story structure in- 
cludes showhouse, offices and stores. 

At one time the town’s legit road- 
show house, Lyceum has been oper- 
ated as a film theatre by the Para- 
mount in recent years, Upon com- 
pletion of the new Northshore thea- 
tre in Duluth, Par circuit gave up 
lease on Lyceum. Berger’s plans 
for theatre haven’t been decided yet. 





New Buffalo Zone Houses 
Buffalo, July 29. 

Dunkirk will have a new 1,500 
seater to be built by Clyde Lathrop. 

Kellar &. Blakely’s new Grand, 
Westfield, opened. 

George Biehler’s Palace, Hamburg, 
remodeled and air-conditioned: like- 
wise Avondale, at North Tonawanda. 

Jane, daughter of George Rob- 
erts, 20th-Fox district manager, ad- 
mitted to N. Y. State Bar this fall. 

Eddie McBride, of Loew’s New 
England division, formerly of the 
Great Lakes here, announced en- 
gagement to Lillian Degman of Prov- 
—— wedding to take place in 
all. 

Charlie Taylor, chief of publicity 
for the local Shea-Par chain, ill. 

Lou Blumenfeld of RKO, Cleve- 
land, former 20th-Fox Buffalo office 
manager, vacationing here with his 
family. 

John Collins is student booker at 
Buffalo’s Universal office for the 
summer. 

E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, Metro division 
manager and Bry Stoner, manager 
Pittsburgh Metro office, in town 
with their wives to attend gradua- 
tion of Ted O’Shea, Jr., from St. 
Joseph Academy. 

Carlos Moore, UA representative 
in India, and his wife have been 
visiting friends here. Moore was 
formerly Buffalo UA branch man- 
ager. They return to India next 
month. 

Daughter of Ben Wallerstein, War- 
ners’ district manager in Los An- 
geles, was married in California this 
month. Wallerstein formerly op- 
erated the Broadway here. 

Shea, Bradford, Pa., reopens short- 
ly under operation of Nick Divson. 

Philomena Cavanaugh, oldest 
member of the Shea-Buffalo staff, 
back on job following week’s hospi- 
talization due to a fall. 





E. J. Sparks’ Vacation Home 
Spartanburg, S. C., July 29. 
E. J. Sparks, who sold his 100- 
house Fiorida circuit to Paramount, 
has erected $50,000 home in Lake 
View Park, exclusive Asheville, 
. ©. residential section. Since 
1937, Sparks, who was vioneer the- 
atre owner in Asheville, has re- 
turned for vacations. Now plans to 
spend more time here. 
New Park opened at Hot Springs, 
mM. -e. 
R. B. Talbert, Snartanburg city 
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| partners 


manager, Wilby-Kincey theatres, 


75c to $1.10 is expected to apply on| named 1941-42 entertainment chair- 
when it moves on| man of Spartanburg Lions Cl@b. He 


and Suvern Allen, manager of State. 
will help Chamber of Commerce and 
Retail Merchants Council with Au- 
gust cotton sale and use promotion. 


F.P.-Canadian Powwow 
Executives, managers as well as 
of Famous Players-Cana- 
dian Corp. will huddle at Quebec in 
a four-day sales meeting starting 
Aug. 1, J. J. Fitzgibbons, prez, pre- 
siding. . 


the Paramount and the Olympic, to 
Anthony Jim. 

Briefies: Parents of Jimmy Balmer, 
general manager of Harris circuit, 
celebrated 60th wedding anniversary 
recently....Perry Nathan, NSS head 
here, and wife to Cape Cod for a 
vacation....Hayes Garbarino, form- 
er Clairton exhib managing one of 
the Dipson houses lately, now wear- 
ing khaki.... Victoria Busch, Par ex- 
change, now Mrs. Carl Kleemann. 





,Denver’s Theatre Bldg. 


Denver, July 29. 

John Anderson and Sam Feinstein, 
longtime theatre and film men, are 
building a 600-seat stadium-type 
theatre on Welton street, across from 
the Orpheum. They will “use what 
is possible of the present building, 
and expect to open about Sept. 28. 

H. W. Eggert building 200-seat 
theatre at Upton, Wyo. 

Civic Theatres moves up man- 
agers, necessitated by resignation of 
Herbert Thornbrough as manager of 
the Oriental to go with General 
Motors. Bill Slater moves to the 
Oriental job from the Egyptian; Lew 
Williams goes from Granada _ to 
Egyptian, and A. E. McMichael 
moves from the Rex, open part time, 
to Granada. 

William C. Ritter, Universal sales- 
man, moves here from Los Angeles, 
while Art O’Connell goes to the 
salesman job in L.A. 

Promotions at the M-G exchange 
include the moving of Mike Cramer 
from office manager to salesman; 
Jimmy Michaletti frorn booker to 
office manager; Bernard Gold to 
booker with Frank Hale as assistant. 
Charles Dietz of N. Y., exploitation, 
added to the Denver office. 





Cleveland’s Shifts 


Cleveland, July 29. 
Shifting of Phil Harrington to spe- 
cial salesman’s post last week boost- 
ed Dorsey Brown, head booker, to 
Harrington’s former job as Office 
manager of local M-G exchange. 
Four other men also moved up as 


result of this promotion. John 
Coyne made first booker; Jerry 
Whitsell, second booker; Ralph 


Landsmaes, third; and George Bailey 
from cashier to fourth bookers’ posi-, 
tion. 

James Fred also arrived here from 
New Orleans, where he supervised 
Universal’s exchange, to become 
branch manager of the company’s 
Cleveland office. Frew takes place 
vacated by death of Joseph Kauf- 
man last month. Herbert Herste- 
neier, booking films independently 
for 15 houses in Ohio up to now, 
appointed new head booker and 
office manager. 

Joseph Unger, eastern division 
sales manager for Paramount, called 
sales meeting here last week attend- 
ed by 95 reps of Par’s branches in 
Cleveland, Indianapolis, Cincinnati 
and Detroit. 

Jimmy Harris, new p.a. for Loew’s 





State, wrecked new auto driving 
from St. Louis, but escaped with 
only a few pulled tendons. Harris 


last week succeeded Joe Long, who 


was transferred back to Boston as 
publicity director for iis Loew 
houses. Harold D. (Chick) Evans 
from chain’s St. Louis stand also re- 
placing Maurice Drucker, State's 
manager, who goes to Memphis. 
|Cecil Vogel, who handled Loew's 


| 


house in Memphis for eight years, 
brought up to look after local Still- 
man following Ted Teschner's trans- 
fer to the Poli circuit in New Eng- 
land, 

Norman Wheaton, with Warners 





ee ee 
Metro’s Piit Switch 
Pittsburgh, July 29. 

With transfer of Harry Fendrick, 


ne yA i ae ; M-G salesman, to Philadelphia office. 
—_— ye grins York olay Eddie Moriarity, eunmpans’s local 
mere, other members of the WB) office manager, and Tom Connors, 
state were dispatched to Asbury| Jr. upped to sales posts by Buck 
Park and Atlantic City for similar | Stoner, Metro manager here. Other 


purposes. 
are Lee Blumberg, of the h.o. press 
staff, and Harry Goldberg, 


the Warner there Aug. 8. Asbury 
Park opening has been advanced a 
week, with film unveiling tomorrow 
(Thursday) under aegis of exploit- 
|} eers Blumberg, Phil Engel and Mort 
Brill. 

Einfeld flew from Washington to 
Chicago for sales convention opening 
on Monday (28). 





Washington Sendoff 
Washington, July 29. 


Plans for the preem of ‘Sgt. York’ 
at the Earle here July 31 are now 





of 
i 








complete. After the arrival of Sgt. 


‘Alvin C. York from Tennessee to- 


morrow (Wednesday), accompanied 
by Jesse Lasky, who produced the 
film for Warners, and Gov. Prentiss 
Cooper of Tennessee, they will be 
greeted by a contingent of congress- 
men. U.S. Marine band will be on 
hand at the station, being the first 
time the band has participated in a 
reception of this kind. 








Handling the A.C. preem | promotions as result of these shifts 


include: John Zomnir, from chief 


ad man-| booker to office manager; Max Sha- 
ager for WB theatres. Pic opens at | bason, to chief booker’s post; Irving 


Jacobs to second booker and Tony 
Semplice and Eddie Macinski, from 
student to full-fledged bookers. 
Harry Feinstein, WB circuit's chief 
booker in this zone, placed in charge 
of all film buying for more than 70 
houses in Pittsburgh territory, and 
in addition will supervise bookings 
generally. Actual booking chores. 
however, will be looked after by 
Tony Stern, Feinstein’s assistant, and 
Saul Bragan, recently transferred 
here from Warner Cleveland office. 
Stern will handle houses in Pitts- 
burgh, on the Main Line and in 
Eastern Ohio while Bragan will book 
in the Erie area and West Virginia. 
Industry’s annual corn roast, an- 
nually one of the big affairs of the 
year, staged this summer as usual at 
the farm of Dr. C. E. Herman, Car- 
negie exhib. Date is Aug. 24 and 
will be a star picnic, as per custom. 
William Lampropolos, retired as 
exhib 15 years ago, back in the busi- 
ness again, having just acquired the 
Majestic, Phillipsburg, Pa. Lampro- 
polos quit originally in 1926 when we 
sold his two Latrobe, Pa., houses, 


aaa ee he anti ene, 
‘under Charlie Burris 








us e = $< nt 
at Telenews. 

. . Sam Reider returning to local 
burlesaue field, where he once man- 
aged the old Prospect and Bandbox, 
to become Roxy’s house manager. 

Nat Holt, local RKO division man- 
ager, couldn’t break his favorite 
habit of making long-distance calls 
to the RKO Palace gang even on his 
first vacation trip to Canada. 

Although he was staying at an iso- 
lated summer lodge 200 miles north 
of Toronto, Holt drove 50 miles to 
have a 10-minute phone chat with 
his house manager and Clem Pope, 
p.a., in Cleveland. 

Contrary to what they expected, 
only three or four minutes of his 
long-distance call was devoted to 
business questions. Rest of the time 
he spent telling them of the exciting 
gg he had catching his first big 
sh. 





Boucher Back to H.O. 


Rochester, N. Y., July 29. 
Frank Boucher, Schine city man- 
ager, here for the last three months, 
ordered back to the home office in 
Gloversville for a new assignment. 
Bud Silverman, manager of the 
Madison and former city manager, 
again takes the reins. Howard 
io < assistant manager of the 
Riviera, becomes acting manager. 
Boucher, former zone manager, 
took temporary charge of the 12 
Rochester» Schine theatres during 
one of the lowest periods in locai 
theatre history in effort to find ways 
and means to improve business. 
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National Release to 16,000 Waiting Box offices: -AUGUST 8h 
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Reveal U.S. Pix Cos. Have Followed 
Totalitarian Blacklist Even Before 


LORDS LAUD PIX 


House Acknowledges Films As Prop- 
aganda Aid 

London, July 1. 
propaganda has _ been 





Films as 


| lauded highly by House of Lords in 


President Roosevelt OK'd Release 


Buenos Aires, July 22. 

President Roosevelt's proclamation 
of economic warfare against the 
Axis in this hemisphere, by issuance 
of a ‘blacklist’ of over 1,800 persons 
and business concerns in Latin-| 
America as direct or indirect agents | 
of Germany and _ Italy, permits} 
VariETY to reveal that such a list! 
has been in quiet circulation by U. S. 
film representatives here for some 
time. 

Existence of the boycott had to) 
be kept hush-hush because of fear 
not only that publicity might crimp 
the works but that there was an 
actual danger of trouble with local | 
government officials, some being sus- 
pected of pro-dictator leanings. 

Announcement by F.D.R. that per- 
sons on the list were to be treated 
as though nationals of Germany and 
Italy means that U. S. film distribs 
located here are now backed by their 
government in refusing to deal with 
them and also serves as a guide for 
future dealings. : 

Film companies here Have for 
tome time been quietly putting the 
screws on any theatre handling the 
Nazi or fascist product and the word 
has been passed around that any 
exhib showing totalitarian propa- 
ganda would get no more Holly- 
wood celluloid. In most cases it 
has worked but there have been 
plenty of holes in the program be- 
cause some pro-Nazi firms would in- 
sist they weren’t that way at all. 
Now if they're on the list it won’t 
be up to the industry to guess— 
they’ll have to convince Washington 
or stay boycotted. 


LADY BEHAVE 
LONDON CLICK 





hen. 


| fine 


NEW OFFER FOR 





Havana Pic B.0. Off 


Havana, July 22. | 

This week's grosses are consider- | 
ably off. Possible addition of the Al- | 
cazar to the five original first release 
houses cut b.o. all around. However, | 
America, with ‘Buck Privates,’ hit | 
the top take. - | 
Estimates for Week of July 3 | 

| 


Fausto—‘That Night in Rio’ (20th). 
$2,100, good. 
Encanto—‘Great American Broad- 
cast’ (20th). $1,200, poor. 
America — ‘Buck Privates’ | 
$2,700, o.k. | 
Radio-Cine—‘Lady From Chey- | 
enne’ (U). $1,500, has seen better. 
Payret—‘Mi Novio Busca a una| 
Amante’ (‘My Boy Friend Is Looking | 
for a Girl Friend’) and ‘Sendas del 
Destino’ (‘Paths of Destiny’) (both 
Mexican). $1,500, poor. 
Nacional—‘Chamber of Horrors’ 
and ‘South of Panama.’ $900, awful. 
Alcazar—‘Escape’ (M-G). $1,700, 


(U). | 


session 

Government’s own Ministry of In- 
formation came in for hefty back- 
slapping, and work its Films Division 
has been doing in educating citizenry 
was singled out by their Lordships 
for special merit. M. of I. films 
branch is run by two trade notables, 
Sidney Bernstein and Jack Bedding- 
ton. 

There have been some rumors re- 
cently that bigwigs would raid the 
setup, with the customary changes 
made. Plot fizzled and Bernstein is 
still tops. 


Richard Greene 
Gets Army Leave 
For British Film 


London, July 1. 
Two Cities will follow up its 














MAXWELL 
CHAIN 


London, July 29. 
A new syndicate headed by Sir 
John MacTaggart, Scottish builder 
and financier, has opposed Warners 
in the bidding for the John Maxwell 


holdings in the Associated British 
Cinemas, Ltd., British theatre em- 
pire. : 


Understanding is that syndicate is 








London, July 29. 

Jack Hylton’s and William Molli- | 
#cn’s presentation of ‘Lady Behave,’ | 
musical scored a smash success in 
its opening last week at His Ma- 
jesty’s theatre after a provincial try- 
out tour. A long stay is anticipated 
for the show, which features Stanley 
Lupino, Sally Gray, Oriel Ross, Pat 
Kirkwood, Hartley Power and Ber- 
nard Clifton. 

Another click opening of the week 
(22) was ‘Quiet Weekend,’ at Wynd- 
ham’s, a sequel to the click of sev- 
eral seasons ago, ‘Quiet Wedding.’ 





5 tin: Coneiich 
Irksome to Exhibs 
In British Provinces 





London, July 1. 
Competish from 16 mm. stuff is 


Mroving irksom t j 2 = 
han De. ik e to hinterland ex- 
} hios. where nadorilg Woops get wig 


There | 


- Boost Amusement Business in Mexico 


miniature film-fare gratis. 
have been occasions, according to 
reports, of canteen shows screening 
a feature playing the local house the 
Same week. Trade fears the habit 
may grow, that current offerings will 
be playing the local town hall er 
schoolroom. Exhibs are appealing 
to renters to try to curb the habit. 
This troop-camp entertainment is 


proving a tough one all along the 
line. Instances have been cited of 
direct disregard of the deal made 
between the army chiefs and film 


trade restricting screenings to camps | 


far from cinema towns. 
likely trouble will flare out once 
trede has future of the industry 
safely out of the hands of the draft. 


Chas. Mayer Into N. Y. 


It’s not un- 





For 20th-Fox Talks 


Charles Mayer, 20th-Fox manager 
§n the Netherlands and Dutch East 


Indies, came into New York this 


week for home-office confabs. He 
had arrived in U. S. in time to attend 
the national sales convention in Los 
Angeles, coming east after a couple 
of stopoff visits on his way from the 
Coast. 3 

Mayer probably will remain in 
N. Y. for a couple of weeks before 
heading back to his home post in 
Batavia, Java, E. L 











|} prepared to top the Warner offer, 
| but the Government is inclined to 
favor the American film company’s 
offer (about $3,600,000), since the 
big part of the purchase would be 
made in dollars. 





Milder to Londen 
Max Milder, Warner manager in 
Great Britain, unable to hasten a 
visa to Lisbon from the Portuguese 


government, last week clippered to | 


England from Canada via the north- 
ern route. He had been delayed more 
than a week attempting to secure a 
visa from Portugal, and finally de- 


cided the northern route would be | 


much quicker under the circum- 
stances. 
It was stated prior to his departure 


| that any agreement on the proposed 


| Warner plan to buy into Associated | 


| British Cinemas, Ltd., would not be 
| settled until his arrivel back in 
London, 


| 


‘Freedom Radio’ (‘Voice in the Night’ 
for U. S.) with ‘Story Unpublished,’ 
starring Richard Greene, who'll get 
special military leave for the picture. 
Valerie Hobson has been okayed as 
the femme. Yarn is an original by 
A. Mackinnon and Havelock Allen; 
A. de Grunwald writing the screen- 
play. Harold French to direct. 

Michael Spolianski writing and di- 
recting music for Tansa’s produc- 
tion ‘Jeannie.’ He’s using London 
Symphony Orchestra. 

J. Arthur Rank will put ‘Hard 
| Steel’ into work at Denham as soon 
|as star Wilfrid Lawson can be 
| cleared. Film is based on an orig- 
| inal by Roger Datallas, Lydia Hay- 
ward is signed to do the screenplay, 
|for Norman Walker's direction. 





| George Carney and Betty Stockfield | 


| get featured roles. 


British National’s ‘Seventh Sur- 


| vivor’ washed up at Teddington. | 


| Company started immediate produc- 
| tion plans for another ‘Old Mother 
| Riley’ subject at its Rock studios. 
| Thomas Bentley directing. 

| Louise Hampden, from legit, signed 

' by RKO for a featured role in new 
| ‘Saint’ subject, ‘Meet the Tiger.’ 

| Leslie Howard does the narration 
|! on Concanen’s documentary, ‘Nation 
in Exile,’ made in collaboration with 
the Polish government. 





U.S. Distribs in Move 
For Antip Exhib Peace 


Sydney, July 18. 

Feelers are said to be going out 
|'from a certain section of the Mo- 
| tion Pix Distribs Assn. to the Ex- 
| hibs’ Assn., seeking to bring about 
unity between distrib-exhib. 
| Continuous bickerings have been 
| going on for a long time between the 
two. 





Mexico City, July 29. 
Record influx of tourists, the great 
majority of them Americans, who 
this summer are arriving at the av- 
erage rate of 500 to 600 daily, the 
biggest trade of the kind that Mex- 


k mae | , 
| ico and this city has enjoyed in sev- | 


eral years, is benefitting practically 
all branches of local show business. 

Theatres are being helped out of 
| the red to a considerable extent by 
what is called ‘curiosity attendance’ 
| by the visitors. While the bulk of 
this trade goes to the revue houses, 
with their international lingo of mu- 
sic, song and dance, and a good deal 
| of it to the tent shows, the legit play- 
; houses are getting a credible play. 
| Though hardly any of the American 
tourists understand anything of what 
the players say, they go for a look- 
see, to get a slant on theatre going 
here. Expressive Latin gestures tell 
a lot, on the stage and in the audi- 
ence, the U. S. trippers explain. 
And it costs very little to see a show 
here. 

The niteries are getting the big- 
gest trade. They had long been in 
a slump. 








Record Tourist nus (Mostly Yanks) 
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| MEX FILM PROD. UP 


Five Pix Being Made, Pointing to ’41 
Topping ’40 





| aS 
Mexico City, July 29. 

Picture 
for some time, has taken an upward 
{swing which promises to at least 
| round out 1941 with an output con- 
|Siderably in excess of that of last 
year, 23 films, the lowest in any 12 
months since 1930, when Mexico 
made a definite start with the pro- 
duction of her first talker. 


Five features are currently in pro- 
duction in local studios. 


production here, slow 





White Back to Cuba 


Herbert White, 20th-Fox manager 
in Cuba, has returned to his home 
post in Havana after about two 
months spent in the U. S, largely in 
homeoffice confabs. 


White attended the company’s sales 
convention in Los Angeles, and then 
sailed for Cuba shortly after he got 
| back to N. Y. last week. 











Havana, July 29. 

Federation of Cinema and Theatri- 
cal Writers of Cuba will present 
Henry Weiner, United Artists man- 
ager in this country, with a gold 
medal on Saturday (2). Award will 
be made at a testimonial dinner by 
the entire industry for Weiner, dean 
of American distribs in Cuba. 

Occasion will also mark 20 years’ 
service with United Artists. 

Other UA Vets 

Three other members of UA'’s 
foreign staff, in addition to Weiner, 
are rounding out two decades of serv- 
ice with the company. They are 
Enrique Baez, general manager in 
Brazil; Harald Tstrom, manager in 
Sweden, and Emilio Betran, exchange 
manager in Bilbao, Spain. 

In Brazil, entire UA organization 
is participating in a special 13-week 
sales drive during July, August and 
September to commemorate Baez's 
20 years of service. 





FACE STRIKE 
THREAT 


Mexico City, July 29. 
All of Mexico’s 851 active cinemas 
face closure or, at best, a sharp cur- 
tailment of service early in August, 
because of a strike move being made 
by the picture workers 
union against the eight American 


| 
| distributors in this country 








national 


to en- 
| force its demands for a new labor 
contract to replace the one that has 
just expired. 

The industry here generally con- 


| cedes that the strike will material- 
ize, though as yet no formal notice 
of it has been served upon the dis- 
tributors and the Federal Board of 


law demands. The required new 
pact features an average wage up- 
ping of 50%. Opinion is that the dis- 
| tributors will not meet that demand 
because they consider it excessive. 

| It is considered the union 
| make formal demand upon the dis 
tributors on Aug. 1, and then 
lits demand with the Conciliation 





| Board. The opinion along film row 
lis that unless the distributors, Par, 
20th-Fox, Metro, Columbia, RKO, 
Warners, Universal and UA, meet 


| will be called for Aug. 6. 

There are hints that the Govern- 
ment may act to avert the strike, “or 
currently American pictures domi- 
nate this market by around 98° and 


| aff the natinns treacurv oO 
2Soxd bey gual treas ry 2 go d 





aes, 
aeal of revenue. 
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Pratchett Recalled 

| Although American film company 
| foreign managers have reached no 
| agreement regarding action on the 
| proposed new tilt in wages for ex- 


MEX CINEMAS 





Conciliation and Arbitration, as the | 


Jap-U.S. Asset Freezing Creates 
Diverse Problems for Yank Films 


Fete Weiner’s 20 UA Yrs. 


Freezing of Japanese assets by the 
U. S., followed by the freeze order 
by Japan against American funds, is 
the latest headache for American 
film company foreign managers. 

Monetary freezing orders have de- 
veloped three separate problems for 
American picture executives to con- 
sider. First, and most important, 
covers the status of nearly $1,000,000 
in Japanese notes falling due in part 
next September. These are jin the 
Yokohama Specie bank, San Fren- 
cisco, representing revenues due the 
eight major film companies from 
business covering about 18 months, 
ending late in 1938, in Japan. Major 
companies made the agreement with 
the Japanese government in order to 
maintain a comparatively steady 
flow of new pictures into Japan and 
to have some assurance that they 
would be paid off on past business 
at somewheres near parity. 

While a Japanese spokesman in 
N. Y. said his government would pay 
its obligations as far as possible. Wali 
Street did not place much faith in 
this, and sold down Japan bonds 
sharply. Whether the funds in the 
film company note agreement would 
be frozen safely in U. S. under the 
order in Washington is not known 
definitely, but the impression in film 
circles is that the money on these 
notes would be forthcoming. Final 
payment (about four such are due 
starting in September) is due next 
February. 


The second problem concerns rev- 


enues of American distributing com- ~ 


panies frozen in Japan. Estimated 
that these, covering 1939- 1940 and 
up to the present, amount to about 
$2,000,000. However, they have been 
frozen since early in 1939: hence, the 
Japanese freeze order is largely a 
re-iteration of the former Jap gov- 
ernment edict. 


The other problem is the issue as 
to whether U. S. distributors will be 
able to continue doing business in 
Japan. In recent months, American 
distribs have been able to distribute 
only at the rate of about 40 features 
per year. Previously. yearly 120 
had been shipped to Japan by the 
eight majors while the normal mar- 
ket is around 240 features. 

The single bright spot in the com- 
plex picture is that Japanese cinema 
patrons continue to evidence a strong 
desire to see American films. 











Foreign Coin | 
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new methods which would enable a 


| Saving On cans and reel spools. 


While no major companies thus 


|far were reported as especially af- 


file | 


| this demand forthwith. the strike! 


OSSTRE Se Pi. oT ot nenenen an 


change workers in Mexico, A. L 
Pratchett, Paramount’s manager in 
|} Central America,‘ planed back to/| 


Mexico City last Thursday (24). He 
| had been called to N. Y. hurriedly 
ito outline the demands of the Mex- 
ico unionists at a Hays office hud- 
die earlier in the week. Pratchett, 
veteran in Latin-American affairs, is 
regarded as a keen observer of de- 
velopments in Mexico and Cuba. 
Hence, his advice was requested by 
foreign chiefs. 

This latest wage scale demand is 
one of a long series which have 
proved an increasing headache to 
U. S. distributors in Mexico. The 
new demands were given an Aug. 1 
readline. 





Hutchinson Recupes 


W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox for- 
eign sales chief, who has been ill at 
his home in N.Y. for the last two 
weeks, will likely be back at his 
Gesk at the end of the week. 

Hutchinson’s illness is reported a 
recurrence of previous poor health 
he suffered in recent years, 








fected just now by the blacklist of 


Axis firms in the Latin-America:, 
the foreign chiefs decided that 
complete check will be made in the 


future to see that no supplies go to 
the blacklisted firms. 

Proposed extra taxes in Cuba and 
new regulations and restrictions in 
Ecuador were brought before the 
session. More definite info is being 
sought on the changes in Ecuador. 


Seen Slated for Aussie 
Sydney, July 29. 


Possible readjustment of import 
restrictions is envisioned by Ameri- 
can film distributors, seeking to ease 
the rental coin freeze now set 


at 6214% of total revenue, as a result 
of Customs Minister W. Harrison's 
announcement that some readijust- 
ment may be made shortly for sterle 
ing exchange countries. Harrison 
made the statement prior to the de- 
parture of a special government 
delegation to U. S. 

Anzac delegation, headed by As- 
sistant Commerce Secretary Mc- 
Carthy, is seeking an inside looksee 
on the setup under the U. S. lease- 
lend law. Will huddle with Austra- 
lian Ambassador Richard G. Casey 
and other high officials jin Wash- 
ington regarding the unsouring of 
the Aussie market. 





U. S. Chiefs Annoyed 

Foreign department heads of film 
companies in N. Y. were annoyed by 
earlier cable dispatches which 
quoted Minister Harrison as deny- 
ing reports that the U. S. govern- 
ment had asked any reduction in 
Australian duties in consideration of 
aid given under the lease-lend bill. 
U. S. picture companies repeatedly 
have tried to have customers duties 
in Australia materially reduced. 
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FOR THE FIVE SHOWMEN 
WHO DO THE BEST COMBINED 
PROMOTION IN THEIR LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES OF “SUN 
VALLEY SERENADE’, THE 
20th CENTURY-FOX PICTURE, 
AND SUN VALLEY, THE 
FAMED IDAHO RESORT! 
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CONTEST RULES 


Sn 9 
Slt. 





As an incentive to all theatre managers and adver- 
tising men, ZOth Century-Fox is offering TEN SUN 
VALLEY VACATION TRIPS to five winners—two 


trips to each winner—in a great showmanship contest! 


The awards will be made for the gi 
five best local campaigns com- eshicstion 
binin romotion of ‘SUN 
VALL SERENADE’’—the 
20th Century-Fox picture star- 
a Henie mal John Payne 
with Glenn Miller and his Or- 
chestra — AND SUN VALLEY, 
the glamorous American vaca- 
tionland! 


The contest is to be judged 
strictly on the merits of your 
advertising, publicity and ex- 
ploitation. And by participating 
you will be cashing in on 2Oth’s 
tremendous UNION PACIFIC 
TIE-UP FOR “SUN VALLEY 
SERENADE”! 


Get a copy of the special press- 
book supplement describing this 
contest and tie-up at your local 
20th Century-Fox Exchange. 
Read the complete details. Re- 
member that campaigns do not 
necessarily have to be based on 
material in the press-book—orig- 


ala PSDCOUTARRS AP dees a0 asetinte :< . meumenrmers 









BC OTE 
get started NOW /! 
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The contest is open to all theatre managers and advertising men in 
the United States whose theatres play “Sun Valley Serenade. 


Prizes will be awarded for the five best campaigns which combine 
promotion of ‘Sun Valley Serenade,"’ the 20th Century-Fox picture, 
and Sun Valley, the resort. 


Ten all-expense two-week vacation trips to Sun Valley, Idaho, will 
be awarded to the five winners. Two trips will be awarded each 
winner and may be taken either winter or summer. 


Judges will be: Maurice Kann, Editor of ‘‘Boxoffice’’; Charles Lewis, 
Publisher of ‘Showmen’s Trade Review’; Sam Shain, Editor of 
“Motion Picture Daily”; Jay Emanuel, Publisher of ‘Exhibitor’; 
A-Mike Vogel, Editor of Managers’ Round Table Section of ‘‘Motion 
Picture Herald’; John Flinn, of the editorial staff of ‘Variety’; Jack 
Alicoate, Editor and Publisher of ‘Film Daily’ Decisions of the 
judges shall be final. 


5S 


Prizes will be awarded strictly on the merits of the advertising, 
publicity and exploitation campaigns, regardless of the size of 
communities. 


6 In the event of ties, duplicate prizes will be awarded. 


Z 


Contest begins August 29, 1941 and continues to and including 
November 15, 1941. The contest applies to all‘‘Sun Valley Serenade” 
engagements opening within this period. 


$ All entries must be postmarked no later than midnight, November 


15, 1941. 


All material should be placed in books. Campaign books will not 
be returned and no responsibility is assumed for entries. 


Entries must be sent to “Sun Valley Serenade’’ Contest Editor, 
444 West 56th Street, New York City. 








































ASP rete = 


























Pome er Neem MEER 


ne ee ee 


a 


ee pining aati tena 


or 


Pee ie Ne nn, ee ee ee 





. Phillins 
Pe owe te 


18 


FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1941 





H. Aldrich for President | 





(Continued from page 8) 


‘Henry Aldrich for President.” Con- 
tinuing the frantic predicaments and 
triumphs of Clifford Goldsmith's | 
teen-age stalwart, this film sequel! 
contains numerous fantastic, yet be- 
lievable, situations and lots of solid 
laughs. It should do fairly well in 
first-runs and potently in neighbor- 
hood duals. 

Story deals with Henry’s campaign 
for president of the highschool stu- 
dent body. Nominated as a politi- | 
cal trick by the snobbish rich boy 
to split the opposition votes, he be- 
comes a real threat in the election 
when the other candidate, the cute 
girl who has a crush on him, resigns 
in his favor. There are successive 
complications, in which Henry 1s ac- 
cused of stealing his rival's speech, 
stuffing the ballot boxes, etc., but he 
and his cronies, Dizzy and pert lit- 
tle Phyllis Michael, save his cause 
in a hectic and overly-farcical cli- 
max. 

Latter part of the picture could be 
profitably trimmed. Airplane ride 


stretches credibility and is trite 
Class B film stuff, anyway. Se- 
quence showing Henry’s disgrace, 


particularly a tragic scene with his 
father, could also be cut. Latter is 
sincere and genuine, but it’s out of 
character with the rest of the film 
and will probably make amusement- 
seeking audiences uncomfortable. 
Deletion of some of that footage 
would reduce the running time to 
nearer dual-bill requirements—and 
‘Henry for President’ is plainly a 
dualer. 

With those isolated exceptions, the 
picture is shrewdly and skillfully put 
together. It’s an audience-satisfier, 
as Henry and his pals, despite his 
all-too-boyish blundering, invariably 
triumphs, while the bullying class- 
mate, the two-faced blonde siren and 
the odious science teacher are all 
properiy humiliated. There are in- 
numerable realistic and diverting 
ie age touches, several ingratiat- 
ngly drawn characters and plenty 
of undeniable comedy. x 

Film is expertly, if economically, 
produced. It is directed with keen 
sense of character and laugh values 
and a nice feeling for pace. James 
Lyden is excellent as Henry, while 
Charles Smith is an acceptable Dizzy, 
Mary Anderson is an appealing Phyl- 
lis and Vaughan Glaser again 
achieves an attractive blend of wry 
humor as the barried principal. 
John Litel and Dorothy Peterson 
are convincing as Henry’s parents, 
while Lucien Littlefield and Kenneth 
Howell are rightly hateful as the 
science teacher and the ‘other’ boy, 
respectively. Jume Preisser over- 
plavs as the schoolgirl siren. 

There are three brief, informal 
gong numbers, all arising logically 
from situations. One is a swing vo- 
cal well handled by Miss Preisser. 
Another is a realistic-seeming school 
anthem sung in assembly. Third is 
a comedy ‘campaign song.’ sung by 
Henry’s supporters. Authorship of 
the tunes isn’t credited in the bill- 
ing. nor is the expressively-arranged 
background and cue music. Hobe. 


PRIVATE NURSE 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Jane Darwell, Brenda 
Joyce, Sheldon Leonard, Robert Lowery, 


Ann Todd, Kay Linaker. Directed by David 


Burten. Original screenplay by Samuel G. 
Engel: camera, Virgil Miller; editor, Al 
DeGaetano. Reviewed at tradeshow, N. Y., 
July 24, ’41. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Biss AGAMBS. 00 cc ccsesccnvasved Jane Darwell 
Beare BEGUOSY occ ceeccectscers Brenda Joyce 
Meee WIRs bsccccccscees Sheldon Leonard 
Henry Hoyt.....ccsccecsess> Robert Lowery 
arbara Wintomn......se..-.....-Ann Todd 
clone 50600800060 0608090060086 Kay Linaker 
OD. 5 1.45.060d660 60pnsedSOORO"s Frank Sully 
Dire. Goldbere.....>scccceoeces Ferike Boros 






..-Claire Du Brey 
~--leonard Carey 
eevcceese Clara Blandick 
onetnncanee Myrnu Marsh 

{George Chandler 
Messenger Boys.......... l Steve O’Brien 


Manager Flower Shop 
OS ee ene 





Any connotation in the label, ‘Pri- 
vate Nurse,’ with the life of a mod- 
ern-day Florence Nightingale is 
strictly coincidental. This is a poor 





gram messenger with a croaky voice 
—are standard line-deliverer:. That 
Western Union boy (either George 
Chandler or Steve O’Brien, accord- | 
ing to the cast credits) is delight- | 


ful. Herb. 
BUY ME THAT TOWN) 
Paramount relesse of Sol C, Siegel pro- 
duction. Features Lloyd Nolan, 


Constance 











three New York boys in their initial 


rack up ‘Buy Me That Town’ as one | 
of the most entertaining B entries 
of the season. Lack of b.o.-powerful 
monikers in the cast and the padding 
necessary to make the film run even 
68 minutes, preclude it from top 
rank, but it will serve as an excel- 
lent supporter in the duals. Its 
laugh-provoking burlesque of gang- 
sterism should make it a particularly 
effective teammate for heavy drama 
at the top of the bill. 

Paramount has reached into cine- 
maland’s’ racketeer-type grab-bag 
and come forth with every specimen 
extant for this tongue-in-cheek 
treatment of a handful of smart- 
money lads who realize that the 
Deweys and FBI’s have made beer- 
running, ‘protection’ and the rest of 
the muscle games as corny as a bis- 





tro brawl. So they buy themselves 
a town and go into the business of 
‘making it pay.’ Overly-bright 
femme among the bucolic gentry 
catches on, however, and forces the 
top man—through a combination of 
blackmail and romance-—-to' go 
straight and continue making the 
town pay, but for the benefit of the 
citizenry. The boys find, of course, 
that they can even get to like this 
honest-John operation. 

Lloyd Nolan’s the  love-taiched 
rodman with Constance Moore the 
voice of his conscience. Both are 
okay, but suffer in the comparison 
with the motley characters who 
make’ up the townsfolk and the 
members of the Nolan mob. There's 
Albert Dekker as the ‘boss’s’ dumbo 
assistant; Ed Brophy, who becomes 
police chief because of his great per- 
sonal knowledge of ‘the ins and outs 





of the law’; Warren Hymer, who is 
named fire chief because his value! 
as a member of the mob had always | 
been his ability to glance at a build- | 
ing and judge its potentialities for a 
judiciously-placed match, and Rich- 
ard Carle as justice of the peace. 
Eugene Forde has directed to ob- 
tain an unbelievably speedy pace, 
but lets the film down into oc- 
casional bogs with efforts to make it 
somewhat longer than the story con- 
cocted by Harry A. Gourfain (for- 
mer stageshow producer at the 
Strand, N. Y.), Murray Boltinoff and 
Martin Rackin warrants. Gordon 
Kahn did the screenplay. Most 
noticeable of the lapses in editing 
is the effort to paint Barbara Jo 
Allen (‘Vera Vague’ of radio) as a 
‘gangster-fan’ who recognizes the| 
boys from postoffice wanted cards. 
Paramount has given the pic a 
nicely-dressed production. Herb. 


1940-41 Dlneues - 


NEW WINE 


(WITH SONGS) 








~ 











one. 

Yarn is not only lacking in plot | 
substance but also romantic interest. 
Brenda Joyce makes 
nurse, but 


a pretty gal without a} 


a delectable | 





Hollywood, July 29. 
United Artists release of Gloria (William } 
Sekely) production; associate producer, | 
Douglas Maclean; stars Llona Massey and ! 
Alan Curtis; features Binnie Barnes, Al- 
bert Basserman Billy Gilbert Directed 


xy Reinhold Schunzel. Original screenplay, | 
feller—so what? Two preposterous | foward Estabrook and Nicholas Jore: | 
(even for films) cases in the life of | camera, John Mescall; music director, Ar- 
@ pair of angels of mercy don’t See el ae E. — 
: ae » emine *reviewed in studio projection room July 
make a picture—not even a 60-min 2, '41. Running time, 8% MINS. | 
ute one. y DE. tek dsivnasteneederneers llona Massey 
cripter samuel G. Enge I1cKS U PEARS Schubert. oc cccscicecesess an Curtis 
Scripter S 1G. E 1 picks up| F Schubert Al 
Miss Joyce in New York broke. She ee eel terteseceeeresees ar eee 
runs into a hard-bitten but soft-| poiay.....00.IIIIIIIII. Spiny Gitbert 
hearted oldtimer, Jane Darwell, and | Bookkeeper..............Sterling Hollows 
; y 
together they go out on cases. First ee Cer ceesccsccsceeces Richard Carle 
is a wack (Robert Lowery) who gets | Fier: ------ corseesseccoees oa oo 
drunk and gives crazy parties; all he | Maestro. 22600700 .. Sig Arno 
requires is a cold bath and some | Principal.......... 0690006566 Gilbert Emery 
sleep. Next is a kid (Ann Todd) + Ceerscscccoccvcace sey — 
: al TILL. we neeeees ere eee teens § ¥ 
whose father (Sheldon Leonard) is] peppi....2..512.! WE SEE Geesee O’Hanion 
a mobster who is separated from his | Withelm.......... biveesae Maynard Holmes 
wife; all he needs is strong language Karl TTT re reerr ry Erno Verebes 
from Miss Darwell to effect a re- —— OHO C OO BERS E OER CHEE GOS Paul Sutton 
onciliation with th fra (K Soldier. .......-..+.++- teen eees Lou Merrill 
co € u \4aY | Young Girl at Carnegie Hall..Ann Stewart 
Linaker) for the benefit of the child.| Young Man................ Kenneth Ferrill 


That’s all, there ain’t no more. 
Dialog goes along with the plot. 
Fadeout line is: ‘As Mrs. Goldberg 
gays, ‘It shouldn’t heppen to a dug’.’ 
You can work backwards from there. 
Brenda Joyce looks lovely in 
white. Miss Darwell looks—and acts 
—very efficient. Little Ann Todd is 
a bit too much the 10-year-old ac- 
tress. Others in the cast—except 





Picturing a brief biog-aphical epi- 
sode in the life of Franz Schubert, 
‘New Wine’ takes fullest advantage 
of the noted composer’s musical 
works for both incidental presenta- 
tion and background accompaniment. 
Result is a display of fine music 
aimed at class and musical audi- 
ences particularly. Key spots cater- 





for a Western Union singing tele- 


i fighter, 





ing to carriage trade will catch 


profitable reaction with proper ex- 
ploitation; subsequent runs will find 
it good programmer with proper ex- 
ploitation. Although story is an in- 
cidental framework on which to dis- 
play the Schubert symphonies and 
lighter pieces, it holds together well 
without stress on dramatic punch. 
Struggling Composer Schubert 
(Alan Curtis) escapes from Vienna 
to Hungary to avoid conscription. 


Moore, Albert Dekker. Dire ted by Euge ne | Tlona Massey, managing the estate of 
A papa rego * = Ss | Cc untess Binnie Barnes, falls in love 
Martin Rackin: camera, Theodore Spar- | with Schubert and loges her job in 
kuhl; editor, William Shea. Previewed in| trying unsuccessfully to get him at- 
Projection Room, N. Y., July 28. ‘41. Run- ltention at a musicale. The pair jour- 
ee . Llevd Nolan ney to Vienna, bent on recognition 
eet iny Constance Moore | for the composer, and finally Miss 
Se ror errr ee \Ibert Dekker | Massey herself tries to persuade pub- 
Chink Moran. .cccescecees = ago | lishers of Schubert’s abilities. She 
LigEY oe .-Ed Brophy |€ven reaches the great Beethoven, 
Terre cecesvers Warren Hymer | who insists a symphony be finished, 
Fingers.....+.++0+++2005: Horace MacMahon | but Schubert turns to schoolteaching 
Consta! le sam Smedley.....- Olin = " ind linstead of composing so he might 
| Judge, Paradise...........--- Hiei" Cameron | Properly support her as his future 
ade “pei aebepetabeniabe Bae Jack Chapin | wife. Girl returns to Hungary to 
Harry... sccecseccecscccens .Keith Richords | ajlow Schubert financial freedom 
Beebaacetcss ssn reveseve ee rrever haruete necessary to continue his musical 
GN SOOCMEE so hoses ssecnvengenns si Jenks | work. Interwoven are slight cut- 
I. cc cchetwassaeses Sou Jane Keckley | backs of a Schubert concert at Car- 
See WHBEMEB. «0+ +5 ++00s Pierre Watkin | negie Hall, where a romance be- 
ee icdenick O'Farrell tween a boy and girl blossoms dur- 
Ds nikisedesdensekcsns J. W. Johnston | ing the program through mutual ap- 
NE. cknntccane Casas vende cee Lillian Yarbo | preciation of mu ‘c. 
Malcolm (FBI Man).......... Russell Hicks Familiar comedy by Billy Gilbert 
- i r nd flustery bluster- 
Tricky plot idea whipped up by al po gM ie and y 


‘arnes, help to light- 


: ,en the proceedings considerably for 
effort for the screen will probably | general audiences. 


Picture presents eight Schubert 
compositions, including ‘Ave Maria’ 
and a production finale, in. addition 
to other numbers as_ background 
music during the action. Much of 
the latter is provided by small 
groups of instruments in ‘various ar- 
rangements, rather than holding to 
full force and volume of symphonic 
aggregations. It catches attention 
neatly. Sound recording of the 
music is one of the be:’ tracks heard 
in many months. 

Miss Massey sings two numbers 
solo in fine voice and ‘Ave Maria,’ 
latte: with boy’s choir. Miss Mas- 
sey and Curtis play the two leads 
with restraint, and only a tinge of 
romance. Standout is a brief part 
bv Albert Basserman as Beethoven. 
Picture is first production effort of 
William Sekely, with able associate 
duties in hands of Douglas MacLean. 
Direction by Reinho!~ Schunzel car- 
ries narrative along at leisurely 
pace, making most effective presen- 
tation of the musical numbers dis- 
played. Technical contributions 
achieve an artistic production mount- 
ing, with John Mescal’s photography 
of high rating. Walt. 


Here Comes Mr. Jordan 
Hollywood, July 23. 


Columbia release of Everett Riskin pro- 
duction. Stars Robert Montgomery, Claude 
Rains, Evelyn Keyes. Directed by Alex- 
ander Hall Screenplay by Sidney Buch- 
man and Seton I. Miller; from play, 
‘Heaven Can Wait’ by Harry Segall; cam- 
era, Joseph Waiker; editor, Viola Law- 
rence; Asst. director, William Mull. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, July 22, 
"41. Running time, 93 MINS, 





Joe Pendleton.......... Robert Montgomery 
ne CS i ce ow ci ecawewds Evelyn Keyes 
MO. CMa ss ccnneedessaseeee Claude Rains 
Julia Farnsworth Rita Johnson 
Messenger 7013..... Edward Everett Horton 
ge eee re ee James Gleason 
Se Ben i850 ceed beedes 5 eke John Emery 
Inspector Williams........ Donald MacBride 
er error errs Don Costello 
Sisk ..ccese Cocccesecsccecs Halliwell Hobbes 
Bugs heeded <éeeue eae 


-.-»Benny Rubin 





‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ with 
plenty of explosive laughs geared 
for widest audience appeal. It’s com- 


pactly-packaged entertainment and| 


a strong money attraction for the 
late summer solo bookings. Picture 
requiries intensive advance exploita- 
tion to get it away from the barrier, 
but will build strong through the 
favorable word-of-mouth to gener- 
ate holdovers in many spots. 

A foreword warns the audience 
that this is a fantastic tale, but fas- 
cinating to listen to. Harry Segall’s 
play (which hit a detour for Broad- 
‘wa, production) then proceeds to 
do as promised—with an abundance 
of laughs tossed in for good measure. 
Result is a neat blending of expert 
direction, excellent performances 
throughout, an ingeniously-devised 
script that takes fullest advantage 
of the entertainment factors, and one 
of the top displays of smooth-flow- 
ing film editing seen in some time. 

Story humorously poses the theory 
of reincaranation of a _ personality 


and soul that has been snatched 
from its earthly body 50 years be- 
fore the cosmic schedule. Robert 


Montgomery is an aggressive prize- 

: determined to be champ, 
with an airplane and saxaphone as 
hobbies. Flying from training camp 
to New York, the plane crashes, and 
Montgomery is snatched by Heavenly 
messenger Edward Everett Horton 
from his earthly body, and taken to 
Heaven for celestial registration. 
When it is found Montgomery’s ar- 
rival is premature, and his earthly 
body has already been cremated to 
prevent replacement, it’s up to 
registrar Claude’ Rains (Mr. Jordan) 
to secure another body suitable to 
Montgomery. Latter wants a good 
physical specimen so he can still be- 
come champ, and agrees to try one 
of a rich playboy just murdered by 
latter’s wife and conniving secre- 
tary. In this body, retaining his own 
soul, Montgomery falls in love with 
Evelyn Keyes, daughter of a duped 
financial agent. Montgomery saves 
the girl’s father from jail by return- 
ing millions to investors, but then 
has to get out of that body into an- 
other—as the secretary shoots him. 








After wandering for weeks in search 
of another landing, under guidance 
of Rains, Montgomery lands perma- 
nently in the body of a contender 
for the championship who is 
murdered in the ring by gamblers— 
and miraculously gets off the floor 
to win the title. From clues dropped 
along the way, both Montgomery's 
manager, James Gleason, and Miss 
Keyes recognize his personality and 
soul in the new body, and it all ends 
well. 

Montgomery hits a peak with a 
new characterization of the fighter 
and victim of a Heavenly mistake. 
His portrayal is a highlight in a 
group of excellent performances, 
and will do much to add brilliance 
to his marquee voltage. Miss Keyes 
displays plenty of charm, person- 
ality and ability as the girl, and role 
will get her both audience and 
critical attention. : 

Rains and Gleason click effectively 
with standout performances. Former 
is the amused director who is in- 
visable to all except Montgomery 
and the audience, with the major as- 
signment of getting Montgomery 
back on earth in accord with cosmic 
requirements. 

Gleason scores as the fast-gabbing 
fight manager, who is bewildered by 
the proceedings. His performance 
can be compared with his stage ap- 
pearance in ‘Is Zat So?’. Through- 
out, Gleason hits comedy peaks for 
laughs that drown out dialog of fol- 
lowing scenes. Donald MacBride, as 
the police investigator, also gets 
tangled up in the maze of weird 
happenings; and Horton adds comedy 
to his role of the Heavenly Mes- 
senger. Rita Johnson and John 
Emery are good in minor appear- 
ances. 

Direction by Alexander Hall sus- 
tains a fast pace throughout, concen- 
trating on a straight line presenta- 
tien of the tale with expert handling 
of characters and wringing utmost 
interest out of every scene. Script 
prepared by Sidney Buchman and 
Seton I, Miller is excellently con- 
tr*ved. 

Photography by Joseph Walker is 
topnotch throughout; and picture re- 
sorts to process work for minimum 
amount of footage. Producer Everett 
Riskin has assembled and dovetailed 
one of the most entertaining pictures 
to be issued from Columbia in some 
time. Walt. 


RINGSIDE MAISIE 


(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of J. Walter Ruben pro- 
duction. Stars Ann Sothern; features 
George Murphy, Robert Sterling. Directed 


by Edwin lL. Marin. Original screenplay 
by Mary C. McCall, Jr.; camera, Charles 
Lawton; music, David Snell; editor, Fred- 






erick Y. Smith. Previewed in projection 
room, N. Y.; July 23, '41. Running time, 
95 MINS. 

BEMIS TROVIOR. os cc ccsccicsvcced Ann Sothern 
Skeets Maguire............ George Murphy 
eer Robert Sterling 
Virginia O’Brien.......... Virginia O’Brien 
Cecelia Reardon......... -Natalie Thompson 
rr rer riers Margaret Moffat 
SMNOUNI®. so scccuccs ++eeeee-Maxie Rosenbloom 
Micky Du Prem..cccodceoccsr.ss:dR Te Rue 
Ws 595 6s ah ebb dena wens Rags’ Ragland 
SONONs 5 364600545052 000 8 Oscar O'Shea 
Se -.--John Indrisano 
ES.) ca aGlcdc cium h aks ool Roy Lester 
Jackie-Boy 


e Duffy.... -+--Eddie Simms 
Dr. Kramer. seseeeeeeescoes-JONathan Hale 
TRUM oO beac hadaxexeveess Purnell Pratt 





This is fifth in the series of ‘Maisie’ 
pictures from Metro, featuring Ann 
Sothern in tne characrerization of a 
young Brooklyn miss trying to get 
along the hard way. It follows the 
groove and pattern of its predeces- 
sors aS conceived by Mary C. Me- 
Call, Jr., and produced by J. Walter 
Ruben. It is probably typical of the 
least pretentious type of films made 
by Metro and carries some small 


HOLD THAT GHOST 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 26. 


Universal release of Burt Kelly and 
Glenn Tryon production. Stars Bud Abe 
bott and Lou Costello; features Ted Lewis 
Andrews Sisters. Directed by ; 
Lubin. Screenplay by Robert Lees, 
Rinaldo, John Grant; original by Lees and 
Rinaldo; camera, Edwood Bredell and Jo- 


seph Valentine; editor, Philip Cain; dia- 


log director, Joan Hathaway; asst. direce 
tor, Gilbert J. Valle. Previewed at Alex. 
ander, Glendale, July 25, ‘41. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 

COME BETAT s+ cccccocsscccsac Bud Abbott 
Ferdinand Jones...............Lou Costello 
Doctor JacKson....ceceees- tichard Carlson 
Camilie Brewstel..ccccceccesece Joan Davis 
GreMOle . oss. ccovecccccesececes Mischa Auer 
Nermea Laind...cccccss eccese Evelyn Ankers 
Charlie Smith..............Mare Lawrence 
Soda Jerk.....cccesees++---Shemp Howard 
ammeter. cccccsceeeeccccecss Russel Hicks 
Moose Matson........... William Davidson 


Ted Lewis and His Entertainers 
The Andrews Sisters 





Projecting Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello against the background of a 
haunted house, with the usual 
comedic and thrill situations en- 
gendered via such a setting, ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ catches effective audi- 
ence reaction. Picture, third in star- 
ring series for the comedy duo, will 
hit a merry and profitable stride in 
boxoffices of the regular runs, and 
rate general holdovers in the sum- 
mer key bookings. 


‘Hold That Ghost’ was originally 
produced prior to general release of 
‘Buck Privates,’ and after@Universal 
took a gander at b.o. reaction of the 
latter, was held over until ‘In the 
Navy’ weighed anchor for a tour of 
the theatres. Originally slated as a 
comedy programmer, added time al- 
lowed studio to rewrite start and 
finish for inclusion of Ted Lewis and 
his band, and the Andrews Sisters 
for two songs. Burt Kelly piloted 
the original production as producer, 
but after click of the comedy pair 
in ‘Buck Privates,’ and departure of 
Kelly to Paramount, Universal execs 
decided that ‘Hold That Ghost’ (al- 
ready in the cutting room) needed 
added b.o. values to raise it to a 
major attraction—so Glenn Tryon 
was delegated to handl@ the added 
material at start and finish with Ted 
Lewis and the Andrews Sisters. 
That’s the reason for the dual pro- 
ducer credits. 


Although the story utilizes me- 
chanical devices and foolproof situ- 
ations for Abbott and Costello to 
play with in the spooky atmosphere 
of a deserted tavern, it depends on 
its own dialog and situations to get 
across the laughs without inclusion 
of the Abbott-Costello routines that 
have already become familiar and 
threadbare in the comics’ previous 
film appearances. 


Despite the eerie setting, which is 
a familiar one for the haunted house 
formula, situations are neatly set up 
to make Costello and Joan Davis 
the major victims of the surprise 
happenings. As result, episodes fall 
on top of each other with crazy and 
ridiculous happenings that are still 
good for hefty laughs despite audi- 
ence familiarity and forewarning of 
what’s coming. 

Opening finds the two comedians 
as waiters in a night club operated 
by a mobster. This allows for pres- 
entation of the Ted Lewis aggrega- 
tion and the Andrews Sisters, and 
some broadly sketched comedy by 
Abbott and Costello. Fired from that 
job, the pair operate a gas station to 
become beneficiaries of the gang 
leader’s will when they accompany 
him on his last ride. Major asset is 
a deserted tavern in the country, 
which they visit with a young doc- 
tor, girl and former radio performer. 
From there on it’s a crazy quilt of 
zany situations and wild scampers 





boxoffice value because of the con- 
tinuity. Removed from the series, | 
‘Ringside Maisie,” on its own, is a 
low budgeted production and exhibi- 
tion filler. 

Miss Sothern is a capable come- 
dienne, distincily pleasant to gaze 
upon, and talented far beyond the 
material handed to her in the cur- 
rent release. ‘Ringside,’ as the title 
suggests, is comedy about the prize 
fight racket. It is high school fic- 
tion, a symposium of familiar cliches. 
Moreover, it’s the story about a 
young battler and his money-mad 
manager. Maisie is just a training 
camp secend. 

To brighten the action, several 
personality players have a round or 
two with the camera and then dis- 
appear from the film. ‘Rags’ Rag- 
land, late of ‘Panama Hattie’ on 
Broadway, does a short piece of 
sparring with the audience as a 
small time vaudeville agent. He is 
knocked out quicker than Firpo, 
after contributing a telephone scene. 
Virginia O’Brien sings a dead-pan 
version of ‘Gilded Cage’ in a cab- 
aret set, and that lets her out. Maxie 
Rosenbloom, as the young hero’s 
fight trainer, rates more footage than 
the others, but not nearly enough. 
Maxie gives the idea that there’s a 
wisecrack coming any moment, but 
he never gets a chance. 

In a costume cut much lower than 
kindly nature demands, Miss Sothern 
strives valiantly with some slangy 
lines to gain a few chuckles. There’s 
a touch of romantic interest between 
her and George Murphy. who plays 
the fight manager. Robert Sterling 
is the boy scrapper who takes a very 
realistic pushing around in the ring. 
Best acting bit in the niece, because 
it is sincere, is provided by Eddie 
Simms, a pug. 

The next ‘Maisie’ ought to be about 





Maisie. Flin. 


through the hostelry; with other 
mobsters essaying the synthetic ghost 
to drive the group out so the secreted 
fortune of the leader can be found. 
Costello stumbles on the cache, and 
the two boys turn the place into a 
roadhouse for a satisfactory finish. 

Post-production insertion of musi- 
cal and song interludes vy Ted Lewis 
and the Andrews Sisters gets the 
picture away to a flying start, but 
the finale with the entertainers on 
again is nothing more than an anti- 
climax. Lewis is in great form, 
opens with his old theme song, ‘When 
My Baby Smiles at Me,’ and then 
swings into his standard rendition of 
‘Me and My Shadow.’ The Andrews 
then deliver a socko arrangement of 
‘Sleepy Serenade,’ which is geared 
for pop attention. Finale brings on 
the band and trio again, with the 
Andrews Sisters singing ‘Aurora’ 
(already a pop tune in the juke- 
boxes) with male chorus accom- 
paniment. 

Abbott and Costello romp merrily 
through the various situations set 
up, the latter bearing the brunt of 
the weird situations set up for maxl- 
mum laugh reaction. Miss Davis 
also clicks in major fashion with her 
comedic surprise throughout the pro- 
ceedings, and is an excellent laugh 
teammate for Costello. 

Richard Carlson is the serious 
young doctor, while Evelyn Ankers 
is the girl who falls in love with him 
during the night of weird happen- 
ings. Marc Lawrence, Russell Hicks, 
William Davidson and Mischa Auer 
provide adequate support in minor 
roles. 

Arthur Lubin, director of the two 
previous duo starring pictues, carries 
this one along at a fast pace, high- 
lighting every possible _ situation 
available for laugh purposes. Script 


provided by Robert Lees, Fred Rin- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and chronologically 
sequenced according to calendar date and hour of screenings. A ready | 
reference for all exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
schedule of releases for the ensuing 10 days from Vartety’s date of publica- 
tion. Legend: T. for Theatre; P. R. for Projection Room.) 





. ALBANY 


WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Delaware T. 
MON., AUG, 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 79 N. Pearl St. 


ATLANTA 


WED., JULY 3@ (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par). Par. Exchange. 
WED., JULY 30 (11 a.m.). ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Rhodes Center T. 
FRI, AUG. 1 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Belmont T., Nashville. 
MON., AUG. 4 (11 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), RKO PR, 


BOSTON 


WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


BUFFALO 


WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Niagara T. 
THURS., JULY 31 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Regent T., Syr’c’se. 
MON., AUG, 4 (11 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


CHARLOTTE 


WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), State T., Asheville. 
WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Wayne T., Goldsboro 
WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Par. Exchange. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Par. Exch. P.R. 


CHICAGO 


WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), World Pl’yhouse. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10:30 a.m., 2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Warner P.R. 


CINCINNATI 


WED., JULY 30 (10 am.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Capitol T., Charleston. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Forest T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), RKO Scr. Rm., Palace T. 


CLEVELAND 


WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Lake T. 
THURS., JULY 31 (2 p.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Uptown T., Yo’ngst’n. 
THURS., JULY 31 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Ohio T., Toledo. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Warner Exch. P.R. 


DALLAS 


WED., JULY 30 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Texas T., San Antonio. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), White T. 

FRI, AUG. 1 (10 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Broadway T., Lubbock. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


DENVER 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Par. Ex. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange. 
MON., AUG. 4 (8 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 


DES MOINES 


WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Ingersoll T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Pruth’ (Par), Ingersoll. 
MON., AUG. 4 (12:45 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


DETROIT 


WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), E’st’wn T., Gr. Rapids. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Vogue T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Detroit Film Bldg. 
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NEW YORK’S 
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GINGER ROGERS in 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
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“RINGSIDE MAISIE” 


starring 
ANN SOTHERN 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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BE CAREFUL, KIDS 





Nancy Kelly, on loanout from 


"> WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


MUSIC HALL || 


| 
| producers and shows includes: 


| ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ ‘Love in Our 
| Time’; 


Hollywood, July 29. | iay by Bertram Block and Isobel ‘A Pe 


INDIANAPOLIS 


WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Hamilton T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 


KANSAS CITY 


WED., JULY 30 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Uptown, Wichita. 
WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Vogue T. 

WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Uptown T., Wichita. 
THURS., JULY 31 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Uptown, Wichita. 
THURS., JULY 31 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par), Uptown, Wichita. 
MON., AUG. 4 (4:20 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


LOS ANGELES 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back, the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 
MON., AUG. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 


MEMPHIS 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 


MILWAUKEE 


WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Colonial T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Rialto T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Warner P.R. 


NEW HAVEN 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Whitney T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Lawrence T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Warner T. P.R. 


NEWARK 


THURS., JULY 31 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Cameo T, 


NEW ORLEANS 


MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. 


NEW YORK CITY 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Normandie T, 
WED., JULY 30 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Astor T. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


WED., JULY 30 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Majestic T., Tulsa. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 am.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 
MON., AUG. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th “ent.-Fox P.R. 

re 


OMAHA 


WED., JULY 30 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Dundee T. 
WED., JULY 3@ (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Dundee T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 1502 Davenport St. 


PHILADELPHIA 


WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Aldine. T. 
WED., JULY 30 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Aldine T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 1220 Vine St. 


PITTSBURGH 


WED., JULY 30 (11 a.m.}, ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Morgan T., M’re’nt’wn. | 
WED., JULY 30 (11 am.). ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Academy, Meadville. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Shadyside T. 

WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Rivoli T., Altoona. 
WED., JULY 30 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Shadyside T. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2:30 p.m.), Sergeant York’ (WB), Warner T. P.R. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Esquire T, 
MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Star Film Exch. 


ST. LOUIS 


WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), S’Renco P.R. 
| WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), S’Renco P.R. 
MON., AUG. 4 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), S’Renco, P.R. 








SALT LAKE CITY 


WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 
THURS., JULY 31 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Fox T., Butte. 


N Y k Th iE | MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 20th Cent.-Fox P.R. | 
ew Yor eatres / SAN FRANCISCO | 


WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. | 
MON., AUG, 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Republic P.R. 





2ND WEEK NOW PLAYING | SEATTLE 
JAMES CAGNEY | WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Egyptian T. 
BETTE DAVIS | MON., AUG. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Jewel Box P.R. 


| 
| 
WASHINGTON | 


WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Sylvan T. 

WED., JULY 30 (10 am.), ‘Dawn’ (Par), Rialto T., Baltimore 
| WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Dawn’ (Par), Capitol T., Richmond. 
| WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Park T., Roanoke. 
WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Circle T 

THURS., JULY 31 (10:15 a.m.), ‘San Diego’ (M-G), Rialto T., Baltimore. 
FRI., AUG. 1 (11 a.m.), ‘Down im San Diego’ (MG), Capitol T., Richmond. 
MON., AUG. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), Earle T. P.R. 





Myers ‘Western Union, 
‘John Burgess, Berlin’; 
son: ‘Blithe Spirit’ 
Peep Show’; 
tant City’; 





Please,’ | 
John C, Wil- 
(Noel Coward), 
John Tuerk; ‘The Dis- 
Billy Rose: ‘Clash by! 
George S. Kaufman: ‘Mr.| 
Warners: ‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie} 
Dwight Deere Wiman: 
Mr. and Mrs, Julian 


Early Legit 
| cts from BI — 


'son. Around 40 new shows of all) Night’; 
types are in various stages of pro-| Big’; 
| duction, some being tried out in sum-| Cantor); 
| mer spots, but the majority being | ‘Solitaire’; 
| more carefully readied. The list of Olmey: ‘Village Green’; Vinton! 
| Freedley: ‘Let’s Face It,’ ‘Family | 
Herman Shumlin: ‘The Mazda! Honeymoon’; William Saroyan: ‘Jim | 
Theatre Guild: ‘Candle in! Dandy’ (and others); Luther Greene: 
(with the Playwrights), ‘Walk Into My Parlor’; Arthur Hop- 
kins: ‘Zulmira’; Metro: ‘Mr. Wookey’ | 
(‘We Fought at Arques’); Otto 
Preminger and Norman Pincus: ‘The 














Minds’; 
the Wind’ 


Shuberts: ‘Crazy House,’| 
| ‘Mardi Gras,’ ‘Thracian Horses’; Max 
| Gordon ‘New Orleans’ and an un-, Great Whitewash’; ‘Women Aren't 
titled play by George S. Kaufman} Angels,’ Lee Ephriam-Morris Sara-| 
| and Edna Ferber; Guthrie McClintic: , noff: ‘Keep Covered’; Oscar Serlin; | 
‘Dutch Vet,’ ‘Nijinski’; | 
George! Albert Lewis: ‘The Walking Gentle-! 
man’; 


Leighton, ‘Mary Poppins’; 


Maurice Evans: 








‘DETROIT. ... AUG. 4 


Notice of 


TRADE 


SHOWINGS 


For Exhibitors 


‘SERGEANT YORK’ 


(Warner Bros.) 


ALBANY .... AUG. 4 


1:00 P. M., 70 N. Pearl Street 


ATLANTA. ... AUG. 4 


11:00 A, M., RKO Scr. Rm, 


BOSTON... . AUG. 4 


2:00 P. M., 20th Cent.-Fox Ser. Rm. 


BUFFALO... . AUG. 4 


11:00 A. M., 20th Cent.-Fox Ser. Rm. 


CHARLOTTE . . AUG. 4 


10:00 A.M., Paramount Exch. Ser. Rm. 


CHICAGO. ... AUG. 4 


10:30 A. M. and 2:00 
P. M., Warner Ser. Km. 


CINCINNATI. . AUG. 4 


2:00 P.M., RKO Ser. 
Rm., Palace Theatre 


CLEVELAND . . AUG. 4 


2:00 P. M., Warner Exch, Ser. Km. 


DALLAS .... AUG. 4 


10:30 A. M., 20th Cent.-Fox Ser. Rm. 


DENVER .... AUG. 4 


8:00 P. M., Paramount Scr. Rm. 


DES MOINES . . AUG. 4 


12:45 P. M., 20th Cent.-Fox Scr. Km. 


2:00 P.M., Detroit Film Bldg. 


INDIANAPOLIS . AUG. 4 


10:00 A. M., Rm. 


KANSAS CITY . AUG. 4 


4:20 P. M., 20th Cent.-Fox. Ser. Km. 


LOS ANGELES . AUG. 4 


Ser. Km. 


MILWAUKEE . . AUG. 4 


2:30 P. M., 


Paramount Scr. 


1:30 P.M., Paramount 


20th Cent.-Fox. Ser. Km. 


MINNEAPOLIS . AUG. 4 


1:00 FP. M., Km, 


MEMPHIS ... AUG. 4 


10:30 A. M., Km. 


NEW HAVEN .. AUG. 4 


10:30 A. M., Warner Thea. Scr. Km. 


NEW ORLEANS . AUG. 4 


2:00 P. M., 20th Cent.-Fox Ser. Km. 


OKLAHOMA CITY AUG. 4 


1:00 P. M., Km. 


OMAHA... .. AUG. 4) 


1:00 P. M., 


Warner Ser. 


Paramount Scr. 





20th Cent.-Fox Ser, 


1502 Davenpert St. | 





PHILADELPHIA. AUG. 4 


10:45 A. M., 1220 Vine St. | 


PITTSBURGH. . AUG. 4 


2:30 P.M., Warner Thea. Ser. Km. 


PORTLAND, ORE AUG. 6 


2:00 P.M., Star Film Exch. 


SALT LAKE. . . AUG. 4 


2:00 PL. M., 20th Cent.-Fox Ser. Km. 


SAN FRANCISCO AUG. 4 


1:30 P. M., Kepublic Ser. 
Km.—221 Golden Gate Ave. 


SEATTLE... . AUG. 


2:00 P. M., Jewel Box Scr. Rm. 


2:15 P.M., Secrence Ser. Rm. 








AMTAS| 


AIR-CONDITIONED 


gaits BROADWA 53 & B'way 


20th-Fox, is assigned to co-star with | Jessel, ‘The High Kickers,’ ‘The Sun an’ ‘Macbeth’; | 
Richard Carlson at Paramount in| Field’; Gilbert Miller: ‘Anne of Eng- | William A. Brady: ‘Miss Nelly of N’ 
‘Dangerous Holiday.’ | land’; George Abbott; ‘Young Man’s Orleans (revival) ; John Meehan: | 

Spy melodrama rolls this week | Fancy,’ ‘Not for Love’; Brock Pem- | Friend for a Nickle’; Dollar Top 
with Robert Siodmak directing. | berton; ‘Two Story House’; Aldrich Theatre: ‘Nine Day Wonder. 


4 
ST. LOUIS ... AUG. 4 
WASHINGTON . AUG. 4 


16:30 A. M., Earle Thea. Scr. Km. 
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HOLD THAT GHOST 


aldo and John Grant takes full ad- | 
vantage of Abbott and Costello's 
special talents, providing the pair | 
with socko material that eliminates | 
recourse to their familiar routines of 
revious pictures. As result, picture | 
s a slam-bang and knockabout com- | 
edy, silly and ridiculous, but a laugh- | 
creator and audience-pleaser. Walt. 


' 


Dangerous Moonlight 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 27. 

RKO (British) production and release. 
@tars Anton Walbrook, Sally Gray. Di- 
rected by Brian Desmond Hurst, Screen | 
lay and original story by Shaun Terence 
GF oung. Camera, Georges Verinal, At 
Cambridge theatre, London. Running time: | 
90 MINS. 


Stefan Radetzky......+0.+-4 Anton Walbrook 
Carole Peters...coccseess wee Sally Gray 
Mike Carroll..ccccoocecee: Derrick de Marney 
Deo Guise... cccccccccccscccccees Keneth Kent 
MA Peters. .cccccccceesocece Perey Parsons 


Physician...cccceses eeccseces J. H. Roberts 
Specialist... geccccesceeeeeerees Cec il Parker 
MOTOM, occ sensesses saseeeees Guy Middleton | 
British Commander......--.- John Laurie 


Polish Commander........-- Frederick Valk 


A simple yarn adequately handled, 
‘Dangerous Moonlight’ will get wide 
playing here, aided by the marquee 
value of Anton Walbrook and Sally 
Gray, its star pair. Minus that pull 
overseas, possibilities of big-time 
bookings are restricted abroad. Fea- 
ture has some loose footage, difficult 
to tighten due to method of piloting. 

Bill Sistrom has given unusual 
production polish to this British 
entry from RKO. Treatment covers 
up faults somewhat and the slick 
handling, along with standout camera 
work, will do much for picture's 





earning power. Terence Young's 
screenplay glosses a lot, dialog is | 
okay, but plot is short on action 


apart from a zingy air battle in last 
few hundred feet. The same prosaic 
line is taken by Brian Desmond- 
Hurst in directing tale of a young 
Polish composer with the hands of a | 
musician and the heart of a fiyer. 
Piloting is slow and methodical, sans 
highlights. 

Fighting a losing air battle when 


Nazis invade Poland, Stefan Ra- 
deizky (Anton Walbrook) is fixed 
for an escape to Roumania since 


of more use to their country. Prior 
to winging he meets Carole Peters 
(Sally Gray), a newsgirl from the 
U.S. When booked later for a fund- 
raising concert tour of America, the 
pair’s paths cross again. Thjs time 


to repress the pilot urge. They 
break when he leaves for England 
and the Polish Squadron of Royal 
Air Force. His buddy, Mike Carrol! 
(Derrick de Marney), gets himself 
killed after an argument in trying 
to straighten the domestic tangle. 
Figuring he’s to blame for the mess. 
Walbrook deliberately flies into a 
Nazi bomber when his ammunition 
runs out. Happy ending has the gir] 
succeeding in giving him back his 
memory and his music. 
Walbrook enacts with his 
tomary under-playing, this time 
almost to a point of self-suffocation. 
Similarly, Miss Gray is screened for 
glamor that palls after too much of 
such footage. She’s a nifty looker, | 
but over-poses. Effect is something | 
like a series of screentests. Re- 
mainder of the cast does well: Ken- 
eth Kent, as a French impresario, 
clicks. De Marney garners a num- 
ber of laughs as the wild Irisher. 
Carroll, but his brogue is muffed | 
here and there to spoil the job. 
Sound is remarkably poor; ear has | 


to strain in the early footage. 
Photography of Georges Perinal 
captures exquisitely the panissimo 


mood of soft-lighted interiors; air 
stuff is also tops from his depart- 
ment. 


BULLETS FOR O’HARA 
ind neon Phe t ’ Pe t 7 ae a vor oh 


William K Howard Screenplay, Ray- | 


mond Schrock, from story by P. J. We 
60n camera, Ted MeCord: edito J 
Gibbo At Globe N y July 26 4] 
dual. Running time, 50 MINS, 

Patricia Van Dyns Jonr 


DB es etc he caceieul . Hob rt 
R. Palmer a 6 Ow g ee er 
Marjorie Palmer............00: Joan Winiield 
Bradford -Roland 


¥ - 
eee ee ee ee ee ee PuUSe pris 


EDC ede pabdToakeen ees Victor 


Kite 
Zimmerman 

Mann 
Harlan 


‘OUST EG oe coaacasscande Hank 


Ps 55 00550940069 050564006 008 Jack Mower 
5 , Bracey 
Baird 


There’s little to be said for a pic- 
ture as bad as ‘Bullets for O’Hara.’ 
It’s too feeble to do its share at-the 
boxoffice, even as a lower-decker in 
neighborhood duals. Intended as an 
action meller, its basic premise is 


Film Reviews | 


Continued from page 18 


| whom any regular 


| something. 


Drew | 


| 








ciety girl could be married to a 
gangster for a year without ever 
suspecting his criminal activities. 
Yet the husband is Anthony Quinn, 
film-goer would 
instantly recognize as a mobster 
from the first glimpse. In fact, he’s 
been rightly type-cast in scores of 
hoodlum parts, 

But that isn’t all. In order to trap 
the gangster, the detective-hero has 
her acquitted of complicity in her 
hubby's crimes and she gets a di- 
vorce. Then the hero carries on a 


out of hiding. It’s all pain®'’'y trans- 
parent and rather preposterous, | 
Joan Perry, apparenily bei:.., given 
a minor buildup by Warners, gets 
top featured billing as the wife. 
She’s pretty and refreshingly direct, 


‘but there’s nothing in the part to in- 


dicate her acting ability one way or 
the other. Roger Pryor is accept- 


‘able as the detective, although the 


part is silly. Quinn is, of course, 
sadly miscast as the pseudo-society 
gunman and Maris Wrixon has little 
to do as a handsome young blonde 
society matron. Others aren't not- 
able. William K. Howard's direction 
lacks pace or variation. Couple of 
the sets are rather good for a Class 
C effort. Hobe. 


Murder By Invitation 


Monogram release of A. W. Hackel pro- 
duction, Stars Wallace Ford; features 
Marian Marsh, Sarah Padden, Directed by 


Phil Rosen. Story and = screenplay by 
George Bricker; camera, Marcel LePicard; 
editor, Martin G. Cohn. At Rialto, N. Y¥ 


week July 23, '41. Running time, 67 MINS, 


Bob White..... iweaenar ..Wallace Ford 
ere OP PIO. 0 6.0 fcc ieedoune -Marian Marsh 
AUNE CRARIO. ..ccecercccsencs Sarah Padden 
| Sherif€ Boggs. cecccccccsccecees George Guhl 
BN SS rrr rer rrr Wallis Clark 
Garson Denham...ccocecese:: Gavin Gordon 
Maxine Denham.......+.+-+.-Minerva Urecal 
ROW OEIGEO i nods ctdoonvesece ccdtener. reins 
oT Peete rT Teer Tie Herbert Vigran 
Mary Denham....... ...Hazel Keener 
Looks like a’ remake of all who- 
dunits produced in recent years. 


Even in the most mystifying mystery 
thrillers a certain amount of credi- 
bility is expected; this one rings in 
sliding panels, hidden passage-ways 


and secret doors in such corny pro- | 
fellow pilots deem his music-making | portions it 


will have to 
the lower 


struggle 


holding onto rung of a 
| dualer. 


| ‘Murder by Invitation’ again spots 


| Wallace Ford as a newspaper writer, | 


| this time invited to spend a week at 


| the estate of an eccentric spinster, | 
they marry, but Walbrook is unable | one Cassie Denham. When the 


|O0ld homestead, the murders 
| and with no rhyme or reason. Per 
| usual suspicion is fastened on the 
| elderly estate owner, though nobody 
;cares particularly excepting 
|newsnaperman and his photographer. 
| It later develops that said spinster 
| has some $3.000,000 in cash hidden 
| about the big mansion, and that some 
relatives are trying to uncover the 
fortune. After the third slaying, 


begin, 


Cassie decides to smoke out the real | 
cus- | culprits. 


So, she burns down the old 
dwelling. And, sure enough, the two 
guilty parties come forward. Then 
Cassie reveals that the millions are 
in Confederate money, ar ~ tosses the 
bills into the air. Very droll. 

Sarah Padden, highly. competent, 
nearly makes her eccentric charac- 
terization of Aunt Cassie amount to 
Wally Ford, cast as the 
newspaper columnist, 
being annoye’ more than mystified 
by all the queer goings-on. Marian 
Marsh, his secretary, is pert, but 
doesn’t add much to the plot. 
bert Vigran adds a bit of comedy as 
the prowling photographer. 
| There’s one ‘gem’ at the fadeout 


where the photog, watching Ford and | © 


Miss Marsh in a lengthy kiss-clinch, 


says. ‘The Hays office ain’t going to | 


like that kiss.’ George Bricker is held 
responsible both for the story and 
screenplay. Wear. 


I Was a Prisoner On 


MacD 
1 Di I S Eile Dor 
\\ I W anne 1) tec 
I l ders Ss npl 1 Kat I r 
P y Oo nd } \ 
Jol imal yr, R 
J At R N. ¥ Ju at 41 
Runnins ne, 71 MINS 
ck A ee ee re ....sally Ejlers 
Joel Grant....: i métset veces ..Donald Woods | 
Dr. Martel..... eeeesoodee Edward Ciannelli 
| Buieart....chcvecs $eesades Victor Kilian 
Commandant..ccccces Charles Halton 
| DUIEB. . 0s. ccrccccccccccesecsses DICK Curtis 
| Gerault......ccosessecsececss.+.d0nn Tyrrell 
Brisson.......sseccsccese+- Eddie Laughton 
|} Quarry Guard....... eGenivens Edmund Cobb 


| Governor 


TEITTY TTT TTT Robert Warwick 





This one exudes melodramatics. If 
|the audience doesn’t laugh at the 
wrong times, or exclaim (as they did 
at tHis theatre) ‘what a story!’ at 
the conclusion, it may get by as a 
mild programmer. Aside from the 
/overdone dramatics and_ slipshod 
yarn, exhibitor ha: nothing with 


implausible, its action is spotty and| which to decorate his marquee. A 
its climax is obvious from the start.| Slim dualer at best. 


It has negligible marquee value and 
even its title is meaningless. At least 
it runs only 50 minutes. 

Story is unbelievable from the) 
Audiences are ex-| 
pected to accept the idea that a so- 


Young Yank, first officer on a 
tramp freighter, gets into a fight 
over his wages and his captain dies 
during the tussle. This sends him 
to Devil’s Island for a three-year 
stretch. To make the fable more 


Den- | 
| ham clan gathers at midnight in the | 


the | 


impresses -as | 


Her- | 


complicated he meets the girl of his 
dreams, the one he met at a French 
| Port, She's still wed to her villain- 
ous hubby, a crooked physician. Said 
| medico is chiseling on the island's 
{medical supplies, selling surplus 
lamounts to the mv vinland druggist, 
even though the prisoners are ne- 
|glected. 

| Per routine, the young American 
;Wangles his way into the island's 
| hospital, where he manages to prove 
lhero in going through a blinding 
lstorm to the mainland for supplies 
‘needed to squelch an impending 
‘fever epidemic. That should have 
| brought him a pardon and glory at 
‘ence, but the scripters couldn't over- 
icome the old yen for a prison break 
‘climax. Hence, he has to wade 
‘through that first. It’s the most ex- 





{phony romance with her and they! ¢ijting thing in the film, if totally 
‘even go through a mock marriage) unnecessary, and as phoney as the 
|(which unaccountably turns out to! other implausible events which are 
ibe the McCoy) and even go on a} done in almost serial story fashion. 
‘honeymoon just to draw the culprit} 


Performances of Donald Woods, as 
the Yank skipper; Sally Eilers, the 
much abused wife and his sweetie; 
land Charles Halton, the island's 
|commandant, are jerky. Lew Lan- 
ders’ direction is very stilted. How- 
ever, Edward Ciannelli, as the is- 
i land's doctor married to the Ameri- 








joe sweetheart, and Victor Kilian, 


cast as the French Legion war vet 
land assistant commandant, are splen- 
|did in their characters, while Rob- 
ert Warwick is forceful in a minor 
| role. Wear. 


| 


| 


Thunder Over the Prairie 








(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 25. 

Columbia release of William Berke pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett. Directed 
by Lambert Hillyer. Screenplay by Betty 
Burbridge, based on book by James L. 
Rubel; camera, Benjamin Kline; editor, 
Burton Kramer; Asst. director, Milton Car- 
ter} songs, Cal Shrum, Billy Hughes. Pre- 
viewed in studio projection room July 24, 
‘41. Running time, 59 MINS, 

Steven Monroe....cecsccees Charles Starrett 
Bones Malloy..ce.. ease Cliff kdwards 
Nona Mandan, .cccccosecess Eileen O' Hearn 
Roy Mandan........se...--- stanley Brown 
| Timmy... ..ceeeeeeeeveeess Danny Mummert 
1 Clay: Mandan, sccccccesecveces David Sharpe 
| Hartley... cccccccsccecsesocscs Joe McGuinn 
fe Peer rr errr en pee Donald Curtis 
| Dave Wheeler. .ceccccvcvecesses Ted Adams 
pa, ree ..Jack Rockwell 
Judge Merryweather........- .. Budd Buster 


Cal Shrum and His Rhythm Rangers 


This is the second of Columbia’s 
inew series of westerns with Charles 
Starrett carrying through as a wan- 
dering young medico of the west, 
who is destined to stop in a new 
frontier town to clean things up be- 


venture. 
western concoction, picture aims to 
inject as much action and 
compensate somewhat for the wild 
hokum projected. by the _ writers. 
Picture is strictly a filler for the 
action houses and juve matinees. 
Starrett leaves post-graduate work 
in the east to hit for the wide-open 
‘country, does a fullsome quota of 
good deeds for the citizens in the 
|; dust bowl district, and hangs around 
|long enough to clear an Indian—a 
former medical student — from 
charges of cattle rustling and dyna- 
miting of a dam. 
stance are officials of the construc- 
tion firm who handle the Indian 
workers as-peons, but finally suffer 
expcsure by the young doctor. 
Starrett is okay as the hero, pick- 
ing up Cliff Edwards here for what 


looks like addition of latter’s comedy | 


and strumming-humming —for  suc- 
ceding issues of the series. Ca 


Shrum and his Rhythm Rangers pro- | 


vide several cowboy tunes for nom- 
inal attention. Best -part of 
bert Hillyer’s direction is 
to fights of various 
opportunity. 


sorts at ever 


y 
Walt. 


WIDE OPEN TOWN 





Hollywood, July 25. 
Paramount lea of Harry Sherman 
| prolduetion; Associate producer, Lewis J 
| Rachmil Stars William Boyd, Directed | 
|} by Lesley Selander, Screenplay by Har- 
jrison Jacobs and J. Benton Cheney, based 
nm chara s crented by Clarence FE. Mul- 
‘ - iT Russell Harlan; supervising 
ed , Sherman \ Ruse editor, Carroll 
Lewis: Asst rector, Frederick Spence 
Pp e\ i ir udi projection room July 
24, ‘41 I ning ie, 377 MINS 
i ( . ...William I ! 
ei ot ee Kusse Ha r 
POUR sc buceewens Andy Cly 
LAMENTS sciceasaneeeces n Bre 
s POSE ..000 0 Victor Jor 
J GATE. cc cuctnoeseese | Ankrum 
ee Oe ON, ks deen aeate Ix neth Harlan 
J FeO 6 cca eeertevevens Bern Ka 
Ball SSUAPR ewe ec ccceecscenccenes G nr 


Hopalong Cassidy and his pals ride | 


| again to clean up another town in 
the western sector—and despite the 
familiarity of the tale it’s told in an 
| interesting and actionful manner to 
satisfy the western and action au- 
diences. Harry Sherman’s produc- 
| tion, mounting, and usual scenic 
backgrounds identified with this 
series make ‘Wide Open Town’ a 
|good supporting attraction in the 
family houses. 

William Boyd, Russell Hayden and 
| Andy Clyde are on the trail of cat- 
tle rustled from the Bar-20 when 
ithey hit the town dominated by 
| Evelyn Brent. Latter is the shrewd 
and calculating proprietor of the 
combo bar and gambling joint. used 
as headquarters for the gang ied by 
Victor Jory. Boyd decides to inves- 
tigate the mob by tarrying awhile, 
and is inducted as sheriff to preserve 
law and order. This precipitates a 
series of fast-unfolding episodes in 
which he maneuvers the gang to de- 
struction, discovers the Bar-20 miss- 





fore he moves along for another ad- | 
Utilizing trite dramatics of | 


rough- | 
and-tumble encounter as possible to 


Villains in this in- | 


Lam- | 
recourse | 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 








Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 
Hands Across the Rockies (Col) 
The Big Store (M-G)_ 6/11 

West Point Widow (Par) 6/11 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 
Nevada City (Rep) 7 16 

Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 

San Antonio Rose (U)_ 6,25 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) 


R. Vallee-R. Lane 


MU 74 
w Bill Elliot-M. Daily 
C 84 Marx Bros.-T. Martin 


CD 63 A. Shiriley-R. Carlson 
73° Disney Cartoon 
W “58 Rz. Rogers-G. Hayes 
D 100 J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
MU 62 R. Paige-J. Frazee 
D K. Dougias-L. Fairbanks 








Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 





Poison Pen (Rep) 7/2 

| Puddin’ Head (Rep) 7/2 
Kansas Cyclone (Rep) 

Hit the Road (U) 7/9 
Underground (WB) 6 25 


Barnacle Bill (M-G) 7/2 

Murder by Invitation (Mono) 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) 7/16 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 7/2 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) 7/23 


625 MU 64 


Medico of Painted Springs (Col) 6/25 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) 

They Met in Bombay (M-G)_ 6 25 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 
Jungle Cavalcade (RKO) 7,9 

A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 
4 Was a Prisoner on Devil's Island (Col) *~ 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
C, Starrett-T. Walker 
T. Keene-B. Miles 

92. C. Gable-R. Russell 

84 E. Drew-C. Ruggles 

76 «6F. Buck 

80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 

F. Robson-R. Newton 
80 J. Canova-F, Lederer 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
62 G. George-B. MacLane 
95 J. Lynn-K. Verne 


== 
$ 
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z 
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D 10 D. Woods-S. Eilers 
CD 90 W. Beery-V. Weidler 


D W. Ford-M. Marsh 

C 82 B.Hope-D. Lamour 

C 85 G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
MU 92 D, Ameche-B. Grable 


Cc 6 
Cc 81 


Baby Sandy-FE. E. Horton 
D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 








Two in a Taxi (Col) 
Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) 
Father Steps Out (Mono) 

"Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 

They Meet Again (RKO) 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) 

| Mountain Moonlight (Rep) 
| Accent on Love (20th) 

| Hello, Sucker (U) 7/2 

| Bride Came C.O.D. (WB) 


7/16 





7/2 


D 62 A. Louise-R. Hayden 
D 985 RR. Young-J. Stewart 
D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
M 63 R. Arlen-E. Gabor 
D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
WwW 56 3 Mesquiteers 
cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 
D 61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Cc 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 
CD 4 SB. Davis-J. Cagney 











aa hn 
WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18 /41 


Blondie in Society (Col) 7/2 


Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 7/9 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 

| Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 


Hurricane Smith (Rep) 

| Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 

| Dance Hall (20th) 7/23 
Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Rawhide Rangers (U) 

Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 6/30 


C 477 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Ww 59 3B. Elliott-I. Meredith 
D 104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
w B. Jones-T. McCoy 

D 988 J. Wayne-B. Field 

D R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
w G. Autry-S. Burnette 
D 73 CC, Romero-C. Landis 
Ww 60 R. Arlen-A, Devine 

w J, M. Brown 

D 50 J. Perry-R. Pryor 








The Officer and the Lady (Col) 7/16 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 6/30 

The Deadly Game (Mono) 

Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 7/9 
Ten Nights in a Bar Room (Rep) 

Bad Men of Missouri (WB) 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 





D 59 R. Hudson-R. Pryor 


Cc 9% A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
D J. Lang-C. Farrell 

Cc 65 L. Erroll-K. Howell 

M R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
D J. Wyman-D. Morga 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 


a ent 





| Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 
| Blossoms In the Dust (M-G) 
| Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) 
Fugitive Valley (Mono) 

Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6 25 
| My Life With Caroline (RKO) 7/16 
Rags to Riches (Rep) 
| Charley’s Aunt (20th) 

Cracked Nuts (U) 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) 


6/25 





Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) 








WEEK OF RELEASE—8/8) 41 


— . ee 


w C,. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
D 98 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
D W. Hull-L. Gorcey 
Ww R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
CD 83 ™M. Martin-D. Ameche 
* 78 RK. Colman-A. Lee 
M A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Cc Jack Benny 
Cc M. Auer-U. Merkel 
cD 


W. Morris-T. Brown 


- $$ 


NT 

















Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 
Sun Valley Serenade (20th) 7/23 
Lydia (UA) 

Major Barbara (UA) 5/7 

Dive Bomber (WB) 





M 68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Mary Names the Day (M-G) D L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 
| Dynamite Canyorm (Mono) WwW T. Keene-E, Finley 
| Wide Open Town (Par) w W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Six Gun Gold (RKO) ’ w T. Holt-L. White 
| Dressed to Kill (20th) M L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
| Hold That Ghost (U) 6 30 Cc 85 Abbott-Costello 
| New Wine (UA) 6 39 MU I. Massey-B. Barnes 
| Manpower (WB) 7/9 D 103 E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 
| WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/41 
pou fasachbeiiiabiienitii sete a 
| Tillie the Toiler (Col) Cc K. Harris-W. Tracy 
| Medico Hits the ‘rail (Col) Ww Cc, Starrett 
| Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) Cc M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Ice-Capades (Rep) Cc J. Ellison-D. Lewis 
Wild Geese Calling (20th) 6/30 D 78 H. Fonda-J.Bennett 
| This Woman is Mine (U) D F. Tone-C. Bruce 
WEEK OF RELEASE—8 /22/41 
———————————— — —a - — — 
| Whistling in the Dark (M-G) D C. Veidt-A. Rutherford 
| World Premiere (Par) y J. Barrymore-F. Farmer 
| Scattergood Baines No. 3 (RKO) 4 12 cD 69 Guy Kibbee 
). | Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) Ww Gene Autry 
| Bad Men of Deadwood (Rep) w Roy Rogers 
Private Nurse (20th) M J. Harwell-B. Joyce 
| A Dangerous Game (U) 3/5 M 69 A, Devine-R. Arlen 
Highway West (WB) D B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 
WEEK OF RELEASE—8/29/41 
eee — —— —EE —$—$—$—$—$—$—$— 
Our Wife (Col) Cc M. Douglas-R. Hussey 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) Cc J. Crawford-R. Taylor 


RD D. Lamour-J. Hall 

CD 86 S. Heine-G. Miller 

RD M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
D 115 W. Hiller-R. Morley 
D E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 





ing cattle, and finishes with Miss 
Brent off to prison for a stretch. 

Boyd continues as the resourceful 
Hopalong, aided by Hayden and 
Clyde. Latter provides comedy re- 
lief sketched in broadest fashion for 
juvenile attention. Miss Brent turns 
in a fine performance as the brains 
of the gang, and advances consider- 
ably in her comeback attempt. Ade- 
quate support is provided by Jory, 
Morris Ankrum, Kenneth Harlan and 
| Bernice Kay. 








Script neatly mixes the various 


|ingredients of gun and fist fights, 


wild rides, chases and general action 
expected from a western. Lesley 
Selander’s direction holds a steady 
and fast pace throughout. Excep- 
tional photography by Russell Har- 
lan takes fullest advantage of the 
scenic vistas of the district at the 
base of Mt. Whitney, which is bein 
used as location for the series, an 
which Sherman identifies in a sub- 
title. Watt. 
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How Ways & Means Members Figure 





Congressional Committee Thinking in Terms of ‘Free 
Use of Public Domain’ by Broadcasters 


Washington, July 29. 

Predicting a yield of about three 
times the maximum industry people 
think can be realized, the House 
Ways & Means Committee Saturday 
(26) laughed off thoughts the tax on 
radio’s gross receipts will be hard to 
stand. The formal committee report 
denied such a levy is unfair or dis- 
criminatory and remarked on broad- 


casters’ earnings from use of the 
public domain? Yield is figured at 
$12,500,000. 


‘The desirability of a special tax on 
radio broadcasting (distinct from a 
tax on advertising, one medium of 
which is radio) is indicated by sev- 
eral considerations,’ the revenue- 
finders declared. 

‘Radio broadcasters are the pos- 
sessors ~of a_ valuable privilege 
awarded to them free of charge, on 
the condition that they operate in 
the public interest. Because of the 
technical limitations of the broad- 
casting band, the number of commer- 
cial broadcasters at any one time is 
for all practical purposes limited. In 
consequence, the right to operate a 
broadcasting station in particular 
areas carries with it a measure of 
monopolistic privilege and the op- 
portunity for an extremely profitable 
investment. Through the exercise 
of that privilege and the exploitation 
of that opportunity, many broadcast- 
ers make substantial profits and vir- 
tually all broadcasters derive less 
tangible benefits in the form of pub- 
licity and goodwill. 

‘The principal operators in com- 
mercial broadcasting earn high rates 
of return on relatively small invest- 
ments. They possess unusual taxpay- 
ing ability which, in view of the 
Government’s present revenue re- 
quirements, can properly be _ sub- 
jected to special taxation. 

‘Radio broadcasting requires pub- 
lic regulation. Such regulation is 
provided at public expense, with 
great benefit to the industry 
without any special costs to that in- 
dustry. 

‘The tax imposed 
to a given percentage of net time 
sales made during the year. A net 
time sale is in effect defined as the 
gross amount received or accrued 
from the sale of radio time, not in- 
cluding the amount of any commls- 
sion (not to exceed 15% of the gross 
amount) paid to or deducted by an 
advertising agency, and minus any 
amount paid by the taxpayer, 
suant to the sale by him, for broad- 
casting time to other persons operat- 
ing radio stations or engaged in net- 
work broadcasting. 

‘The rate prescribed with respect 


is to be equal 


+ 
vv 





but | 


pur- | 


Detroit for CBS From Chi 


Columbia’s sales office in Detroit, 
heretofore a separate entity, has 
been placed under the supervision 
of Leonard F. Erickson, western sales 
manager of the network. His head- 
quarters will continue to be Chicago. 
Ultimate idea is to appoint a Detroit 
manager again, however. 

Shift of the office under Erickson’s 
supervision follows’ by _ several 
months the resignation of Al Steele 
as Detroit manager to join the 
D’Arcy agency. 


Albert N. Williams, NBC, 
New Radio Director For 
Counci! of Democracy 


Albert N. Williams, writer-direc- 
tor at NBC, is leaying the netwo'< 
as of Aug. 1 to become radio direc- 
tor of the Council of Democracy in 
New York. Council has not previ- 
ously had a regular salaried radio 
director. 

Williams has been with NBC some 
years, part of the time acting as cast- 
ing director and also attracting at- 
tention for his public service pro- 
gram technique pioneering in new 
techniques. His best known effort 
of the latter character was a col- 
laboration with Harold Lasswell, the 
social scientist, on ‘Human 
in Action’ which NBC 
year ago. 








broadcast a 


Dolan Buys Out Denne 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Ken Dolan has bought out his part- 
ner, James Doane, and will operate 
the radio agency on his own 
Payoff reported 





| 


House of Representatives last 
| the broadcasting industry 
| dio’s ) pres atest failure 
lin the ‘proposal to inflict diseri 


at aroun d $10,000. | (Continued on page 28) lcame to WGR -WK BW. 
- BLUSHING UNNOTICED 
The Ways and Means Committee of the only by—the generosity of the public authori- | 
week reminded _ ties in dispensing licenses. 
again—of its (ra- ~- 
public relations. Both Other advertising media seem about to 


committeemen it is sun-clear t 
tors have been largely 





|all, instructed in the facts of th 


to each class of taxpayer is applica--| 


ble to the entire amount of the net 
time sales for the taxable year. The 
act provides, however, that the lia- 
bility of a taxpayer in one classifica- 
tion cannot exceed the 
liability under the next lower classi- 
fication, plus the amount of the tax- 
payer’s net time sales in excess of 
the maximum net time sales taxable 
under the lower classification. 

‘For example, the tax in the case 


of a taxpayer with net time sales of | 


$500,000 would be at the rate of 5% 
of the net time sales or $25,000. 
cept for the above notch provision, 
if the net time sales were $500,001, 
the rate would be 10% of the net 
time sales, or $50,001.10. By reason 
of the notch provision, the tax in 
the latter case would be $25,000 plus 
the net time sales in excess of $500,- 
000, or $1, making the latter case 
$25,001.’ 
Or, figure it out for yourself. 





WICC, Bridgeport, as Is 


Bridgeport, July 29. 
John Shepard has decided against 
long-mulled plan to move his Bridge- 
port-based 600-kilocycler, WICC, to 
anew upstate location at this time. 
Change of address would have 
taken NBC-BPlue basic station out of 
metropolitan radius. 


maximum | 


Ex- 


| It is a stupendous oversight by broadcasting 
of influence to 
imaginations a 


blindly allowed 
their 


ito have men 


build - in 


Leonard Erickson Watches 


Nature | 


upon broadcasting and in the reasoning of the 
hat the 
exposed to the propa- 
ganda of enemies of radio and very little, 


INDUSTRY BLOM 
aTUNG LEADER 





Committee Singles Out 
Broadcasting for Dollar 
Volume Assessment—Leg- 
islature Desperate for De- 
fense Revenue — Only 
Chance of Stopping Meas- 
ure Is in Senate 





PRINTERS’ IDEA? 





Washington, July 29. 

Unless protests carry enough 
weight, the radio industry appears 
destined to pay over some propor- 
tion of its gross income to the Fed- 
eral Government through the me- 
dium of a special broadcast dollar 
volume tax adopted hastily by the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
late Wednesday (23) and immedi- 
ately denounced by the industry as 
Outrageous discrimination. The in- 


frantic efforts to bring about a leg- 
islative somersault but the outlook 
is not too encouraging at this writ- 
in. 


The emergency tax bill, with the 
provisions levying from 5% to 15% 


on stations’ time sales over $100, 000 | 
per annum, goes before the House of | 
Representatives in a way that prac- 
tically wipes out any 
ing the committee proposal. 
sequence pressure is 
' trated on the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee, which will have a chance to 
rewrite the entire legislation. 
Broadcasters are in the pgsition 





In con- 


house committee suddenly junked an 
excise on such articles and 


source of revenue, 


minatory taxes 


legisla- 
ment, 
if a 


is industry. television 


being concen- | 


nd 


House of Representatives 





dustry, caught by surprise, is making | 


‘MIRIAM WOLFE ENCORES 
AS NEW YORK WITCH 





hope of kill-| 


| 





SUDDEN RADIO TAX SOCK 





N.A.B. Hires Alvord & Alvord 


Washington Firm Specializes on Tax Pleadings 
Before Government Bodies 





Mark Goodson, Spieler, 


Quits Frisco for N.Y.C. 


Mark Goodson, formerly an an- 
nouncer at KFRC, San Francisco, 
has moved to New York for perma- 
nent residence and work. 


He was regularly announcer and | defense tax bill. 


m.c. on Noxzema’s 
Cities,” over KHJ, Los Angeles, and 
his own station. 





Hal Peary’s ‘Gildersleeve’ 
Character Going Solo 


For Kraft Cheese Acct. 





Hollywood, July 29. 

Hal Peary, who plays ‘Gilder- 
sleeve’ on the ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly’ program, gets his own show 
next month built around that char- 
acter. Kraft (Parkay) will sponsor 
half-hour comedy piece titled ‘The 
Great Mr. Gildersleeve.’ Cecil Un- 
derwood, who produces ‘Fibber’ for 
Needham, Louis & Brorby, will be 


lat the controls for the same agency. 


Program airs on Sundays over 
NBC's western string of stations. 





Buffalo, July 29. 
Miriam Wolfe 
of ‘I'll Find My 
opera to Mutual, 


Way,’ 
this weekend to go 


| back to Gotham to act in NBC-Blue’s 
‘sr Spangled Theatre’ Sunday (3). 


of having been swapped for candy | 
bars and chewing gum. Under fire | 
from confectionery makers, the} 


then, | 
in casting around for an alternative | 
hit on radio as a| 


Latter will revive one of ‘Witches 
Tales’ which ran four years on Mu- | 
tual with young Miriam as the witch. 

Nila Mack also setting spot for her | 
in Saturday’s (2) ‘Let’s Pretend’ on 
CBS. Nineteen-year-old actress was 
one of CBS’ regular juves until she 


escape substantial taxation although not one of 
them is expected, as is 
millions of dollars in public service, 


radio, to plow back 


in experi- 


in such government pets as shortwave 
radio and such 
and 


far-off, unknown quantities as 
frequency modulation. 


justification for the new tax sock against radio 


cause this 
has been 
completely 

y unweeded, it 


is the hobgoblin of the 
somethin 
allowed to flourish, 


‘free license.’ And be- 
e¢-for-nothing connotation 


> 


bec: for radio 


. ¢ ; ; now mes necessary 
untruthful picture of how radio stations and ; hee 
t a 8 ee > . IT all S re "ac 1 > 
networks survive. Radio did not, like Topsy, ~~ Ss eilae a = panic-inspire ast-minute 
+ counterdrive 
just grow. It was built. It suffered all the _— a nal ; sad 
, | ’ : The radio share of the total advertising 
pangs and disadvantages of newness. For ten = the United Stat hia 
oes + ; . ¢ xpenditures he nited States 1s approxi- 
'years it suffered the strongest kind of telling penditures in the © ee appro? 
ca | - A im zin wh mately $200,000,000 out of a 1940 estimate for 
‘ivalry from newspapers and magazines O - sag Pr 
h ib ; bu: ae , for year stedrede of tll advertising of $1,600,000,000. lhrough the 
lac een in JUS Cos O Cal, he e 
, : ; < vears broadcasters had to fight for those 
|vears in the case of the press “. 
i? dollars, now only a very nominal percentage 
of the grand figure. In the process of build- 
Broadcasting was painfully achieved, not ing up its ability to be self-supporting (a 
miraculously produced, full grown like an great democratic virtue!) the radio industry 


Olympian god. ‘The only 


and as resourcefully as it sold 


this: 





Radio f 


faces 


go world made possible not 





trouble is that radio 
forgot to tell the world and forgot to tell Con- 
gress and forgot to sell its audience as smartly 


The flop of radio’s public relations consists in 
that it fought for the means and the right 
to survive without making adequate provisior 
to picture to outsiders the walls of oppositio1 
and obstruction it had to get around. 


, belatedly, a world in which in 
fluential men are prepared to believe that radi 
is a spectacular soft touch, an easy-come-easy 


energy and patience and striving but by—an ira 


nize mutual 


its customers, 
rramming 


n the 


adio, 


responsibilities 
United States the world’s finest system of pro- 
free of 
ubversive tendencies. 


Congress seems prepared to penalize 
hard fight for revenue 
ssumption that getting business is 
hard for others. 
ind cockeyed notion is apparently so widely | 


has provided the practical operating conditions 
for Government, 


Public and Industry to recog- 
and give the 
and 


tyranny, bureaucracy 


radio 
fallacious | 
easy for 
fantastic | 


on the 


That such a 


reld is, however, basically nobody’s fault bu 
by brains an adio’s. Its public relations couldn't qualify 
Major Bowes unit 


WGR’s soap | 


The | 


| MARION YOUNG 5 BECOMES 


unchallenged and | 


+ aa eee 


Washington, July 29. 
The National Association of Broad- 
casters tacitly agreed Monday (28) 
that outside wirepullers are desir- 


lable and necessary if the industry 


is to stave off the 5 to 15% levy on 
gross income provided in the new 
Expert assistance 


‘Quiz of Two | was hired about the time the first 


grumbles were becoming audible 
from the N.A.B. dues-payers, who 
had been lulled into slumber by re- 
ports that everything was all right 
atop Capitol Hill. 


The lobbying firm of Alvord & 
Alvord, which for years has done 
high-calibre tax-yelping for big 
business, was hired to swing its 
weight, at the time the House Rules 
Committee agreed to let the revenue 
measure come up in a way that pre- 
vents a direct attack on the radio 
levy. 

Legislative engineers were retained 
soon after William Green, President 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
stirred up a hornet’s nest with a 
letter to Chairman Robert Dough- 
ton of the House Ways & Means out- 
fit saying the levy is not approved 
by the labor crowd. Green’s letter 
provoked mumbling from the print- 
ing trades, which intimated there 








being penciled out | 


| 


may be repercussions the next time 
the Federation’s executive council 
gathers. It seems that Green tried 
to knock down impressions the levy 
was an Official AFL idea but in do- 
ing so stepped on the toes of the 
‘autonomous’ members of the fam- 
ily. 

Green technically appeared in the 
clear, since there never has been any 


i decisive action by the high command. 





| unions in 


Furthermore, high chiefs of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers— 
who know what side their bread is 
buttered on—have come to radio’s 
support. The wheels within wheels 
of the labor organization have con- 
fused lots of observers, including 
Congressmen, who thought the print- 
ing crowd was advocating Federation 
policy. 

Broadcasters are making the most 
of the confusing AFL political di- 
visions. They note that the Allied 
Printing Trades Association does not 
include one of the most potent 
this line, the typographi- 


|ecal unit, suspended three or four 
years ago for refusing to pay the 
special assessment imposed to help 


|} it up about a year ago to go on 


fight John L. Lewis and the C.LO., 
and at least one of the group is on 
the fringe of leaving the Green fold. 


NEW MARTHA DEANE 


Deane,” femme comment 
WOR, New York, returns 
Monday (4) as a partici- 
pating serie spieler using the 
Martha Deane tag will be Marion 
Young, for the last six years women’ 
editor of the NEA syndicate and 
former foreign correspondent. Show 
will have the 2 p.m. spot Monday 
through Friday. 

Mary Margaret McBride, 
had the ‘Martha Deane’ series, 


‘Martha 
show on 
to the air 
New 


who first 
gave 
CBS 
for Florida Citrus, under her own 
name. Bessie Beatty, who next had 
the ‘Martha Deane’ show, didn’t use 
that title much and has since 
dropped it altogether in favor of her 
own name. 


O’Hara of KWK Weds 
St. Louis, July 29. 

O’Hara, sports gabber at 

who was divorced last May, 


Johnny 
KWK, 


| eloped with Kathryn Stapleton, a 


| junior in the Fine Arts School of the 
Washington University here and was 
| wed in St. Charles, Mo. News of the 
wedding was kept secret for a week. 

O’Hara gave his age as 36 while 
‘the bride said.she was 21. 
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FOURTH—AND FINAL—INSTALLMENT 








HOW TO LEAD INTO SALES COPY — 





We have shown in previous sec- 
tions of these reports, that every 
radio program sets up a gestalt, or 
reaction pattern, of its own in the 
listener’s mind. Whenever the pro- 
gram violates that gestalt the listen- 
er’s interest drops, or he tends to 
stop listening. 

Commercial announcements are 
part of radio programs. Therefore, 
whenever the commercial announce- 
ment interrupts the gestalt of the 
program the listener will lose inter- 
est and tend to stop listening. 


The basic rule then for getting 
more people to listen to your com- 





mercial is to make your commercial 


a part of the program. That is, to 











fit your commercials into the spirit 


of the program. 
~The fact that many commercials 
do disturb the gestalt of the pro- 
gram and are, therefore, resented, 
is indicated by comments at the 








the gestalt of the program 
therefore, interrupt it—radio listen- 
ers have, in general, gotten the habit 
of not listening to commercial an- 
nouncements. A’ simple example 
may make this clearer. 

If every time you entered your 
home you kicked your dog, he would 
soon learn to duck whenever you en- 
tered. Much the same thing has hap- 
pened to radio listeners. Therefore, 
the second consideration to be re- 
membered is that a commercial 
should not signal its coming— 


the audience does not expect it. 
The promiscuous violation of this 
principle is undoubtedly one of the 
major weaknesses of radio com- 
mercials. Commercial 
studied for one week in New York 
revealed that over 60% of the prog- 
rams flagged their commercials with 
such openings as: ‘Friends, ‘Now 
Friends,’ ‘Well,’ ‘And now we will 

































DROP-OFF OF /NTEREST 
IW (BEST) ¥(POOR) COMMERCIAL 
oan mote 
| PROGRAM IWTEREST LEVEL org VAL PROGRAM INTEREST LEVEL 
75 BEST COMMERCIAL 1s 
- -49.2 POOR COMMERCIAL 50 
25 25 





GRAPH ‘I'—Illustrating what happens to an entertain- 
ment's interest level when the commercial is injected. A 
poor commercial (poor for any number of possible reasons) 
will drop the audience interest nearly twice as much as a 


‘good’ commercial. 


Spector agency—WOR Radio Listen- 
ers’ Conferences where over 1,000 
people were questioned as to their 
likes and dislikes of commercial an- 
nouncements. 

One of the outstanding spon- 
taneous criticisms was that ‘com- 
mercials interrupt the program.’ 

A survey of *34,000 Indiana fami- 
lies showed that 31% of the listen- 
ers flatly stated that they resent 
radio commercials. 


| _DON’T SIGNAL AHEAD 
One other consideration should be 


noted. Because most commercial 
announcements are not fitted in to 


~_-—~— 


*Indiana 














hear,’ etc. Here the sponsor is in- 
vitiig the audience to turn psy- 
chologically deaf. Avoid it. 


cials is to change 
the commercials 


the position 
with respect to 


middle commercial appear in the 


t 


GOOD AND BAD LEADS 


It should now be apparent that the 





and, | 


rather it should be placed so that! 


Dullness 





Voluntary public comment 
that sales copy is ‘too long’ need 
not always be taken as literally _| We have already | seen that the 
a question of length. Rather it lead into a commercial is extremely 
tel ost |) important because it determines in 
may Ghee sme ee , {the main how large a percentage of 
that the copy is ‘uninteresting’. (the program audience will continue 
Research men should take such to listen. ine 
laint a doctor relates | Because of the carry-over effec 
erie a { ‘many | which we have described before, the 
symptoms, OF course 4 ‘lead has additional importance in 
complaints’ are a storm warning = your commercial. The ‘carry-over’ 
to investigate what really ts effect causes the reaction to a par- 
amiss. Mere length of commer- |ticular point in a program—favor- 
cials is not necessarily the 
source of trouble. 


‘able or unfavorable—to be carried 
| over to the following portion of the 
|program. It is obvious, therefore, 
|that if the first part of your com- 











| the program audience will listen to! 


! 


programs | your commercial. 


|in determining what percentage of | 


Where the lead of | 
a commercial fits into the gestalt, 
or total pattern of the program, a 
larger listening audience will be ob- | 
tained. 


The accompanying chart ‘I’ shows | 
how the audience reacted to one of 
the best and to one of the poorest 
news commercials of a certain | 
sponsor.* 


It will be noted that the poorest 
commercial lost about twice as much 
interest as the best commercial. 
That difference in loss of interest is 
shown relatively in the graph op- 
posite. 


The better of the two news com- 
mercials tied into the gestalt or total 
pattern of the program with the 
opening: ‘News is the story of 
change....’ 

The poorer commercial disrupts 
the program gestalt with the open- 
ing: ‘How often have you heard it 
said that what you don't know will 
never hurt you?....’ 


*One thousand subjects of carefully se- | 
lected characteristics constituted the sam- | 
ple for this experiment. 


HOLDING AUDIENCE | 


In a series of investigations con- | 
ducted on radio groups at WOR, the | 








| 


Another simple device for assur- | 


ing greater listenership to commer- | ' 
ais ; of latter groups there is an aversion to | 








State Radio Survey—Indiana 
Wniversity, 1989. 
INTEREST /N MIDDLE COMMERCIAL 
DIRECTLY AFFECTS INTEREST IW LAST COMME FCUAL 
r- a 
50 50 
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GRAPH ‘J'—The effect of different middle announcements 


upon the same closing commercial. 


Under one set of cir- 


cumstances a piece of copy can be very good, under an- 
other set of circumstances same copy is poor. 


audience was asked to name the | 
commercials they liked, and to tell | 
why they liked them. Invariably the | 
preference lay with those commer- | 
cials which were: 

—part of the program’ 

—‘worked in cleverly’ 

— ‘were slipped in’ 

It should be noted that there is a 
| Significant difference between the re- | 
|action of the mass audience and that 
of what might be termed the class 
In the 


ior higher-incomed audiences. 


| 


| having commercials ‘slipped-in.’ This | 
time. That is to say don’t have the | group is resentful of what they term 


‘being fooled.’ 


same position in each program. Move |S¥'veys show that about 80% of ra- 
it closer to the opening or closer to | dio audiences consist of people in the |the middle and closing commercials 
the end commercial so that the audi- | two 
'ence does not anticipate a let down, | Masses. 


lower income groups— the 
These people have exactly 


jthe opposite reaction, they like to 


On the other hand | 


| commercial are the most important | mercial is well received, that favor- 


able reaction will tend to raise the 
level of the rest of the commercial. 
Therefore, it is always wise to place 
your most favorable items as early 
as possible in the commercial. 
Another effect of this carry-over 
phenomenon may be seen in the 
treatment of closing commercials. 
Extensive tests which we have made 


THE CARRY-OVER EFFECT 


—— 


ing commercials are characteristic- 


structure is often inferior. 
Without delving into the reasons 


commercials are generally 


better to maintain the 


by the program. 


the basic pattern 
The result is that they receive poor- 
er audience reaction, and 
listened to as attentively. 

This is probably one of the rea- 
sons why Neilson’s 


their radio or change the station 
as soon as the closing commercial 








‘WHO LISTENS TO 









ONLY TWO OVT OF EVERY TEN FAMILIES LISTEN 
ATTENTIVELY TO COMMERCIALS ON NEWSCASTS 





LISTEN 
ATTENTIVELY 


(BASED OV OBSERVATION OF 2000 FAMILIES) 


COMMERCIALS ? 








GRAPH ‘K’—-A basic reminder to sponsors and advertis- 
ing agencies that there is a constant menace of inattention 
to commercials which remains a fixed problem of pro- 


gramming. 


on commercials in news programs 
indicate that the closing commercial 
generally obtains less listener in- 
terest than the middle. 

There are several probable reasons 
for this: 
| A. To some extent, 
|anticipates a commercial. 


the audience 
The end 
|}commercial .is more readily antici- 
;pated than the middle commercial 
;Ssince generally the leads to both 


have the same characteristics. 
| B. Several of our studies show 
that people resent having the same 


comes on. If closing commercials 
| followed the-same pattern as mid- 
dle commercials, they would have 
a lead which would affect a deli- 
cate transition from the program to 
the commercial message. 

When properly handled, this tech- 
nique holds the interest of most of 
the people and good closing com- 
|mercials will tend to keep people 
|listening to the program. 

To our simple rules designed to 
|increase the efficiency of commer- 
|cials we can add: 

To avoid disturbing 








the gestalt, 


, have commercials eased in, they dis-| material in the middle commercial |t®0 maintain the spirit of the pro- 


|like commercials only insofar as they 
| disrupt their mood. 
The run-of-mill WOR audience 
commercials they really like: 
Jack Benny 
Martha Dean 
Gabriel Heatter 


|these commercials conforms to the 
jbasic pattern of its individual pro- | 
| gram. 

In the Jello program, the commer- 
cial is generally worked in as a 
clever stunt. In addition, the com- 
mercial announcer is a part of the 
cast of the show. 

Martha Dean’s commercials, too, 
are generally ah integral part of the 
program. : 

Kate Smith was also reported fa- 
vorably—the commercial being a di- 


alog between herself and the com- 
mercial announcer. 


It is easier for a commentator, who 
is expressing opinions, to tie his com- 
mercial into the program—than it is 
for a newscaster. 

Gabriel Heatter, a commentator, 
always reads the middle commercial 
himself. By continuing the same in- 
flection and the same enthusiasm in 
his manner of speaking, he manages 
to slip the commercial into the pro- 
gram. Another device, which he 
often employs, is to start the com- 
mercial as though it were a news| 
item, 

















It wiil be noted that each one of | ™Mercial, the better the closing. 


repeated in the closing. 
Not only does the middle commer- 
cial force the interest of the closing 


first few words or phrases of your |gives as examples of programs whose |commercial down, but it forces it 


down proportionately. (See graph 
‘J’.) That is, the poorer the mid- 
die commercial—the poorer the -clos- 
ing. The better the middle com- 
In 
the accompanying exhibit we see ex- 
amples of this effect. 

The effect of two different middle 


‘commercials on the identical closing 


commercial will be seen. The better 


|the middle—the higher the interest 


in the end commercial. 

This principle could not be ac- 
cepted unless we had the opportu- 
nity of studying the reaction on the 
same closing commercial produced 
by two different middle commer- 
cials, each having the same level of 
interest. 

Exhibit following shows that 
where the interest in the middles 
are the same, the reaction to the 
end commercial is the same. 

Thus we find a direct carry-over 
effect from the middle to the end 
commercial. 

Because of this effect, it is desir- 
able to have the hottest commercial 
items appear as far forward in the 
program as possible. The hotter 
the first items—the more favorable 








will be the reaction to the items 
which follow. 

| USUALLY POORER | 
Another practical fact to . be 


gram, it is highly preferable to have 
a member of the program’s cast give 
the commercial. 

This means that in news programs 
|the commercials are best received 
| when given by the newscaster. 
| In commentator programs greater 
| listening will result if the commen- 
tator gives the commercials. 


AS TO LENGTH? 


Length of a commercial in itself is 
not an important consideration; 
rather it is a question of how well 
the commercial fits into the gestalt. 
It is important to note that, at our 

















Radio Listener Conference, the 
longest commercials were often 


chosen as the shortest; the shortest 
commercials as the longest. 

In other words, from a selling 
standpoint (without giving any con- 
sideration to the N.A.B. Code or net- 
work and station policy) commer- 
cials can be as long as they are in- 
teresting. 

This is particularly noteworthy 
since most commercials are criticized 
by listeners as ‘too long.’ 

A note about the position of clos- 
ing commercials: In several studies 
on the subject we have found that 
particularly in newscasts closing 
commercials get significantly greater 
interest when followed by one or 
two news items, than when they 
conclude the program. 





gleaned from this report is that clos 


ally poorer because the mechanical 


why most writers have written clos- 
ing commercials which are so much 
poorer than their middle commer- 
cials, we observe that the middle 
written 
to fit into the basic pattern of the 
program. On the whole, they tend 
mood and 
channel of thought which is set up 
Closing commer- 


cials, however, are generally abrupt 
resumes and, as such, fail to fit into 
of the program, 


are not 


audiometer 
shows that many people turn off 
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HOW TO DIAGNOSE YOUR RADIO By HORACE SCHWERIN 





COMMERCIALS AND PROGRAMS 


SPECTOR AGENCY 














How to Make Commercials Sell 
To a Higher Percentage of People 


Just because people listen to com-|before any attempt is made to solve 
mercials is = ssn se yn Sey your radio problem. 
will buy. e have just discusse 
methods of getting a larger audience VERBIAGE 
to hear your commercials. We now 
take up the problem of getting a Words are a method of communi- 
larger percentage of that listening cating ideas. _The choice of words 
audience to actually buy your;!" 4 commercial determines how ef- 
product. fectively you will present your ideas. 
In writing commercials that sell Therefore, the choice of words is 
successfully there are two principal | !™portant. 
considerations to be kept in mind: OP rg rs ae a to em- 
Size here that, though important, 
1. eg lh — powerful | tne choice of words should be your 
9 Place Gneee> asquments ta the last consideration in creating a com- 
most effective verbiage possible. ager “oe “" attach 
ue significance to minor 
Ot oa two a a changes in verbiage. Our tests, both 
correct _ Se Ss are rela-|in visual advertising and in radio 
tively the most important. commercials, show conclusively that 
BASIC SALES ARGUMENTS the choice of words is seldom of 
primary importance. It does not us- 
The basic sales arguments may | Ually matter too much whether you 
be defined as those arguments which | Use ‘buy’ or ‘purchase,’ ‘real’ or 
most effectively and most easily 








GESTALT DEFINED 


Gestalt, a term of psychologists, 
is employed throughout these re- 
ports as indicating ‘the total pat- 
tern of emotional and intellec- 
tual reactions which the listener 
experiences while listening to a 
radio program.’ 











ly favorable or unfavorable reactions 
when used in a specific context. It 
should be understood that people 
tend to think in extremes. Things 
are either good or bad. People are 
either devils or saints. Colors are 
black or white. 


Stuart Chase, in his testimony be- 
fore the temporary National Eco- 
nomic Committee, pointed out that 
in a political contest there are def- 
initely good and bad words. ‘Econ- 
omy,’ he said, was a good word, 
‘radical’ a bad word. 

The phrase ‘System of Free Pri- 
vate Enterprise’ produces favorable 
reactions in the hearer because it is 
associated with freedom, with the 
right to carry on a privaté life, and 
with the idea of constructive enter- 
prise. If, however, one uses the 





persuade the public to buy your 
product. For every product there 
are certain selling points which are 
more effective than others. Every 


THE COMMERC/ALS OF A 1§ MINUTE PROCRAM 
COMPARED 70 THE AVERAGE LISTENERS — 





advertiser should know his basic 
selling argument. Otherwise he will ‘ 
spend his money wastefully and in- 
effectively. In a study of commer- 
cial announcements, we took 10 
commercials for a single product. 
After extensive testing we were 
able to rank these commercials in 





the order of their sales effectiveness. DAILY 
After this last order had been RAD/O 
obtained we studied the commercials LISTENING 


to see how much emphasis each one 
gave to what we already knew to 
be the two basic sales arguments 
for the proauct. The graph oppo- 
site shows that the best commer- 
cials contained the greatest empha- 











Ps /g OF 1% Bh 0 OF 1% 


DAILY 
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sis on these two basic sales argu- 
ments. The worst commercials con- 
tained the least. 

These tests indicate the impor- 
tance of your basic sales arguments, 


COMMERCIALS ON A 
1S MINUTE PROGRAM 





\ DME DEVOTED TO COMMERCIALS 








for no consideration was given in 
the test just quoted to the effect of 
the lead or of the verbiage in these 
commercials. The firet rule, there- 
fore, in writing a commercial that 
will sell is to include your basic 
sales arguments. Methods of deter- 
mining your *basic sales arguments 
are available and* should be used 


waking hours. 


‘genuine.’ Far more important than 
the precise word is the basic, under- 





Sicniedl lying idea—your sales argument. 

* This subject {s covered In thé author's > . ev “tai y 5 
Spotting of Primary Market’: Printer’s There are, however, certain words 
Ink, September, 190. and phrases which produce definite- 





Addenda: Questions and Answers 





Answers to a few of the questions which we have been asked most fre- 
quently may prove interesting: 


Question: What effect is produced by a speaker reading letters or citing | 
testimonials? 


Answer: 


We cannot give a categorical answer. However, we found that 


these messages were often not taken aj face value by the audience, | 


Their general attitude is typified by these comments: ‘I have never 
heard of the towns they come from.’ ‘You'd think I'd know at least | 
one person whose letter was read over the radio.’ ‘I don't believe | 
they were ever sent.’ 

Question: What is the public’s attitude toward radio contests? 
Answer: On this point we can only 
speaking to large groups of radio listeners. 

We would estimate from our comments that approximately one-half 
of the radio audience believes that most radio contests are ‘not com- 
pletely on the level.’ Invariably the evidence submitted for this at- 
titude is that the speaker has never known of anybody who won a 
prize—or at least a big prize. Furthermore, many people in the poor- 
est income group cannot visualize a prize as large as many offered 
and hence are not apt to believe the offer. 

One person typically commented: ‘I heard of a contest where they 
Promised to give $1,000 a year og the rest of the winner’s life. How 
could that be possible? Why, t man might live for 20 years.’ 

For both testimonials and ia contest names and detailed ad- 


dresses were found to convey a feeling of being genuine. 


Under any circumstances it seems wise to test the believability of 
testimonials and offers before using them. 


Question: Are spot announcements attentatively listened to by a reason- 
ably large percentage of the audience waiting for the next program? 


Answer: Good spot announcements generally get more attentive listening 
than comparable middle commercials. 
dence shows that poor spot announcements receive practically no at- 
tention. In other words a spot announcement tends to get an exag- 
gerated reaction—very favorable or very poor. 

Question: What effect does a poor one-minute spot have on the following 
Program? 

Answer: Our work on this problem,is far from complete. In our work to 
date we have found no serious injury to the following program. 

This, however, does not mean that a station break, one minute spot 
together may not adversely affect the following program. We just 
do not know. 








On the other hand our evi- | : 
j}as 1s more common, 





> 
contribute impressions gained from |5°me of the words which we have | 


GRAPH ‘L’—Another reminder to sponsors and advertis- 
ing agencies of the tiny ratio of their radio commercials to 
the total of radio listening hours and the total 


of humanity's 


phrase ‘System of Unrestricted Com- 
petition’ the reactions produced are 
unfavorable. This phrase brings to 
mind thoughts of price-cutting, of 
unethical business and of economic 
chaos. With such samples as these, 


A Critique of Commercials 





In order to illustrate what fitting a commercial into the gestalt of a 
program means in actual practice, we present criticism of news commer- 
cials chosen at random from current programs. These commercials have 
not been tested. All we have done is to attempt to apply the general rules 
which we have indicated heretofore. 


Example 1: Approximate lead into middle commercial—(newscast). 


‘There are plenty of good reasons why thousands of motorists are for— 
(gasoline brand).’ 


(Followed by change in voice and tempo to super-sales talk). 


This is an exceptionally bad tie-in. Though the same announcer gives 
the news and the commercial, much of the benefits of this continuity is 
lost by a change in manner, in emphasis and in tone. 


Moreover, the announcement violates the entire mood and thought of 
the news. There can be no continuity between ‘There are plenty of good 
reasons why thousands of motorists are for....,’ and the mood and thought 
pattern produced by a news broadcast. 


Example 2: Approximate lead into middle commercial—(newscast). 


‘The army’s new tanks cruise at about 45 miles per hour.’ (A tie-in with 
gasoline brand Driving Test follows). 


In contrast to the previous lead this gasOline uses an excellent tie-in. 
The news mood of the listener is maintained with news about the Driving 
Test. The transition is natural and easy. The channel of thought is main- 
tained, from speeding tanks to speeding autos. Finally, since the an- 
nouncer gives the commercial himself, that part of the mood which flows 
from the voice and the personality of the commentator is maintained. 


Example 3: Approximate lead into middle commercial—(newscast). 


‘Occasionally you have a bad night and wake up feeling tired. At times 
like this it’s good to know about’ (headache remedy).. 


This “is a bad tie-in. There is no attempt to maintain mood. The 
listener is interrupted in the emotions and thoughts that were induced 
by hearing the news, and suddenly confronted with a statement unre- 
lated to the preceding part of the program, and not even presented in 
the same sort of voice, with the same sort of phrasing, or with the same 
sort of emphasis. Jarred from his mood, he recognized the approach of a 
commercial. 

Example 4: Approximate lead into middle commercial—(Kate Smith) 
noontime. 

Program personality—‘Say Ted—would you buy something if I gave 
you one good reason?’ 


Announcer: ‘I don’t know.’ 
Personality: ‘Well, would you if I gave you 17 good reasons?’ 
Announcer: ‘Sure.’ 


The commercial then continues to explain reasons for buying—breakfast 
food. This is an effective tie-in. In the first place, the personality of the 
program’s key figure is continued into the commercial. In that respect, 
then, the mood is maintained. In addition, on a program of household 
hints and news items, the entire pattern. of the commercial is one of in- 
iformation, of bringing in another useful hint. 


The second voice in the dialogue is that of the announcer, who is not 
only the announcer, but is also an integral part of the program. He is 
not merely an extra voice which does nothing but give commercials. 

Here is a commercial lead that appears to fit the gestalt of the pro- 
gram. It is an excellent example of the technique of making a larger 
percentage of listeners listen to the commercial. 

Example 5:-Approximate opening of middle commercial—(newscast). 


‘Two words that mean a lot to buyers, Economy and Value—a dog food 
has always been the lowest priced dog food in the market,’ 

It would be difficult to imagine a news commercial that more violently 
| contradicts the mood and channel of thought of the program. A phrase 
\like ‘two words that mean a lot to buyers’ has no relation whatsoever to 
|the pattern of a news program. 





Chase showed that there is a def-| 


inite importance in the words chosen 
by a political speaker. 
Likewise, 


in your radio commer- 


cial you will find that certain words | 


are more effective in selling your 
product than others. You will find 
that the words which may be used 
in reference to your product are di- 
vided into three groups—those | 
words which produce favorable re- 
actions—those producing unfavor- 
able reactions and those which tend 
ito confuse the listener. 

The first group—words to which | 
e listeners’ react 
should be used as much as possible. 


|found to be effective when used in 
|reference to the products of certain 





specific clients are ‘clean,’ ‘whole- 
some,’ ‘pure’ and ‘mild.’ 

Words to which the listener re- 
acts unfavorably should generally | 
be avoided. They may at times be 
effectively used, however, as a foil 


for good words. If, 
you have found that for a particu- 
lar product, ‘mild’ is a good word 
and ‘strong’ is a bad word, then it 
may prove wise to use some such 
phrase as ‘not strong but mild.’ 
Finally, there is a third group of 
words which tends to produce con- 
fusion in the listener’s mind. This 
confusion results from one of two 
things. Either the listener is not 
sure just what the word means, or, 
he is unable to 
slip the word conveniently into one 


of the pigeonholés of his mind. In | 


other words, he has never decided 
whether he approves of that partic- 
ular idea or not. He finds it im- 
possible to label the word ‘gdod’ or 


‘bad.’ 
The word ‘tablet.’ for example, 
Some 


produces a confused reaction. 








favorably— | 


for example, | 


Rules for Commercials 


; To help get a larger listening audience for commercials a few simple 
rules can be laid down. 

1. The sentence structure of commercials should follow the style, tempo, 
jand patiern of the program. 


| Probably one of the major weaknesses of the average commercial pro- 
|gramming set-up is that commercials and program are treated as inde- 
pendent units. It is not uncommon to find independent departments for 
| eae *h of these functions. Producers who have coordinated the two have 
found the results encouraging. 

2. The lead of the commercial should produce the same type of reaction 
} in the listener’s mind as does the program itself. It should fit the ges a’é 
of the program. 


For example, the lead to a news commercial can refer directly to the 
lnews itself, even if the reference is a general one. 

Among the newsleads that tested very highly were: ‘All the news of 
war and blockade these days’—and ‘news is the story of change.’ 


Among the types of leads that violate the spirit of a newscast are 


|axioms. Among the poorest tested we have: ‘How many times have you 
heard it said that what you don’t know will never hurt you?’ 

It is important to note that the crucial consideration is not whether or 
not the lead simulates a news item. The important point is to avoid shock- 
ing your audience by a sudden change in the manner of presentation, 


Many ‘types of leads serve this purpose 

In a series of tests conducted on a musical program it was found that 
the public had the greatest interest in the commercials when they had a 
| musical background. On the‘other hand commercials with musica] back- 
grounds would be ineffective in an all-talking program. 


3. There should never be a pause or change of tone in delivery before the 
beginning of a commercial. 





never wise to simply make ‘guesses’ 
as to how your public reacts. To 
find out which words are good and 
which ones bad, it is necessary to 
study the reactions of your primary 

‘ audience. This may be done in two 
proauces _an_ immediate unfavorable | ways—through a careful study of the 
reaction. People tend to associate | comments made by your audience 
‘this word with the thought of nar-;and of the words which they use, 
|cotics and of strong, undesirable |and by means of word association 
| drugs. itests, in which the words are pre- 
A word of caution is in order here. lsented in the context of your 
'As with a radio program itself, it is ‘product. (The End) 


oe are not sure of just what the 

word means; more people are un- 
| able to decide whether or not they | 
approve of it. 


The word ‘pill,’ on the other hand, 
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Park Bd. Sez Goodman Theatre, Chi, 
May Not Be Used for Radio But 
Court Stays Enforcement Until Sept. 





Chicago, July 29. 
NBC got into a jam last week 
when the Park Board put through a 
ruling banning the network from 
using the Goodman theatre, in Grant 
Park, as a studio origination point 


for three coast-to-coast shows, not- | 


ably the. Holland Furnace ‘House- 
warming’ show for which special 
scenery has been built. 

NBC rents the Goodman from the 
Chicago Art Institute, renting the 
house for four weeks with options 
for four more, with the theatre be- 
ing used at this time as replacement 
for the NBC Studio A in the Mer- 
chandise Mart where NBC is cur- 
rently involved in considerable 
structural remodeling work. 


But the Art Institute and the | 


Goodman theatre are both on Park 
Board property and the Park Com- 
missioners notified the Art Institute 
that the Goodman couldn’t be rented 
for such purposes, calling these pur- 
poses commercial. Overlooked, 
evidently, is the fact that the Good- 
man (ard the Institute, too, for that 
matter) have often been used for 
so-called ‘commercial’ purposes. 
Will Be Argued 

NBC went to bat immediately in 

the courts and was immediately 


granted a temporary injunction re- | 


straining the Park Board from in- 


_terfering with the broadcasts at this 
|time. Case is scheduled to come up 
for a hearing on Sept. 15, and NBC 
'expects to have its own new Mer- 
'chandise Mart audience studio ready 
by Sept. 1, 

| NBC is using the Goodman at 
| present for the Monday night Car- 
nation show, the Tuesday night ‘Hap 
| Hazard’ show for Johnson’s floor wax 
‘and the Wednesday night ‘House- 
'warming’ show for Holland Fur- 
' nace, 


_ WTAG News 85% Sold 


Worcester, July 29. 
| Addition of two new sponsors last 
| week for WTAG newscasts puts sta- 
| tion's news periods on an approxi- 
'mate 85% commercial basis, accord- 
jing to Commercial Manager George 
iH. Jaspert. 

Bieber Polar Company, manufac- 
turers of beverages, signed for early 
morning five-minute ‘Central New 
England News’ program. Mechanics 
Savings Bank has contracted for 
Sunday afternoon 15-minute spot on 
a 26-time basis. 

Other WTAG news sponsors in- 
clude Roma Wine, Socony Vacuum 
Oil, Corn Products Refining, Stude- 
| baker Co., and Worcester Baking. 























Uses Soldier Amateurs 


El Paso, Texas, July 29. 

‘The Fort Bliss Amateur Hour,’ 
sponsored by the Feder Jewelry Co. 
on KROD once weekly for 30 min- 
utes, is using soldier talent at Fort 
Bliss. 

Prizes of $5, $3 and $2 are awarded 
to winners each week. 


STYLE SHOWS 
ON TELEVISION 


Series of sponsored half-hour 
weekly television fashion shows will 
be aired Thursday afternoons, start- 
ing Sept. 4, by NBC. Will be bank- 
rolled by several manufacturers of 
style merchandise. Norman D. 
Waters & Associates is the agency. 

Initial contract calls for 13 weeks, 
with possibility that the show may 
be expanded to a full hour after that 
time. Previous NBC television spon- 
sors are Bulova watch, Adam hat 
and Botany mills. 














MARK HAWLEY ON WABC 

Mark Hawley, who left an an- 
nouncing-newscaster job at WOR, 
New York, last week, shifts to a sim- 
ilar chore on WABC locally, Aug. 4, 
bankrolled by Socony-Vacuum. He'll 


relay news bulletins six nights 
weekly, 10:45-11 p.m, on WABC 
only. 


Hawley was with WOR six years. 


New Local Cut-In Policy Of 
Columbia's ‘Country Journal’ 





By LEON LEVINE 
(CBS Asst. Director of Education) 





A farm program for a network 
presents a unique problem for the 
broadcaster. The task is to give the 
American farmer—with his family 
numbering some 35,000,000 people— 
a coast-to-coast radio picture of his 
own varied activities in supplying 
the nation’s food, combined with an 
equally large scale view of what the 
Federal Government, States and 
other agencies are doing to improve 
the farmer’s livelihood and his use 
of the soil. 

Spread out the agricultural map 
of the United States. First there is 
a four hour change of time from 
coast-to-coast (made more complex 
by Daylight Saving); there is a vari- 
ation of agricultural activities from 
the potato farmer of Maine to the 
cotton and tobacco growers of the 
south, to the wheat, corn and dairy 
belts of the mid-west, the cattle 
ranges of the western states and the 
fruit products of the west coast. In- 
terspersed are many other commodi- 
ties raised by farmers—farmers who 
may have a few acres of land, or 
who may operate farms of thousands 
of acres on a corporate scale. 

What do the citrus grower of 
Florida and the rancher in Montana 
have in common? What will inter- 
est their wives—as farm women? 
What is the common denominator 





which will have a basic appeal to a 














“... Superman campaign 
going great guns...53.04% 
sales gain in 4th week of 
campaign...” 


Normand Brothers, 
Manchester, N. H. 


“ .,. Superman show so 


satisfactory . . . decided sed 
to replace newspaper 
campaign .., .” 


~-Rosefield Packing Co., 
San Francisco, Calif. 


.. +» wholeheartedly en- 
dorse Superman program 
and fully recommend its 
use.” 








—White Belt Dairy, 
Miami, Fla. 


“... it has built up the 
largest juvenile listening 
audience this station has 
ever known.” 


— Station RVOD, 
nver, Colorado 








Superman, doing a splen- 
did job for our clients .., 
Dairyland Products Co.” 


~Evans and LeMa 
Agency, Forth Wo 
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by Paramount! 


fier 10 weeks on the 
Show broke all Crossley rating records for 
quarter-hour juvenile shows. Every one of 40 
regional sponsors reports increased business! 
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, the Superman Radio 


$-POINT BACKING! 


< Superman magazine circulation over 2,200,000! 
<4 Superman syndication in 385 papers—over 20,000,000! 
< Superman in 24 monthly technicolor screen shorts 


< Superman promotions in key city department stores! 
< Superman's promo 
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farm audience and incidentally to 9 
very large urban listening public, 
who have a nostalgia for the farm? 
The answer is complicated by the 
fact that fully three-fourths of the 
stations in the CBS network have 
their own local farm broadcasts. 
Our job at CBS has been to plan a 
farm program which will not sup- 
plant but supplement the activities 
of the local stations—a program 
containing national agricultural in- 
formation, yet with human interest. 
There is no lack of material but the 
selection must be such that the truck 
farmer in New Jersey driving to the 
New York market, and the South 
Dakota farmer with a radio installed 
in his combine both find it worth- 
while listening. 

CBS farm activities are centered 
in St. Louis, where its agricultural 
director, Charley Stookey, maintains 
his headquarters. Each summer he 
tours the various agricultural re- 
gions of the country, and reports, 
through on - the - spot broadcasts, 
problems common to the farmer. To 
St. Louis a staff of regional farm 
reporters—farm editors of affiliate 
CBS stations—report by telegraph 
items of special interest to be in- 
cluded in the weekly edition of Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Country Journal,’ broadcast 
each Saturday (12:00 to 12:30 P.M. 
E.D.T.) on an eighty station network. 

Last week CBS inaugurated a new 
project—one we hope will remove a 
criticism often leveled at network 
agricultural programs. In brief it 
calls for any station carrying the 
‘Country Journal’ to leave the net- 
work for five minutes to fill locally 
with farm news pertinent to that 
area. In New England this is being 
done on a regional basis with WEEI 
in Boston feeding the five minute 
spot to the CBS New England net- 
work—a method that is particularly 
helpful in an area where one crop 
dominates. 

The distribution of 
information of importance only to 
definite areas is thus simplified. Lo- 
cal market reports, weather condi- 
tions, etc., may be given locally now, 
following similar country-wide in- 
formation presented on the network 
show. Some 30 of the stations regu- 
larly carrying the ‘Country Journal’ 
have undertaken the local cut-out 
plan; others intend to do so soon, 
The schedule is planned well in ad- 
vance so that, whatever happens to 
be the chief feature is publicized to 
all the stations, giving the station 
farm editors an opportunity to ob- 
tain the local angle from his county 
agent, land grant college State De- 
partment of Agrieulture or other 
source, 

Cooperating closely with the 
United States Department of Agri- 
culture, the leading farm organiza- 
tions, the youth farm groups—and 
with its weekly Washington sum- 
mary of nationalefarm news pre- 
sented by Eric Sevareid—Columbia’s 
‘Country Journal’ enters its third 
year with assurance that the Ameri- 
can farmer will be listening. 


agricultural 





| GEORGE BRENGLE BACK 


TO ACTING CAREER 


George Brengle, who last week 
left the Compton agency radio de- 
partment to take several technical 


Sources at Northwestern University . 
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service with the navy, has since 
learned he will not be called be- 
cause he is over 28. He was already 
contemplating leaving the produc- 
tien end of the business, however, 
so he has decided to resume an act- 
ing career. 

As successor to Brengle, the 
Compton agency brought in Walter 
Gorman, formerly of the Yankee 
network, in Providence. He has 
been assigned to supervise ‘Vice and 
Sade’ and ‘The O’Neills.’ 


Griffin’s Radio Deal 


Marcus Griffin, N. Y. Sunday En- 
quirer columnist, is en route to Los 
Angeles on a radio deal. Griffin, 
with William J. Redford (of the one- 
time vaudeville team of Maker and 
Redford) have the Hoot Gibson ra- 
dio show scheduled for fall presen- 
tation, through the Shaffer & Waibel 
Agency. They have also written the 
Legjon of Valor radio show for the 
veterans’ group. 

Redford will join him on the coast 








late in August. 
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FIC Skeptical on ‘BonKora Cocktail’ 





Consolidated Drug Trade Product Draws Complaint 
on Its Advertising Representations 


IHERB SHERMAN OUT 


; Washington, July 29. 

Joys of drinking ‘KonKora cock- 
tails,’ while losing ‘from seven to 67 
pounds’ and reducing bust measure- 
ments ‘from three to 11 inches,’ were 
frowned upon Saturday (26) by the 
Federal Trade Commission in a com- 
plaint against two drug companies. 
Battle Creek Drugs Inc., of Battle 
Creek, Mich. and Consolidated 
Royal Chemical Corp., of Chicago, 
doing business as Consolidated Drug 
Trade Products and as BonKora Co., 
were spanked by the FTC for mis- 
leading fatties in radio programs and 
printed advertising. Respondents, it 
was charged, misled the listening 
and reading public by claims that 
‘drinking a glassful of chilled orange 
juice with a tablespoonful of Bon- 
Kora, two times a day’ would restore 
the girlish figure. ‘“T’ain’t so,’ Com- 
mish declared. 

In representing BonKora as a 
‘popular cocktail,’ 
panies made extravagant statements 
to the effect that‘... the thing one 
finds is many a fashionable New 
Yorker drinking everywhere you go 
these days a BonKora Cocktail 
made from Orange Juice and Bon- 
Kora.’ Commish—which, after all, 
gets around—apparently was unable 
to find the reducing cocktails in 
great demand. Also quarreled with 
respondent’s claims that BonKora 
cocktails would permit slimming 
even while drinkers were ‘eating 
their fill of delicious foods.’ 

Actually, 
tion is ‘a saline cathartic containing 
magnesium sulphate, supplemented 
by the laxative action of buckthorn 
bark and cascara bark,’ the com- 
plaint alleged. ‘It may be used with 
safety only for the temporary evac- 
uation of the bowels,’ Commish 
added, unfeelingly, ‘and its repeti- 
tious use may be habit-forming.’ 


HAROLD HIGGINS 
QUITS WOR CHI 
OFFICE 





Chicago, July 29. 
Harold Higgins is 





the drug com- | 


the reducing prepara- | 


OF WJJD AFTER 9 YRS. 


Chicago, July 29. 
Raiph Atlass’ latest switch at 
WJJD finds Herb Sherman resign- 


ing as sales manager for the station 
after nearly nine years with WJJD. 
Sherman is going into the station 
rep field with Whythe Walker. 

With Sherman exiting from WJJD 
outfit, the post of general sales man- 
ager is being handled personally by 
Ralph Atlass. New sales chief has 
not yet been signatured though At- 
lass has been contacting some of the 
key men in the business. However, 
it is likely that a deal will be made 
late this week that will bring a na- 
tionally known key radio man into 
the post. 








Tables Turned 


Chicago, July 29. 

For years Fritz Blocki was a 
press agent around the loop and 
as such presided over many a 
cocktail party rushing about to 
supervise the waiters. Now he’s 
a radio director for the Holland 
Furnace programs and he went 
to the NBC cocktail shindig for 
Joan Bennett last week as a 
guest. 

Couldn't enjoy himself worry- 
ing if everything was going all 
right. 








James Saphier Doubling 


Hollywood, July 29. 

James L. Saphier, an independent 
agent, has joined the Sam Jaffe 
agency to head its new radio depart- 
ment. It will be his only film agency 
affiliation, but he will retain his own 
Hollywood office. 

He was formerly with Music Corp. 
of America. 








Henry Johnston, general manager 
of WSGN, Birmingham, vacationing 
in Guatemala. 





AFRA Rules Identical Commercials On 


Different Shows 


Classify Separately 





American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists has ruled against the Compton 
agency in a question involving clas- 
Sification of repeat broadcasts. 
Union’s national board turned down 
the agency’s request after George 
Heller, associate executive secretary, 
had already given a tentative ruling 
to the same effect. Union's previous 
stand, given in a letter by Heller 
when the commercial code was first 
adopted, permitted a reverse inter- 
pretation. 

Compton, which handles two seri- 
als, ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘The 
O’Neills’ for the same Procter & 
Gamble product (Ivory soap), fre- 
quently uses identical commercial 
announcements the same day on the 
two different programs. In cases 
where an AFRA actor is called in 
for the same dramatized commercial 
on the two shows the same day, 
Compton figured the rate should be 
for a regular broadcast and a re- 


peat, rather than for two regulation 
| broadcasts. 

That was the arrangement permit- 
ted under Heller’s previous let- 
ter. However, the union recently 
notified the agency it would no 
longer permit the practice and, when 
Compton appealed, the board turned 
it down. 





Davis, Pearson Splitup 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Don Davis has bought out the in- 
terest of Richard Pearson, who joins 
Cesana & Associates. 
Davis & Pearson have been active 
in food and beverage accounts for 
radio on the Coast. 








Lee Bland, program director of 
WFMJ, Youngstown, is recovering 
from an appendectomy at St. Eliza- 





beth’s Hospital. 














resigning as | 


chief of the WOR sales office in Chi- | 


cago, effective as of Sept. 1. 


Has been with WOR here for four | 


years and as head of the office for 
some three years since the death of 
R. J. Barrett. Higgins was previous- 
ly with Paul Raymer. 

It is understood that WOR sales 
office will be operated directly from 
New York, with no overseer of ac- 
tivities *n Chi. Instead, the two 
salesmen remaining will report di- 
rectly to the home office on all deals 
and for instructions on agency and 
sponsor calls. Continuing as sales- 
men here are John Shelton and Rob- 
ert Wood, both of whom have been 
with WOR sales office here for sev- 
eral years. 


Higgins is understood going with | 


a@ radio station as sales chief. 








Stelle Reynolds, recent author of 
*John’s Other Wife,’ is due back from 
the Coast in the next few days, but 
probably won't resume scripting the 
serial for Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
She dropped the show to take a 
Hollywood motor trip-vacation with 
her husband, actor Arnold Moss, 
after the agency refused to give her 
time off for the jaunt. Understood 
she is mulling an offer from another 
agency, received by wire and phone 
after it became known. she had left 
B-S-H. Ruth Borden is now author- 
ing ‘Wife.’ 

Written out of ‘Against the Storm’ 
during his trip, Moss will go back 
into that serial and the otker pro- 
grams on which he has spot parts. 
He also has a legit show tentatively 
set for fall, Last Broadway appear- 
ance was in ‘Flight to the West.’ 





Kansas City.—Miller Robertson 
new assistant sales director at 
KMBC under Sam Bennett. 
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(P.S. lt Was An Earcy Biro!) 


When the sun’s still low in the East 
...when the dew’s still damp on the 
grass and many an advertiser’s still 
in his downy bed—that’s the time 





Represented by 


NBC SPOT « LOCAL SALES 








up early are just naturally alert. 


or 
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82 morning minds still clear and un- 


rich market... 


advertisers. Check 


when 28 striking shows on 16 great 
NBC stations are amazingly low in 
cost, amazingly high in listener 
loyalty. And amazingly productive! 

Maybe it’s because folks who get 


cluttered. Maybe it’s because these 
programs are master-minded by 
sales-minded showmen... Maybe it’s 
because each of these ‘great NBC 
stations so thoroughly dominates a 


Whatever the reason, these tested 
morning stars have demonstrated 
their ability fo do a terrific job on 730 
these stations so consistently pre- 
ferred by leading spot and local 


right. Then call your nearest NBC 
Spot Sales office for the whole story! 


=~ 





Put 


WJZ 


KPO 
day. 


KOA 


day, 


the list at the tr 





“EARLY BIRD SPECIALS” 
ON 16 SALES - LEADING 


of morning shopping lists in the 
country’s richest markets. Follow 
through with your nearest NBC 
Spot Sales Office. 


Serer is 
“Morning in Manhattan” with Pat 
Barnes, 6:35 to 7:30, Monday through 
Saturday. 
Dumke and Bid Hulick, 8:30 to 9:00 
(E.D.T.) Monday through Friday. 


“Breakfast in Bedlam” with Ed East 
and Polly, 7:00 to 7:55 (E.D.T.) 
Monday through Saturday. 


KGO 
“Musical Clock” with Archie Presby, 
6:00 to 7:00—7:15 to 7:30 (P.S.T.) 
Monday through Saturday. 


“Your Timekeeper,”’ 
6:00 to 7:00, Monday through Satur- 


(P.S.T.) Monday through Saturday. 


“Alarm Clock Club,” 5:30 to 6:30 
Monday through Saturday. “Musical 
Clock,” 7:15 to 7:30 (M.S.T.) Tues- 
Thursday and Saturday. 


W6L 
“Roundsman” (Musical Clock), 6:00 
30, Monday through Saturday. 
“Time to Go to Work,” 8:30 to 8:45 
(C.D.T.) Monday, Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Friday. 


es < 6 tans 
“The Morning Roundup,” 6:00 to 6:30 
(C.D.T.) Monday through Saturday. 


WMAQ 
“Morning Jubilee,” 6:30 to 6:45 
(C.D.'T.) Monday through Saturday. 


KYW 
“R F D 1060,” with John Thorpe, 
6:30 to 7:00. “KYW Musical Clock i 
with LeRoy Miller, 7:00 to 9:00 
(E.D.T.) Monday through Saturday. 


WBZ-WBZA .. 
“Sunrise Rodeo,”’ 6:00 to 6:55. ‘‘Mu- 
sical Clock,” 
mack, 7:10 to 7:45. “Morning Toast,” 
8:15 to 8:45(E.D.T.) Monday through 


WMAL .... 


“Today's Prelude,” 6:00 to 7:00. 


to 7: 


“Kibitzers,’’ 7:05 to 7 :45—8 :00 to 9:00 
(E.S.T.) Monday through Saturday. 
WRC . WASHINGTON 


Gordon Hittenmark, 6:00 to 7:00— 
7:10 to 8:00 
Monday through Saturday. 


ee 
“Musical Clock,” 6:45 to 8:30(E.D.T.) 
Monday through Saturday. 


Wine «6 OTS 
“Sun Up,” 6:00 to 6:30. “Pie Plant 
Pete,’ 6:30 to 7:00. ‘Musical Clock,” 


Monday through Saturday. 


., ewe ao 
Farm Program, 6:00 to 6:30. ‘‘Musical 
Clock,” 7:15 to 8:00. ‘Melody Time,” 
8:05 to 8:15. ‘* Musical Clock,’ 8:30 to 


urday. 


STATIONS 


your product on thousands 


NEW YORK 


“Studio X” with Ralph 


NEW YORK 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Joe Gillespie, 


“Coffee Corner,” 7:15 to 7:45 


DENVER 


FT. WAYNE 


FT. WAYNE 
CHICAGO 


PHILADELPHIA 


NEW ENGLAND 


with Malcolm MacCor- 


WASHINGTON 


8:05 to 8:45 (E.S.T.) 


SCHENECTADY 


CLEVELAND 


to 7:45—8:00 to 8:30 (E.S.T.) 


PITTSBURGH 


(E.D.T.) Monday through Sat- 
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HANSON ASSAILS FCC IMPERTINENCE: 
FLY REBUKES CHALLENGE OF POWER 








° . h sti of statut 
A.N.P.A. Counsel Says Witnesses Will Defy “des pte ee eae eign 
Subpoenas—Sessions Otherwise Mild—Mortality 


of Newspapers Given 





Washington, July 29. 
Acrimony, generalizations, rem- 
iniscences, defiance, and statistics 


characterizea the first phases of the | 
FCC inquiry begun last week to 
determine “whet -r any special rules 
are needed relating to newspaper 
ownership of radio stations. Another 
oratorical marathon is in prospect, 
with a recess likely after the regu- 
lators have put in preliminary evi- 
dence. Adjournment through Au-| 
gust is generally anticipated, with | 


resumption of the hearings after | 


Labor Day. 
Nen-appearance of four newspaper | 


people invited to testify set the af- | 


fair off as an outright test of Com- 
mish authority with the American 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
staging a walkout and defying the 
kilocycle cops to compel attendance 
of persons wanted as Commission 
witnesses. The regulators expect to 
force a showdown by issuing formal 
subpoenas and then—in case of con- 
tinued stubbornness—to launch con- 
tempt proceedings via the courts. 


Not Much Information 


Or Action Otherwise 


Except for the first-hour brushes 
over authority, the initial sessions 
produced no excitement. And very 
little information of any consequence 
except personal opinions that are 
open to challenge by one side or the 
other. The Commish sat only Wed- 
nesday (23) and Thursday (24) be- 
fore suspending until Wednesday 
(tomorrow). Schedule for the pres- 
ent week probably will not involve 
more than two days of testimony. 

The ANPA motion to call off the 
whole affair was junked as the first 
development, with the Commish tak- 
ing the stand ‘it is inconceivable to 
us that any argument could be seri- 
ously, advanced against the inherent 
power of any administrative agency 
- . - to conduct general hearings of 
the type involved here.’ After the 
rebuff, Elisha Hanson, general coun- 
| omens 


sel for the publishers, was slapped 
down by FCC Chairman James L. 
Fly when he attempted to argue the 
| question, and Thomas D. Thatcher, 
'former U. S. Solicitor General ap- 
pearing as counsel for the Press-Ra- 
dio Committee, also was roughed up 
in similar circumstances. Hanson, 
however, forced on the Commish a 
lengthy statement before stomping 
out of the auditorium followed 
by reporters and growling about 
‘high-handed, arbitrary’ procedure. 


| ‘Impertinent Effort To 








| Inquire Into Newspapers’ 


In his statement, Hanson assailed 
the FCC’s ‘impertinent effort ... to 
inquire into the newspaper publish- 
ing business, the business policies of 
newspapers, the editorial polices of 
newspapers, the advertising prac- 
tices of newspapers, the promotional 
activities of newspapers, the news 
policies of newspapers, the nature of 
the work performed by newspaper 
employees, and tre business connec- 
tions of newspapers over none of 
which does this Commission have 
any authority whatsoever.’ This was 
in reference to the sweeping ques- 
tionnaire which the regulators sent 
all license-holders and networks in 
preparation for the hearings. He 
bolstered his challenge of Commish 
authority with references to court 
rulings in the El Paso and Dubuque 
cases and recalled that former Gen- 
eral Counsel Hampson Gary years 
back held any rules forbidding news- 
papers to own or operate transmit- 
ters would violate the Constitution. 


The Press-Radio Committee, 
though miffed, took its setback more 
gracefully than did the A.N.P.A. and 
stood on its rights to participate. 
Thatcher occasionally bobbed up to 
cross-examine witnesses or register 
mild objectioi.s, though it is under- 
i stood this group, led by Harold V. 
Hough of WBAP, Fort Worth, won't 
present evidence at this stage. Hough, 
however, issued a statement telling 
of the ‘keen disappointment’ at the 
Commission’s ‘denial of a fair hear- 











ae Ae eee meal 


Michigan's 
Greatest Star 


Michigan’s 
Greatest Station 





THE GOODWILL STATION 


Diteot= 


| BASIC STATION... 
‘ @. A. Richards, Pres. » te 
Edward Petry & Company, inc., National Representative 


a ON 


- COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Fitzpatrick, Vice Pros. 































ceeding or to differentiate between 
publishers and any other citizens 
seeking radio franchises. 


As spokesman for 120 newspapers 
with radio connections, Hough re- 
buked the regulators for not listen- 
ing to statements regarding ‘the basic 
legal question which underlies this 
entire inquiry.” He emphasized the 
Gary opinion in agreeing with the 
ANPA that the kilocycle cops are 
‘wholly without power to group 
newspaper publishers into a class of 
persons who were less entitled to in- 
dividual consideration of their appli- 
cations than persons in other legiti- 
mate fields of enterprise.’ 


Witnesses the first two days in- 
cluded two FCC staff employees (ac- 
countant and lawyer), two profes- 
sors, a Fortune magazine statistical 
wizard, and the publisher of the 
farm publications and daily newspa- 
pers owned by Senator Arthur Cap- 
per, Kansas Republican. The peda- 
gogs, Commish hired hands, and For- 
tune representatives unloaded bun- 
dles and bales of figures, personal 
opinions, and theories, while the 
Kansas journalist added more per- 
sonal opinions and reminiscences. 


The defiance of Commish authority 
—based on Hanson’s contention the 
proceeding is thoroughly illegal—in- 
volves Arthur Robb, managing edi- 
tor of Editor & Publisher; James T. 
StahIman, publisher of the Nash- 
ville Banner and now on active duty 
with the Navy; Edwin S:» Friendly, 
New York Sun business manager; 
and William A. Thomson, director 
of the ANPA bureau of advertising. 
Hanson declared the quartet ‘posi- 
tively will not appear’ but the Com- 
mish intends to try out its statu- 
tory powers. Stahlman was the only 
one actually served with summons at 
the outset—he was ordered to show 
up Friday (25) but no session was 
held-—-though the others had been 
advised they would receive similar 
commands to appear Monday (28). 


Fly Denies Any Prejudice 
In Advance of Hearings 


Fly denied at the outset any idea 
of snooping into newspapers’ private 
affairs and insisted the Corhmish has 
no idea of bothering the press be- 
yond its relation to broadcasting. 
There are no preconceived ideas 
whether the publishers should be 
allowed to operate stations, either, 
he maintained, and the entire object 
of the inquiry is to find out whether 
ties between the press and radio 
promote public interest. 

About the only testimony directly 
| bearing on the fundamental question 
was the series of opinions by Marco 
Morrow, for 30 years associated with 
| the Capper organization. It was his 
| view that broadcasting is a natural 
adjunct of journalism, newspaper 
people are better fitted than anyone 
else to run radio stations, it is physi- 
| cally impossible to give every group 

interested in public questions an ap- 
| Proach to the public mind that will 
| satisfy each crowd, publishers have 
| public welfare at heart all the time, 
ia good radio station combined with 
a good newspaper is far better than 
independent ones of poor quality, 
and the concern about joint inter- 
| est is much ado about nothing. 





| Prof. Alfred McClung Lee of New | 


| Varl LAMY ror its gan ste ant S on 
nn ee ee 


|; pert and ‘propa: ganda analyst,’ sub- 
| mitted tables concerning the mor- 
| tality rate of newspapers« and the 


| trend toward one-rag towns and de- 
| 


of ‘authorities,’ including Socrates, 
William Randolph Hearst, Thomas 
Jefferson, John Milton, Prof. Zacha- 
riah Chaffee, Jr., of Harvard, Col. 
Robert R. McCormick, and John 
Adams. He skipped over two cen- 
turies with considerable ease and 
registered the belief that in most in- 
stances the only real competition be- 
tween newspapers was in the rivalry 
for comics and features. 


Thatcher, Caldwell Probe 
Some of Prof’s Facts 


Prof. Lee, tossed around somewhat 
by Thatcher and Louis G. Caldwell, 
attorney for the Chicago Tribune 
and WGN, was of the opinion that 
since 1929 there has been a far more 
‘scientific use’ of advertising and that 
several factors—including fewer pa- 
pers, fuller understanding of psy- 
chology, and popularity of radio— 
are responsible for the decline in 
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FCC Reveals That— 


—33.2% of Stations Have Press Link 
—All But 68 Operated at Profit in 1940 
—Plant Investment Is $12,014,497 
—45 of 116 FM Bids Were by Press 











Washington, July 29. 
Statisticians can have a field day with the tables and charts compiled 
by FCC experts for use in the hearings on the matter of press- ownership 
but at the conclusion of the first two days of the proceeding it remained 
a puzzle just what all the elaborate computations demonstrate. Uncle 
Sam’s figure jugglers unquestionably have been industrious, though ob- 
servers at the inquiry still want to know what the results prove. 


Some of the more easily grasped—though hardly startling—discoveries 
portrayed in bulky exhibits based on analysis of the special questionnaires 
and of the regular financial reports are: 

There are 298 stations which have some association with a newspaper, 
As of June 30, 1941, 33.2% of all stations had connections of some sort with 
a newspaper or persons interested in newspapers. 


The press-affiliated plants have become steadily more numerous, start- 
ing from a low of 85 in 1931 (first year for which information is avail. 
able), except for a slump in 1933 and 1934. The sustained trend set in in 
1935, when only 111 stations, or 183% of the nation’s total, were linked 
to the press. 


Newspaper interests control 50% or more of 196 licensee corporations, 
which have 212 stations. There are 44 licensee corporations, representing 
46 outlets, in which newspaper interests have less than majority of the 
stock. Press partnerships account for nine stations and individual pub- 
lishers have 13 stations outright. 


Out of 116 applications for Frequency Modulation stations on the hook 
June 30, newspaper interests want 45 of the plants. Standard broadcast 
station owners not connected with the press have asked for 55 FM outlets, 
The 42 licensees of FM stations (including the persons with only construc. 
tion permits) include 12 persons or corporations with newspaper affilia- 
tions, all of which now have standard stations. 


Out of the stations with newspaper ties submitting usable information, 
all but 68 operated at a profit last year. They kad total time sales of 
$39,273,724, equivalent of 35.59% of total industry gross, and profit before 
taxes of $8,754,243, or 35.3% of the aggregate for the U. S. A.’s 765 com- 
mercial plants. 

The distribution of income among the newspaper stations generally 
follows the pattern observed in the industry as a whole, with eight press- 
owned full-time 50 kilowatt transmitters raking in $8,008,037 or 20.4% of 
the newspaper group’s aggregate sales, and 92 full-time regionals account- 
ing for $18,820,284, or 47.9%. 

Network outlets include 167 newspaper-affiliated stations, 
group representing 36.5% of all chain plants. 

Biggest group of press-affiliated stations running in the red were those 
on local channels. This category included 35 full-timers and three oper- 
ating only limited hours. There were 18 full-time regionals in the press 
fold which did not turn in a profit in 1940. 

Newspaper-linked stations account for 37.5% of the total investment 
(on a depreciated cost basis) in the radio industry. Value at the end of 
1940 was $12,014,497, while the original cost was $20,288,993. 
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newspaper lineage during the last 
decade. His compilations, which 
Thatcher questioned in various re- 
spects, showed the number of places 
with ‘allegedly competing dailies’ 
slumped from 288 in 1930 to 181 in 
1940, the number with ‘admitted or 
known local monopolies’ mounted 
from 1,114 to 1,245, and the one- 
paper communities grew from 1,002 
to 1,092. At the same time, the 
number of cities with newspapers in- 
creased from 1,402 to 1,426, although 
in 1941 the number of cities with 
dailies was less than in 1940, 1938, 
1937, 1936, and 1935. 

The professor presented an elabo- 
rate study showing the size of cities | 
with daily sheets and got into a| show a sensational increase in pub- 
wrangle with Chairman Fly by | lic interest in microphoned news 
pointing out that in recent years the | since the shooting started in Europe, 


places of 100,000 and over with 
newspapers is larger this year than 
in most of the last decade. 


That Old Argument, ‘Is 
Radio Better Than Press?’ 


Considerable opinion § testimony 
about the relative effectiveness of 
radio and the press in purveying 
news and information was elicited 
from Prof. Mitchell B. Charnley of 
the University of Minnesota and 
Elmo Roper, Fortune research ex- 
pert. They did not agree which was 
the best medium or does the better 
job. Roper confined most of his tes- 
timony to the Fortune polls, which 





most important mortalities were in| and Charnley admitted there are 
large cities, like Providence, New| marked differences in the way news 
York, Pittsburgh, Chicago, etc. The | should be prepared for oral delivery 
folding of metropolitan rags is one | and for publication. 

of the significant factors behind the 
drop in newspaper advertising, he Brice Disque, Jr., is directing ‘By 
commented. Fly picked him up, how- | Kathleen Norris’ for the Phil Lord 
ever, by pointing out that accord-| office during the absence of Jay 
ing to his own table the nuraber of |! Hanna, away on vacation. 























livered a dissertation on free speech | 
during which he quoted a wide range | 





Dominant Station in Major Southern Market Has 


yee. ea 


IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 


OFFICE MANAGER. 


A capable man with a solid 
background in radio and a 
fundamental knowledge of 
bookkeeping. We want some- 
one with ideas who can make 


| SALESMAN. Progressive, 


high-type man with ideas 
(not radical schemes!) and a 
proven sales record. The 
man we want is an aggressive 


go-getter, but not of the high- 


suggestions for increasing pressure school. 

the efficiency of our organi- 

zation. Conservatism and | Straight 15% commission. 
efficiency required. State | Drawing account to start. 





salary expected. 


Send complete details in first letter. State physical 
and mental qualifications; list last four employers; 
give references. All information will be held in the 
strictest confidence. 


Address Box 82, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York City 
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Lanphier Says Milwaukee Journal's 
Attitude Forced “Yes’ Reply To | 
FCC Question on Discrimination 


Milwaukee, July 29. 


When C. J. (Chuck) Lanphier, 
manager of WEMP, received a re- 
cent questionaire from the Federal 
Communications commission he pon- 
dered long over the question: ‘Does 
any local newspaper refuse to carry 
your advertising?’ 

Not so long ago, when WEMP be- 
came an affiliate of the NBC Blue 
network, the Milwaukee Journal, 
owner of WTMJ, the NBC Red out- 
Jet, did decline to accept WEMP 
copy unless it was placed and paid 
for by the sponsor of programs it 

sas desired to publicize. 

Lanphier, not wishing to do any- 
body an injustice and acting on the 
assumption that the Journal’s previ- 
ously expressed attitude toward 
WEMP might have changed in the 
meantime, called the newspaper's 
advertising department on the tele- 
phone. 

Got Runaround 

He explained that while he did not 
contemplate placing any immediate 
copy he would like to find out if the 
Journal would accept such copy if and 
when offered. He was referred from 
one man to another, each one pass- 
ing the buck, and ‘after getting the 
run-around from six or eight of 
them’ he gave up. 

Then Lanphier answered the FCC 
question: ‘Yes.’ 

When the Journal first refused to 
accept WEMP copy, the indie station 
launched a billboard campaign to 
plug its then new NBC affiliation, 
using 24-sheet stands in many 
strategic locations. Now, however, 
WEMP is confronted by a new sit- 
uation, for the powerful Journal, 
which sells newspaper space as well 
as radio time on two _ stations— 
WTMJ and W55M, is currently wag- 
ing vigorous war on billboards in the 
interests of municipal beautification, 
even going so far as to suggest edi- 
torially that civic-minded adver- 
tisers themselves eliminate this type 
of exploitation. : 


FCC PRECISE 
ON FM GRANT 





Washington, July 29. 

Limitations upon the Class C FM 
station at Hollywood, granted July 
16 to Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, Inc., were attached last week 
when the Federal Communications 
Commission ordered modification of 
applicant’s lease agreement with the 
Mount Wilson Hotel Co. 

Exclusivity provision of the De- 


cember agreement was. ordered 
‘eliminated’ by the Commish, which 
further stipulated that prior to 
issuance of a construction permit 


CBS must obtain Government ap- 
proval of the exact coverage pat- 
tern and submit ‘proof satisfactory 
to the Commission’ that the exclu- 
sivity arrangement had been dis- 
solved. Transmitter, which will 


serve an area of 38,000 square miles, | 


embracing San Diego and Bakers- 
field, Calif., will use 43,100 kc. 


OO A A A  ecentam, Sapa” BP Sn aR ins gay 5 aaantiin eS ainn Wae  BS 


new FM station to serve the Lansing, 
Mich., basic trade area to W4JIM, 
Inc., of that city. Proposed station 
will operate on 47,700 ke. to cover an 
area of 3,000 square miles with more 
than 250,000 population. Applicant 
now operates WJIM, transmitter af- 
filiated with the Michigan Radio Net- 
work, 


SUES ROOSEVELT CHAIN 


Gail Northe Claims Contract Was 
Terminated Too Soon—Asks $5,325 
Fort Worth, July 29. 
Gail Northe, radio commentator 
and program director, has sued the 
Texas State Network for $5,325 dam- 
ages for an alleged breach of con- 
tract and back pay. Miss Northe, 
Joined in the suit by her husband, 
Charles Muskavitch, charged that she 
contracted with Elliott Roosevelt, 
former network president who was 
Succeeded by Mrs. Roosevelt, for a 
$100 weekly salary on Aug. 4, 1939. 
The petition states she was dis- 
missed last April 25, which was four 








months before the contract expired. | 





| STANLEY WOLFF TO ALP. 


Was Shortwave Radio Expert 
Herald Tribune in New York 


| 
+ 





of] 


| 





With discontinuation of the New 
York Herald 'fribune’s rooftop short- 
wave listening post to pick up for- 
eign broadcasts, the Associated 
Press is building its own receiving 
station. Outfit, located in Westches- 
ter, about 20 miles from New York. 
will be ready shortly. 

Stanley Wolff, who was in charge 
of the HT post, is handling the in- 
Stallation and will be’ head of the 
AP reception center. News picked 
out of the air will be forwarded to 
the AP cable desk by land line. 

Wolff and the HT cooperated with 
WMCA, New York, for a consider- 
able period, especially at time of 
war outbreak. 


MELVIN PURVIS 
TO RUN WOLS 


Florence, S. C., July 29. 

WOLS here sold by O. L. Stone to 
M. F. Schnibben and Melvin Purvis. | 
Purvis, former ace G-man credited 
with blitz of John Dillinger, will 
manage station. Has been publisher | 
of Florence Daily Sun since resig-| 
nation from J. Edgar Hoover staff. | 


WCCO Gives Public Sample 
Of a Radio Rehearsal. 
As State Fair Ballyhoo 


Minneapolis, July 29. | 

WCCO has engaged a dramatic | 
company of six people to stage play- | 
|lets in its booth at the Minnesota | 
| State Fair. Playlets will not go out | 
|over the air, their purpose being | 
| simply to show the public how ra- | 
| dio dramatic programs are produced. | 
| The six members of the cast will be 
|introduced before and after each | 
production, will explain the work in- 
volved in rehearsing and playing a | 
'part and will sign autographs for | 
| those desiring them. 

However, the Minneapolis 
| Journal-WCCO ‘Minnesota to the 
| Defense,’ emphasizing defense, will 
|'be broadcast from the booth three 
times during the week. So will 
| George Grim’s ‘People Make News’ 
| Monday to Friday, inclusive. 
In 1940, approximately 400,000 vis- 
ited the WCCO booth during the 
Fair. 
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WNYC Has Special Okay | 


| For Philharmonic Remotes | 


New York City’s municipally- 
| operated station, WNYC, is now per- | 


2 Fridav 
we sea ar, ~~» 


and Sunday nights until Vonmipielids: 
of the broadcasts of the entire con- 
certs of the N. Y. Philharmonic or- 
chestra, from Lewisohn § stadium 
N. Y. Special okay was granted last 
week by the FCC. Station is regu- 
larly forced to sign off at 10 pm 


during July and at 9:15 during Au- 
gust, because of conflict with WCCO, 
Columbia outlet in Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, which operates on the same 
wave-length. 

Mayor LaGuardia’s plea ‘to obtain | 
full-time operation permit for WNYC | 
is due to be decided by the FCC | 
soon. | 


Ted Hediger With J.W.T. 


Hollywood, July 29.) | 

Ted Hediger, NBC producer- | 
writer, is on 13-week leave to work | 
on two J. Walter Thompson pro- | 
grams. 


| 








He will aid in the writing of | 
the Kraft show and produce Art| 
Linkletter’s ‘Shell Goes to a Party.’ | 

Bob Stephenson moves into Hedi- | 
ger’s spot at NBC. j 











MARTHA 
DEANE 


one of America’s most outstanding 





ea 





and successful women’s programs 


on WOR 
AUGUST 4th 


WITH © 
MARIAN YOUNG 


a new, vital personality; formerly 

NEA women’s editor for seven 

years, columnist, feature writer, 
foreign correspondent. 


AVAILABLE NOW 

ON S-TIME A WEEK _ 

PARTICIPATION at 
*350.00 per wee 


call, write or wire—Sales Office, WOR, 
1440 Broadway, in New York—PE 6-8600 
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Nat'l Schools Campaign to WNEW: 
Botany Mills’ 3d Year on WQXR 





National schools has started a DETROIT GROGGY 
concentrated drive via WNEW, —_——- 


Continue to Slide—Webd Is 


Heaviest Loser 


consisting of two quarter-hour news 
periods totaling two and _ three- 
quarter hours weekly, one quarter- 
hour weekly of recorded music, plus 
participating announcements. 
Botany Worsted Mills has signed 
WQXR for its third season of Lisa 
Sergio’s ‘Column of the Air,’ while 
W. H. Hall, furriers, will air the 


Units 
Business went into a slight sum- 
mer spin here this week with net- 
works showing the biggest drop— 
almost 5 percent. However, the sea- 
sonal decline is not nearly as notice- 
able as it has been in years past. 






































same station’s ‘Dinner Concerts’ for l Comparative Unit Count | 
the next five weeks, at the end of : ya - 
. . ~ . 9 ° 
which time Maxwell House coffee Net k a ivy ws fs ae 
will resume sponsoring of the half- secon ants 12.372 129 239 : 11 
ereeee mwyoe ~~ 7 . 
— ee __|Nat’l Spot.. 4,627 4,669 —08 
WMCA: Welch Grape _ Juice, Total 24.357 24.631 —11 
through H. W. Kastor, five one- Siaiiuiedy CKLW WJBK WJBL 
minute announcements weekly and WJR ww WXYZ) : 
renewal, for five weeks, of weekly . ’ 
quarter-hour; Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures, through J. Walter Thompson, | | | 
16 half-minute announcements. T S k 
WNEW: National Schools, through | ax oc 
Huber Hoge & Sons, participation Continued from page #1 
in ‘Start the Day Right,’ early a.m. , ; 
= econ 33 n. means of plugging the hole. Yield 
platter session with Hal Moore, a| from the impost, according to Treas- 
15-minute news summary, five times | ury calculators, will be from $4,500,- 
weekly, a 15-minute news period, | 


six times weekly, and a 15-minute| ‘ 000 to $5,000,000. The proposed scale 


weekly program of recorded mu- | ~. 5 
sic; P. Lorillard Co., through Len- | 5% on net time sales from $100, 


: | to $500,000. 
nen & Mitchell, renewal of ‘Make 2 
Believe Ballroom,’ six times week- 10% from $500,000 to $1,000,000, 


eae i ee , 15% on more than $1,000,000. 
ly, 52 weeks; Paramount Pictures, Both webs and affiliates would be 
through the Buchanan agency, one- 


minute announcements for ‘Chapel | affected, with the-leter taxed on 
: : i ipts h ins 
in the Hills’: Salz Pen Co., through both their receipts from the chain 


S & keen theninele sews, Sve well as their own direct local 


times weekly, 52 weeks, and a take. 
schedule of one-minute announce- 
ments for the run of the contract. 

WOR: Atlantic Commission Co., 


Not Too Bright 
Discouraging outlook for radio— 
despite all the logic that may be em- 





: bodied in arguments against the 
oO - ° 

ot ag i ag Giesne Sn Sennen levy—results from parliamentary 
= weeks: Subtle Servius Corp. | procedure. The house will consider 
a? iow Sesses. direct. ‘Tieens Dee"! the legislation under a gag rule 
en diinutes euce & weet fee Gene which allows only amendments spon- 
weeks. : : | sored by the Ways and Means Com- 
WQXR: Botany Worsted Mills, | mittee. Since this group is desper- 


ate to find sources that will bring 
in the required $3,500,000,000 an- 
nuaily, there seems next to no 
chance it will reverse itself and drop 
the item. And nobody else in the 


through H. A. Silverstein, newsreel. 
Lisa Sergin’s ‘Column of the Air,’ 
half-hour twice weekly, 52 weeks; 
W. H. Hall, Inc. (furriers), through 
Lester Harrison Associates, ‘Dinner 
Concerts,’ half-hour week days, five! 


weeks a motion to strike out the radio tax. 


This focuses attention on the sen- 
ate, where there will be two op- 
portunities to attack the provision. 
If the Finance Committee. turns a 
deaf ear on radio’s appeals and pro- 
tests, there still is a chance to shoot 
at the clause when the revenue leg- 
islation comes up for debate and a 





KMAC’s Improved Status 
After 14 Years on Air 


San Antonio, July 29. 
Federal Communications Commis- 


sion has granted station KMAC au-| vote. In the event the levy is 
thority to move from 1,400 to 1,240| scrapped while the bill is going 
kilocycles and full time operation at | through the senate, the issue still 
250 watts. For the past 14 years sta- | would have to be thrashed out in 
tion KMAC and station KONO have | conference with the house. Industry | 
been dividing time on the same fre- figures who have talked with n Rep 


quency. Howard Davis, manager of 
Station KMAC, expects changeover 
will be completed within a month. 
Plans call for the station to operate 
on a 19-hour schedule. 


Robert Doughton, the house t 
tee chairman, got the impression he 
would not be stubborn about this 
feature of the bill if it is rejected ir 


ror 











|} having a field day and 
| vertising agencies are busy ready- 


lower chamber will be able to make | 


( 


KANSAS CITY GLOOMY 


970 


| Slump Trims need | 12.7%—Total Off | 


5.5% 
Kansas City, July 29. 

Seasonal decline, which has been 
holding off these many weeks, finally 
became evident. Although the week | 
takes a sharp drop over the previous 
seven-day period, the town’s radio | 
commercial biz in general still is 
considerably above the usual warm 
weather trend. This situation, which 
last week was voiced by managers 





'of KCMO, WDAF and WHB, was 


this week verified by KMBC and 
KCKN. 

Couple of managers have already 
mentioned fall onslaught is of bright 
hue, with some contracts under the 
wire before summer is half over. 

WHB reported a new contract with 
the Auto Club of Missouri, which 
bought a daily announcement on a 
one-year contract. 


| Comparative Unit Count 








% of 
July 26. July 19. Change. 
Network .. 6,850 7,105 —3.5 
EAORE .ccee . 4,666 5,347 —12.7 
Nat'l Spot.. 6,718 6,857 —2.0 
eae 18,234 19,309 —5.5 
(Includes: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


A. & P. STORES 
BUY ON WMAQ 


Chicago, July 29. 

Business continues on the up- 
grade and despite war news the 
stations see a big season ahead. The 
only slack in time buying is from 
the heavy material advertisers due 
to the inability to obtain metals 
and materials because of national 
defense priorities. But food and 
household goods manufacturers are 
their ad- 








ing time deals. 
Atlantic & Pacific grocery stores 
buying announcement time for 
the plugging of peaches, setting aj} 
series of 21 announcements on! 
WMAQ, through Paris & Peart. 
Procter & Gamble (Ivory soap 
and flakes), has set a schedule of 


is 


|/announcements on WBBM, running | 
; on 


Saturday and Sunday; WBBM 
also landed an announcement sched- 
ule from the Macfadden Publica- | 
tions, through Erwin, Wasey agency. 

WAAF drew a renewal from the} 


Joy Candy Shoppes of a once-week- | 
| past month with an afternoon show 


ly 15-minute interview show by Hal 
Tate and Nikki Kaye, 
Malcolm Howard agency. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 
July 26. July 19. Change. | 
Network 9,415 9,340 +0.8 
Local ...... 6,455 6,398 +0.8 
Nat'l Spot.. 11,490 11,440 +-0.5 
ee 27,360 27,178 +0.7 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





the upper chamber. 
Eugene Roth, owner and operator 
of station KONO, has on file an ap- 
plication with the FCC to operate San Francisco—Jack Campbell, | 


full time on the 1,400 frequency. 





who recently joined KGO-KPO as} 











Change gives this city five full| sales promotion manager, has re- 
time stations. signed. 
a 
(Cory 
No Whales 


in Tennessee... 





ee | Ee a pee oT. 


Suse a RLALE LE fa Sen? 


Tt IS a whale of a story as TVA plows into a 
$110,000,000 dam-building program ... the nearby Alum- 
inum Company doubles its plant size and personnel , . . and 
defense industries work three shifts a day. . 


it’s a whale of a story... and a whale of a mar 
ket, this TVArea. 


And WNOX is your best harpoon! 





With The Knosville-News Sentinel 
KNOXVILLE — TENNESSEE 


pep: The Branham Company 
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CONVICT SCRIPTS PGM 





Seattle, July 29. 

KOMO has sold ‘Highway Night 
Express,’ weekly transcribed show, 
to Thompson Candy Co. for 26 weeks. 
Interesting point is that the scripts 
are written by Ralph W. Hunter, an | 
iets 7 Weshindan Siateynenitens, 2 
j nas had scvipe isea 
| by some of the top drama shows, and 
| all his writing is done inside the pen 
walls. ‘Express’ will replace 
Burdick’s ‘Night Editor’ in the 9-9:15 
p.m. Sunday spot. 





more than 800%, according to the 
company. ‘Questionary’ is recorded 
at various stores in the morning, 
then rebroadcast in the evening. Be- 
gan as a test in February and is now 
on an indefinite time basis. 


KIRO: Schoenfeld’s (furniture), 
‘Words to the Wives’ three times 
weekly, beginning Aug. 1, at 9:45 


a.m.; U & I Sugar, through Strang & 
Prosser, has renewed four time sig- 
nals daily for another year. 

KOL: ‘Don Isham Entertains,’ 15 
minutes, three times weekly, to Na- 
pier & Scott (fuel), and three times 
to Matheny & Bacon (lumber). 


| Comparative Unit Count | 
July 26. July 19. Change. 











Network ... 17,300 7,365 —0.8 
Local ...... 6,974 6,891 +1.2 
Nat’l Spot.. 756 761 —0.6 
Total ...... 15,030 15,017 +01 


Mounds Renews on WFBR; 
Balto Locals Up 57% 





Baltimore, July 29. 





i; ness, 
| dicinal 





| spot blurbs will be gathered 
| one 


through the | 





| daily, 


-FOR CANDY C0. (KCMO), 


slight improvement noted 
‘here in local and _ national spot 
icounts, but biz generally still in 
midst of summertime in effective- 
Some action noted in me- 
field, but aside from that 
nothing much. 

WFBR: Peter Paul (Mounds), 
through Platt-Forbes, renewed five 
news periods a week; Reader’s Di- 
gest, through BBD&O, p.m. an- 
nouncements; Doan’s Pills, three an- 
nouncements a week to start July 
29. 

WCAO: Macfadden Publications 
(True Story), through Arthur Kud- 
ner, 30 spots to be used three a day 
for two weeks. 


WBAL: Burke - Savage (tires), 
through Leon Golnick, time signals 
Monday through Saturday; Fine Fur 
Co., through ‘Appelstein-Wagner, 201 
a.m. spots; Fleer’s Dubble Bubble 
Gum, through N. W. Ayer, 65 station 
breaks. 

WCBM: Havelock & Selenkow 
(furs), 15 spots; Dr. Spector Health 
Institute, through Appelstein-Wag- 
ner, 50 spots; H. Clarke & Son (Red 
Cloud berries), via Leon Golnick, 
150 spots. 


Some 








Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
July 26. July 19. Change. 
Network .. 7,560 7,410 +2.0 
ee eee 4,729 4,487 +5.3 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,919 1,925 —0.3 
Total ...... 14,208 13,822 +-2.7 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





SPARKLING SPOTS 


WCAU Tries Zany Angle—Philly 
Units Okay 








Philadelphia, July 29. 

Biggest news along Radio Row is 
WCAU'’s ‘grand experiment’ to snag 
extra listener attention for the pesky 
spot announcements. 

Three new shows have been 
created, one in the afternoon and two 
at night, during which all the stray 
‘under 
roof. The programs will be 
handled by Orth Bell, comedian- 
spieler, and will include Joey Kearns 
orchestra—the house band—and 


| vocalists Marion Mason and Sonny 


Saunders. Interspersed between the | 


lr music and Bell’s zany cracks will be | 


the spots—dressed up by Bell. 
The idea has been tested for the 


called ‘Bellzapoppin’ which used 
transcribed music. Tentative plans 
call for the three shows to be aired 
from the studio auditorium with the 
public invited. 

KYW: Manhattan Soap Company, 
through Franklin Bruck, renewal of 
tri-weekly news programs of 15 min- 
utes each; Abbott’s dairies, partici- 
| pation in Ruth Welles, program; Phil- 
|adelphia Dairy Co. (Dolly Madison 
ice cream), through Scheck Adver- 
tising, weather report, 13 weeks. 

WIBG: Rubins’ Hot Point Appli- 
ances, musical show, 10 minutes 
13 weeks; Pep Boys (auto ac- 
cessories), three spots daily, 13 
weeks, through Thomas Harkins. 





| Comparative Unit Count 


% of 
July 26. July 19. Change. 








it becker Mob 


Hal 


Network 
SS Pee 


9,778 9,598 +1.8 
20,605 20,431 +0.8 
sore 1 Spot.. ,795 4,579 +4.7 

Al, * rie wand ay we oe 
“Ir, race Fad AC, K YW, WIP. WF IL, 
WDAS, WIBG, WPEN) 





Cincinnati—Bill Wells, formerly 


| with Florida stations and lately with 
i WMPS, Memphis, 

Imperial Candy Co.’s ‘Questionary’ | nouncer 
on KIRO reportedly increased sales nightly chat with music platters. 


is a new an- 


on WCKY and doing a 


— 


Blurbs for Phillips 
Petroleum on KFEL, 
Kellogg Using KOA 


Denver, July 29, 


Announcements and spots consti. 
tuted most of the contracts. 


KFEL: Asocisated Denver Tailors, 
through Earl Pivan agency, 17 an. 
nouncements; Casa Manana, four 
half-hours and one _ quarter- hour: 
Frumess Jewelry, 15 announcements 
and two chain breaks, daily, one 
year; Cramer Foot Comfort Shop, 


through Ted Levy agency, eight 
five-minutes; T. J. LeRoy, ‘Easy 
Piano Lessons,’ six half - hours 


weekly, one month; Phillips Petrol. 
eum Co., through Lambert & Feas- 
ley, 156 spots; Broadway Motors, 
through J. Stirling Getchel, 13 
spots; Public Service Co., two quar- 
ter-hours weekly, three months. 


KLZ: Morton’s Apparel Shop, 
through Ted Levy agency, 39 fivt. 
minutes; Procter-& Gamble, through 
Pediar & Ryan, 20 spots; Carey Salt, 
through McJunkin, 56 announce- 
ments; Dupler Furs, through Ted 
Levy agency, 354 announcements; 
Doan’s Pills, through Spot Broad- 
casting, 156 spots; Indian Grill Pro- 
duct Co., 13 spots; Florida Citrus 
Commission, through Arthur Kudner 
65 announcements; California Pack- 
ing, through McCann-Erickson, 52 
announcements; Chas. E. Wells Music 
Co., 39 announcements; LeMoine 
Music Co., 39 announcements. 


KMYR: Elitch Gardens, through 
Robertson agency, 250 spots; Globe 
Furniture Co., through Ted Levy 
agency, 250 spots; Drive-in Laun- 
dries, through Ted Levy agency, 500 
announcements; Penfold Gold Balls, 
seven 15-minutes; Marlin razor 
blades, 162 spots; Peoples Furniture 
Co., through Max Goldberg agency, 
10 announcements; Columbine Dis- 
tributor Service, 26 spots: Paul 
Weiss, through Wooley & Hunter, 
three five-minute newscasts weekly; 
Price Flavoring Co., through N. W. 
Ayer, 26 spots; Banner Oil Co., one 
five-minute news daily and 26 spots; 
Elite Dress Shop, 52 spots; B. F. 
Goodrich Tires, through Otto Shaw, 
250 spots; Ranier Beer, through 
Buchanan agency, 50 spots; B. K. 
Sweeney Co., one quarter-hour daily 
till forbid. 


KOA: American Chicle Co., 52 








Dave Cook 
Ray- 


five-minute newscasts; 
Sporting Goods Co., through 


mond Keane, 26 announcements; 
Merchants Biscuit Co., through Ball 
& Davidson agency, 30 minutes; 


Procter & Gamble, 156 chain breaks; 
Campbell-Sell Baking Co., through 
Wooley & Hunter, 52 quarter-hours, 
Kellogg Co., through Kenyon & 
Eckhardt, 70 announcements; Bay 
Petroleum Co., through Raymond 
Keane, 84 announcements; Public 
Service Co., 45 minutes. 


Cc omparative U nit Count | 





% of 

July 26. July 19. Change. 

Network 7,735 7,825 --1.1 

eo) errr 6,984 7,202 —3.0 

Nat'l Spot.. 2,463 1,432 +1.2 

Ce ee 17,182 17,459 —1.5 

(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 
KOA, KVOD) 

Albany, July 29. 
sonal. det SAY atin Seat in Sonne rata 
vice, inc., has~beer chartered to con- 
duct a motion picture and television 
production business in New York. 
Directors are: Fay Solowitz and 


Florence Johnson, Brooklyn; Jackson 
Cook, Bronx. 

Maxwell G. Cutler, 
City, was filing attorney. 


New York 
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BNS GETS RESULTS // 


CENTRAL OHIO'S ONLY CBS OUTLET 
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ASK ANY BLAIR MAN OR Us. ; 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


Jimmy McClain, who conducts the ‘Dr. I. Q.’ and ‘Dr. I. Q., Jr.’ shows 
over the air for Mars, Inc., recently completed a six-week sojourn in 
Toledo, where the Junior show was broadcast every Sunday afternoon 
from June 1 through July 6, while the senior show was presented from 
nearby Detroit each Monday evening. McClain stayed at the Commodore 
Perry hotel, from where the junioy broadcast originated, via WSPD. He 
had to do a lot of elevator-riding, between the WSPD studios in the 
hotel’s tower, the Crystal ballroom on the main floor where his broadcasts 
originated, and his room. Toledo Blade cracked story that Rosemary 
Robinson, 22, elevator operator at the hotel, is now wearing an engage- 
ment ring, and admits she will become Mrs. I.Q.’ either Aug. 25 or Sept. 5, 
either in Toledo or Chicago, or Portland, Ore. 








The Merry Macs, harmony act that has not been heard on the radio 
for some six months, and finished two films for Universal, ‘Moonlight in 
‘Hawaii’ and ‘San Antonio Rose,’ are scheduled for a third ‘Ride 'Em, 
Cowboy.’ Mary Lou Cook recently replaced Helen Carroll. Act is doing 
three weeks of personals on the Interstate Circuit, opening Aug. 8 in 
Houston. 

Meantime, it’s not generally known that one of the Merry Macs, Ted 
McMichael, was co-lyricist with Jack J. Killion on the ‘Hut Sut Song.’ 





Sideliners watching excavation work for Milwaukee’s ‘Radio City,’ 
which The Milwaukee Journal is building at the northern edge of town, 
circulated report that one big hole somewhat away from the main studio 
site and connected with it by a long tunnel was to be an air raid shelter. 
L. W. Herzog, manager of WTM4J, asserts, however, that the hole in ques- 
tion is merely the underground part of a power house and boiler room, 
with the tunnel carrying necessary pipes and conduits to the main 
structure, 





NBC will start broadcasting from its new building in San Francisco in 
two weeks, despite fact structure won’t be completed until Jan. 15. With 
first floor up, what will be a garage entrance is being converted into a 
model de luxe studio with a glass wall on the sidewalk and a public ad- 
dress system outside. 

Passersby will be able to watch (and hear) programs originating be- 
hind the big window. 





Sandra Michael, author of the Procter & Gamble serial, ‘Against the 
Storm,’ has been approached by Paramount regarding a film scripting 
deal. Negotiations so far have been merely preliminary. 

While writing her program from Palm Springs last winter, Miss Michael 
had tentative bids from Warners and Columbia, but wasn’t interested in 
the propositions offered. 





Holland Housewarming program out of Chicago is eliminating its dra- 
matic interlude for lack of time to include it properly. Benny Goodman 
is a must for three numbers and, with Don McNeil’s comedy routines, a 
big. visiting star from Hollywood and the commercials, there wasn’t time, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan has decided, to interpolate playlets. 

John F. Royal has long held the pet idea of a Pan-American Broad- 
caster’s Union modeled after the International Union that headquarters 
in Switzerland. NBC v.p. is pushing the idea along the path of his present 
seven-week tour of South America. NBC is meanwhile publicizing the 
idea on the Yankee end. 


ASCAP granted WOKO, Albany, special permission to broadcast all 
music played by two bands at the Albany Soap Box Derby, staged July 25. 
The society also okayed the airing of Raymond Paige’s ‘Just a Soap Box 
on Wheels.’ 


Syracuse University recently held a ‘first annual’ radio conference un- 
der the direction of its radio director Kenneth Bartlett. Registration was 
115. Speakers included Thomas Rishworth, of NBC; Harold Kent, I. Keith 
Tyler, Max Bilderslee, Michael Hanna, Marcus Bartlett and Paul Reed. 

Jean Bradley, secretary to Max Jordan, former NBC representative in 
Switzerland and Germany, arrived in the U. S. last week by boat after a 
series of hectic difficulties getting out of Europe. 

Jordan has meantime gone back to Europe. 


Jean Paul King’s retirement from radio to live in Tacoma, his home 


town (as reported in last week’s Variety), is for the purpose of joining his 
father’s undertaking firm. King spent 12 years in legit and radio. 

RK 

Bob Hawk is scheduled to do his Eversharp Pencil ‘Take It or Leave It 

show from Chicago Aug. 24, but otherwise his radio originations will be | 


from New York, the tour aspect being washed up. 


A 70-mile-an-hour wind leveled the two 412-foet towers of radio station 
WMT near Cedar Rapids, Iowa, last weekend. The towers are now Just a 
mass of twisted steel. 


Irene Kuhn’s Switch 


Irene Kuhn, former N. Y. news- 
paperwoman who has been with} 
NBC for some time, has_ been | 
switched from press under Bill Kost- | 


ka to promotion under Ken Dyke. 
She was originally hroucht into the 


EZRA STONE INTO ARMY 
Officialdom ee he Oimneibetie to 
‘Aldrich Family’ Doubling 


Ezra Stone, who was inducted into 
the a~-v last week at Camp Upton, 
* ne. he ea eigese 4 
Alaricn “Fant: seri = 
Foods. Matter is still indefinite 
the Young & Rubicam 
| has been informed by the War De- 
partment that Stone will be given as 


much leeway as other draftees who 


"The 
er al 
—— | but 


eral manager. 








agency 





|tain civilian activities 
CONNECTICUT'S PIONEER BROADCASTER With the ‘Aldrich’ program cur- 
— ——-~- ———--- 5 rently taking a four-week layoff, the 
question of Stone’s_ availability 


doesn’t have to be settled immediate- 


Connect int. 
Connecticut 


Figured a final decision will be 
forthcoming within the next week, 
however. 





For a home run in Con- 
necticut’s Major Mar- 
ket, it’s just good horse 
sense to use WwDRC 
and get all three: COV- 
ERAGE, PROGRAMS, 


WAAT, Jersey City, Runs 
The Clock Even Stephen 


Station WAAT, Jersey City, started 
Monday (28) night on a policy of 24- 
hour operation, with the exception 
of Sunday nights, when the sign-off 
is at 1 am. Ali-night show is han- 
dled by Bob Elliot (L. E. Gross, for- 
merly of station WITH, Baltimore). 

Jersey City outlet also initiated its 
new singing station break announce- 
ment Monday night. 


basic CBS FoR CONNECTICUT 











have been permitted to continue cer- | 


Mexicans Launch 
Program From 


New York City 


A first broadcast of a proposed| 
series from New York City to Mex- 
ico (via WRUL, Boston shortwaver) 


took place Friday (25) from the 
studios of WMCA, New York. In 
Mexico the Department of the In-| 
terior’s XEFO and XEUZ picked up 
the broadcast for re-transmission. 


On the first program was the Mex- 
ican consul-general in New York, 
Rafeal de la Colina; Charles T. Wil- 
son of the Mexican Chamber of Com- 
merce in the U. S.; John B. Glenn 
of the Pan American Trust; and Al- 
berto Rembao and Arturo Medina. 
They were introduced by Fernanda | 
Aldana who has arranged the series. 

Professional talent on the broad-| 
cast included Consuelito Moreno, | 
Sabicas, Mrs. Ofelia Arias de} 
Anievas, Raquel Moreno, Estele Inda, 
the Flores Trio and Juan Jose Saro. 


Further Mexican programs out of 
other American cities are in pros- 
pect, notably from Los Angeles, St. 
Louis, San Francisco, Detroit and 
San Antonio. 














Sons of Senator O’Daniel Parties To 
Bid for Another Dallas Station 


Austin, Texas., July 29. 


Park Cities Broadcasting Corp. has 
filed an application with the Federal 
Communications Commission for a 
new 5,000-watt station on 710 kilo- 
cycles in Dallas. Senator-elect W. 
Lee O’Daniel’s two sons, Pat and 
Mike, are stockholders in the new 
corporation. 

Pat is president and Mike is vice- 
president of the W. Lee O’Daniel 
Flour Co. of Fort Worth. It was as 
radio announcer for a series of pro- 
grams in behalf of his flour dis- 
tribution firm that O’Daniel rock- 
eted to the governor’s chair and now 
to the senate in Washington. 

Officers of the proposed Dallas 
station are E. B. Germany, presi- 
dent (He is chairman of the board 
of the Highland Park State Bank 
in Dallas); Thomas A. Carpenter, 
vice president (chairman of the 
board of the City National Life In- 
surance Co.); Guy L, Mann, vice- 
president (general counsel of the 
Highland Park State Bank): Andrew 
V. Allison, secretary-treasurer (sec- 
retary of the City National Life In- 
surance Co.). Other stockholders 
are James M. Collins, vice-president 
of the Vent-A-Hood Mfg. Co., Dal# 





las; and Karl B. Smith, prez. of the 
Fidelity Union Life Insurance Co., 
Dallas and of the Mart National 
Bank, Mart, Texas. 

The FCC in May granted the ap- 
plication of the Chilton Radio Corp, 
for a new station in Dallas. There 
are three stations in operation there 
at the present time. Station of the 
Chilton group was on a daytime 
operation basis only. 





WALTER PATTERSON TO CHI 


Will Be Sponsored by Pillsbury—~ 
Quits WSPD, Toledo 








Toledo, O., July 29. 

Walter Patterson, singing pianist 
and announcer at WSPD, Toledo, is 
set for a new series over the NBC- 
Blue network for Pillsbury Flour, 
Show, which has not yet been named, 
will be heard starting Sept. 11, each 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
day, over 43 stations, for 15 minutes 
at 8 a.m. 

Program will originate in Chicago, 
and Patterson will be supported by 
the four King’s Jesters, singing 
group. 
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THE FAIREST OF All TESTS 


















10.5% 
of all listeners 
tuned in to 
WMCA 





to-Seae wat a frices test of sto . effectivenes 
airs the identical program over thre 


PRODUCT: Tums (Stack-Goble Agency) 
PROGRAM: New York Pot O’ Gold 


TIME: Wednesday, 8:30-9:00 p.m. 
STATIONS: WMCA and two other 
independents 


RESEARCH: C. E. Hooper Report, 
May and June, 1941 


id 


1.3% 

of all listeners 
tuned in to 
Station C 


5.2% 


of all listeners 
tuned in to 
Station B 


s than this: Tums 


Se de ee * Seg ps 


New York stations at the same 


time. There are no variables except the difference between stations, What 


station has the greatest listener loyalty —what station do New Yorkers 


prefer to tune in? The 


result of this scientifically accurate test is shown 


above. Far more listeners were tuned in to WMCA than the other two 
stations combined. Twice as many were listening to WMCA as to Station B, 


eight times as many as 


to Station C. It proves once again that the habit 


of tuning in to WMCA is most deeply ingrained—that an advertiser can 
reach a larger and more loyal audience through WMCA. 


FIRST ON NEW VORK’'S DIAL...370 KC. 





AMERICA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT STATION 


WMCA 





NEW YORK: WMCA Building, 1657 Broadway « CHICAGO: Virgil Reiter & Co., 360 N. Michigan Ave, 
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30 RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 30, 1941 





Follow-Up 


Comment 





ving Berlin achieved the unique 
distinction of the first ASCAP ‘plug | 
on CBS in eight months at 
Wednesday's ‘Dollars for 
(Texaco donates the time) 


Defense’ | says, t 
show ; happiness—won t 


even a half-wit listener knows, Mar- 
got (the sister) is going to undergo 


last |} an operation and be cured. As Joyce | 


‘We want you to share 


you let us 


our 
try?’ 


which, being a trailer for U. 5S. ae- | And Margot answers, ‘There's some- 


fense bonds and stamps, cancels all thing 


i restrictions. Thus, as part 
ites Woollcott’s intro of Berlin, 
plus a miniature biog of his career, 
the songsmith introduced a new 
song, ‘When This Crazy World Is 
Sane Again.’ This is the tune that 
constitutes a pro-Berlin, Inc., plug. 
His other songs, ‘Any Bofds Today’ 
and ‘Arms for the Love of America, 
were donated by him to the Uv. &. 
Government outright, even the copy- 
rights ene the names of Govern- 

ent officials. 
mvincidentally, the day before, on 
Tuesday, Mrs. Ellin (Irving) Berlin 
spoke over WMCA with a forthright 

lea for material aid to Britain. Mrs. 

erlin, possessed of a cool, calm and 
reasoning voice, was highly effective, 
evidencing she’s no novice before a 
mike. 





Elsa Maxwell, guesting Sunday 
(27) night on ‘Star-Spangled Theatre 
via NBC-Blue, played a fictionalized 
version of herself as the proprietor 
of ‘Hotel for Women,’ scripted by 
Villa Stiles and Michael Davidson. 
Others billed in the cast included 


Joan Banks, Virginia Peine and Pa- | 


tricia Wilder, with Walter Kinsella 
identifiable as an Irish house de- 
tective, but not billed. Bert Lytell 
was m.c., but not in the dramatic 
portion. Show was inexcusably pro- 
duced, only Miss Banks and Kinsella 
emerging without almost complete 
loss of dignity. There were innum- 
erable muffed lines, silences, missed 
cues and instances of just plain bad 
acting. Miss Maxwell was the worst, 
demonstrating that she isn’t an ac- 
tress at all, but only a mistress of 
ceremonies, a strong personality and, 
apparently, a breezy ‘character.’ Miss 
Peine and Miss Wilder had little con- 
nection with the story, so never had 
a chance. Script itself was trans- 
parent trash. Whole show was in- 
credible for a major network offer- 
ing. 





‘We Are Always Young,’ sustainer 
erial on Mutual out of WOR, New 
fork, holds up fairly well, at least 
artly due to an exceptional cast. 
Yonald Cook, currently the male 

in the legit ‘Claudia,’ at the 


ead 
—., N. Y., has recently joined the | 
east and, in a recent chapter, quickly | 


added a few knots to the plot com- 
plications. Playing a- silverware 
nabob engaged ever-so-long to the 
siren Gloria, he has obviously taken 
a tumble for the nitery singer, Dawn, 
thereby boding no good for cab- 
driver Gary. But then, Gloria is go- 
ing soft on Gary, so maybe it cancels 
out. Yarn has fair pace and a color- 
ful setting, plus reasonably potent 
characters. Cook is oke—if unmis- 
takably Cook—as the new plot wrin- 
kle, while Jessie Royce Landis now 
registers more forcefully as Gloria. 
Linda Watkins is kinda hard-voiced 
as the dnger, and William Janney is 
rightly direct as the cabbie. Direc- 
tion is inventive for a serial. Inci- 
dentally, air billing is given not 
only to co-authors Ashley Buck and 
Nicholas Cosentino and _ director 
Robert Shayon, but members of the 
cast on each day’s episode identify 
themselves at the close. It’s a novel 
and effective device. 





‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne’ has 
risen beyond her title. No longer an 
interne at all, but having given up 
‘a brilliant hospital career to devote 
herself to private practice in a small 
town.’ She’s also married a doctor 
and is deep in daytime serial plot 
complications on CBS. Hubby never 
told her he had a sister in the booby- 
hatch, so it was a great shock re- 
cently to learn about it. And hubby, 
the old clam, never told his sister 
he’d married. Sis is bitter because 
she is ‘terribly scarred.’ She sits in 
a dark room and snarls at people be- 
cause they’re ‘always 
away at her.’ But when Joyce comes 
7 SOC Be Roy (8 Wi NE Over venets 1 +14 
right away, of course, but too quickly 
to be convincing, even so. And, as 


true and warm and gentle 
|about you.’ Well, it’s pretty melo- 
'dramatic, but by serial standards 
rather effective. Title part is ex- 
| pressively played, while the hubby 
|is properly quite-yet-firm and vital. 
'Part of Margot had too abrupt a 
|mood transition to be convincingly 
played. 





‘Home of the Brave,’ in the words 

of the intro spiel, is ‘the story of the 
lives and loves of real people—this 
| day’s pioneer at New Chance, where 
life is today and hope is tomorrow.’ 
As heard recently on WEAF-NBC, 
it’s also a muddled yarn of puzzling 
situation involving ill-defined char- 
acters. Localed in one of the Rocky 
Mountain states, it deals with a 
strangely-boyish telephone lineman, 
the gal he loves but who doesn’t love 
him. an older boy she loves—and re- 
cently a_ typically-serial villainess, 
an eastern society belle named Vida 
Sinclair. Hard to see why there 
should be much sympathy for the 
characters, nor interest in the action. 
The western gal, Casino, had a meaty 
scene with a good change of mood 
on the episode caught—and_ she 
played it well. Otherwise not much 
to recommend the show or the pro- 
duction. The Guilsdorfs get author 
billing. Product is Certo, allegedly 
insuring modern, speedy and ‘flavor- 
retaining’ jelly and. jam-making. 





‘The Munros,’ sustaining serial on 
NBC-Blue (WJZ), was an agreeable 
show as heard Wednesday afternoon 
(16). It draws inevitable compari- 
sons with ‘Vic and Sade,’ both pro- 
grams being quiet character-comedy 
creations about married couples and 
both confining the plot to few char- 
acters. Chapter caught dealt with 
Gordon’s short-lived triumvh after 
he set Margaret’s paper-stuffed desk 
in order. As anyone could have fore- 
seen, when he went to demonstrate 
the efficiency of his filing system, he 
couldn’t find anything he was look- 
ling for. As Margaret expressed it, 
what he needed was ‘more system in 
his system.” Ending was obvious 
from the start, but no less entertain- 
ing or absorbing on that account. 
Not side-splitting comedy, but amus- 
ing. Characters are human and uni- 
versally identifiable. Nice show— 
and well] played. 





‘Story of Kate Hopkins,’ according 
| to the intro blurb, is ‘the story of a 
beautiful and courageous woman 
who lives to serve others.’ Appar- 
ently her beauty is about to bring 
on events that'll test her courage, 
for that Desperate Desmond of the 
kilocycles, Robert Atwood, master of 
Atwood Manor, is plotting to en- 
snare Our Heroine. He’s already 
engaged to Diane, but Kate’s son 
Tom has been lured into an attempt 
to win the gal away, not realizing 
that would play right into Atwood’s 
mitts. As Atwood says, Tom is just 
a boy—what does he know of in- 
trigue? According to the chapter 
heard on CBS, the show seems ob- 
scure and slow. Direction reveals a 
good sense of character and pace, 
but there was a puzzling use of a 
filter mike in one scene, 
quiet musical background is 
Maxwell House commercials 
the idea ice coffee for hot 
They’re plenty long. 


good. 
plug 
weather, 





‘The Story of Bess Johnson’ has 
lately undergone extensive changes. 
| Still sponsored by Colgate-Palmolive- 
| Peet, but it now plugs Klek soap in- 
| stead of Palmolive and is handled by 
, the Ted Bates agency instead of Ward 





Wheelock. Margaret Lewerth and 
{Ann Daly have replaced William 
|Sweets on the script, and Basil 
|Loughrane has_ succeeded Diana 


| Bourbon as director. About the only 


hammering | thing remaining is the title and the} 
- > Obviously | ‘Filen Randolph,’ ever a sanctimo- | 
ES ID TOT Fm ee en BENE + 3¢ 


lactress who supplies it. 
her Pah sere By : . ; : 
just like that, but at least the story 
i has gotten her off the campus and 
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AST TO COAST 


Use of | 


20 Winks 


Have they decided yet who 
plays the loudest, Sonny or 
Bunny? ... Walter Lippmann is 
on the air, via those foreign 
policy speakers, so he might as 
well take the plunge .. . these 
all-night programs figure to have 
two apdiences, the dressed and 
undressed. The dressed prob- 
ably are on the job somewhere, 
behind the wheel of a taxi or 
in a factory, while the un- 
dressed are likely heading for 
bed, by way of the kitchen, or 
maybe already prone with a 
book. The fast talking lads with 
their commercial breaks (and 
tunes of endless vocals) likely 
suit the guy who’s up and 
around. But he’s a pain to the 
bunch trying to read. Point is 
that no New York late hour sta- 
tion makes a bid for the bath- 
robe brigade with straight music. 
Question is, which audience has 
the most ears? ... NBC went 
from Manila to Tokyo to Ba- 
tavia, one right after the other, 
and nobody had _ imagination 
enough to dramatize the broad- 
cast by merely giving the dif- 
ference in time. That’s what's 
called lack of showmanship . . 
Shep Fields and his new brass- 
less band gets an especially good 
break if following one of those 
daffy trumpeteers who sounds 
like he’s playing a kazoo 
What about the Eberle who sings 
with J. Dorsey? Every song a 
recital. When they start taking 
pop ballads as serious as this 
some of the vocal antics border 
on the ridiculous. 

Shudders of the week: WOR'’s 
‘Here’s Morgan.’ Not only is this 
on early in the evening but 
Jerry Lawrence repeats it, off a 
record, early in the morning. 
It’s the fastest way Lawrence 
has yet thought up to lose an 
audience. Maybe Stan Shaw is 
writing Morgan’s material. If 
he is we’re sore at him, too. 








into some pretty red-blooded action. 
It’s still daytime serial material, but 
the pilot has movement, the situations 
are plausible, the characters are 
sharply drawn, and the dialog is 
solid. As caught Friday (25) morn- 
ing, the sequence dealt with the 
heroine’s adventures with a mysteri- 


ently a genuine he-man, but because 
of some sinister work he does, poison 
to the surrounding inhabitants. Epi- 
sode was skillfully produced 
played, except for 
knocking sound effect. Miss Johnson, 
always the super-power commercial 
spieler, still reads the lengthy open- 
ing plug, but the male announcer 
handles the short closing one. On 
the stanza heard, Miss Johnson 
seemed to be trying too hard, pos- 
sibly because of the new product and 
; setup. Never noted for her subtlety 
on handling blurbs, she was pound- 
ing like a lady pile-driver. 





‘Bachelor’s Children,’ on WEAF- 
NBC, has gradually wandered from 
the original line of the vicarious 
|father and his household of kids. 
|}Seems Sam and Janet Ryder are 
| nearing one of those inevitable mari- 
tal crises, this time because she had 
a luncheon date with Neil Burgess. 
; Any serial addict knows it didn’t 
}amount to anything and 
| Sam will realize that, too. Dr. Bob 
is standing by with sympathy and 
| advice, especially the latter. Mean- 
while, young Mike and Kathleen 





want to get married and some of the | 


| 

| 

| femmes in the script are palavering 
labout getting a new house. Plot 
|has more threads than a crocheted 
| bedspread. Old Dutch Cleanser 
| gets the plugs. 





S-3s0aking net 
hief in pathos. As heard on 
NBC-Red recently, she might have 
j been repeating one of the same 
cliche-studded, hokum-loaded scripts 
of a couple of years ago. And a 
|}couple of years ago Ellen was a 
| pretty dreary gal. Seems she’s now 


handke, 


| given up her admirer, Paul, and has | 
retired to the mission in the slums. | 


to be under the administering good- 
ness of the kindly padre and spread 
her righteous influence among the 
unfortunate. This is what they mean 
by the term ‘soap operas.’ Milton 
Cross reads the Supersuds blurbs. 





‘Pepper Young’s Family’ had a good 
script a recent morning on NBC-Red. 
Pace was slow and authoress Elaine 


what - every* woman-knows' valve 
down pretty hard, but the characters 
were clear, sympathetic and recog- 
nizably human. Episode opened 
with Carter Trent and Puggy Young 
strolling home hand-in-hand through 
the ‘most beautiful night they've 
ever known.’ 


parental opposition, but weren't de- 
pressed, as they were determined to 
remain actually engaged. As Carter 
expressed it. “There’s only you and 
me; the rest of the world doesn’t 
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exist.. Then Peggy went in to talk 


ous neighbor, Scott Thorne, appar- | 


and | 
an unexplained | 


presently | 


| ter flaw, 
’ They were breaking | written and the direction seemed er- 
their formal engagement because of | pert, but the juve actors merelv 


‘THE MAN I MARRIED’ 

With Lesley Woods, Clayton Collyer, 
Ethel Owen, Helen Waren, Shir- 
ling Oliver, Del Sharbutt 

/15 Mins. 

| CAMPBELL’S SOUP 

Daily, 11:15 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Wheelock) 

Ward Wheelock agency’s purchase 
| of this serial for Campbell's soup to 
replace ‘Martha Webster’ appears to 
|'be one of those cases of buying a 
| name instead of using imagination or 
|creative judgment. ‘Martha Webster’ 
was a weak sister that never had 
been able to get a sizable rating, par- 
ticularly lately, when opposite ‘Pep- 
per Young.” Now Wheelock has 
bought ‘The Man I Married,’ by Carl 
Bixby and Don Becker, whose ‘Life 
Can Be Beautiful’ has consistently 
been one of the top-ranking serials 
and currently has the highest C.A.B. 
rating. 

Besides not being creatively im- 
aginative, this move doesn’t even ap- 
pear to be good judgment. ‘Man I 
Married’ may be by Bixby and 
Becker, who may be names, but it 
was never in the class with their 
‘Life Can Be Beautiful.’ It was never 
able to get a rating when Procter & 
Gamble had it, and its strongest im- 
pression was made by some dubious 
bedroom sequences that had people 
in the trade talking and wondering. 

But all that is past history and 
possibly of questionable value in 
judging “The Man I Married’ as com- 
petition for ‘Pepper Young.’ As 
heard last Friday (25) morning, the 
show was still a doubtful bet. Not 
too clear and ’way overboard on 
weepy hoke. Characters are well de- 
fined, but they don’t mean much 
amid such studio-searing melodra- 
matics. 

Yarn was about the childless 

Warings, Adam and Evelyn, and sour, 
jealous Aunt Mathilde. They’ve 
adopted the baby of Mrs. Gray, 
whose increasing waiis on the epi- 
sode caught took the line, ‘I know 
how poor I am—you needn’t rub it 
in—I’m just a woman who works in 
a mill, whose husband ran off and 
left her—you’re trying to take my 
baby away from me.’ By that time 
it was complete hysteria and, for- 
| tunately, fadeout. It was tedious 
| listening. 
i Of those heard, Lesley Woods had 
|a refreshingly cheery quality as 
Evelyn, but the others were stymied 
by the material. Apparently Oliver 
Barbour, who directs the program for 
| Transamerican, liked the script, for 
he stressed the histrionics in the per- 
formance. Pacing was good. 

Wheelock’s commercials for Camp- 
| bell’s vegetable soup had novelty and 
apparent sales punch and, as deliv- 
ered by Del Sharbutt, were stom- 
| ache-warming. Hobe. 








oung 








|to Daddy and Mother before going 
ito bed. He was kindly, but mascu- 
| linely dense, while his wife was the 
all-wise, all-seeing, all-knowing, but 
| not-saying-too-much eternal woman 
|and mother. It was straight-forward, 
| uncomplicated, readily-grasped and 
|} rather artful hoke. What will hap- 
| pen? wondered the announcer in the 
| teaser finale, ‘Only time will tell.’ 
| That was the only too-obvious bit on 
the show. 
theme music is unusual and effec- 
tive. Commercial used the line that 
Mrs. So-and-So is worn out 
washing hubby’s grimy overalls b2- 
cause she doesn’t know about P. & G. 
soap. 

Ford Summer Hour continues 
|}mixture of jazz and _ classics. 
| Although the program of Sunday 

(27) was a decided 


|ning of the 
| lacking. 


series, class was 


his numbers 
| Soloist 


were 
Frances 

singing was in Grieg’s 
Dich.” Felix Knight tenored a 
| creditable ‘La Fleur’ from ‘Carmen.’ 
|although the ‘A’ flats sounded a bit 
| forced, and lacking in resonance 
However, 
flat on the wnhrase ‘Et 
| chose a toi’ with a 
\ 


it * *PLsequent A 


very pleasant. 
Comstock 


petais une 
inging forte, and 
ricmuendo was 


sc.r ning seldom heard these days. | 


Balance of his singing unfortunately 
was not up to the rart set by this 
standard. Lynton Wells’ boost for 
Henrv Ford’s 78th birthday and Paul 
Wing’s questions and answers were 
quite dull. 





‘Reg’lar Fellers,’ the Jack Benny 


replacement Sunday nights on NBC- | 


| Red for Jello, has still not begun to 
| mesh. It consumes’ considerable 
| energy and uses the talents of some 
| capable radio craftsmen, but appar- 

ently general popularity just isn’t in 

the cards. Last Sunday (27) night’s 
| stanza had the comic-strip kids do- 
| ing a show at the home of their 


) . | school teacher, Miss Robbins. There | 
Sterne Carrington was pushing the | were several painstakingly-contrived | 


| complications leading to the key sit- 
| uation, but it seldom seemed credibie. 
| And the climactic situation itself 
wasn’t enacted on the air, but was 
| merely related in a few lines of sub- 
sequent dialog. Aside from the lat- 
the script was skillfully 


; turned the show into a babble an? 
| let any vlausibility evaporate. Ernie 
| Watson’s musical clues were unust’- 
ally expressive, and Harry von Zell’s 
narration-announcements were big- 
league. 


Use of a piano for the | 


from | | 


improvement | 
‘over the hodge-podge at the begin- ||)! 
still | 
Harry Horlick, wielding the baton, | 
is getting more out of the orchestra | | 
|than most of his predecessors, and | | 


best | 
‘Ich Liebe | 


his hitting the high ‘B’ | 


——— 


CAESAR PETRILLO ORCHESTRA 
With Dale Evans 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 12 m. CDST 

WBBM-CBS, Chicago 

This studio outfit gives out with a 
full half hour of music to satisfy the 
most discriminating. Show is good, 
straight music, interspersed with 
|}some first-rate vocalizing by Dale 
| Evans. Coming in at midnight, it is 
)a welcome relief from most of the 
| music flooding the airlanes and de- 
serves mention as such. 

There is a fullness to the band that 
can only be achieved with full sec- 
tions, and fine musicianship. The 
leader’s authoritative touch is con- 
stantly in evidence. Beautiful shad- 
ing by the violins and reeds, and the 
brass has an unusual clariity of tone. 
Arrangements are on the classical 
side. The band is also capable of 
kicking on the swing side, as evi- 
denced by its treatment of a rhyth- 
mic novelty, ‘Sergeant, Can You 
Spare a Girl?’ 

Dale Evans, a gal with fine con- 
ception of both ballads and swing 
tunes, got excellent results on ‘Every- 
thing Happens to Me’ and a Spanish 
tune, ‘Blen, Blen, Blen.’ She has 
range and her diction is excellent. 

At any time this band would be 
very listenable, but at this midnight 
spot, Petrillo and his crew should at- 
tract a large listening audience. 

Goid. 
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All we have on our shelves 
at WLOK is idea mer- 
They’re bright 
shining packages 
like the Meadow Gold | 
'|!| Title 
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Tunes production 


| 
ce 9 é ] 
which is drawing up to | 
|||, 4,000 pieces of mail per | 


program for the dairy- 


sponsor. We know our 


market, and surveys have 


||| proven the acceptance of 
| our station. We'd like to || 
||| build a selling program i 
|| for you. | 


| Let Us Get Our Mind 
|| on Your Business— 


and Watch Sales 


Grow ! 
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BLOCK AND SULLY 
‘Joe and Ethel Turp’ 
Dialog 

10 Mins.—Local} 
Sustaining 
Mon.-Tues.-Wed., 8 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

Jesse Block and Eve Sully have 
turned from vaudeville he-she jest- 
jng to semi-serious character aciing. 
Semi-serious because Damon Run- 
yan’s characters, Joe and Ethel Turp, 
are pretty broadly drawn to start 
with. These troupers do a very nice 
job being somebody else. 

Venture seems plausible as a ve- 
hicle to bring Block and Sully back 
to radio and, more particularly, into 
the zone of character delineation, 
rather than gagging. The first in- 
stallment, however, was conspicu- 
ous, lacking in incident, being in 
the form of a straightaway dialog 
between husband and wife. Ethel, 
before the mirror, brings up_ the 
subject of her growing happiness 
and keeps up a mosquito campaign 
of small, ourposeful, feminine mis- 
understandings of her husband’s 
perfectly innocent replies about her 
girth. He meantime wishes only to 
read the paper. 

It was standard domestic gab. As 
simple as a comic cartoon and per- 
haps as universal. The comedy 
thread was straight, free of sublety, 
easily understood by all. These are 
radio assets and Block and Sully 
correctly evaluate them. However, 
the first episode was considerably 
short in time and had no climax. It 
suggested that the Runyan pieces 
need much more free-handed adapta- 
tion for radio. 

Vaudevillians make a convincing 
Joe and Ethel. and. 


GENE O’HAIRE 
Newscast 
15 Mins. 
SWEETHEART SOAP 
M-W-F, 9:30 a.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Franklin Bruck) : 

O’Haire, who has handled a wide 
range of assignments on WGY since 
1928. is doing a news commentary 
for the first time. It’s also the initial 
instance where Sweetheart Soap has 
sponsored newscasts locally. Period 
selected is one at which women, fol- 


lowing the breakfast chores, will be) 


ready to give a listen. There are 
two earlier broadcasts of news, one 
interpretative and the other straight. 
Under the circumstances and handi- 
caps, O’Haire turns in a competent 
performance. He seems to be held 
pretty much to a roundup of news 
in the international, national, state 
and revionel fields. The assembling 


and editing might on occasions be} 


smoother, less weighed down by 
qualifying phrases like ‘it is said,’ 
‘according to claims,’ etc. 

O’Haire possesses a_ voice that 
wears well—he’s heard on_ three 
commercials, of different kinds, be- 
tween 7:15 and 8 am. It’s fine in 
tone and quality. Delivery is clear- 
cut. Jaco. 


COL. JIM HEALEY 
Commentary, Philosophy 
15 Mins.—Local 
CENTRAL SUPER MARKETS 
M.W.F., 6:30 p.m. 
WTRY, Troy 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

Healey, whose voice probably is 
familiar to more Capital District 
listeners than any other local miker, 
through almost nine years’ continu- 
ous broadcasting over WGY, is doing 
a new series for chain food markets. 
WTRY blocks are in addition to be- 
fore-breakfast periods for Union 
Leader tobacco, on WGY, the latter 
shots being aimed at rural audience. 
This, Healey’s first nightimer on 
WTRY, gives station a lift, and with 
popular sportscasts immediately pre- 
ceding it, ought to hold dialers 
against competition from other area 
stations. 


Healey seems to be feeling for a 
formula a bit different from that long 
used on WGY. Synthesis is not yet 
perfect. Commentary remains, but 
instead of philosophy-poetry depart- 
ment—a favorite with many knob 
twisters—there is a-‘*-rapbook Con- 
tribution.” Form is nuistorical essay, 
with overtones of philosophy and ex- 


hortation. Tied in with the merchan- | 
dising, copies of essays obtainable at | 


sponsor’s outlets. On a_ broadcast 
caught, Healey told on Irish story, 
with an RAF flier ‘lead.’ He likewise 
offered advice on preparation of cel- 
ery. Latter anble is more for femme 
householders and does not fit Healey’s 
style. Commentary was okay; es- 
Say was given beaucoup reading. 
Healey possesses a musical voice and 
an ear-easy ‘fireside chat’ manner. 
He handles delivery smoothly, a mid- 
way plug, but announcer’s_ intro 
spiel should be cut. Jaco. 
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‘STUDIO PLAYERS’ 

With Albert Morgan, Jean Heaton, 
Augusta Brocato, Ann Tarpey, Art 
Ford, Roy Ware, Nick Sforza, Jack 
De Persia, Artie Burns, Gus Chan 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 10:15 p.m. 

WWRL, New York 
Here’s an object lesson for all the 

would-be radio actors who con- 

stantly bemoan that nobody will 
give them a chance. It’s also worth 

a hearing by those directors and 

producers who keep saying (and 

sometimes even thinking) they're 
| looking for new voices and new tal- 
ent. Here, in other words, is a group 
of youngsters who want to get into 


about it. Something eager and fresh 
and impudent and novel and, yes, 
sometimes even exciting. 

The ‘Studio Players’ are kids who 
are employed at various kinds of 
jobs during the daytime and work 
at crashing radio at night. Not just 
talk about it and complain and day- 
dream, but work and plan and con- 
trive. They do a 30-minute dra- 
matic series Friday nights over 
WWRL, independent station in 
Woodside, Long Island. They’ve 
been doing their own scripts, pro- 
ducing and directing their own 
shows and acting all the parts. 
Lately, they’ve received a material 
windfall in William Kozlenko’s new 
volume of ‘100 Royalty-Free Radio 
Plays.’ Since they’re amateurs, 
they’re entitled to use anything in 
the book. 


On a recent Friday night, 
group did three short plays, 
from the Kozlenko collection and 
one of their own authorship. First 
two were Edwin Justus Wyman’s 
‘Revolt in Orthoepy’ and Theodore 
Brown’s ‘Alabama Fable’ Third 
was ‘How to Write a Radio Script,’ 
by Albert Mogan, actor-director of 
the Studio Players. ‘Revolt’ was an 
imaginative piece about an uprising 
by the letters of the alphabet. ‘Fable’ 
was a southern-accent version of 
‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ ‘How to 
Write a Radio Script’ was a bit of 


the 
two 


whimsy intended, as its author 
frankly explained, to fil! a seven- 
minute gap in the program. con- 


tained a reference to Norman Cor- 
win, currently writing-producing a 
series on CBS, and then remarked: 
‘If you don’t know who Norman 
Corwin is you might as well tune 
out right now.’ Defined Corwin as 
‘bounded on the north bv Orson 
Welles and on the south by Arch 
Oboler—he’s the Preston Sturgess of 
radio.” 


Naturally the entire production 
was subject to the limited facilities 
| of a small station, plus the fact that 
the youngsters have no budget—in 
fact, work for nothing. Acting was 
uneven, but the show as a whole was 
refreshing and distinctly entertain- 
ing. Of course it lacked the profes- 
siona] expertness of the commercials, 
but at the same time it was more 
listenable than many sponsored dra- 
matic programs. 


Gus Chan, said to be the only 
Chinese announcer in American 
radio, announces the series. He was 
previously a barker at sideshows and 
carneys. Stan Olman is technical 
supervisor. Hal “Algyer, formerly 
scripter and co-director of the group, 
is now a trainee at Fort Jackson, 
S. C., and is writer-producer of an 
NBC series originating at WCOS, 
Columbia, S. C. Apparently, to get 
on the networks he had to join the 
army. Hobe. 





‘ALLEN PRESCOTT PRESENTS’ 
With Diane Courtney, Hi, Lo, Jack 
and a Dame, Jimmy Lytell orch 

| 3@ Mins. 

| Sustaining 

| Daily, 10:45 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Allen Prescott is an amusing guy. 
He’s been getting chuckles with his 
‘Wife Saver’ strip show for years, 
and recently added another divert- 
ing series called ‘Sincerely Yours.’ 
Now he’s merged the two, added a 
femme vocalist, a quartet and an 
orchestra, and is offering this five- 
a-week 30-minute vzriety stanza 
titled ‘Allen Prescott Presents.’ It’s 
pretty good, particularly when Pres- 
cott is dishing his off-the-elbow 
fooling. 
| As caught Wednesday (16) morn- 
| ing, Prescott’s intro patter seemed a 
trifle forced and his featherweight 
crossfire with vocalist Diane Court- 
|ney needed a few weeks of perform- 
ance to mesh into form, but his 
household hints session and the news 
novelties brought from his two for- 
mer programs retained their same 
infectious wit. He fluffed lines sev- 
eral times, but was invariably quick 
enough to turn them into added 
laughs. 

Miss Courtney is a pleasing singer. 
She has a pliant lyric voice, nice 
tonal color and okay diction, plus 
an ingratiating mike manner. Hi, 
Lo, Jack and a Dame, vocalists, 
offered an attractively lively har- 
mony version of the oldie ‘Shoo Fly.’ 

Jimmy Lytell’s 15-piece studio or- 
chestra was all right. When it’s 
been on the air a while, the show 
should be much smoother, but it may 
also lose some of its present fresh- 
ness, Hobe. 














Belle Martin of the CBS education 
staff in N. Y. has collabed with Gene 
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Stefan on a_ half-hour patriotic 


| series, ‘In America We Say—’ 


radio and who're doing something | 


| THOSE WERE THE DAYS’ | 
| Variety 
| 30 Mins.—Local | 
| GRIESEDIECK BROS. BEER 
Friday, 6:30 p.m. 
KMOX, St. Louis 
It’s rare enough that a live talent ; 
| program originates in a local studio. | 
|This one sponsorcd by one of the | 
jlargest time buyers among the | 
numerous — suds-concoctors here- | 
| abouts proved a click. Standard set 
by the initial broadcast was high. | 
| High enough to be tough to follow. | 
| Used Rader and Woodward, an old 
| vaude comedy duo. Gags made for | 
| okay mirth if some were on the | 
corny side. Cindy Martin, a Kansas 
| City songbird, did a soubrette-ballad 
‘stint for this program. Local stand- 
bys are Bert Granville, a tenor with 
pleasant pipes who leans to the 
semi-classical; Fry Cheshire, a 
maestro of the station's hillbilly 
galaxy who doubles as m.c. (and 


warbler) and John Jacobs, who sells 
the suds. 


Although the program is akin to 
‘The Gay Nineties’ on CBS, there is 
enough of ‘the good old days’ to 
localize the nostalgia. For instance, 
some of the ditties bring back memo- 
ries of the days when the Planters 
hotel was the rendezvous of the St. 
Louis upper crust and the St. Louis 
World’s Fair of 1904 was big stuff. 
Initialer opened with a surprisingly 
brief commercial, an intro for 
Cheshire and the orch banging over 
‘Ta Ra Ra Boon. De Ay.’ Cheshire 
pulled a Scotch gag, not bad, and 
brought on the quartet that sang 
‘The Band Played On.’ 





Soubrette Martin, after another 
brief commercial, scored with her 
warbling of ‘Bill Bailey’ with 


Cheshire reading the words against 
the music of the second chorus. 
Then Granville scored with his in- 
terp of ‘Believe Me, If All Those 
Endearing Young Charms.’ A com- 
edy routine, dished out in machine- 
gun rapidity by Rader and Wood- 
ward, filled the next slot and they 
sounded and worked like they were 
in a vaude house. 


Free ducats to shows gives malt 


}a philanderer. 





ADOLPHE MENJOU-VERREE 
TEASDALE with Verna Felton, Ed 
Max, Jerry Moore, Kathleen Fitz, 
Arthur Q. Bryan 

‘Deductions Deluxe’ 

Slapstick Mystery 

30 Mins. 

FORECAST No. 5 

Monday, 9:30 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


Adolphe Menjou impersonates 


| Roger Boone in this one, Verree 
Teasdale (Mrs. Menjou) playing his | 


wife. Boone is a drinker, a gamb!cr, 
Also a detective. His 
wife is a wisecracker. She sobers 
him up, plants the plot, answers the 
phone and helps keep the crimes 


from becoining gruesome. Keith 
Fowler and Frank Galen _ intend 
these events to be giggly, crunchy 
and as fast-moving as a pickpocket 
in a subway mob. Things are sup- 
posed to happen too fast for the lis- 
tener to pause to reason why. 

Take Fowler and Galen by their 
own literary clues and where were 
you on the night of July 28? An- 
swer—in a broad smirk. It was all 
pretty preposterous, but the lines 
came bouncing along, the plot was 
‘sincere’ even within the framework 
of lunatic behaviour, the cracks were 
bright. Let’s say that most listeners 
would probably be guilty of enjoy- 
ing themselves and consider that a 


good enough standard. Can _ they 
duplicate? Prove it and they’ll tune 
in, in enough numbers to please 


everybody. 

Those pupils who get around reg- 
ularly have seen Mr. and Mrs. Men- 
jou in his cross-fire patter act be- 
fore. Which adds the gravy of fa- 
miliarity to the solid meat and po- 
tatoes of broad hoke. Menjou and 
Teasdale are, of course, trademarked 
and standard entertainment mer- 
chandise. 


The authors directed their own 
didoes. They got away with plenty 
that was silly because all of it was 
disarmingly engaging. ‘Deductions 
Deluxe’ is not farce. It was farce 
originally perhaps; but that was be- 
fore they gagged it up into a vaude- 


| DUDLEY DIGGES 

|‘Pibby and the Houlihans’ 

| With Farrell Pelly, Mary Michael, 
| Eleanor Lynn 

Irish Comedy 

30 Mins. 

FORECAST No. 4 

Monday, 9 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

Sure and it’s an amusing set of 
Irishmen and situations that George 
|Corey has set down on paper for 
Dudley Digges and a cast of uncred- 
ited actors to put over on the air. 
The Houlihans, and particularly the 
lord of the clan, Pibby, have been 
elimnsed before in a full-length play 
by the same author who has now 
; broken up the farce-with-a-brogue 
| into radio installments for the bait- 
ing of sponsors, 
|} As number four of the ‘looking 
| forward’ of CBS, which passes by 
| the inclusive name of ‘Forecast,’ the 
| Corey piece was pretty steadily di- 
| verting in the tradition of the Abbey 
| Players, which is a tradition requir- 
jing no apology, b’gorry. 

Pibby Houlihan is an amiable 
loafer with a natural affinity for 
trouble. The mental processes of the 
man might be compared to a spring 
|in a bumpy and_ badly-mended 
;couch that keeps breaking loose, 
|causing much discomfort to all and 
‘sundry. A fine talent for ridiculous 
situations is encased in a brogue as 
|old sod as sweaters on teapots. As 
brought to life by Dudiey Digges, 
| that man from Dublin, the character 
of Pibby is an infectious old rattle- 
brain. 

Author Corey’s sharp ear for Irish 
nuance and nice sense of fast plot- 
ting has received a happy embroi- 
dery of musical shamrockia which 
captures and enhances the mood of 
the piece. For this Charles Paul may 
take a bow. 

Designed for fun and consistently 
amiable. Land. 








Gerald Cock, American rep of the 
British Broadcasting Corp., will be 
interviewed today (Wed.) on CBS 
television. Until the war he was 
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On the Columbia Pacific Network you 


cover all the West —big cities, towns 


to population. Your sales story enters 
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On the Columbia Pacific Network! 


And that’s the average cost, not the lowest!* 


night, 14¢ cents each by day.* 
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Columbia-Pacific coverage is so complete, time costs so low, that adver- 


tisers cover the West’s cities and towns for pennies, too... 21¢ apiece at 


cottage. You support all your dealers, 


wherever they are, whomever they sell. 


more advertisers use more 


time on Columbia-Pacific than on any 


other network in the West. 


No matter how much...or how little... you have to spend, the best way 


to make every penny count in the West is to use the Columbia Pacific 


*Details on request, gladly! 
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Palace Hotel, San Francisco 
Columbia Square, Los Angeles 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Represented by RADIO SALES with offices located in New York, Chicago, Detroit. St. Louis and Charlotte 
































RFR Chae 


oh er 


oe 





32 CONCERT 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1941 





43.000 Gross for Central City Opera: 


Big Turnaway 


for Lack of Seats 








Denver, July 29. 

Some 20.000 persons paid in 
around $43,000 for the three-week 
opera season at the Central City 
Opera House. House, which seats 
750, had a $5 top opening night, got 
$2.50 top most nights, spent $35 in 
postage to return money orders for 
ticket orders it could not fill. Dur- 
ing final two weeks of a three-week 
geason the house had a $500 daily 
loss for lack of space. Justin Briere- 
ly, business manager, estimates 
there were 18,000 disappointees this 
year compared to 8,000 last year. 

Operas this year were ‘Barber of | 
Seville’ for 14 performances and 
‘Orpheus’ for 11 repeats. Against 
the gross of $43,000 more than $54,- 
000 was spent on the two produc- 
tions, with around $10,000 more be- 
ing spent on the related activities of 


the play festival. The difference 
was guaranteed in advance, so the 
association, a non-profit group, 


starts planning for next year free 
of debt. Other expenses covered ad- 
ministration, police, placing of a 
narrow-guage railroad engine, coal 
ear and combination baggage and 
passenger car in Central City as a 
permanent exhibit; boarding and 
housing of a square dance troupe 
that performed in a barn across 
from the Teller House, a_ hotel 
operated by the association. (The 
hotel represents a separate opera- 
tion and is not represented by the 
above figures.) 


Anne Evans, the principal backer 
ef the festival, died during the past 
year. She was tireless in her ef- 
forts and donated all she could out 
of her income every month. 


Robert Edmond Jones and Frank 
St. Leger produced, with St. Leger 
also directing the music, with Karl 
Kritz as assistant. Herbert Graf 
staged the productions. Singers in- 
cluded John Carter, Louis D’Angelo, 
Stella Andreva, John Brownlee, 
Nino Ruisi, Paul Kwartin, Larry 
Bolton, Edwina Eustis, Anna Kaskas 
and Margit Bokor. Frank Gates did 
the sets. 


Rosenbaum of WFIL 
Quits as President Of 
Robin Hood Dell, Philly 


Philadelphia, July 29. 


Samuel R. Rosenbaum resigned 
suddenly yesterday (Mon.) as presi- 
dent of the Robin Hood Dell Con- 
certs. He gave as the reason ‘the 
press of outside business responsi- 
bilities” Also bowing out at the 
same time was Benjamin Ludlow, 
vice-president, who used the same 
reason for his resignation. Both 
will continue as members of the 
board of directors. Rosenbaum is 
vice-president of the large real es- 
tate firm of Albert M. Greenfield & 
Co., president of WFIL, chairman of 
the board of Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates, as well as serving 
on the boards of Lit Brothers store, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, and other 
enterprices. Ludlow is a prominent 
attorney. 

Succeeding Rosenbaum as Dell 
president is Henry Mcllhenny, cura- 








Opera ‘Comedy’ Clicks 





Central City, Colo., July 29. 

Edward Johnson, Metropolitan 
Opera general manager, stopping 
off here last week on his way 
from New York to the Coast, 
was admittedly impressed by a 
performance of ‘The Barber of 
Seville’ in English. 

What apparently surprised 
Johnson was the way Central 
City audiences, presumably less 
opera-wise than those in New 
York, almost rolled in the aisles 
at the ‘Barber’ comedy. At the 
Met, Johnson said, opera-goers 
regard the piece as ‘light,’ but 
react seriously to it. General 
manager reiterated, however, 
that a good translation is es- 
sential. 

After confabs with singers on 
the Coast, Johnson expects to 
return to New York during the 
week of Aug. 18. 














tor of decorative arts of the Phila- 
delphia Art Museum. Henry E. 
Gerstley, manufacturer and presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Opera Com- 
pany, is the new vice-president. C. 
David Hocker continues as Dell 
manager and secretary. 


CHARLES KULLMAN 
T0 SOUTH AMERICA 


Charles Kullman, Met tenor, leaves 
by plane for South America July 31. 
He will make seven appearances at 
the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires in 
*Meistersinger’ and the ‘Magic Flute.’ 
He returns to the U.S. Sept. 26 by 
plane. 

Kullman is booked for a tour of 
the Coast and North West of 10 dates 
between Oct. 8 and Oct. 29 when he 
rejoins the San Francisco Opera Co. 
to sing in ‘L’Amore Dei Tre Re.’ Re- 
turning east he sings concerts in 
Cedar Rapids, Akron, and Fort 
Wayne, before re-joining the Met. 








Grace Moore's 
Tosca Big B.0. 
In Cincy Heat 


Cincinnati, July 29. 

Appearance of Grace Moore in 
two performances of ‘Manon’ last 
week hypoed the Cincinnati Summer 
Opera ta its top-week attendance 
at the two-thirds mark of the sea- 
son. Miss Moore magneted 3,363 ad- 
missions July 20 and set the current 
season’s high Thursday (24) with 
3,701 listeners. Michael Bartlett sang 
opposite her. 


Week’s draw was 16,133 and, ac- 
cording to Oscar F. Hild, general 
manager helped boost the total at- 
tendance for the first four weeks 
14,422 higher than for the same 
stretch last year. 

‘Aida,’ with Rose Bampton, Kirs- 
ten Thorborg and Arnoldo Lindi, had 
2,137 auditors Tuesday (22) and 
2,662 Friday (25). Attendance for 
‘Boheme, with Rose Tentoni and 
William Hain, was 1,424 Wednesday 
(23) and 2,847 Saturday (26). 

In her ‘La Tosca’ debut Sunday 
(27) night, Miss Moore drew an esti- 
mated 3,177. Temperature that day 
was 105 degrees, Cincy’s hottest in 
years. With Miss Moore in ‘La 
Tosca’ were Angelo Pilotto and Mi- 
chael Bartlett. They repeat the per- 
formance tonight (29). On hand 
to view it are several music critics 
from New York and Chicago. Miss 
Moore flies from here to Rio de 
Janeiro in an American bomber 
piloted by U. S. airmen. In Rio she 
will appear as Fiora in ‘L’Amore Dei 
Tre Rei.’ 


MYRTA SILVA’S LATIN 
REVUE TO THE COAST 


Myrta Silva, Puerto Rican rhumba 
singer, is en route to California to 
head the company of 24 Latin sing- 
ers, dancers, comedians and musici- 
ans in the ‘Pan-American Revue,’ 














a | which plays the swank Lobero the- 


Barbara, fiesta week, 
lopening Aug. 4. Follows Ingrid 
Bergman in David Selznick’s stage 
revival of ‘Anna Christie.’ 

Senorita Silva recently completed 
a tour in the deluxe film theatres in 
Puerto Rico, Cuba, Venezuela, Co- 
lombia, Ecuador, Panama and Mex- 
ico. Rena Askin, widow of Harry 
Askin, the Sousa Band impresario, 
arranged this attraction especially 
for the fiesta. It* will not play else- 
where. Constance Snow, Washing- 
ton, D. C., concert manager, is 
angling to present Silva and her 
orchestra for a week at the ultra 
Wardman Park theatre under spon- 
sorship of the diplomatic corps in 
November. 

In the cast with Myrta Silva are 
Rita Montoya, Fernando del Toro, 
Hermanas Cortez, Cantu, Armand 
and Lita, Carmen Salazar, Raquel 
and Ricardo, Los Gatos Grotesco, 
Pantera, and Aguilar’s Rhumba Or- 


latre, Santa 








chestra. 


Name Opera Dates 


(July 30-Aug. 9) 

‘Pagliacci’—(Giovanni Martinelll, 
Robert Weede, Vivian della Chiesa) 
Cincinnati (30). 

‘Trovatore’—(Robert Weede) Cin- 
cinnati (3), 

‘Traviata’—(Jarmila Novotna, Jan 
Peerce; Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
Gaetano Merola cond.) Hollywood 
Bowl (4). 

‘Faust’—(Vivian 
Cincinnati (5). 

‘Rigoletto’— (Robert 
Peerce) Cincinnati (7). 


COCA-COLA TO 
STAY CLASSICAL 
ON AIR 


Guest soloists on the Coca-Cola 
program for the next six weeks in- 
clude John Carter, Sunday (3); Rose 
Bampton, Aug. 10; Donald Dickson, 
Aug. 17; Gladys Swarthout, Aug. 24; 
Eleanor Steeper, Aug. 31, and James 
Melton, Sept. 7. 

Format of the series may be 
slightly revised when the present 13- 
week cycle expires in November, but 
it will not go all-pop, as recently re- 
ported. Nor has there been any move 
to add Jane Froman to the cast, with 
Andre Kostelanetz. 

Possible that another m.c. may suc- 
ceed Albert Spalding, but that is 
completely indefinite as yet. Inten- 
tion is to keep the show’s present 
light-classical format. 


GALLO'S SEVEN 
IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, July 29. 
Fortuno Gallo’s San Carlo Opera 
Co. will present seven operas here 
from Aug. 15 to Aug. 19 on the 
aquatic stage of the Watergate. 
Operas to be given include ‘Travi- 
ata,’ ‘Butterfly,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Carmen,’ 
‘Martha,’ ‘Trovatore,’ ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ 
‘Butterfly’ and ‘Martha’ 
sung in English. . 


Otto Robinson (Freitag), 
Once With Vienna Opera 





della Chiesa) 


Weede, Jan 














will be 








Mexico City, July 29. 

Otto Freitag, an American citizen 
who was Mexican representative of 
Servel, Inc., died here Saturday (26) 
of food poisoning. He was 58. For 
some 15 years Freitag sang baritone 
roles (as Otto Robinson) with the 
Vienna Opera company and with 
other opera companies in Europe. 
He was a member in the early 1900’s 
of the training school of the Metro- 
politan opera in New York before 
going to Europe to further his mu- 
sical studies. 

The son of a once famous Ameri- 





'can athlete, John Peter Freitag, the 
deceased is survived by an aetor 
son, now in Switzerland, and a sis- 
ter, Mrs. Wilhelmina Mason of New 
: York City; also a niece, Mrs. Lou 
| Handin, wife of the president of the 
| National Variety Artists of New 
York. 


| 





Lucy Monroe Sings Under 
Baton of Chas. O’Connell 


Lucy Moore will open the first of 
a series of programs entitled ‘Sing, 
America, Sing,’ at Watergate, Wash- 
ington, Monday (4), in which the 
soprano will appear as soloist with 
the National Symphony orchestra 
under Charles O’Connell (of RCA) 
in a Victor Herbert program to start 
off the festivities, and then conduct 
a community sing for the audience 
thereafter. 

All proceeds go to the U.S.O., and 
25,000 are expected to attend at 
prices from 25¢c to $1. Some 70 
songs with the orchestra will be 





used in the last half of the program. 


Dies in Mexico City 


N.Y. Appeals Court Rules AGMA 
May Again Sue AFM in 


Supreme Ct 





Pons Jams Philly Dell 


Philadelphia, July 29. 


Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
at Robin Hood Dell, Monday (22) 
drew 13,500 attendance. Standees 
were five deep in the aisles. 

Management attempted to use 
ropes to hold crowds in check, but 
women, bringing scissors with them, 
cut the barriers, precipitating a near 
riot, 








Columbia Discs for Pons 

Lily Pons has signed a recording 
contract with Columbia, marking an 
end to an RCA Victor association 
which has lasted about a decade. The 
coloratura originally recorded for 
Columbia abroad before coming here 
in 1931. 

Pons will make an operatic and 
song album with her husband, Andre 
Kostelanetz, for fall release, 


Lily Pons 
Rained Out 
At Lewisohn 


Lily Pons’ vaunted boast that the 
skys are always blue when she sings 
was only partially correct Monday 
(27), as the coloratura after finishing 
two numbers of her Lewisohn Sta- 
dium Concert was rained out of the 
balance. Program was repeated 
yesterday (Tuesday). Some 10,000 
people gathered to hear the singer 
who delivered herself of a fair ‘The 
Nightingale’ and an excellent ‘Lo 
Hear the Gentle Lark’ before the 
deluge occurred. 

Andre Kostelanetz led the Phil- 
harmonic in a brilliant reading of 
the ‘Star Spangled Banner,’ but was 
unable to accomplish much with 
Weinberger’s ‘Under a Spreading 
Chestnut Tree.’ 

Good weather but not good attend- 

ance prevailed last week, with Tues- 
day (22) drawing 3,000 admissions 
paying $1,600 to hear an all Russian 
program. Wednesday (23), 3,400 
people paid $1,800 and on Thursday 
(24), after Tschaikowsky’s sixth sym- 
phony, Charles Kullman, Met tenor 
and Jarmila Novotna, Met soprana, 
appeared in exerpts from ‘Eugene 
Onegin,’ and ‘Pique Dame.’ (The 
tenor was not in good voice, grum- 
bling at a middle ‘C’, and forcing on 
a top ‘B’ flat. He seems to think he 
had to give too much in the open 
air, The soprano displayed more in 
in an aria from ‘Pique Dame.’ In 
poise and svelte appearance. Both 
looked more like pix stars than 
operatic singers; on Friday (25), 
Bach, Hayden, Brahms, Hindemith, 
Gounod and Tschaikowsky, fared not 
so well, with 2,500 in attendance and 
$1,200 in the till. 

For Saturday (26) the orchestra 
moved to the Flushing Meadow Park, 
where some 5,000 admissions ac- 
counted for $2,600. 

Sunday (27), Mendelssohn, Brahms, 
Bruch and Delius drew 4,000 to hear 
John Corigliano play the Bruch con- 
certo for violin. Receipts were 
slightly under $1,900, 

Lily Pons leaves by train 
Tuesday (5) for the Coast, where 
she and Andre _ Kostelanetz are 
scheduled for a joint concert Aug. 12 
in Hollywood Bowl. Kostelanetz 
will remain in 
Coca-Cola broadcast Aug. 10, planing 
out immediately afterward so as to 
arrive in time for rehearsals the day 
before the concert. 

Pair will then go to Mexico City 
for a 10-day vacation. However, 
Kostelanetz will have to plane to 
New York and back for his Aug. 17 
broadcast. 








next 





Castagna in Brazil 


Rio de Janeiro, July 29. 


Bruna Castagna, Met contralto, 
will sing at the opera season here 
from Aug. 5 to Oct. 1. The Italian 
contralto has just finished a season 
at the Colon in Buenos Aires. 

She will appear in Bellini’s ‘Fa- 
vorita’ during August, marking the 
100th anniversary of the death of 








the composer, 


+> 


New York for his| % 
cinnati (31, 2); Oklahoma City (6); 


New York State Court of Appeals, 
in a decision handed down yester- 
day (Tuesday) at Albany, granted 
the American Guild of Musical Ar- 
tists’ appeal for the right to sue in 
N. Y. supreme court for a perma- 
nent injunction against the American 
Federation of Musicians and its presi- 
dent, James C. Petrillo. Five judges 
concurred and two dissented. AFM 
was assessed costs of the action. 

Although the wording of the 
lengthy decision wasn’t available in 
New York at VAarieEtTy’s press time, 
granting of AGMA’s plea sets aside 
the previous ruling of the Appellate 
Division, which refused AGMA a 
temporary injunction and dismissed 
its complaint seeking a permanent 
stay. Case is thereby apparently 
tossed back to the Supreme Court 
for trial, with Henry Jaffe, AGMA 
attorney, indicating he would prob- 
ably start permanent injunction ac- 
tion at once. That would likely mean 
the case would come to trial in the 
October term. Samuel Seabury and 
Henry A. Friedman represent Pet- 
rillo. 

AGMA plea for an injunction is in- 
tended to prevent Petrillo from car- 
rying out his threat of barring from 
radio, recordings, films, the concert 
stage or other professional fields any 
artist who disregards his demand to 
resign from AGMA and join the 
AFM. Supreme Court Judge Ferdi- 
nand Pecora, who first heard the 
case, granted a preliminary stay, but 
Supreme Court Judge Aaron Steuer 
subsequently refused a temporary 
injunction and the Apellate Division 
later dismissed AGMA’s complaint. 
Pending trial of the permanent in- 
junction action, the situation be- 
tween the two unions will probably 
continue to remain in abeyance. 


NICHOLAS MOSCONA’S 
~ 3 WITH PHILHARMONIC 


Nicholas Moscona, Greek basso of 
the Met, has been engaged for three 
performances of Mozart’s Requiem 
with the N. Y. Philharmonic Orches- 
tra at Carnegie on Nov. 6, 7 and 9. 

Conductor will be Bruno Walter. 











Leonard Warren Concerts 
On Prince Edward Island 


Leonard Warren, Met baritone, 
opens his fall season with a tour of 
Prince Edward Isiands. 

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
follow in early October. 








Name Concert Dates 


(July 30-Aug. 9) 





read- 
orch) 


Brian Aherne—(dramatic 
ings to music, with Phila. 
Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (31). 

Jascha Heifetz—(with N. P. Phil- 
harmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N. Y. 
(31); (with Los~Angeles Philhar- 
monic), Hollywood Bowl (7). 

Jose Iturbi—(cond. Los Angeles 
Philharmonic), Hollywood Bowl 
(31). 

Saul Caston—(cond. Phila. orch) 
Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (4, 5, 7). 


Pierre Monteux — (cond. Phila, 
orch) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. 
(30-1). 


Alexander Smallens—(cond. N. Y. 
Philharmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N. 
Y. (8-9). 

James Melton — 
Swarthout, Cincinnati 


(with Gladys 
opera), Cin- 


Tulsa, Okla. (7). 

Bruno Walter—(cond. Los Angeles 
Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl (1). 

Hans Wilhelm Steinberg—(cond. 
N. Y. Philharmonic) Lewisohn sta- 
dium, N. Y. (30-4). 

John Barbirolli—(cond. Los An- 
geles Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl 
(7-8), 

Harold Bauer—(with N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N. Y. 
(4). 

Herman Adler—(cond. N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N. Y. 
(5-7). 

Helen Traubel—(with N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic) Lewisohn stadium (6). 

Larry Adler—(with N. Y. Philhar- 
monic) Lewisohn stadium, N. Y. (9). 

John Charles Thomas— (with Phila. 
orch) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (5). 

Serge Koussevitzky—(cond. Bos- 
ton symph) Berkshire festival, 





Stockbridge, Mass. (31, 2, 8, 7, 9). 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after nume of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price) 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Hand Hotel Played Week Qn Date 
Bobby Byrne..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 7 700 5,725 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).......... o« 2,125 31,600 
Will Bradley...... AME (LAER: TECGE). 2... vcccccsccces 2 2,375 4,600 
Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 7 425 2,950 
Ray Kinney*.....- Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50).......... 15 1.100 19,750 
Johnny Long*.....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 7 1,400 9,150 
Hal Saunders ... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 10 375 4,125 
gemmene 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
miujor draw 





Chicago 

Jimmy Dorsey ‘Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 700; $1-$2 min.). In final 
week Dorsey finished with the fine total of 5,800 payees. Benny Goodman 
band opened Friday (25), and came through with a strong weekend of 
2,400 customers, to start of what looks to be a good money stay. 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 supper min.). 
Ennis has proven a real pull in this spot, bettering last year’s biz day by 
day ever since he opened. Considering that Ennis works only six nights, 
biz is exceptionally good; 4,300 covers the past week. 

Boyd Raeburn* (Chez Paree; 509; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Excellent show, 
beaded by Milton Berle, keeps the business up in this nitery. Another 
great week, with 4,900 customers. 

Jimmy Joy* 4Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy con- 
tinues to do well, drawing 2,400 patrons for the past week. 


Los Angeles 

Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900; $1-$1.50). Holding to his average of 
around 2,500 covers weekly, somewhat surprising in view of his long 
stand at this class grotto. 

Chuck Foster (Biltmore Bowl, Biltmore Hotel: 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). 
Another long-stander; pulled in nearly 4,000 customers last week. Closes 
eight months run Aug. 24, to be followed by Carl Ravazza. 

Woody Herman (Palladium: 6,000; 55c-$1.10). Youngster showed he’s in 
for a profitable stand by clicking off 21,000 payees in first stanza of six 
weeks’ stand. 

Harry Owens (Aquatic Room, Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica: 500; 50c-$1). 
Playing four nights a week for a 1,200 aggregate. Stays on through Sept. 7. 

Hal Grayson (Casino, Catalina Island: 4,000; 28c-44c). Not much im- 
provement and just managed to get past the 10,000 mark. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Trianon, Southgate: 1,200; 40c-55c). 
start, with only a few over 2,000 turning out. 

arts. 

r Charlie Barnet (Casa Manana, Cluver City: 2,000; 55c). Disappointing 
takeoff on his six-week stand and opening stanza brought out not more 
than 3,000 hoofers. 


Off to a slow 


San Francisco 


Carl Ravazza* (Rose Room, Palace Hotel: 350; 50c-$1.25). Second week 
only $25 under the first here, with 1,450 covers spelling swelligant returns, 





Jimmy Dorsey's 2612 Mob at Dayton; 
Monroe-Krupa Combo Whammo 4,100 


Jimmy Dorsey (Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., July 25). At $1.25 per they 
tumbled in in steady stream for Dorsey; 2,612 for gross of $3,265. At 





Buckeye Lake, O., Saturday (26) band again hit terrific draw with 2,413 | 


at $1.25 advance, $1.42 door. Monday (28) the band clocked ‘best yet’ 2,700 
at $1 at Arena, London, Ont., Can., despite ‘terrific heat.’ 

Vaughn Monroe-Gene Krupa (Kimball's Starlight B., Lynnfield, Mass., 
July 22). Monroe and Krupa paired for a terrific draw here; 4,100 at 
$1.10 for total take of $4,510. 

Count Basie (Roseland-State B., Boston, July 26). In withering heat 
Basie drew 1,900 at 55c-65c. 
Mass., Sunday (27) band drew 2,000 at 75c. 

Lou Breese (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., July 24-26). Breese, 
under-rated, proved big surprise, drawing 8,300 at $1.35 couple for three- 
day gross of $5,602: 2.100 Thursday, 2,800 Friday, 3,400 Saturday. 

Larry Clinton (Modernistic B., Milwaukee, July 27). 2,000 dancers at 
55c 


Al Donahue (Saylor’s Lake, Saylorsburg, Pa. July 26). They didn’t go | 


for Donahue here. Low $360 from 425 dancers at 85c on a clear Saturday 
night. 

Frankie Masters (Pavilion. Port Stanley, Ont., Can., July 23). Masters 
did very well, pulling over 1,800 at 85c to gross $1,662; next day (24) at 
Summer Gardens, Kitchener, Ont., draw was good 1,432; Summer Gardens, 
Hamilton, Ont. (25), returned fair $1,000 from 1,100; Celeron Park, James- 
town, N. Y., Sunday (26) the pull equalled almost 1,200 for $1,044, second 
best by 43 stubs to Vaughn Monroe. 


Johnny Messner (Sayior’s Lake, Savlorsburg, Pa.. July 23). Messnet1 
Grew smallest crowd of season here; 350 at 85c for $300. 

Alvine Rey (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., July 21-23). Following 
£0ck weekend (17-19) of $5,400, Rey continued big with 1,200 Monday; 
1,800 Tuesday, 2.300 Wednesday, at $1.35 couple for $3,577. Six days drew 


13.300 hoofers for gross of $8,977. 

alate Sullivan-Benny Carter (Two Spot B., Jacksonville, Fla., July 22). 
Singer-band combo drew nice 1,016 at $1.10 here. At Aud., Atlanta (24) 
Pair picked up fair $1,100 from 1,200 at 75c-85c. Business boomed at 
Municipal Aud., Birmingham, Ala. (25) where duo drew 3,800 at $1 top 
for gross of $3,100. 


Lawrence Welk (Excelsior Park B., Minneapolis, July 23). Temp of 104 


held pull to light 800 at 66c advance, 88c at door. Month ago Welk drew | 


2,100 in same spot. 
Harry James (Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, July 27). 
plenty for both sides, 


_— — 


Gill’s Aluminum Stunt | Will Osborne in Frisco 


Fine 1,950 at 77c, 








| Will Osborne’s orch goes into the 
| St. Francis hotel, San Francisco, for 
‘a minimum eight-week run begin- 
ning Aug. 21. 

William Morris office agented. 


Auburndale, Mass., July 29. 
A truckload of aluminum was col- 
lected at Totem Pole Ballroom here | 
(24), when operator Roy Gill per- | 
mitted ladies free admission if they | 
brought a piece of the metal. | 
Gill then passed the aluminum O., 





Cecoanut Grove Ballroom, Toledo, 
now undergoing redecoration, 


along to town officials handling the | will open Sept. 6. Home~ Nightin- 
national defense drive. 


' gale, manager. 





Band little known in these | 


Into Kimball’s Starlight Park, Lynnfield, 





Band Bookings 


, Frankie Masters, Aug. 2, Saylor’s 
| Lake, Saylorsburg, Pa.; 16, Sunny- 

brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 23, Hershey 
| Park, Hershey, Pa.; 27, Ocean City, 


| 











} Md. 4 
Jan Savitt, Aug. 29, Hamilton 
Beach, Hamilton, Ont., Can.: 30, 


Aud., Rochester, N. Y.; 31, Pleasure 


| Beach, Bridgeport, Conn. 
' Harry James, Aug. 5, Aud., Roch- 
jester, N. Y.; 6, Hecla Park, Belle- 
| fonte, Pa.; 7, Lakewood Park, Ma- 
hanoy City, Pa. 

Russ Morgan, Aug. 18, Firemen’'s 
Ball, Portsmouth, R. I. 


Bill McCune, Aug. 13, Hershey 


lor’s Lake, Saylorsburg, Pa.: 18, 
week, Totem Pole B., Auburndale, 
Mass. 

Les Hite, Aug. 9, Turner’s Arena. 
Washington, D. C.; 10, Edgewater 
Reach, Baltimore. 

Muggsy Spanier, Aug. 16, week, 
Idora Park, Youngstown, O. 

Barney Rapp, Aug. 14, two weeks, 
Arcadia B., New York. 

Tommy Reynolds, Aug. 12, week 
Coonamassett C., Falmouth Beach, 
Cape Cod, Mass. 

Glenn Miller, Aug. 15, Danceland, 
|Sylvan Beach, N. Y.; 16, Conneaut 
| Lake Park, Conneaut, Pa.; 18, Lake- 
wood Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 22, 
Wheeling Park, Wheeling, W. Va.; 
23, Casa Loma B., Charleston, W. 
Va.; 30-31, Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
iN. J. Sept. 1, Hershey Park, Hershey, 
|Pa.; 5, week, RKO Boston theatre, 
| Boston; 26, Earle theatre, Philadel- 
| phia. 
| Al Deonakue, Aug. 3, Pleasure 
| Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn. 





Lawrence Welk, Aug. 30, indef.. 
Trianon B., Chicago. 
Ralph Barlow, Aug. 1, Manitou 


bana, O. 

Charlie Agnew, Aug. 9-15, Cabanas 
Club, Urbana, O. 

Ace Brigode, Aug. 1-3, Oriental B.. 
Delavin, Wis.; 9-15, Chippewa 
Lake, O. 
| Rudy Bundy, Aug. 1-10, New Ca- 
| sino, Walled Lake, Mich. 
| Ray Herbeck, Aug. 1-9, Kenny- 
| wood Park, Pittsburgh; 10-23, Gen- 
| eva-on-the-Lake, O. 
| Tiny Hill, Aug. 1-9, Avalon B., 
| Niles, Mich.; 10-16, Kennywood Park, 
| Pittsburgh; 18-24, Enna Jettick Park, 
| Auburn, N. Y.; 26-Sept. 1, Excelsior 
| Park, Excelsior, Minn. 
| Herbie Holmes, Aug. 1-3, Euclid 
Beach Park, Cleveland; 4-10, Enna 
Jettick Park, Auburn, N. Y. 

Hal Leonard, Aug. 1, Cabanas C., 
Urbana, O.; 2-8, Chippewa Lake, O.: 
12-Sept. 7, New Casino, Walled Lake, 


Mich. 
Maxine Sullivan- Benny Carter, 
Aug. 1, Aud., Shreveport, La.; 3, 


Gypsy Tea Room, New Orleans; 5, 





| 


Crusader’s Hall, Hot Springs, Ark.; 
6, Aud., Tulsa; 7, Municipal Aud., 


Kansas City; 8, Castle B., St. Louis; 
9, Sunset Terrace, Indianapolis; 10, 
Savoy B., Chicago, Ill.; 11, Greystone 
B., Cincinnati; 12, Greystone B., De- 
troit: 15, Memorial Aud., Dayton, O. 

Joe Reichman, Aug. 1-14, Planta- 
ition C., Houston, Texas; 16-29, 
Claridge hotel, Memphis. 

Herbie Kay, Aug. 1, U. of Wiscon- 
sin, Madison; 2-3, Stratford theatre, 
Chicago: 16, two weeks, Trocadero 
Henderson, Ky. ° 

Blue Barron, Aug. 16, Paramount 
theatre, Hammond, Ind.; 17, Bay the- 
atre, Green Bay, Wis.; 18, Inwood, 
Spillville, Ia.; 19, Venetian theatre, 
Racine, Wis.: 21, McNabb’s B., Car- 
roll, Ia.: 22, Peony Park, Omaha: 23 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb.; 24, 
Casino B., Howells, Neb.: 25, Legion 
B., Creston, Ia.: 26, Cobblestone B 


Storm Lake, Ia.: 27, Starved Rock 
La Salle, Ijl.: 28, Arena, Windsor 
Can.: 29, Casino, Stratford, Can.: 30 
Empire theatre, Erie, Pa.; 31, Myers 
Lake Park, Canton, O. 

Tony Pastor, Aug. 22, Lakeside 
Park, Dayton, O.; 25-30, Manhattan 
Beach, Brooklyn; 31, Million Dollar 


Pier, Atlantic City; Sept. 1-3, Ca- 
nadian Expo., Toronto, Can.: 5-11, 
Earle theatre, Phila.: 18-24, Hippo- 
drome theatre, Baltimore. 

Richard Himber, Nov. 21-Jan. 1, 
Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago 

Don Bestor, Aug. 24, week, Fal- 
mouth Beach. Cape Cod, Mass.; 31, 
week, Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn. 

Eddie Varzos, Aug. 11, indef., Prov- 
idence-Biltmore hotel, Providence, 
R.. I. 


Don Kaye, who closed his first ma- 
jor engagement at the St. Francis, 


San Francisco Wednesday (23), may | 


|sign with MCA. Kaye was signed 


‘direct for St. Francis and picked up | 


| dates on strength of his summer fill- 
| in, currently playing Rio Nido, Rus- 
sian River summer spot. 


| Park, Hershey, Pa.; 14, Lakewood | 
|Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 16, Say- | 


Whiteman, $17,000, OK in Philly Heat; 
~ Harris Smash 476 in N. Y.: Monroe 
Fair 116 in Buff. Venuti, NY. 256 





JERRY WALD GOES WEST 


| Will Head College Boy Group That 
Graduated En Masse from So. Cal. 








} 
| — 
| Jerry Wald, bandleader who com- 
| pleted a long stay at Child’s Spanish 
| Gardens, N. Y., few months ago, and 
is now without a band, begins driv- 
ing to the Coast today (Wed.) to 
take over the leadership of a new 
outfit. 
uates of the University of Southern 
California, a group which has been 
intact for several years. It graduated 
en masse last month. General Amuse- 
ment will handle. 

Wald late this spring added a few 
pieces to the band he had during 
the winter at Childs, went out on 
| the road, didn’t do so well, came 
| back and was in the throes of re- 
| hearsing a new band last week when 
| friction developed with his backer. 
| Wald’s first band represented an out- 
lay of some $16,000, one of the more 
expensive bands that got nowhere. 








CIVIC BAND'S - 
CUFFO 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

The Musicians Union went on the 
mat again last week against the 
broadcast of ‘amateur’ bands. This 
time their adversary was the Police 
and Firemen’s Band which was set 
'to play at ceremonies at Inde- 

pendence Hall on Wednesday (23) in 
| conjunction with the convention of 
the Police Chiefs Association. 

The shindig was skedded to be 
aired over WCAU, when officials of 
Local 77 heard about this they raised 
a squawk. The Police and Firemen’s 
Band has been on the union’s un- 





Beach, Mich.; 2-8, Cabanas Club, Ur- | 





official blacklist for the past three} 
years, because of their cuffo playing | 


at functions at which professional | 
musicians would normally be en- 
gaged. 

WCAU bigwigs referred the 


squawks to City Hall. 
Police and Fire 
pealed to the union on the grounds 


Heads of the 


of civie pride, patriotism, etc. But} 


the, union stood its ground. 
WCAU was forced to 
the ceremonies, then 


He’s to front a crew of grad- | 


Department ap-| 


transcribe 
eliminate all} 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Phil Harris, New York—‘Strands: 
2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). ‘Bride Came 
C.O.D.’ (WB) on screen. Harris’ ra- 
dio popularity from continued work 
}on Jack Benny's program is ac- 
|}counting for much of the swell 
| $47,000. Picture not liked by critics 
but Davis-Cagney combo still is 





drawing ’em. 
Lani McIntire, Washington — 
(Earle; 2,216; 28-39-44-66) with 


‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d wk). 
|Holdover for both film and stage 
show heading for nice $16,500. after 
ringing up’ fine $20,500 in opener. 

Vaughn Monroe, Buffalo — (‘Buf- 
falo; 3,500; 35-55) with ‘Reaching for 
the Sun’ (Par). Business here not 
too potent, but fair enough consider- 
|ing the heat. Both screen and stage 
equally responsible for $11,000 com- 
ing up. 

Dick Stabile, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
| 3,800; 25-40-60) with the Rochester 
unit and ‘Underground’ (WB). Roch- 
ester is the major draw of the stage 
show, but*Stabile, who started here, 
and his frau, Gracie Barrie, are 








| fairly potent themselves in these 
/ parts. Film has Marlene Dietrich, 


Edward G. Robinson and George 
Raft, so credit for big $22,000 must 
be evenly divided between the stage 
and screen. 

Joe Venuii, New York — (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Brought 
in here for fifth and concluding 
week of five-week run of ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par), with Will Bradley's 
crew Ynoving out after the fourth. 
Otherwise the same stage show in- 
cluding Jane Froman and Danny 
Kaye and picture. Band rated as 
popular with audiences; $25,000 for 
the fifth week of picture does not 
reflect true draw of this organiza- 





} 
| 
| 


| tion, but still neat profit for the 
| house. 

| Paul Whiteman, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 2,768;. 35-46-57-68-75) with 


| ‘Sunny’ (RKO). 
by terrific heat and a weak picture, 
is doing very well in pulling rather 
| nice $17,000 into the till in spite of 
|all the odds. 

| Lani McIntire, Washington— 
(Earle; 2,216; 28-39-44-66), held over 
for second week with ‘Bride, 
C.0.D.’, which is pulling in good 
| $16,500 for added stanza. 


Loew's State But Bitling 
Ignores WHN’s Competitor 


music of the verboten band, before | 


rebroadcast. To make matters 
the station’s mobile unit was 
in a collision en route to Indepen- 
dence, Hall, and all equipment had 
to be carried by the engineering 
staff for almost five blocks. 
were no taxis in®sight. 


THOSE FISCAL BLUES 
Gray Gordon’s Lawyers Unsuccess- 
ful in First Try at Untanglement 


it was 
worse, 


Creditors of Gray Gordon, band- 


leader recently expelled by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
for non-payment of debts, were! 


to meeting by Louis Randell, 


alled in 


Gordon's atiorney, in New York 

Monday (28 Confab was to try to 

e hose o whom Gordon was in- 

debted oO ettle their claims at so 
ich he dollar. Try was un- 
eeccf)] : 

Gort has some $3,195 in clain 
against him filed with the union 
addition to which he owes Consoli- | 
dated Radio Artists, his bookers, 
$2,700 in unpaid commissions and 


money loaned. 


$10,000, out of which it would pay 
the claims lodged wiih the union, 
meaning that beside the money he 
owed 
wanted about $3,800 to release him. 
The $10.000 could be paid, Gordon 
was told, with a $3,000 down pay- 
ment and the rest in notes. 


Meanwhile Gordon broke up his | 
band after it finished the week at /| 


the Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, 
a week ago Saturday (19). His AFM 
suspension had come through while 
the date was being played, but the 
union allowed the week to be fin- 
i} ished. Leader is now jn Illinois. 


There | 


CRA has told Gor-| 
don that he can buy his contract for | 


it and outsiders the agency | 


musical director of 
York, and leader of 


orchestra, be- 


Joe Rines, 
WMCA, New 
that station's 
gins a p.a. at Loew's State theatre, 
N Y. tomorrow (Thurs.). Rines will 
use the WMCA studio orchestra at 
the theatre, replacing it at the sta- 
|} tion for the week specially 
| built combo 

State’s advertising of the date does 
not include mention that WMCA’s 
house band is behind Rines. It fears 
| kickbacks from exploiting the band 
|'of an outlet that is competition to 
WHN, which 
Inc., operator of the theatre 

Beside doing 29 or 30 stage shows 


house 


with a 


is owned by Loev 


jat the State, Rines 1 part in or 
helps to produce 30 musical 
P 


SnNOWS a week at W A. 


WILL BRADLEY REBUILDS 
ORCHESTRA PERSONNEL 


Within the past two 
Bradley has practically rebuilt h 
t 


weeks Will 

is 

orchestra, currently at the Astor 
st 


hotel, New York. Last week almo 
the entire sax section was replaced, 
bringing in Les Robinson, alto, in 
place of Artie Mendelsohn, who goes 
to Bob Crosby; Arthur Rollini in 
place of Peanuts Hucko; Pete Mon- 
dello vice Johnny Hayes. Larry 
|Mollinelli, baritone. has been added, 
and with Malon Clarke, who stevs, 
|the team is upped to five men. 

Late the past week all three of the 
trumpets and one trombone went on 
notice. They're Lee Castaldo, Meve 
| Lipkin, Ralph Muzzilo, trumpets, and 
Jimmy Emmert, trombone. Emmert 
j}and Don Ruppersburg, with Bobby 
Byrne are staging a switch, Emmert 
| going to Byrne ana vice-versa. 


. 
Ee a, Se tia 


Whiteman, socked - 
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COIN MACHINES 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


, § Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

1. Daddy (8) Republic .................+. | Andrews Sisters. ......Decca 
; { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

2. Maria Elena (5) Southern .............. ) Tony Pastor. .......Bluebird 
g. Green Eyes (4) Southern .............. Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
4. Goodbye Dear, Be Back in Year (3) { Horace Heidt...... Columbia 
C. to C.} Dick Rober'’son.......Decca 

: { Jimmy Dorsey ,......Decca 

6. Rose and a Prayer (3) BVC ........... | Charles Spivak ....... Okeh 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

D Wore CE) TRAM ccc cepscccvvccccscvces ) Vaughn Monroe... . Bluebird 
' { Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 

7. Things I Love (1) Campbell ........... | Barry Wood ......... Victor 
, { Jimmy Dorsey... .....Decca 

g Aurora (7) Robbing ..........0.cccceee {| Andrews Sisters...... Decca 
‘ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

9. Sister and I (9) BMI ..............000- Fcc Goodman.. .Columbia 
10. Hut-Sut Song (6) Schumann ........... | Freddie Metin... ..Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 
Don’t Cry Cherie (Shapiro) 
Yes, Indeed (Embassy) 
When the Sun Comes Out (BVC) 


Goodbye Little Darlin’ (T. B. Harms)...... 


Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Famous) 


'Til Reveille (Melody Lane) 


Guess I’ll Have to Dream Rest (Block)..... 
Little Bit South North Carolina (Porgie).. 


Peaceful In Country (Regent) 


@eesreenne 


Names 


Figures and names in 


| King Sisters........Bluebird 


{Sammy Kaye ........Victor 
“*****) Glenn Miller ......Bluebird 
er . Tommy Dorsey ......Victor 

{Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
iat | Charles Spivak .......Okeh 

(Bane Cree sics cccesc Decca 

) Gene Autry ..........Okeh 


{Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 

“* | Tommy Tucker .......Okeh 
} mene Crogyy acescciss 

** (Kay Kyser ......Columbia 
Glenn Miller .,....Bluebird 
{ Dick Robertson........Decca 
‘| Gene Krupa ..........Okeh 


§ Charlie Spivak . 
|) Harry James ... 


eeee 


..Columbia 





On the 


Upbeat 





Al Oliver and the Rhythm Kings 
are at the Mahoning Valley Country 
Club, near Youngstown, supplanting 
Phyllis Rathburn. 





Jack McCormick at the Rendezvous 
Villar, hear Youngstown. 





The University Girls are now at 
the Paddock, near Youngstown. 








Art Hamburg has joined Al Fab- | 
risio’s orchestra at the Avalon Gar- 
dens, Youngstown, as trumpet player. | 





Ken Nealy is leaving as vouatiat | 
with Herbie Kay’s orchestra, Bill | 
Johnson, from Worcester, is re- | 
placing him in the Kay outfit. 





Harold Leonard and his band back 
at LaMarquise, N. Y., class bistro, 
with Frances Connelly vocally fea- 
tured. 





Leighton Noble, now in Texas, is | 
one-nighting his way back to Cleve- 
land, O., Aug. 14 for a repeat run | 
at Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze Room, 
where his outfit played four months 


last year. George Duffy’s crew leav- 








pn 








JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 
HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 


- MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 














| caught in the draft. 


'ley theatre, Pittsburgh, for week be- 


ing it Aug. 13 for a week at Euclid 


Beach in Cleveland, following it 
with a tour of middle-western 
states. 





Bart Dutton at Glenwood Hotel, 
Delaware Water Gap, Pa. 





Jimmy Scileny, Ray Pearl's for- 
mer pianist, has joined Howard 
Becker band at Pines, Pittsburgh, re- 
placing Alan O’Donnell, who was 








Ray Herbeck band opened two- | 
week engagement Sunday (27) at | 
Kennywood Park, succeeding Herbie | 
Holmes outfit. 

Brad Hunt following Billy Yates 
into Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, 
until Aug. 5. 





Paul Whiteman booked for Stan- 





ginning Aug. 1, 





Everett Hoagland returns to Bill 
Green's Pittsburgh, Monday (4) for 
indefinite engagement, following 
Clyde Knight outfit. 





Benny Burton band into Colonial, 
Pittsburgh, for limited stay, on heels 
of four-week engagement by Nelson 


| Maples, 


Teddy Wilson shifts to Cafe So- 
ciety Downtown, N.Y., opening Tues- 
day (5). Closed uptown spot Satur- 
day (26). 





John Kirby had his first record 
date at Victor last week. He'll be 
released on the 50c Victor label. 

Shep Fields using new male vo- 
calist, Pat Foy, at Sea Girt Inn, Sea | 


| Girt, N. J. 





Dick Haymes, brother of Bob. 
Haymes, vocalist with the Harry 
James band, joined Bob Chester’s 


i effec 


In the Waxworks 


++ooe 


‘Bobby Byrne (Decca), ‘What Word 
Is Sweeter Than Sweetheart,’ ‘I 
Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest,’ 
‘It’s You Again,’ ‘I Went Out of My 
Way.’ 

Jack Teagarden (Decca), ‘Nobody 
Knows the Trouble I’ve _ Seen,’ 
‘Prelude To A Blues,’ ‘Blues Have 
Got Me,’ ‘Rhythm. Hymn.’ 

Ina Ray Hutton (Okeh), 
the Good of Moonlight,’ ‘I’m No- 
body’s Sweetheart Now,’ ‘Back in 
Your Own Back Yard,’ ‘At Last.’ 

Shep Fields (Bluebird), ‘It’s You 
Again,’ ‘Whistler’s Mother-In-Law, 
“Yo-Te-Amo,’ ‘City Called Heaven.’ 

Vaughn Monroe (Bluebird), ‘Sing 
a Love Song,’ ‘In Middle of a Dance,’ 
‘Harvard Square,’ ‘Doodle La Doo 
Da,’ ‘Two Pair Shoes,’ ‘If It’s You.’ 

Count Basie (Okeh), ‘Basie Boogie 
Woogie,’ ‘Fancy Meetin’ You,’ ‘Dig- 





gin’ for Dex,’ ‘One, Two, Three 
O'Leary.’ 
Red Allen (Okeh), ‘Indiana,’ ‘Si- 


esta at the Fiesta,’ ‘Jack the Bell- 
boy,’ ‘Sheridan Square.’ 

Will Bradley (Columbia), ‘Basin 
St. Boogie,’ ‘City Called Heaven,’ 
‘Tired of Waiting for You,’ ‘Call It 
Anything You Like,’ It’s Love.’ 


SY SHRIBMANS 
$100,000 CLAIM 
ON T. DORSEY 


Sy Shribman, manager and backer 
of various bands, is suing Tommy 
Dorsey in Massachusetts courts for 
$100,000 over an old agreement be- 
tween them. Shribman wants a por- 
tion of Dorsey’s earnings under a 
deal between them made in 1936, 
wherein, in exchange for a loan of 
$2,500, he was to get 5% of Dorsey’s 
one-nighter earnings over a certain 
gross figure, for five years. Suit may 
be settled before it goes to trial. 

Meanwhile Dorsey is avoiding 
bookings in Massachusetts in fear of 
running into attachment proceed- 
ings, which could tie up any earn- 
ings picked up in that state. Shrib- 
man is manager-backer of a number 
of current name bands including 
Glenn Miller, Woody Herman, Gene 
Krupa, Tony Pastor, et al. 








‘What’s | 





AFM. Rules Will Bear Down On 
Owners of Cafes Who Chisel In, 


Not on Legitimate Managers 








Larry Barnett Stops In By BERNIE WOODS 
x \s ° | According to American Federation 
Columbus, Chi on Return |of Musicians’ officials, the recent 


Larry Barnett of the MCA band 
booking dept. in Hollywood, has been 
east to 0.0. some bands and will stop 
off in Columbus and Chicago en 
route back this week. 

Charlie Miller, MCA v.p. in New 
York, flew west over the weekend 
to huddle with company prez, J. C. 
Stein, 


RCA ‘BRAIN 





PLAYS 2 SIDES 





RCA Manufacturing Co. began ex- 
hibiting yesterday ‘Tues.) at the an- 
nual three-day convention of music 
merchants and radio dealers, at the 
New Yorker hotel, N. Y., a new au- 
tomatic record-changer that plays 
both sides of a disc without turning 
it over. To be put on sale about 
Aug. 15 at a price of about $425, the 
machine is the only rival to the cur- 
rent Capehart combo sets. 

Called the ‘Magic Brain,’ RCA’s 
development is built with two tone 
arms, one above and one beneath a 
spinning platter. When the top side 
is played out, the turntable stops 
automatically, reverses itself to al- 
low for the inverted position of the 
underneath side, which the second 
tone arm engages and reproduces. 
When both sides are finished the 
platter is disposed of into a sloped 
slot at the side of the machine. 
There is no damage to platters any- 
where in the operation, and RCA 
claims that it has eliminated surface 
noise. Pickup needle is a long-last- 
ing sapphire. Machine will take 15 
12-inch records at a time, adding up 
to about two hours of unattended 
music, or 15 10-inch sides. The two 
sizes cannot be intermingled as with 
Capehart. 








Coin-Catching Records—and Others | 








Woody, Herman ‘There Goes Song Again’—‘Call It Madness’ (Decca 3894) 
Based on a good theme, the first side is a good one, well played, with 


machine possibilities, 
mutes and does the vocal himself. 


Herman treats it to a strong arrangement under 
He -also sings 
| another good effort, backed by fine band work 


the reverse standard, 


Glenn Miller ‘Blue Canadian Skies’—Adois’ (Bluebird 11219) 


It’s too hard to see any machine future for the first tune 
| Canadian Gov't is supposed to be pushing to revive war-deadened tours. 
| Melody and lyric is satisfying, but not outstanding. 
of Miller’s smooth cutting, Ray Eberle vocaling, will be private 
27514) 


Sammy Kaye who does it (Victor 
Tommy Rvyan doing vocal. ‘Adois,’ 
| backing. An average melody; no vocal. 


Major portion of sales 
Ditto for 
in typical Kaye ballad style, 
similar in arrangement, Miller’s 
Kaye's coupling is a tricked up 


is 


a ballad the | 


new rule promulgated by the AFM’s 
executive board, which prohibits 
managers of bands from owning in- 
terests in their properties, will not 
steadfastly apply to managers known 
to be bona fide in their operations, 
that is to say the ones who really de- 
vote their full time to developing 
a band property or properties. Ef- 
fective Sept. 15, the rule is designed, 
according to the same sources, to 
eliminate the type of ‘manager’ who 
merely makes an investment or loan 
in return for which he gets a size- 
'able piece. Particularly the investor 
who puts up no cash, but takes a 
slice of a band in return for giving 
it an opportunity to work where its 
career will be helped. 

There are several roadside spot 
|; Owners outside New York and one 
| or two within the city itself, who 
currently hold pieces of bands 
through such deals, and it’s supposed 
to be these rather than the above- 
board, straight-and-narrow managers 
the union is out to stop. 

A new rule which seems to have 
been misintepreted widely is one re- 
lating to co-op bands. number of 
persons within the band business con- 
strue the rule to mean that after 
Sept. 15 no co-operative bands (out- 
fiis owned wholly or in part by 
members of the band) can continue 
to exist. Rule does not say that. 
It specifically states that ‘participa- 
tion in earnings by any one other 
than the personnel of such bands or 
orchestras, is prohibited.” Means 
that ‘corporate forms or other de- 
vices for the division of profits’ can 
not be used by managers, booking 
agencies, or anyone else. 


JUKE JILLS WON'T JILT 
CONVERSATIONAL JOHNS 


San Diego, July 29. 

Bucknam Distributing Co. here is 
taking display ads in the Range 
Finder, Camp Callan paper, inviting 
the boys to get pally with their juke 
jills. Copy reads ‘Have fun with the 
Number Please Girls’ in urging the 
boys to use the talking juke boxes, 
and adds ‘These girls will answer 
| you,’ listing 14 names. Gals alter- 
| nate on a 24-hour service for 60 spots, 


| working a library of 25,000 records. 














As an added gesture, outfit aiso 
|sells used records to the boys at 10 
and 15 cents a copy. 


| 
| Herth H.O., Syracuse 


Syracuse, July 29. 
Option on Milt Herth at the Heo- 
tel Syracuse picked up and the mue 
sical trio will stick here until Oct. 4. 
Briefie band is playing for the 
|dancing at the inn and has added a 


writing of an easily forgettable tune, ‘Wind Blows Free,’ Arthur Wright | vocalist, Bob Preston. 


on the lyric. 





Harry James ‘Yes, Indeed’—Peaceful In Country’ 


(Columbia 36246) 


Now that Tommy Dorsey’s top cutting of the first, a jump spiritual, is 


hitting machines 
one that can stand up for nickels. 
Hymes’ vocal, palm beating and 
Tucker does it too (Okeh 6290), but 


tive, and inserts his own lyrics 


‘Reluctant Dragon.’ 


followup releases begin. 


background voices effectively 


has another good one, 
tempo, it Dick 
Tommy 
kicks up the tempo, making it less 


James 
Paced at easy 


uses 


il Tucker has a following on novelties, 
| however .and there’s no reason why he won't be accepted on this. Amy 





Artie Shaw ‘Don’t Take Your Love’—Love Me Little Little’ (Victor 27509) | 


Shaw hasn’t made any pops in some time. On the first side here he uses 


| 
| to good advantage a neat tune equipped with exceptionally fine lyric. It’s | IN A SUBWAY 





group this week. 

Dolly Dawn began work on a new | 
Bluebird recording contract at Vic- | 
tor studios last week. 


HARRY 
JAMES 


AND HIS 













Una Mae Carlisle started as a s0- | 








Music Makers Orchestra P| loist at the Edison hotel’s Green | 
Room last night (Tues.) for both | 

Columbia Records | dinner and supper. | 
ON TOUR Barney Rapp comes into New | 


| York for first time with current 
band, being set for two weeks at 
Arcadia Ballroom, opening Aug. 14. 






Dir.: — Musie Corp of America 


| well played, too. It’s only weakness is in Lena Horne’s vocal. It somehow 


doesn’t fit her and occasionally she’s crowded by the background. Reverse, 


'a rhythmic cutting of a pop now getting started suffers from a thin ar- | 
Doubtful coin | 


rangement. Miss Horne again vocals, better in rhythm. 


stuff. 





Dinah Shore ‘Jim’—I’m Through With Love’ (Bluebird 11204) 
Good tune of the ‘Bill’ school of tear-jerking ballad, ops have here a 


| good opportunity with Miss Shore’s rich vocal to cut in one more of the 


respnse she started flowing with ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ Tune fits her 
style perfectly. So does the reverse, a standard that she handles with 
ease, Teddy Powell does ‘Jim’ (Bluebird 11214) and though it’s well done 
instrumentally the tune’s punch is in its lyric, where Miss Shore outdis- 
tances Ruth Gaylor, Coupling is an original, a well done jive piece tagged 
Steady Teddy.’ 














——— | 


JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 





|; = = 





Currently 


| ON TOUR 


| 





| Arnell, Kerwin Somerville, and ensemble vocal. James’ coupling cuts a | 
saleable ballad pattern of ‘Peaceful,’ fronted by his low register trumpet- | 
ing and Dick Haymes’ vocalling. It stands up. Charlie Spivak’s try at the 
same tune (Okeh 6291) came out of the same mold and does a solid job. | 
Leader's trumpet is muted, as usual. Gary Stevens puts more into his 
lyricing. It's backed by another good ballad, ‘What Word is Sweeter Than ! 
Sweetheart?’, using the same formula. Tucker’s reverse is a swing at 


Personal Management — BILL BURTON 











- — 








FAR FROM IRELAND 


Columbia Record No. 36211 


RAYMOND 
SCOTT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
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ASCAP’s Card-and-Golf Stall 


and golf tournament has been going on in 
Tin Pan Alley since Jan. 1. A trip through the Brill Bldg. or other 
h.q. of the New York music publishers finds the pluggers engaged 
with the pastebeards or out for golf. 

‘Drives’ on songs have become legends because of the ASCAP- 
radio stalemate although there are signs of perking up with the theory 
that ‘by Sept. 1 it’ll all be settled.’ 


Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


a press stunt in Times Square, New 
York, last week, meanwhile helping to swell the take of the OPM’s alum- 
inum drive. Currently playing the Astor hotel, on the Square, the band 
marched out of a rehearsal at the hostelry one afternoon playing ‘I'll Be 
Glad When You’re Dead, You Rascal You’ at the finish of which the brass 
section ceremoniously tossed its aluminum mute-hats on the pile. 

Other performers are devising ways of helping the aluminum drive. 
Aridrews Sisters are having many of their off-the-air file of recordings 
redubbed on glass, the freed discs, with aluminum bases, going to the drive. 





A non-stop gin rummy 











Will Bradley's orchestra put over 





Gene Krupa received instructions while in New York a week ago to 
play Alton Bay, near Rochester, N. H. Bus driver took band to Alton, 
N. Y., near Rochester, N. Y., arriving there at 7 p.m., only to find they were 
in error. Job was necessarily cancelled, because distance between the two 
Altons approximates 500 miles. 





John Hamrnond, Jr., is on leave from Columbia Recording as technical 
advisor on the band cavalcade picture William Dieterle is making for 
RKO. It’s from an original idea by Director Dieterle, with sundry actors 
personating the different band characters. Otherwise, only one band will 
be employed, this as yet unselected. Music Corp. of America is financing 
the film on a ‘package’ proposition. 


SHAG DAYE LINES UP Paging Fred Small 
NAMES FOR CELORON | x... vor city potice age on the 


lookout for, by request of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., cops, a piano player 
| named Fred Small, last working with 
|George White’s Scandals, to inform 
bees that his father had died. 

Funeral took place at Wilkes- 
| Barre cohunmny (26). 


Ft. Worth’ s Mane Bands 


Fort Worth, July 29. 
Casino Park, at Lake Worth, 














Jamestown, N. Y., July 29. 

Despite fact that Celoron Park man- 
agement has let two choice summer 
Saturday nights go by without cus- 
tomary ‘name’ bands at Pier Ball- | 
room, several are booked in for next 
few weeks. 

Following Frankie Masters on Sat- 
urday (26), will be Alvino Rey and | 
the King Sisters (2); Leighton Noble 





is 


(9), and Tommy Dorsey on Thurs-/ using name bands. Clyde McCoy is 

day (21), with latter expected to be/current following Skinnay Ennis, 

highlight of season. Hal Grayson, Ted Weems and Paul 
Bookings were made by dancery | Pendarvis. 


Booked for a one night engage- 
ment Aug. 15 is Horace Heidt. 


manager, 
last week. 


Shag Daye, in New York 








— 
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Now Ready to HIT the Top 
Two Beautiful Ballads 


UNTIL TOMORROW 
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Maestro Jack Harris 
To Operate N.Y. Nitery 


Repudiating any future association 
with Irving Zussman, with whom he | 
was partnered in the recently bank- 
rupt La Conga. Broadway nitery, 
Milton Rubin, Broadway press agent, 
denies that he and Zussmdn will | 
once again be linked in the fall re- 
opening of La Conga, as reported. 


According to Rubin, the 1658 
Broadway Corp., the La Conga land- 
lord, has leased the spot to Jack 
Harris, repatriated (from London) 
American bandleader, with neither 
Zussman nor Rubin having any con- 
nection with the new setup. The 


Harris lease is for five years. 





TRUMPETS WHAT AM 


Hal Leonard Blows Out With Bugles 
of Antiquity as a Stunt 
Hal Leonard, leader of a band 
which works midwestern territory 
exclusively, uses a new stunt, au- 
thentically, to inject showmanship 
into his outfit. He has equipped his 
trumpet section with clarion type 
horns (valve-less long-barreled 
things synonomous with Gabriel), 
which are used in certain arrange- 
ments. 
Leonard is an ex-college instruc- 
tor turned bandleader. He taught at 
Winona State College, Kansas. 


Music Notes 


Yip Harburg and Burton Lane 
cleffed three songs for ‘Babes on 
Broadway’ at Metro; ‘Chin Up- 
Cheerio-Carry On,’ ‘The Movies 
Will Get You If You Don’t Watch 
Out’ and ‘Anything Can Happen in 
New York.’ 








Another martial tune, ‘I’m a Mili- 
tary Man Now,’ has been published. 
Henry Sylvern wrote the music, 


Ruth Poll the lyrics. 





| 





| 


| spired the gag, 


Harry Link to the Coast this week | 


on more Metro huddles anent songs 
in ‘Panama Hattie,’ plus the new 
Garbo film, ‘The Twins,’ which also 
will have a vocal interpolation, etc. 





Rytvoc, Inc., has been chartered 
to conduct a music publishing busi- 
ness in New York. Capital stock is 
200 shares, no par value. 





George Dunning and Bill Hamp- 
ton, arranger and writer with Kay 
Kyser, organized a new publishing 
firm, Beverly Music Co., with ‘The 
Old Looking Glass’ as their first 
number. 





Herbert Stothart doing final re- 
cordings on the score of ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ at Metro. 





Lew Preston wrote five songs for 
‘The Medico Hits the Trail’ at Co- 
lumbia. They are ‘I’m Just a Small 
Town Scalgwag, ‘Ride, Cowboy, 
Ride,’ ‘Hi-Ho, the Rodeo’s On,’ ‘Little 
Darlin’’ and ‘Doin’ It Right.’ 


Ray Whitley and Fred Rose turned 
in three tunes for ‘Riding the Wind’ 
at RKO; ‘I'll Live Until I Die,’ ‘Goin’ 
On a Hayride’ and the title song. 


Meredith Willson recording his 
original score for Samuel Goldwyn’s 
‘The Little Foxes.’ Score includes a 
Negro spiritual, ‘Never Feel Too 
Weary to Pray.’ 





Irving Fields, bandleader, collabbed 
with his brother, Pvt. Murray 
Schwartz, at Camp Upton, on a mel- 


ody titled ‘Let’s Do Right By Our 
Uncle,’ a patriotic theme. 
Alen G. Langenus, former gen. 


mgr. of G. Langenus, Inc., has joined 
Carl Fisher, Inc., as trade and edu- 
cational rep in eastern territory. 





‘RAF’ (‘Raus Adolf Forever!’) is a 
new topical tune by Tommy Hughes 
and Clarence Gaskill, just placed 
with Shapiro-Bernstein. 





Ted Steele composed and publishes 
‘Home Town Blues,’ lyrics by his 
wife, Doris Brooks. 





Mickey Glass shifted from Robbins 
Music to Lou Levy’s Leeds Music. 





‘Booglie Wooglie Piggy’ bought by 
Columbia Pictures for inclusion in 
Harriet Hilliard-Ozzie Nelson film, 
as yet untitled. 





Inside Stuff—Music 


‘This one is for Saul Bornstein’ is a Tin Pan Alley gag anent three of 
Irving Berlin’s current patriotic songs, two of which are owned outright, 
even unto copyright, by Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 
(‘Any Bonds Today’) and by the Ordnance Dept. of the War Dept. (‘Arms 
for the Love of America’), so that their unrestricted use might go forth 
|under official Governmental! auspices. The third Berlin song, which jin. 
is ‘When This Crazy World is Sane Again,’ which the 
songwriter introduced personally on last week’s ‘Dollars for Defense’ 
program over CBS (Texaco donates the time) and which Berlin's partner, 
Bornstein, is exploiting commercially. 

‘Bonds’ will be a Treasury Dept. giveaway, necessitating at least 5,000,000 
copies to be run off on the Government press, as part of the defense bonds 
and stamps campaign; while ‘Arms for the Love of America’ will be sold, 
all moneys accruing to the Ordnance Dept. for benefit of soldier funds. m4 
the case of ‘Bonds,’ Berlin, Inc., has nothing whatever to do with it; with 
‘Arms’ it’s a case of pushing the song for benefit of the U. S. Army, akin 
to the firm’s drive on Berlin’s ‘God Bless America,’ for benefit of the 
Scouts movement. 








Broadway regards the notoriety attendant to bookie Frank Erickson’s 
arrest, as result of an alleged assault on broker Milton Untermeyer at the 
latter's New Jersey estate, as unfortunate, especially so far as Mary 
Lucas (Mrs. Bobby) Crawford is concerned. Mrs. Crawford is quite an 
amateur golfer, and her friendship, in the past, with Ruby Keeler (ex- 
Mrs. Al Jolson), likewise a good amateur linksgirl, threw the Jolsons and 
Crawfords intimateiy together in former years. Likewise, an intimate 
femme friend of Untermeyer was Mrs. Crawford’s golfing companion, 
La Junta White, and when both girls visitedythe broker at his home, the 
latter is said to have resented some untoward remark by Erickson, who 
was in their company, which touched off tke altercation. 


Metro figures that the ASCAP-radio stymie in one respect ‘protected’ its 
$10,000 investment in the screen rights to ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris,’ 
interpolated song in the soon due filmusical, ‘Lady Be Good.’ Otherwise 
the number might be considered even more dated. 

Incidentally, while Warner Bros. owns the original George Gershwin 
score of ‘Lady,’ and Max Dreyfus of Chappell-Harms consummated the 
‘Paris’ deal, Feist wound up publishing the score, even though WB had in- 
terpolation’ priority. Metro owns Feist, and naturally favors its own pub- 
lishing outlet, hence Harry Link (Feist) persuaded Herman Starr, head of 
the WB music interests, to relinquish technical claims on the platform of 
mutuality. 





Nationwide Songs, Inc., one of those BMI indies, which veteran music 
man Jack McCoy operates, is a 100% radio organization. CBS announcer 
Del Sharbutt, who also authored the firm's ‘Romantic Guy, I,’ Lanny Ross, 
the singer, and Dick Uhle, former radio producer with Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
and now in service at Fort Bragg, are partners. McCoy also has a ‘piece.’ 

Incidentally, ‘The Night We Met in Honomu’ (by Ross) was erroneously 


omitted from the radio breakdown ‘sheet,’ McCoy having gotten 10 plugs 
last week, 
The Aces (American Composers, Entertainers and Songwriters) pro- 


posed new hillbilly aggregation which got itself some free space with an 
anti-ASCAP blast (no mention of BMI), because the Society allegedly 
turns down ‘billies for membership, is seemingly unaware that most of 
the top hillbilly songsmiths are ASCAP members. That ingludes cowboy- 
and-’billy writers like Gene Autry and the late Billy Hill (which name, 
as some thought, was no perversion or play on the word hillbilly). 


Before Gracie Fields clippered to Lisbon, en route to entertain the 
British home defense, Harry Link (Feist) set ‘Blue Canadian Skies’ with 
the English: comedienne. She will record it for Decca immediately upon 
her arrival in London, and it will be pressed in America for U. S.-Canadian 
fund-raising on behalf of British War Relief. 


SONG PLUGGERS’ 
GOLF TOURNAMENT ON N C K 
‘AMICO 


Green and fairways keepers of the | 
and His Orchestra 

















Glen Oaks Golf Club, Great Neck, 
L. I. go back to work tomorrow | 
morning (31) with an augmented 
crew—needed to put the course back | 


| 
| 


in condition after 30-35 songpluggers | CURRENTLY IN 
finished digging dishpan-sized divots | 


during the Professional Musie Men’s | 2nd Return Engagement 
first annual tee tournament. Plug- | at the 

gers started whaling away Thursday ti - 

of last week in pursuit of all sorts ESSEX HOUSE 

of prizes posted by various donors, New York 


and by Saturday had narrowed the 
field down to three, a finalist and two 
semi-finalists. 

Rocco Vocco, who usually has two 
or three blow-up holes when gr egies 
against a bandleader who has 
broadcast wire, knocked off Chester 
Conn, his publishing partner, Sat- 
urday afternoon and today (Wed.) | 
goes to the gate against the winner 


Concluded Return Engagements 
at Both the Hotel Piaza and 
Versailles 


Mgt.: Music Corp. of America 


ANSON 
WEEKS 


And His Orchestra 














of the other semi-final match be- | 
tween Joe Gould of Harms and | 
Harry Gorlach, unattached, which 


was to have taken place yesterday | 
(Tues.) afternoon, | 

Prizes donated for the break-100 | 
test almost equaled the number of | 


: : NOW At 
players, top gift given by Guy Lom- | 
bardo, a $150 set of clubs and bag. FOREST PARK HIGHLANDS 
ST. LOUIS 


Tommy Dorsey put up a $50 credit 
slip from a clothing store; Leonard | 
Joy (Victor) a portable radio (RCA); 
Mannie Sachs (Columbia) a wind- 
breaker; Nick Kenny a travelling bag 
kit; VARIETY a one-year subscription, 
and sundry maestros guaranteed 
consecutive plugs as other prizes. 


OPENING AUGUST 10 
MUEHLBACK HOTEL 
KANSAS CITY 


Mgt. FREDERICKS BROS, 
Dir.:—WEEMS, INC. 


Per. 

















TOP QUALITY PHOTOGRAPHS 


BILL BROWN, AGENT AT NEW LOW PRICES 


San Francisco, July 29. 5 ~~ , $3.75 gine $1250 
Bill Brown, credited with having |] 5 <5 inches......,/4.50 10.00 17-50 
pulled the Palace hotel’s Rose Room Post Cards ........ 3.50 6.50 10.00 
out of the red with a big-name band |] Business Cards.... 3.25 5.50 8.50 


All items are genuine high quality 
photographs and are made from 
either your print or negative. Free 
samples and additional prices on re- 
quest. 


KEHRES PHOTO SERVICE 


21086 Lee Rad. Cleveland, Ohio 


policy, has joined the William Mor- 
ris Hollywood office. 








Mercer-Morris has taken band-| 
leader Art Mooney’s ‘Johnny’s in sal 
Pantry’ for publication, 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending July 26, 1941) 














Daddy ..... rer ee Oe Pe eee ee er TT PPE Peet Republic 
a eos se eed Geek deer eas haaeseeb Aka tes .. Schumann 
SE CEN ek gs Fo Oss $44 0>% 4 0d dkdS bb ORME E ORS .... Schuberth 
RE ER ane eee ee ee eee ee a sogeekeuws Southern 
eis aS a5 éi ceetiecat sphehaberaneees Southern 
NEES EE SPREE Oe IT or Pere ree eer eee Campbell 
rr er ccs dnes'e eens sense kbs obese é Porgie 
RE IE TE 6500s seeee ies cctccvterstocsouneete Broadway 
Cae Ce WOE SERNNUE ) sos. ocxsivecececevenececeses . Paramount 
a ee I os ig sab ole os ka ade Bde bo aoe ls ben Southern 
I Ge coke eh lae sh pelehae henwae ae a ake Wilison 
Fda 5 gash Sora hale Ore Ese deen ahaa eee Melody 
Wee: sdi6<aes Se emer a iee salon, Stk aoe sa a ata etal gi @ ae olla ale Marks 
Me Dende bicsssos saves ccesecsvebeiees 6 + ee 
EINE EE EE irre ene T. B. Harms 
*Filmusical. 
—————————— 


NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning July 21 (Monday) and ending July 27 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., aud is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 
of New York, 





PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
SE ES ere ra tae ea A Perera re cr i J re 
Sr re ere ear tres er Campbell .cccscee OF 
Se ea Cie luda. kia VALS FAs 4 ROT i ere 
he ee ee Cae heels) sg avid ate e pe ena Re - Schuberth ....20. 2 
SE I eae ava rpec ds 66a ee CO SOUERCFN 2.,00000 O0 
ee rE NT 5 Agape ns cess 60 sigraskesis gine bikie aR eee Campbell .....+0¢ O 
re ra eg sa. «bx ka/bik ds ME Oo Ne ea Oa ee eee 
Hut Sut Song....... PPakew kee eeRc eke. Ooh iins hee Schumann ,,..... 28 
NS No eas 6k pale 05588 + ERTS Oe REO S LOO NEN Southern .ococcss 20 
mGRrt 8 TO TIED soi ceive ccc ccccveneceses PROMOTE cccccsccce a 
I Guess ll Have to Dream Rest.................00- 0 ears. 
ie BE 8 errr oe  Sereeereryyre se 
Til Reveille..... PUA EE PONE SE Cae vera athiaterermeuset DROUUGY cécccreseos OF 
NE OO BN via 666 F 68 O 5 Fs Kaen bln wen dt bebe Balk _.. BAAS eee ee 
CP REE OPO OTE EE EEE ORT EEE ER COLT er 18 
BOG eee Ee TIE FE PAE en oi kc ising cc otvcrcescenenns BOMOBEY ices scse 17 
Booglie Wooglie Piggy........... Pook tonal ee eree PEUTMOL ces csccane 16 
GI GE FOE PIR oo cece ciwseivnccaeanen Porgie .. ‘ 16 
What Word Is Sweeter n’ Sweetheart?.............. ee A ee 16 
RE: WEIN ic 60S oes apes eee hia sb oy KFS ore te ore te 15 
Bverviiine Menmens to Me... cc. ccc cewsa cs vcese BOSSY occ cece 14 
RE erotica oe vide eden fi eh) FRASER ET BORCOR. oT icescss 13 
Time and Time Again .. LOGON oscccccees 13 
Sie Ceeee MN FX ksisecc css oe Peers 12 
EA I ME oo nas on 5 65 bi Saie'e woo. ee bie oO IO ee 12 
We Go Well Together .......... eer 0 ee 12 
ee ee ee IN in 66.54.05. KN divas tos oinnee Seen WOULMOTR bccccccs 12 
ied WE i kee h ad sae s &: vet eeceessees 11 
There'll Be Changes Made bE oh eabeeeaae 11 
Ge I IN ain aig bs ako ioie Sony oso a bs spew wietela-ers Mitchell 11 
Afraid to Say Hello .. MEE <6 eGrersy enc cleeie 10 
Let Me Off Uptown . Ee hel rg ree ary SON Note Reta Fe ree 10 
Night We Met in Honomu.... Nation 10 
pS Bin 2), neice “eh Ar es 10 
TE COE ee ere TORT Ee Tee TT ee ae TS RPS Ea 10 
Whistler’s Mother-in-Law ..... ep er gy Fee Southern ....... . 10 
re sis sone Ge.d ote ek kee Roe ONS Mme be Southern ....00s - 10 


*Filmusical excerpt. 


Latest Wacky Title 

‘When the Cats Are Away the 
Ickies Will Play’ is the title 
hung on a jive piece by John 
Gerald and David Greggory, 
taken by BMI last week. 

Tune gets its first playing on 
NBC's ‘Chamber Music Society 
of Lower Basin St.’ Monday (4). 





Sidney Davis Takes 
U. S. Construction Job 


Sidney Davis, assistant to Arthu! 
Boucher, of Music Publishers Pro- 
lishers Protective Association, and 
formerly foreign publicity head of 
Columbia Pictures, has_ resigned 
and sailed yesterday (Tuesday) for 
New Foundland, where he _ was 
given an administrative position on 








a naval construction base for the 
US Lew Butler’s New Job 
Davis will be gone 18 months. 
net Chicago, July 29. 
Lew Butler one of the real vet- 
Maury Lazar, brother of Irving of,|erans of the music business, has a 
the Wm. Morris agency, added to’! new connection and is now Chicago 
Mutual Music Society’s New York manager for the Majestic Music Co. 
office and Herb Lutz made head of This is firm 
outfit’s Chicago branch. Shilkret. 





headed by Arthur | 

















THE WRITERS OF 'G'BYE NOW' 
Offer A NATURAL Follow-Up 


“HELLO THERE” 


PLEASE WRITE US (THE WRITERS) 
FOR ADVANCE COPIES 


LEVISON-EVANS MUSIC CO. 


336 W. 24th St., New York City 














ASCAP-NBC Deal | 


Continued from page 1 








will readily signature the 
forms of contract. 

The decision of the ASCAP radio 
committee to meet NBC half way 
on the matter of commercial fees 
was anything but unanimous. The 
vote was four to two and the nega- 
tives came from writers who ex- 
pressed violent opposition to 
ASCAP’s making any price conces- 
sion. Irving Caesar voiced the 
preference for having to live on $1 
a day, if necessary, rather than ac- 
cept the pittance that the two older 
networks were offering ASCAP, and 


same 


he added that there were many 
ASCAP writers that he felt would 
go along with him in that senti- 


ment. 
Woods Awaits Trammell 

Woods’ next move will be to sub- 
mite ASCAP’s counter-proposition 
on price to Niles Trammell, NBC 
prez, whose business with the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion will retain him in Washington 
until Friday (2). Another anticipated 
formality on the part of NBC is the 
calling in of a group of its affiliates 
for approval of the 2%‘ item. 

Members of ASCAP’s radio com- 
mittee have, despite the closeness of 
a price agreement with NBC, as- 
sumed an air of extreme cautious- 
ness. They have advised their own 
business associates not to plan on 
an immediate resumption of relations 
with that network, since nothing 
will be considered as a deal until 
the. language of the proposed con- 
tracts has been completed and sig- 
natures exchanged. 


ASCAP BALLOTS 
IN THE MAIL 





With three new board members of 
ASCAP to be elected in four groups 
—standard and popular writers, and 
standard 
general 


and pop publishers—at a 
membership meeting next 


month, the following nominations in 
each classification have been made: 
. Standard writers: Deems Taylor, 
Oley Speaks, Philip James, Clara 
| cespadinat Horace Johnson, Geoffrey 
|O’Hara, John Tasker Howard, 
Harvey Enders, of which Taylor and 





Speaks are incumbent; 
Popular Writers: Edgar Leslie, 
John Mercer, Otto Harbach, L. 


| Wolfe Gilbert, George Whiting, Stan- 

ley Adams, Lee David, Dorothy 
Fields, Richard Rodgers, of which 
Leslie, Mercer and Harbach are in- 
cumbent; 


Standard Publishers: Walter 
Fischer, Gustave Schirmer, John 
Drain, Carl T. Fischer, A. Walter 


Kramer, W. Deane Preston, Jr., of 
which Fischer and Schirmer are in- 
cumbent: 

Popular Publishers: J. J. Bregman, 
J. J. Robbins, Will von Tilzer, Edwin 
| H. Morris, R. F. Murray and Lester 
Santly, of which Bregman, Robbins 
and Von Tilzer are incumbent. 
| Chairmaning the writers’ nominat- 
ing committee was Jacques Wolfe 
with Howard Dietz, James McHugh, 





Al Lewis, John Redmond, Jerry 
| Livingston. John Sengstack chair- 
}maned the pubs’ nominating com- 
|mitee of George Simon and Larry 


Bobby Day Orchestra 


Bobby Day orchestra, whose only 
New York date of any note has been 
repeated stopovers at the Arcadia 
|Ballroom, has been set to go into 
‘the Chatterbox, Mountainside, N. J., 
| Aug. 12, following Bob Chester. 
|Stay is indefinite. 

Corky O'Keefe and Bobby Burns 








jare managing the band. 





ing with ASCAP, CBS, it is expected, | 


“Into Mountainside Spot 


William Guggenheim a Song Writer 


Copper Dynasty Member Turned to Music Publishing 
in Latter.Years—Home Was Publishing Address 





+ snciinmeesiaptiiaiaelie 

= oe 
British Best Sellers | Death of William Guggenheiin, 
(For Week Ending June 27) | acto of the copper smelting dynasty, 
; gave prominence to his recent pen- 


| re 
chant for songwriting. He authored 





London, July 1. 


Waltzing in Clouds..... Feldman ‘You’re a Glamour Girl,’ Abner Sil- 
I've Got Sixpence.........Wood |} ver doing the tune, with Lois (now 
Does She Love Me...Cinephonic | Mrs. George Jessel) Andrews’ like- 
Do I Love You......... Chappell poe on the title-page. Imprint was 











Over the Hill..........-....C-C | under Gramercy Publication, 3 River- 
ad re sr Wings... -Maurice | heim’s town house. ‘My Heart Keeps 
eeple Pointing......,.. Maurice | Beating for You,’ words by Guggen- 
There ee eee aa C-C | Was jointly copyrighted by them in 
MUSIC CORP FORMED jand likewise ‘independently’ pub- 
e | lished, i.e. Guggenheim financed it. 

| ‘remembered’ four showgirls in a 

‘share and share alike’ proviso in 

Jo Ann Music Corporation has mated to ‘exceed $1,000,000’ and 
been chartered to conduct a music| which subsequently was estimated as 
with a capital stock of 100 shares, no| the four women. The girls are Lil- 
par value. Company has been | yan Andrus, Mary Alice Rice, Mil- 
by Shep Fields, bandleader. |variously in Ziegfeld Follies and 


Sergeant Sally...........Prowse | side Drive, N.Y., which was Guggen- 

How Did He Look.......Prowse | heim and music by Leo Edwards, 

| 1940, same year as ‘Glamour Girl,’ 

: | Neither song was heard of until the 

FOR SHEP FIELDS TUNES publicity attendant to his will which 

Albany, July 29. | an estate which was first esti- 

publishing business in New York,| possibly yielding only $8,000 each to 

formed to handle original tunes held| dred Borst and Florence Sullivan, 
Andrew D. Weinberger was filing | Vanities revues. 





attorney. Guggenheim turned to poetry in 
| his final years—he was over 70 when 


Sammy Kaye's ‘Daddy’ has _ been |‘Crumbs of Love’ which Edwards also 
written by Leonard Whiting, ar-| set to music. Silver refused to co- 

ranger for Will Bradley, and Roy} author a ‘We Want Willkie’ song 

Jacobs. It will be published by} with him, latter being as ardently 

Kaye’s Republic Music. pro-Roosevelt as Guggenheim was 
It’s titled ‘Mommy.’ | Republican. 


Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning July 21 (Monday) and ending July 27 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 
2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 











TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
I eee ie Pe Pee a ee ee A pe (ey TOBUBUC. © ....0259 37 
POE: sho oa a Riko SOS ow hoe bE eee Cee PRODOINS ©. 5c c wes 36 
DE UUNNEE nhc nc bbb ode daaelne Krewe cin ee See se 32 
Kiss Boys Goodbye—(*Kiss Boys Goodbye)......... Famous ; ae 
DRM AE MON SoFood wah wes pa cavele Rint de ca eke den meen Schumann .,...... 21 
Don’t Cry Cherie ..... Te? 8 Re 20 
gi) re aad ad Crea ee Schuberth ....... 20 
EN MOG nd a :5.0 5 oe iby 0k oy 00a Pewee aatl ey) )) rr 
eee Ce. NID 5 os. s c's do 0 i086 bated hd dd oe ba eae OEE, bhi acetone’ lé 
Apple Blossom Time ..... = TeTTye eee 0Ut«st~«*«‘“‘i«‘ 16 
EOP Ee OB Teese SACO ok Sob iiss evdvmeeebenaas cate GEMPEREE bccececee 14 
Maria Elena .:..... Ae See ..Southern ...... . 14 
South of North Carolina ........ ey. MES eee 
WOE > chk s.o hea eek eh eh ok Were enc ss: «a ee ee 14 
{ Found Million Dollar Baby .......:........ccceces Loo!) 3 
Ma I Miss Your Apple Pie ..............0:% pin’ & Wan v0 ho ce 13 
BROMIOTY GEO BONO goss cas cis y > <I hes von wes 12 
Romantic Guy, I er : pe &.5.anse hate Cees 
There Goes That Song Again 16d RE eee 6 i i 

|Call It Anything, It’s Love | rie 
|{ Can’t Change My Heart “, <5 PONE osesctacn 20 
SOU OG § icicsas plete Male ae ted x4 se alte Nake Cae eee pl” ar 
WOU BeOrted Boman’ onc cccicccccvcvesecccs Bo” 10 


* Filmusical excerpt. 











GREAT REQUEST 


NO LETUP 
GOING STRONGER THAN 


“ILL BE WITH YOU IN 


THE SONG 


EVER 


APPLE BLOSSOM TIME” 


The ANDREWS SISTERS Are a Sensation On Records, thf 
Screen and Personal Stage Appearances / 


Fox-Trot Arr. by Jack Mason — Waltz Arr. by Ted Dale 


1619 Broadway, New York 





BROADWAY MUSIC CORP. 
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MARTIN BLOCK PUBLISHING CO. 
NEW YORK 





4 WEEKS OLD !—ELEVENTH ON THE LIST}! 


“1 GUESS I'LL HAVE TO DREAM THE REST” 


* 


Exclusive Distributors 


MUSIC DEALERS SERVICE CORP. 
799 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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Sixth USO Unit on Army Camp Tour 


Bows in Mich.; 


Changes in Troupes 





{ 

Sixth unit of the vaude troupes | 
traveling through Army camps un- 
der sponsorship of the USO-financed | 
Citizen Committee debuted at Sel- 
fridge Field, Michigan, on Friday | 
(25) and is set for a lengthy tour. | 
Other units are likewise out for 
tours of indeterminate length, prob- 
ably all summer. 

New group is headed by m.c. Steve | 
Evans, mimic, and includes Beverley | 
Whitney, warbler; Hylton Sisters 
(3), singers; George Prentice and his 
marionets: Linda Moody, dancer, and 
Frances McCoy, swing vocalist. Man- 
ager is Bill Kendall. 

Number of changes have been | 
made in the units since they got un- 
der way early in June. Casts as they 
now stand are: 

Unit A—Lew Parker, m.c., Ginger 
Harmon, Margo Sisters and June 
Clayton, who comprised the original 
group, plus Patsy Ogden, who re- 
placed Collette Lyons. Al Weis- 
brod is manager and Dave Schooler 
musical director. 

Unit B—Milton Douglas, m.c., and 
Ginger Manners are all that remain 
of original company. Newcomers 
are Gail Manners, Bob King, Elea- 
nor Knight and Barbara Perry, re- 
placing Patricia King and George 
Prentice. George Oshrin continues 
as company manager, while Jack 
Roth has been subbed for Carl Gold- 
ner as music head. 

Unit C—Harry Savoy, m.c., ‘Toni 
Lane, Janis Williams and Tommy 
Trent remain, while Marion Colby 
has replaced Marjorie Gainsworth. 
Hy Blane and Bob Kroll are man- 
ager and musical director, respec- 
tively. 

Unit D—Don Rice, m.c., Ted Les- 
ter, Marie Nash, Elaine Arden and 
Ethel Fairchild remain, while the 
Six Vocalettes and Eleanor Teeman 
replace Dennis Sisters. Ken Nichols 
is manager and Stephen Richards 
musicman. 

Unit E—Don Cummings and Stub- 
by Kaye, m.c.’s, Laura Kellogg, Glor- 
ida Grafton and Midgie Fellows 


holdovér, with Vivyan and Lilyan 
Andrews replacing Seymour and 
Picture. Tony Hughes is manager 


and Leo Stone in charge of music. 
Dancing Circus 
Riverside, Cal., Juiy 29. 

Dancing Circus, a new amusement 
project for soldiers, takes the place 
of 10 acres of orange trees, which 
have been uprooted here within easy | 
reach of Camp Haan and March | 
Field. William Fastnow, president | 
of Amusement Producers, Inc., heads | 
the project, with George T. McCar- 
thy operating. 

In addition to dance music by Gor- | 
don Henderson, the 35,000-square- | 
feet layout will be devoted to boxing | 
and vaudeville. 


St. Louis Shows 
St. Louis, July 29. 

Julius Karty, acting manager: of | 
the city’s $7,000,000 municipal audi- 
torium, part of which has been con- | 
verted into a recreation center for 
draftees from nearby training camps, 
and execs of the Social Planning 
Council have cooked up Saturday 
night shows for the khaki-clad lads. 
Talent recruited by WPA, an orch 
under the same banner and an NYA 
symph orch will furnish the enter- 
tainment. 

Floor shows, etc., are cuffo for the 
draftees and the public is barred. 
First show will be presented Sat- 
urday (2). 








| 
' 





WALKER, MACK QUIT 
PHILLY AGVA POSTS 


Philadelphia, July 29. 
Jimmy Walker, night club m.c., 
resigned as president of the Philly 
local of the American Guild of Va- 








Soldiers’ Rough Stuff 


Closes Scranton to "Em | °)?; 


|press of outside activities made it 


Philadelphia, July 29. 
Trouble in cabarets and roadhouses 
near Scranton, Pa., between natives 


|and soldiers from Fort Dix has re- 
| sulted in placing the town on the 
| ‘off-the-limits’ list by Army officials. 


The soldiers are now training on 
the artillery range at Tobyhanna, 
near Scranton. 


MCA-B.&K. SNAG 
ON OVERTIME 
PAY TO UNIT 


— —-— 





Music Corp. of America and Bala- 
ban & Katz are in a slight tussle on 
which one should pay the acts with 
the ‘Rochester’-Dick Stabile unit for 
working ‘overtime’ at the Chicago, 
Chicago, a couple of weeks ago. 
American Guild of Variety Artists’ 
agreement with B. & K. calls for a 
weekly maximum of 30 shows at the 
house, with all performances over 
that amount to be paid pro rata. 

MCA, not knowing about the 
AGVA agreement with B. & K., 
made no provision in the contract 
with the house for extra shows. 
Last week it was informed by AGVA 
that it would have to pay the acts 
the extra coin, but MCA referred 
the matter to B. & K. Latter ‘cir- 
cuit, however, claims that MCA is 
liable in being the owner of the unit 
and employer of the acts individu- 
ally. 


SABLON QUITS BOSTON 
NITERY DUE TO ILLNESS 


Jean Sablon is out of the Ritz- 
Cariton Roof, Boston, show, because 
of iilness. 

The French ‘Bing Crosby’ with- 
drew over the past weekend, fore- 
going nearly two and a half weeks 
of a three-week booking. 











‘Icecapades ’42’ Has 
Solid Year’s Bookings 


Atlantic City, July 29. 

What may well be a precedent— 
or at least close to it—is the year’s 
solid booking of the Arena Managers 
Assn.’s ‘Icecapades of 1942,’ which 
had its debut here last week at Con- 
vention Hall (25) to a packed house. 

Ice Show opened here to what 
John H. Harris, prez of the assn., de- 
scribes as the ‘biggest advance sale 
in the history of Convention Hall.’ 
Second night was sold out in ad- 
vance. 

‘Icecapades’’ is slated to stay here 
for five weeks. and not one as pre- 
viously reported, and closes its tour 
next June 1 in Los Angeles. 

Show played 47 weeks in its 1941 
version and made a Republic fea- 
ture in Hollywood, to be released in 
September. Chester Hale is the di- 





rector of the new ‘Icecapades.’ 
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Now Appearing at the 


STRAND, New York, 
AND HELD OVER 
3 WEEKS 3 


Direction: JACK DAVIES 


LLIWOG” 








riety Artists at a meeting of the 
|board of directors last Thursday 
Reason given was that the 


impossible for him to continue. 


Also turning in his resignation was 
Bob Mack, singer, and first vice- 
president. Mack gave the same rea- 
son for his withdrawal. Joe Campo, 
nitery comic, and second vice-presi- 


Brandts to Resume 


N.Y. Vaude in sept |9 ADMINISTER 


Despite their talk of a few weeks 
ago that they would not again con- 
sider vaude in their theatres unless 
the unions eased up on their de- 
mands, the Brandts have already set 
Sept. 18 as the resumption date for 
stage shows at the Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, and Windsor, Bronx. 

Shows are already being lined up, 
with bands again to predominate, but 
as yet no definite commitments have 
been made. 

Both houses have been playing 
Wee & Leventhal stock this sum- 


dent automatically moved into the 
prexy’s chair. 


The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 

(Reprinted from Variety of July 29, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Governmental weather sharps state the summer of 1921 has piled up over 
400 degrees of excess temperature—and the August dog-days have yet to 
come. The continued heat wave is no jesting matter, or if so, it’s a grim 
one for the vaudeville manager. The date is set forth because the hereto- 
fore unassailable Palace record has been singed by the wave lately. Mon- 
day night was said to be much better than some other scorching evenings. 
The lower floor saw 100 or more empty seats. The Palace has its cool 
spots and they are located on the right side, where open doorways filter 
a breeze from the yard. There is located the orange drink stand and that 
is doing a rushing intermission business. 

The bill was an in-and-outer. Little Herman Timberg, next to finale, 
drew the biggest hand of the proceedings, winning tke show’s honors 
cleanly. It was Timberg’s nimbly peculiar stepping that won out for him. 
His dialect chatter aided somewhat, with the smiles resulting on his 
‘money’ talk (money makes him laugh, especially on Saturday night). 
A lyric on ‘Rosie,’ with a pretty tune and comic lyric, was liked. Tim- 
berg’s dancing provided an out for the weak spot in his imitation bit, 
when he repeated an Al Jolson number, the same imitation that was of-- 
fered by the No. 2 act (Bernard and Garry). 

As aides to the Timberg score, the Watson Sisters, who had opened 
intermission and had changed to neat street togs, walked on. Timberg 
was telling the audience he was all wrapped up in his work, when Kitty 
strolled on and suggested he take her for a ride in the park—in her car. 
He turned on her but was just about to change his mind when big-hearted 
Fanny interfered, ‘bawling’ Kitty for making up to the little fellow, for 
it being only Monday, they would probably have: him on their hands all 
week. Besides she objected to taking a chance, as little as he is. Fanny 
extended that by saying she once played on the bill with Singer’s Midgets. 

The Watson girls corralled one of the restricted hits of the evening with 
their ‘Horsepitality’ turn. Early with ‘You Made Me Forget How to Cry, 
Little Boy,’ Fanny clowned in the audience, collecting a box of candy, 
extracting half a dozen pieces which started melting in her hands. 

Cecil Lean and Cleo Mayfield, headlining, followed the Watsons with 
their new ‘Rehearsing,’ remaining 23 minutes for one of the two class bits 
of the show. Miss Mayfield appeared with bobbed hair and looked ex- 
tremely neat—there are few who can match ker in appearance. Her eve- 
ning frock was not daring but the line: ‘Well, dearie, if we are not going 
to the show I'll put some clothes on,’ registered perfectly. (Miss May- 
field’s odd voice has always been the feature of her lines; it is succulent). 
Lean’s single, ‘When a Wife Grows Fat,’ a fast lyric delivered in‘ style, 
was liked, while the team’s biggest number was ‘In the Lorg Ago,’ used 
before by them. The face to face dance, dual ‘See You Later’ chatter, also 
native to Lean, took them off to reward. 

It was the introduction to the unexpected that saved the show in gen- 
eral Monday night. Sudden appearances of players in other acts happened 
no less than three times. Prior to the Watsons and Timberg fun, Ned Nor- | 
worth trotted on in the Lean-Mayfield turn to deliver a card. It was a 
slight nut bit but it got him more than he was able to do with his own 
act, which was a sodden No. 4. 

The other ‘revue’ touch came at the close of the Madeline and Dorothy 
Cameron turn (New Acts). Billy Gaxton is wedded to Madeline and the 
bits he performed with her tickled the house to the full. Gaxton inter- 
posed to say he had no place to go, so doubled at the piano with the pian- 
ist, while they danced as encore. There were other bits, once Gaxton 
leaving Madeline flat on the floor. A Mr. Hestor, wko is in the Gaxton 





mer, and biz has been okay. 

















turn and who is no lightweight, then appeared for a stepping bit that won 
laughs and applause. The other work placed the Cameron girls in the 
light of heroines. They glistened in perspiration, but stuck it out bravely 
during the extra seven minutes added to their routine. This may be regu- 
lar business as the two turns are booked together. 

Gaxton himself is a bear of a worker. The Rupert Hughes comedy 
| playlet, ‘The Junior Partner,’ was made a good No. 3, almost entirely by 
the vigor of his playing. Through it all his coat was buttoned. The chap 
playing the friend was in worse luck, being compelled to sport an over- 
coat hiding the shirt front advertisement. The turn is almost entirely 
| given over to the three male characters, the feminine roles being just bits. 

Horace Goldin held the house in the closing spot, the act showing but 
one illusion—the new trick of ‘sawing a woman in half. There was some 
contest over the rights to the stunt, with Goldin apparently winning out. 
Though he claims originality, the act has been showing in England. It is 
said to be an old Chinese trick. Goldin said it was a vivisection feat and 
combined. ‘surgery and hypnotism.’ A committee of two persons was 
requested but secured by means of a small girl giving out number cards 
and a wheel spun on the stage, the number ‘winning’ being elected to 
come forth, The men may have been plants but it was a new way to 
select them. 

Fred Bernard and Sid Garry did nicely in No. 2, though it was too 
warm to hope for a demand encore so early. The Wilson Aubrey Trio, 
probably the sole parallel bar turn on big time, opened very successfully. 
The bar stunts won returns, while the wrestling burlesque at the close 
proved the trio’s comedy punch as before. Ibee. 


e 








T.A. PENDING 
U.S. TAXES 


Pending passage of the new Fed. 
eral tax bill, the Theatre Authority 
will take no action to oppose the 
Treasury Department’s recent ruling 
imposing the regular amusement tax 
on all theatrical benefit admissions. 
In the meantime, a special committee 
consisting of Walter Vincent, Frank 
Gillmore and Alan Corelli will have 
charge of the TA’s continued opposi- 
tion to the ruling. Henry Jaffe, TA 
attorney, will work with the com- 
mittee. 

That policy was determined at a 
meeting of the TA board of directors 
yesterday (Tuesday). Election held 
at the same session resulted in the 
naming of Gillmore as president of 
the theatrical charity organization, 
Brock Pemberton vice-president, and 
Florence Marston second vice-presi- 
dent. Understood that if the new 
tax bill finally passed by Congress 
continues the imposition of an im- 
post on theatrical benefit admissions, 
an appeal will be made direct to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Treas- 
ury’s recent ruling was that because 
a percentage of benefit funds is used 
to pay TA expenses, the shows are 
not bonafide charities. Idea is that 
the Secretary of the Treasury will 
be approached with a proposal for 
TA to collect a flat sum, rather than 
a percentage, thus possibly qualify- 
ing the benefit shows as for bonafide 
charity purposes, 


“Aquatennial’ in Red 


Minneapolis, July 29. 
Financed principally by the sale of 
$1 buttons to the general public, 
good for admission to 25 attractions, 
including a big indoor stage show, a 
water follies, etc., the 1941 Minneap- 
olis ‘Aquatennial’ festival last week, 
modeled along the New Orleans’ 
Mardi Gras lines, did not net suffi- 
cient from this source and from the 
sale of reserved seats at the various 
events to cover its $175,000 cost, ac- 
cording to a report of the board of 
directors’ chairman, Tom Hastings. 
However, it was acclaimed a big 
success as a civic show because of 
the publicity for the city, etc. 


RHUMBA 
CASINO 


State at Wacker 
CHICAGO 




















“W orld’s Most Thrilling 
Theatre Club” 


MOST SPECTACULAR 
ENTERTAINMENT IN 
NORTH AMERICA 
DEDICATED TO THE 
SOUTH AMERICAN WAY! 


Luncheon - Matinee Dansant 
Dinner - After Theatre 


Open 11:30 A.M. to 5 A.M. 


Managing Directors 
ALBERT GREENFIELD 
MILTON SCHWARTZ 














Songwriter Mooney 


* James Mooney (& Holbein), one of 
vaude’s topnotch performers years 
ago and now in the oldtimer class, 
has written a song, ‘I Had a Hat.’ 


Jerry Vogel Music Co. is publish- 
ing. 


COLLEGE INN, HOTEL 











COLEMAN CLARK and Co. 


Werld’s Feremest Exponents of Table Tennis 
Deubling CHICAGO THEATER and 


(Now in 13th Week) 


SHERMAN, CHICAGO 
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St. Louis Legislation Would Bar 


Fly-by-Night 


St. Louis, July 29. 

Legislation aimed at curbing fly- 
by-night entertainment promoters, 
who fail to deliver what they adver- 
tise and then blow town leaving a 
flock of unpaid debts, from using the 
$7,000,000 Municipal Auditorium is 
peing prepped for introduction in the 
fall session of the Board of Alder- 
men. Execs of the city sports palace 
have had many headaches due to the 
unethical tactics of the rapid-depart- 
ing gentry and figure that strict leg- 
islation will eventually force this 
type out of the picture. 

Larry Sunbrock, who's said to 
have made big coin every time he 
staged a show here, was the cause of 
most of the worries of the audi- 
torium execs. On one occasion, after 
he had blown town and left a pile 
of unpaid debts, the city long- 
distanced and wired him in Los An- 
geles to contact Sunbrock and get 
the situation ironed out. Many 
weeks elapsed before it was taken 
care of. After that event Sunbrock 
was required to post enough cash to 
take care of bills before he was per- 
mitted to lease the building. Even- 
tually he was barred completely. 

The same banning order against 
him holds good at Sportsman's Park, 
where he presented a rodeo and then 
left town, allegedly ignoring his 
promise to put the playing field 
back in good condition. 


Oxford Boys Sued 
By Agent Seeking 
‘Hellz’ Commission 


Chicago, July 29. 

David P. O'Malley, local agent, has 
filed suit against the Three Oxford 
Beys, currently in the road company 
of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ He's seeking al- 
legedly unpaid commissions. 

Suit, filed through attorney Harry 
P. Munns, claims that the Oxford 
Trio has refused to pay commissions 
on the current engagement since 
May 5, when O’Malley’s managerial 
contract with the trio expired. 

Oxford boys claim that since the 
contract expired on May 5 they 
don’t have to pay O'Malley commis- 
sions beyond that date. O’Malley 
avers an agent is entitled to his 
commission from an act as long as 
an act continues to work on a job 
obtained through that agent. 











Show Promotions 








TITO 
GUIZAR 


Thanks, Chicago, for a 
Wonderful 10 Weeks’ 
Record-Breaking En- 
gagement at the 


NEW RHUMBA 
CASINO 


Climaxed With an Extra 
Wonderful Week 
at the 


CHICAGO THEATRE 


Exclusive RCA Victor 
Recording Artist 


Management 


MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 











One Way to Tell 





Boston, July 29. 

Men and women would not be 
permitted to sit on stools around 
a bar under the provisions of a 
new law coming before the Sen- 
ate here. 

‘As situation is now, bartend- 
ers can’t tell when a customer 
has had enough,’ explained Sen- 
ator J. Stanton, of Fitchburg. 
‘Without the stools, drunks will 
pass out quicker.’ 


Still No Deal On 
MCA Takeover 
Of NBC Artists 


There is still no Music Corp. of 
America deal set for the NBC Ar- 
tists Bureau takeover, similar to 
MCA’s CBS acquisition which, in- 
cidentally, comes up for ratification 
Aug. 22 at a stockholders’ election. 
Some 5,000 proxies are lacking to in- 
sure it. 

Unlike CBS Artists, which many 
of the CBS directorate, notably the 
Levys of Philadelphia, thought was 
not wholly pertinent to the broad- 
casting business, NBC feels differ- 
ently and would like to retain its 
package shows and talent of a cali- 
bre such as Fibber McGee & Molly, 
Dorothy Lamour, Edgar Bergen. 
sundry script shows, etc. 

That is amenable with J. C. Stein, 
prez of MCA, who came east from 
his Beverly Hills headquarters for 
the second time in two weeks, pre- 
sumably to close the deal, but flew 
back west over the weekend with 
nothing set. Meantime, the William 
Morris agency is still not entirely 
out of the running. 


Stein (MCA) was willing that NBC 
retain whatever it chose, but wanted 
a sliding price downward with each 
loss of unit. His schedule of pay- 
ment wasn’t to NBC’s liking. 


Abandonment of its artists’ Bureau 
won’t necessarily mean that NBC 
won't continue to sell talent to spon- 
sors, Frank E. Mullen, exec v.p. and 
general manager of NBC, stated. 
| Package shows that NBC kas built 














'will continue to be sold, with the | 


sale of the artists service being just 
a means to, get away from direct 
management of artists, Mullen added. 


‘PA. WINS ON % SUIT 





| Milton Rubin, publicity agent, 
has been awarded judgment over 


| Henny Youngman, comedian, in the | 


| City court by Judge John J. Byrnes, 
on an agreement giving him 74% 
|of Youngman’s gross 
Case is now being referred to 
a referee to determine actual dam- 
ages for the alleged breach 
| Originally Rubin claimed he was 
owed $1,150 but now declares the 
amount to be more. Rubin charged 
Youngman offered an $800 settle- 
|ment which was rejected 
man’s salary rose from $90 weekly 
to $500 and $1,000 weekly as re- 
| sult of his publicity campaign, 
| Rubin claims. 


| 
Gertrude Niesen Set 
For Frisco Night Clu 


Gertrude Niesen early this week 
tore herself away from her newly 
acquired $2,000,000 Newport, R. L., 
mansion, which her mother picked 
up at a sale for $21,000, to open July 
31 at the Moderne, ’Frisco. She'll 
stick there at least four weeks. 

Meanwhile, Miss Niesen is on the 


earnings. 








which she can star. She claims she 
has the backing for such a show, if 
and when she can find a suitable 
i script. 





On Bad Check Charge 


Charles S. Miller, 40, an ex-con | 
who claims to be a theatrical pro- | 
|ducer, has been returned from New | 
| York to St. Louis, where he faces a | 
| felony charge for having allegedly | 
| passed a $200 rubber check on the | 
Mark Twain hotel last February after 
{Be had applied for permission to re- 
; open the shuttered Shubert theatre 
| in midtown with a vaude and mu- 
| sical comedy policy. After Miller, 
| alias Sidney Seasonwine, filed the 
application to reopen the house he’s 
said to have obtained $160 on the 
phoney check and disappeared. 

Police say that he cashed several 
other bogus checks for smaller 
amounts in downtown clothing stores 
and bought an automobile in a simi- 
lar manner but never called for the 
clothes. He borrowed a machine, 
pending the delivery of the new one 
and, after hiring a chauffeur, ditched 
him penniless in Chicago. Miller 
said an uncle whom he refused to 
name had sent him from New York 
to open the Shubert theatre. 

Police records show that Miller 
was released from Sing Sing in 1939, 
where he served a jolt for bad 
checks, and also is wanted in Denver. 
Los Angeles and Paterson, N. J., on 
similar charges. 


PROSER IN JAM 
WITH AGVA ON 
PAYOFF 


i 
St. Louis, July 29. | 


herr Held in St. L. 
| 














| Proser’s headaches, most of them ac- 
| quired at 


VS. HENNY YOUNGMAN 


| sonal notes are covering the debts 


Young- 


hunt for a musical comedy book in | 


Monte Proser is jammed up with 
| the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
| tists for failure to pay off in full at 
least one of the acts in the closing 
| show at ihe Beachcomber, New York. 
| Act that brought the complaint is 
| Toy and Wing. 

| AGVA first threatened to put 
| Proser’s newly opened (28) venture, 
| Piping Rock, Saratoga, on the un- 
fair list, automatically pulling out 
| the show, but Sidney Robinson, front- 
| ing for a syndicate, pointed out to 
| the actors union that Proser is mere- 
ly an employee at Piping Rock and 
that Robinson himself wouid be per- 
sonally responsible for the Sara- 
, toga payroll. This assurance is said 
to have also appeased the musicians 
union and so Emile Coleman’s orch 
opened on schedule. Terry Lawler, 
Copacabana Revue (8) and Chan- 
dra-Kaly Dancers complete the first 
week’s show. Joe E. Lewis is sched- 
uled to open Aug. 4, while Adelaide 





Moffett will replace Miss Lawler 
Aug. 11. 
The Beachcomber rap adds to: 


Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., when the foldup of his mon- 
ster ‘Dance Carnival’ left him in- 
debted to bandleaders and others to 
the tune of around $25,000. His per- 


and he expected to recoup a good 


part of his losses by touring the 
dancery under the sponsorship of 
Radio Corp. of America, but that 


looks cold now. 

RCA was to tour ‘Dance Carnival’ 
as a promotion for its records (Vic- 
tor-Bluebird) via the strict use of 
Victor recording bands, with Proser 
sharing in the profits, if any, if not 
on a straight guarantee basis. 

AGVA insists that unless Proser 
pays the owed salary to Toy and 
Wing he will be placed on the ‘un- 
fair list?’ and no AGVA member, or 
AGVA-franchised agent, could do 
business with him. AGVA 
| claims that Carmen D’Antonio, who 

headlined the final Beachcomber 
| show, also was not paid for the final 
| week, but she accepted the personal 
/notes of John Goddard, Proser’s at- 
| torney. 
Walter Batchelor and the Shu- 
| berts were also interested in the 
| Beachcomber, but Proser signed all 
'the contracts and he’s taking the 
| rap. 


Magis Elect Gamble 


Seattle, July 29. 
Ray Gamble, Tacoma, was elected 
president of the Pacific Coast Assn. 
of Magicians at the regional con- 
vention held here. 
Oakland was selected as the con- 


also 





Police Chief Who Put the Lid on Mpls. 














vention city for 1942. 


In Duluth Hosp; Mayor Under Fire 


What, No Dish? 


Kansas City, July 29. 

Barney Joffee gives the pa- 
trons only a feature picture, 45- 
minute, five or six-act vaude bill 
with stage band, comedy and 
news for admission of 30c any 
seat, any time, at his Tower 
theatre here. 

Bill Stein and Charlie Finkel- 
stine, house assistants, overheard 
a fond mama leaving house with 
her youngster consoling thus: 

‘No sonny, this isn’t the thea- 
tre where we get the dish.’ 


Strawhat Vaude 
In Click Bow At 
Clinton, Conn. 


Clinton, Conn., July 29. 
J. Burleigh Morton's venture in 
strawhat vaude at Andrews Memor- 
ial here got off to an okay start in 
first of six weeks’ series, 


Headed by Pat Rooney, bill went 
over big with customers, many of 
whom were apparently seeing their 
initial program of variety enter- 
tainment. Audience reaction was 
gauged by applause meters printed 
in programs, giving fans an oppor- 
tunity to check off likes and dis- 
likes regarding the acts. Ticket buy- 
ers rubbed elbows with the enter- 
tainers at a ‘Pink Elephants’ club 
gathering after each show. 

Numerous comments from femme 
attendees brought owt the fact that 
while they had trouble in dragging 
their husbands to summer legit 
strawhatters, they experienced no 
difficulty at all in inducing them to 
catch a vaude show. 

Spot is a paradise for troupers, 
with opening show acts clamoring 
for return dates after a week of 
cottage life at this shoreline com- 
munity. 


Approximate attendance on 











first 


| week bettered 2,000. 


Bows to Health 


Pittsburgh, July 29. 
Advised by her physician to give 
up active work on account of a 
spinal injury, Dorothy Hayes has 
quit Hollywood Blondes, roller-skat- 
ing act at Villa Madrid, and remain- 
ing three femmes, Dorothy Olsen, 
Celeste Eichling and Joan Reid, plan 

to carry on for time being as trio. 





Minneapolis. July 29. 

Police Chief E. B. Hansen, who 
suddenly resigned and disappeared 
after clamping the lid on all-night 
drinking and gambling spots, has 
been located in a Duluth hospital 
suffering from sleeping sickness. He 
was in good health, however, when 
he left Minneapolis nine days after 
he had assumed office, according to 
his wife. 

Mayor-elect M. B. Kline, who 
claims to have been in ignorance of 
Hansen’s plans and who charges an 
‘underworld plot’ to discredit him, 
had been unable, at this wfiting, to 
interview Hansen because of the lat- 
ter’s condition. In radio talks and 
statements to the press he is asking 
the public to withhold judgment. 

Meantime, newspapers editorially 
are demanding ‘a showdown’ and the 
grand jury is investigating racketeer- 
ing, vice and general police condi- 
tions, with the mayor appearing as 
one of the witnesses. The news- 
papers have been publishing reports 
about rival factions fighting to take 
over control of vice. 

Adding fuel to all the fire was the 
claim of the Rev. H. J. Soltau, the 
State’s foremost vice crusader, re- 
cuperating in a hospital here from 
a severe beating received while 
raiding niteries in the suburbs, that 
Hansen resigned ‘because a _ resort 
was tipped off before an impending 
raid by him and the chief.’ The 
minister also alleges that Mayor 
Kline, despite avowals that he would 
clean out the racketeers, gave no 
orders to clamp on the lid until after 


the police chief resigned and 
cleared out, 
Hansen Recommended 


Before being appointed chief, Han- 
sen had been employed as police 
head at a large manufacturing plant 
here and had been recommended te 
Mayor Kline by the FBI. The cus- 
tom has been to appoint a member 
of the police department. 


‘Circulation of a theory that the 
police chief, who resigned in nine 
days, did so because Mayor Kline 


wouldn’t permit him to be honest, 
has some of the aspects of kicking 
a man when he is down,’ declared 
the Minneapolis Times editorially. 
‘Not even the ex-police chief has in- 
timated that any act of the mayor 


was the reason for his hasty de- 
parture from office. 
‘It seems only fair to give the 


mayor a chance to get his breath 
from the shock of the Hansen fiasco 
and consequent disruption of his 
plans so he may prove by his acts 
that he was and still is determined 
to fight it out with the racketeers.’ 


Norwood Sets Dates 
For Merry Macs, Hawk 


Harry Norwood, personal manager 
of the Merry Macs and Bob Hawk, 
arrived in New York last week from 
Hollywood. Will remain east about 


Hayes gal left the turn in Hunt- | a week. 
ington, W. Va., Blondes’ last stand Expects to close for some theatre 
before coming on to Pittsburgh. dates for his clients. 
~~ —— —_—_—— — | 
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40 HOUSE REVIEWS VARIETY 
f | iim 
out, and both man and woman are | gives him a boyish appeal. It doesn’t. 
STRAND, N. Y. | standard funny people. STATE, N. Y. | Single homerun on this card is STANLEY, PITT 
Alice Dawn, warbler with strong | — _ ‘ | chalked up by the Wensen, Brothers, o> 
; , (17) wi Patri- pipes, gives out three pops with bet- Harry Richman, Willie oppe, a pair of nifty mimics, el r ; ttsburgh, July 25. 

Pte Bg ya lg Lime ter than fair results. She has good Carroll and Howe, Gautier’s Ponies | is dual impersonation, One does the ‘Rochester,’ Dick Stabile’s Band 
¢ - n Ci and choice of numbers | and Dogs, Jack Cole Dancers; ‘That| vocal, the other the physical man-| (12), Gracie Barrie, Walton and 


Trio, Ames and Arno; ‘Bride Came 
C.O.D.,’ reviewed in Variety, July 2. 
layout in support of the) 
Bette Davis-James Cagney ‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ rates among the bes: 
the Strand has produced. In com- | 
mand throughout is Phil Harris, | 
fresh from Jack Benny’s Jello radio | 
program, now laying off for the sum- | 
mer. Thus the hour and few odd 
minutes of stage doings pack a wallop 
from start to finish, its pep punching 
like a trip-hammer. 

Harris says that he hasn't been 
around New York in front of a band 
for some seven years and, between 
gags about Benny to set his im- 
mediate past with vague-minced 
customers, cracks about New York's 
‘loss’ of his corn music. The band 
he has behind him, staffed by four 
sax, three trombones, three trumpets, 
two pianos, brass-string bass, guitar 
and drums, does a most satisfying 
job. Its chairs are in the hands of 
competent men equipped with pains- 
taking arrangements. For stage work 
few bands could do a better job and 
on the one or two opportunities it 
gets at pop stuff in dance tempo the 
outfit shows that ballroom one-night- 
ers would be just as well handled. 
In a late number the leader introes 
some of his men and explains that 
the entire outfit is his radio band. 

Harris does announcements, trots 
out gags, some live, some dead, bui 
all effective with this audience. He 
also lends an oar to some of the acts, 
all contributing to the smoothness. 
Bits of crossfire with his men and a 
short exchange with the man in the 
booth pyramid giggles. 

Of the outside turns two are 
standard, surefire routines seen often 
but one The Billingtons, recently at 
Leon and Eddie’s, New York nitery 
is not very familiar to theatre pa- 
trons. Boy and girl, fresh and clean 
looking, go over solidly with three 
dance routines, each imaginatively 
routined and expertly executed, 
Opener is a fast jitterbug tap, then a 
rhythm bit in unison and a short, 
‘speedy routine to finish. Turn got a 
heavy reaction. 

Lime Trio have been around for 
years. Production end introes their 
pantomimic stuff neatly by inform- 
ing Harris ‘a present’ has arrived for 
him from Jack Benny. They then 
cart the trunk containing  the| 
mechanical doll member onstage, a} 
dispatch card, ‘To Phil Harris,’ at- | 
tached. Knockabout act, winding up | 
with the blackfaced doll dancing on | 
a pole, socks heavily. 

Ames and Arno have played this 
house before and form a tasty wind- 
up of the accompanying acts, despite | 
their knock ’em down and drag ’em | 
out routine being sjmilar to the Lime | 
Trio’s. The two tear things apart and | 
score like they always do—solidly. | 

Patricia Kay, vocalist with the | 
band, tall, good-looking and auburn- 
haired, gets off on the right foot 
with a flowing-tempoed version of 
‘Daddy,’ using Harris as the title 


Stage 











foil, and follows with a short try at/| 


‘Down the Road Apiece,’ boogie- 
woogie number. Gal does allright. 
Harris shoves the show toward the 
files with a vocal of his by-now- 
Standard ‘That’s What I Like About 
the South,’ with seemingly unending | 


lyrics, then gives the downbeat on | 


the Jello 

fades. 
Biz almost capacity when caught 

Friday night (opening). Wood. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, July 25. 
Herman Hyde with Sally Burrill, 
Baby Lawrence, Six Danwells, Alice 
Dawn, Joey Ross and Gladys Ben- 
nett, Dancing Darlings (16); ‘Singa- 
pore Woman’ (WB). 


signoff as the elevator 








_ With the exception of the produc- 
tion numbers this is straight vaude- 
ville and pretty fair entertainment. 
Although there is no name strength 
to lend support at the b.o., house 
seems set for a satisfactory week. 


Line of femmes is okay offering | 


three routines, produced by Madeline 
Wallace and Vee Ames, and although 
the numbers unveil nothing new in 
the way of ideas, they are adequate. 
A radium number is the best of the 
lot, with a gal being projected out 
over the audience on a moveable 
prop to symbolize a butterfly. 

Teeterboard act, the Six Danwells, 
comes forth with some swell stunts, 
» the real strength of the bill. There’s 

plenty of action and some really ex- 
ceptional tumbling and teeter tricks 
which the six men do with finesse. 

Joey Ross and Gladys Bennett, 
talking comedy team, are unimpres- 
Sive. Gags are strictly of the moth- 
eaten variety, and while the gal 
shows promise as a comedienne, pos- 
sessing an infectious laugh and good 
sense of timing, the team should 
search for new material. Song and 
= finish is the only punch in the 
act. 

Hoke pure and simple is the back- 
bone of the efforts of Herman Hyde 
and Sally Burrill. There are prop 
violins, prop bass violins and a non- 
descript looking harp, out of which 
a skunk, a wooden woman who does 
bumps, and a spittoon, among other 
things, appear. Act is smartly pre- 


|}and appears 


appearance 
with audience appeal, but could im- 
prove her diction. 
with this family house. 

Colored male tap dancer, Baby 
Lawrence, has a:fine assortment of 
steps in the jive groove. 

Biz good at second show 
(23). 


Friday 
Gold. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 25. 


Vaughn Monroe Orch with Gil 


Lamb, Six Willys, Evelyn Farney, | 


Marylin Duke, Ziggy Talent; “Reach- 
ing for the Sun’ (Par). 

This is the initial showing here- 
abouts of Vaughn Monroe’s impres- 
sive assemblage of brasses, and, with 
the addition of Gil Lamb, Evelyn 
Farney and the Willys, it makes a 
neatly effective presentation which 
is doubly welcome to the Buffalo's 
stage after nearly three months of 
straight films. 

Musically, the outfit features a 
strong addiction to the jump style 
to have attained its 
meteoric stellar rating on the 
strength of a politely emphatic pre- 
occupation with outre rhythm, dis- 
sonance and an unusual orchestra- 
tion. 

The first half of the proceedings 
seems overweight in jitteroo appeal, 
but Monroe’s own vocais are so 
smartly highlighted in contrast that 
the unbalance is thus considerably 
encompassed. The maestro’s smooth, 
distinctively styled balladry is a 
socko concoction, sure of the most 
solid sort of returns, and, as evi- 
denced by the ‘Pagliacci’ thing, 
whammed in English and then jived 
with brass interpolations, is un- 
doubtedly largely responsible for the 
band’s rapid climb. 

Marylin Duke, on briefly in the 
deuce spot, ties up ‘Daddy’ and ‘Hut 
Sut’ and delivers them for what here 
was a warm welcome. Later, Ziggy 
Talent's eccentric comic packaging 
of Joe E. Lewis’ ‘Sam, You Made the 
Pants Too Long’ and ‘Ants in Pants,’ 
is surefire. Both performers, from 
the regular band group, rate under- 
lining. 

Lamb, heading the added talent 


division, coasts part of the way, but | 


has enough on the ball to bring him 


in strongly. His jitterbug takeoff is | tinkling bells, the ears of all three | cordian, electric guitar, 


plenty funny and the muchly im- 


Registered well, 


Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 





This midsummer stage show is just 


30-so. However, business Thursday 


night (24) was very good, customers: 


getting surcease from the heat in this 
air-conditioned theatre. The word- 
of-mouth on the film, however, de- 
preciates the bill's b.o. value gen- 
erally. 

Harry Richman is back on the 

boards and the show's topper. He 
has been rather absent locally since 
last summer's click at Ben Marden’s 
| Riviera with Sophie Tucker and Joe 
| E. Lewis, the trio later moving into 
ithe State for two weeks. 
Richman has changed his routine 
| slightly since his last trip here, but 
the songs are essentially the clickers 
with which he has been socko for 
some time. ‘Number 10 Lullaby 
Lane’ is a pleasant tune into which 
are intermingled “That Old Gang of 
Mine.’ Jolson’s favorite ‘April Show- 
ers,’ Fannie Brice’s ‘My Man,’ Can- 
tor’s ‘Susie,” Miss Tucker’s ‘Some of 
These Days’ and, naturally, his own 
fave, ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz.’ Patriotic 
finale is given to the hilt, with the 
warbler strong in lyrically advocat- 
ing backing up the President. 

Novelty turn is Willie Hoppe, the 
world’s champion billiardist, who 
recently won the three-cushion title 
in Chicago in amazing fashion. Few 
of the shots Hoppe uses here are em- 
ployed in competition, but the cue 
wizard certainly has plenty on the 
spheres. Trick carom shots are an- 
nounced over the p.a. system. while 
a mirror enables the onlooker to 
watch the ivories cavort around the 
green baize. Three-cushion shot 
without touching any of the assorted 
50 balls as the concluding trick is the 
touch of a master. 

Carroll and Howe have the comedy 
assignment, such as it is. Team’s 
chatter took some time to register. 
Fast-talking comedienne shows pos- 
sibilities and should have surer ma- 
terial. She indicates versatility by 
singing ‘Lady Be Good,’ which con- 
cludes with a trumpet imitation, 
while her hoofing is okay. Partner's 
best work is in the stepping depart- 
ment. ; 

Another novelty is Jack Cole’s 
East Indies dances. 
two Balinese dancing girls, the rou- 
tine is short but effective. They 
| move about in native costumes, with 





| sporting pearls. While the gyrations 


Working with | 


nerisms. Duo scores heavily with 
half-dozen slick impersonations, 
topped off by a Bergen and Mc- 
Carthy exchange that is a wow. 

Biz bueno. Leslie. 
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Kansas City, July 26. 
Simp-Phonies (4), Dorothy Keller, 
| Hestwood and Stone, The Saxons, 
Lester Harding, Norma Jean Hines, 
Herb Six House Orch; ‘Mountain 
Moonlight’ (Rep). 





List of acts comprising this vaude 
bill has both strong and light en- 
tries; the summing up is average. 
It's formula in presentation, with the 
Herb Six band opening and Lester 


+ Harding chiming in on the vocal be- 


fore he gets into the m.c. work. 


Initial single is Dorothy Keller in 
a trio of fast terp routines, a semi- 
eccentric, a South American-flavored 
bit, and a windup with a jive and 
corn routine. All are fast and she 
works hard for her deserved hand. 

Mid-show is given over to pair of 
novelty acts, Hestwood and Stone 
with their puppetry getting the first 
chance. Their characters are heav- 
ily in caricature and quite accept- 
able although the house has seen 
better of this kind recently. Act 
makes use of recorded music in get- 
ting over jts long-haired, piano- 
playing puppet, Minnie Mouse bal- 
let, opera-singing hen and jitterbug 
jugglers. Fritz and Hans Saxon fea- 
ture balancing with a European 
flavor. They take turns teetering 
ston a small cylinder and enhance 
their work by performing atop 
platforms and ladders reaching into 
the fly. It’s precise work and sus- 
penseful to the audience. 

Harding has his turn to. sing 
‘Green Eyes’ in the softer range, 
possibly at a slightly under-paced 
tempo. Then calls on Norma Jean 
Hines, youthful amateur winner, for 
routine of agile Hawaiian contor- 
tions. 

Final turn is given to the Four 
| Simp-Phonies, Frank Wildner, Wal- 
| ter Scott, Mose Williams and Jim 





| Craig. with instrumentation of ac- 
violin, and 
|rack of tympani gadgets.  Instru- 


proved swallowed-harmonica bit, as- | are exotic. the music is of the pop | mental work is standard of the hill- 


sisted by Tommy Sanford, carried 
him off for top applause. Only in 
his straight monos does he appear 
to pull the wallops of. his comedy 
punching. 

Six Willys, out of Ed Wynn's ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,’ are spotted for 
a fast and spectacular acros and 
juggling. They snap up the pace and 
add a colorful flash of novelty. Miss 
Farney’s tricky taps, in which she 
has progressed noticeably since her 
last showing here when she was still 
a bandshow novitiate, now get an 
eye-filling assist from the smart ex- 
ploitation of her pert personality. 
Agreeable poise and tasteful groom- 
ing make her look like mccoy mu- 
sical comedy material. 

Attendance sturdy at supper show 
opening day despite highest tempera- 
ture of entire summer. Burton. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. © 


(HIPPODROME) 


Atlantic City, July 27. 

Patricia Ellis, 

Ray and Harrison, Victoria Troupe 

| (6), Three Harmonica Bees, Dan 

| Goldie’s House Orch (10); ‘Sunset in 
Wyoming’ (Rep). 








| Neat show at Hamid’s this week, 
full of laughs, but apparently shorter 
than usual. Most of the laugh ma- 
terial is supplied by Henny Young- 
man, who m.c.s, but Ray and Harri- 
|son contribute along this line with 
good results, too. 

Patricia Ellis, blonde from films, 

in flowing gray gown with gold belt, 
| headlines show, singing ‘Let’s Fall 
in Love,’ ‘It All Comes Back to Me’ 
and ‘I Cried for You’ in appealing 
voice that pleased the jam-pack mob 
at first show Sunday (27). She took 
| three bows. 
| Acrobatic element of vaude bill 
}supplied by Victoria Troupe, four 
girls and two men, who apparently 
do everything on bicycles. Three 
Harmonica Bees, smartly dressed in 
blue trousers and gray checked 
coats, made good opening act. They 
mix classics and jive with fine effect, 
and their antics amuse the customers, 
One of the three plays a mouth- 
organ about a yard long and has to 
hustle to keep with the others who 
play short ones. 

Harrison and Ray get many laughs 
with their slapstick and gags. The 
Ray gal, who capitalizes on her 
plumpness, wowed the audience with 
a comic dance which she calls ‘A 
Pain in the Ballet.’ 

Youngman keeps up a running 
patter of wisecracks and maintained 
a steady roar of laughter. 

; Seventy-five-cent admission also 
included Blue Barron’s orch and 
Eddy Morgan's house orch in ball- 
room, Sylvia’s Washington Debs in 
corridor, and Terrell Jacobs’ circus 
acts at far end of pier over the 














Sented in a casual manner through- 


weekend. Carter. 


Henny Youngman, | 


variety. Evolutions are quite differ- 
ent from the average. accentuated by 
| frequent craning of the neck. 
Gautier’s Steeplechase opens. Act 
consists of four ponies and as many 
plus a monk. Act is well 








| dogs 


| trained, serving well enough in the | 


spot. Ibee. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, July 26. 

Estelle Taylor, Wesson Brothers, 

Sid Marion, Larry Collins, Marion 
land Ray Lynn, Harry Reser House 
| Orch; ‘The Big Store’ (M-QG). 
| There’s no danger of inflation as 
long as eggs are as plentiful as the 
| ows laid during this barnyard 
|frolic. It’s not the fault of manager 
i Al Weiss, though. Even the long 
green won't entice top turns here 
now, their contention being that 
playing Miami in the summer will 
kill their winter b.o. Raises a moot 
question, but hardly seems logical, 
inasmuch as hefty biz during season 
|is from north, and draw now is 
largely confined to localites and 
| Georgia and Alabama expatriates. 

By virtue of her cinematic back- 
ground Estelle Taylor gets’ the 
upper-case billing, but that’s as far 
as it goes. Miss Taylor has a charm- 
ing personality—but why does she 
have to sing? Perhaps if she would 
just dust off a brace of easygoing 
ditties she’d get by, but as it is, she 
attempts to give all she’s got, and 
it isn’t enough. Warbles exactly as 
though her vocal] coach was lurking 
behind the scrim, and worried 
| fear she won’t e-n-u-n-c-i-a-t-e each 
| syllable clearly and d-i-s-t-i-n-c-t- 
l-y. 

In making his getaway Sid Marion 
opines that he likes to hear folks 
laugh. Well, he’d better get an ear- 
ful now, because if he doesn’t slip 
his material a fast hypo, he’s going 
to find out how it feels to hear ’em 
snore. Goes for such beatenup gags 
as: “There’s a celebrity in the audi- 





ence tonight. I want to introduce 
Boris Karloff. Won't you stand up 
Mr. Karloff? Oh! Pardon me, 
madam! And that’s a killer com- 


pared to some of the cold-storage 
specials he exhumes. 

Larry Collins is a trick trombonist, 
who plays as though he had to get 
his instrument back to the hock shop 
before 12. Piece de resistance is a 
musical striptease. Takes his slip- 
horn to pieces while playing and 
winds up blowing the mouthpiece. 
There isn’t much difference. 

Weekly hoofing session is presided 
over by Marion and Ray Lynn, 
doubling from the Wit’s End, local 
nitery. Routines are acceptable, but 
nothing startling. Lynn has a new 
twist though, Hoofs with his hair in 
his eyes. Causes him no end of an- 
noyance,. but he’s brave about the 
whole thing. Probably figures it 





fer | 


| billy, rube and western type, but 
| efforts at garnishing it are overdone 
| with costumes detracting from their 
contribution. They’re recently from 
pictures, where the ragged overalls 
were likely in character, but the 
four could take a large lesson from 
a group such as the Kidoodlers for 
stage work. ‘Wm. Tell Overture,’ ‘Rid- 
in’ and Rockin’ in the Saddle’ and 
‘Tiger Rag’ are nevertheless enter- 
taining, but whole turn could have 
been better presented. Forty-three 
minutes would then have come in 
easily above average. Quin. 








| 
EMBASSY, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 22. 


Arvin, Christine Brandt, Don Santo, 
Rubyettes (16), Freddie Lampkin 
Orch (6); ‘Devil and’ Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Magic in Music’ (Par). 





Vaude is back again in this situa- 
tion, with manager Dan McLean 
working toward a definite goal of 
full-time stage shows plus one fea- 
ture. For the present, footlights will 
burn two nights weekly with duals, 
with steps toward McLean’s ob- 
jective being made gradually. 

Relighting of the boards here was 
synchronized with a ‘house-warming’ 
flash in honor of new seats, carpets, 
etc., resulting in SRO and holdouts 
all evening. 

New m.c. here is Don Santo, dou- 
bling from the Streets of Paris 
| nitery here and the Downtown thea- 
| tre in nearby Oakland, which also 
; uses two nights of stage weekly. 
|Chap is the cocky, hat-punishing 
| type and good, clowning all over the 
place and doing specialties on his 
| own—fine for a family house except 
for his tendency to go blue, which 
won't do here. A hard worker, Santo 
is also booking the show. 

Rounded up for the opener were a 
|flock of singles, including Teddy 
Felton, Negro tap-song-and-gag man, 
who was forced into an apparently 
unrehearsed encore by audience en- 
thusiasm; Cliff Arvin, puppeteer 
working full stage who netted four 
bows; Christine Brandt, soft-voiced 
torcher, and Dorothea Gray, who 
Sings man-hungry comic songs in a 
gay ’90s bathing suit for okay re- 
turns, although a bit broad for this 
house. 

Santo himself does a radio bur- 
lesque and a woman-taking-a-bath 
routine he claims to have done in 
‘New Faces of 1937." Orch also comes 
in for introductions, with batoner 
Freddie Lampkin (brother of Phil) 
soloing niftly in ‘Sweet Mystery of 
Life.” Weakest link is the line, 
dancing-school stuff. 

McLean is off to a strong start on 
his new venture, and may yet fool the 
curbstone seers who nodded smugly 
when his last try ran into difficul- 
ties. Wern, 








Teddy Felton, Dorothea Gray, Cliff | 


O’Rourke, Ruby Ring, Kitty Murr 


Shirley Gay; ‘Underground’ (WB). 


Jack Benny radio show, in section 
seems to be making WB deluxer its 
consecutive headquarters these days 
Last week it was Phil Harris, this 
week it’s ‘Rochester.’ He's a pretty 
funny fellow, but not nearly as funny 
as he is on those Sunday evenings 
when Benfy’s writers are in his 
corner. 

Audibly, except in a few isolated 
moments, ‘Rochester’ is just a char- 
acter in search of an author; panto- 
mimically, with a buxom femme 
named Kitty Murray, he’s a different 
comic, this time a good one. Of 
course, anybody who's ever heard the 
guy on the radio expects to hear him 
do some talking, so he can’t stick to 
hoofing and mugging exclusively, 
But it seems a shame Rochester 
didn’t equip himself at the start of 
his unit with a stooge perhaps and 
some crossfire by the Messrs. Beloin 
and Morrow, the fellows who put the 
words into his and Benny’s mouths 
from October to June. 


If ‘Rochester’ has stinted on him- 
self, at least he hasn't stinted on his 
supporting people. Topping the ad- 
ditional talent, and of particular local 
interest, are Dick Stabile, with his 
band, and Gracie Barrie (Mrs, 
Stabile). The sax-playing maestro 
first broke in his orch here at the 
William Penn hotel; Miss Barrie was 
a singing fixture at the Stanley at 
the ripe old age of 13, and, further- 
more, the two of them were married 
here. Barrie gal is still near the top 
among the balladeers, and crocks ’em 
with ‘Come On, Get Happy,’ ‘Every- 
thing Happens to Me’ and ‘Hut Sut 
Song,’and for a finish teams up with 
Stabile on their own special lyrics 
version of ‘Daddy’ that’s a swell piece 
of material for them. As for Stabile, 
he’s come a long way both as a show- 
man and maestro in poise and assur- 
ance, and band has developed con- 
siderably. His sax section, which he 
presides over, is crew's No. 1 asset 
and those reeds fairly sing. Piece of 
biz with phosphorescent white gloves 
and a sax is a good noveity, but Sta- 
bile should build it up a bit for more 
color. 

Stabile carries a femme singer, 
Shirley Gay, who does only one 
number right at the beginning, ‘Ma, 
I Miss Your Apple Pie,’ and okay, 
but there’s not much chance for her 
with Miss Barrie around. Walton 
and O’Rourke are a clean-up with 
their sophisticated puppet show, go- 
ing in for the more mundane things 
such as Gypsy Rose Lee doing the 
strip. Each of their presentations is 
a solid click. Also a ghow-stopper 
is Ruby Ring, control dancing and 
contortionist who does everything 
with her legs but break them in half. 
Miss Ring can save herself the trou- 
ble of describing her act to Bob Rip- 
ley. He wouldn't believe it. 

There’s an unbilled colored bari- 
tone ‘Rochester’ brings on in the 
middle of his act who practically 
tears ‘Old Man River’ apart. Guy 
has a great range and has loads of 
possibilities, but he needs some study 
in order to keep the strain and seem- 
ing effort out of his voice. Biz fine, 
with house full-up, at first show de- 
spite hottest day of the year. 

Cohen 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 27 
Ciro Rimac Orch (15) with Alzira 
| Camargo, Charley Boy, Estrelita; 
| Jack Powell and Jack Powell, Jr; 
| Joe and Jane McKenna, Moke and 
| Poke, Gae Foster Ballet (16), Ben 
| Yost Singers (8), Dick Dana, Pinkie 
| Lee, Bobby Morris, Ryan and Ben- 

son, Walter Morton, Orch (9). 

Headed by Ciro Rimac and his 
rhumba group, a troupe of 60 per- 
sons makes up the ‘Merry Melody 
Revels’ revue this week in Music 
Hall of Steel Pier. While the show 
is larger in cast and in offerings, it 
is fast-moving and runs about one 
hour and 20 minutes. Film omitted 
to run continuous vaude on weekend. 

Rimac’s turn, which runs about 20 
minutes, is a pretty complete show 
in itself—with plenty of music, 
songs and dances. Its only defect is 
that it has been brassed up so highly, 
possibly because of large hall, that 
effect at times is very harsh. The 
medley of South American tunes 
played in softer rhythm brought big- 
gest hand. Closing number, with all 
playing full:blast and singing, is ear- 
splitter. 

Alzira Camargo went over well in 
her Brazilian songs, Carmen Miranda 
style, wearing native costume with 
exaggerated flower headdress. She 
warbles another number, something 
about charms of Brazil, which 
pleased, but her best is ‘I Want My 
Mama.’ Charley Boy (son of Rimac) 
and Estrelita in colorful costumes 
got big returns for their Latin num- 
bers. 

Jack Powell and Jack Powell, Jr., 
are reviewed extensively under New 
Acts in Theatres. Gae Foster Girls 
put over two okay numbers this 
week. 

Joe and Jane McKenna brought 
laughs in a slapstick song, dance and 


(Continued on page 41) 
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RHUMBA CASINO, CHI 





Chicago, July 25. 


Joan Merrill, Georgie Tapps, 
Gloria Gilbert, Galli-Galli, Pan- 
American Dancers (12), Carlos 


Molina Orch (12), Don Pedro Orch. 
(10); $2.50-$3 minimum, 





} 
Here in one of the town’s most! 
beautiful rooms the management has | 
succeeded in assembling a knockout | 
show packed with talent of first-rate | 
calibre. ; | 
Rhumba idea is carried out only} 
jn the production numbers, with, 
other Spanish dances coming in for | 
their share of attention also. Show) 
opens with eight shapely gals and) 
four men, billed as the Pan-Ameri-| 
can Dancers, and built for the most}! 
art around the swell Latin terping of | 
artinez and Devlin, who dish out) 
the rhumba with verve and appeal, | 
in mumbers produced by Sammy) 
Rose. Pan-Americans make two) 
additional appearances in the show, | 
with an excellent South American} 
tango and a fast moving conga finale. | 
Femmes are plenty easy on the eyes | 
and the inclusion of the four men 
makes the routines interesting. 
Galli-Galli performs some intrigu- | 
ing legerdemain, with the assistance 
of a couple of patrons, and gets him- | 
self across with his easy chatter and | 
clever manipulation. Topper of all, 
his tricks is the planting of live baby 
chicks on the unwitting customers. 
With a nifty assortment of spins, | 
ballerina Gloria Gilbert contributes 
a fast-moving terp that spells sock 
entertainment. Gal _ still whips) 
around with amazing speed and pre-| 
cision and combines her stunts with | 
some better than average ballet! 
dancing. | 
Georgie Tapps is a class dancer | 
of the ballet-tap style, and offers an) 
interesting and technically fine group 
of numbers. Opening with his 
familiar ‘Charmaine,’ he moves into 
a Spanish dance, which contributes 
plenty of color and serves as a good 
medium for his individual artistry. 
A Viennese waltz is equally good, 
and he closes with a comic impres- 
sion of an old-time vaudeville hoofer. 
Could easily have done more. 
Carrying the main _ spot, 
Merrill is the recipient of an en- 
thusiastic buildup and proceeds to 
justify it to fullest extent. A neat 
looker, she possesses a warm, full- 
ranged voice, and can get good re- 
sults from both ballads and swing 
tunes. Her best offerings are ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ and ‘How Did He Look?’ 
latter announced as a recent record- 
ing by her. Gal shows a little too 
studied mannerisms, but otherwise is 


Joan 


a fine performer. 

Show is m.c.d_ throughout by| 
Carlos Molina, who also capably 
leads his band for both show and 


dance music. Additional Latin touch 
is by Don Pedro, who nicely sings in 
the production numbers and fronts 
his band for some of the dance sets, 
alternating with Molina. 

Business great Friday (25). Gold. 


VILLA MADRID, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 24. 


Etzi Covato Orch (6) with Mark 
Lane, Peter Higgins, Hollywood 
Blondes (3), Kay Taylor, 4 An- 
toinettes; cover, 50c. 


Villa Madrid has been limping 
along with just an act or two for 
most of the summer, but with late 


installation of a cooling system man- 
agement decided to splurge on talent 
and come up with a big (for Pitts- | 
burgh anyway) show. Combo has 
been just right, with biz springing 
back into regular season form as a 
result of the air conditioning and the 
augmented lineup. 

Headliner is Peter Higgins, and it’s 


a return engagement for loca] tenor 
who has come back to town to live 
after more than 15 years. Voice is 
better than ever. Higgins puts his 
catalog over like a super-salesman, 
hits ’°em high and clear, and when 
caught had to slip in six encore 
before crowd would let him get 
away. Not even in his old Keith 
heyday was the guy singing as well 

Hollywood Blondes, three gals on 


a spectacular turn 
whirling stunts that 
way. They’re look- 
doesn’t hurt. Act 
until recently was quartet, and 
Blondes are doing the same tricks | 
with only three girls now and get- 
ting just as much kick, of which 
there’s plenty. into their revertoire 
of thrills. Kay Taylor’s a cute little 


rollerskates, have 
with a series of 
take the breath ¢ 
ers, too, which 


tapster who rates high among the 
dancing dollies. Just a bit plump, 
but lots of ingenue s.a. and needs 


only to shave her hips a bit to get 
up there. Four Antoinettes comprise 
the line, and their stuff individually 
and collectively is okay. Nicely cos- 
tumed and they make a favorable 
annearance. 

Etzi Covato’s orch plays a lot of | 
music for a six-piecer. Covato, how- | 
ever, is the leader in name only, 
turning that chore over to Mark 
Lane while he concentrates on the 
manageria! end, being part owner 
of the establishment. Lane also 
m.c.s the show, sticking to straight 
announcements. Cohen, 


'front, only occasionally reaching 


| Ways slipping 


| lent cuisine. 
° | 
room nevertheless enjoys a good late 


CHATTERBOX 


(MOUNTAINSIDE, N. J.) 





Mountainside, N. J., July 26. 
Bob Chester Orch. (14) with Betty 
Bradley, Bill Reynolds. 





Chester’s sitdown here, for at least 
six weeks, marks the first time that 
outfit has located anywhere in more 
than a year. It has been on the 


lege dates, broken only by theatre 
dates, and the lack of broadcasting 
has made deep inroads into the pop 
ularity the outfit was able to build 
up since its inception two years ago. 

While this North Jersey roadhouse, 
which can’t possibly seat many more 
than 300, is not ideal as a visual 
showcase for the band, it’s equipped 
with five NBC net broadcasts a week. 
And though Chester’s band hasn’t 
improved its position lately it ranks 
above the calibre of music that the 
Chatterbox has been using, with a 
few exceptions. All in all, the setup 
is satisfactory all around. 

Composed of three trumpets, two 
trombones, four saxes, and four 
rhythm, Chester’s outfit, while rough 


| in spots due to too long a road stay 
| with not enough rest between dates, 


is basically a good band, one that can 
reach an important bracket. Its 
books are stocked with exceptionally 
well-tailored arrangements ranging 
from tasty pops and standards to 
sock originals. Band’s use of mutes 
on some of the slower-pased ballad 
stuff builds up a strong liking for 
its work in that category. On the 
heavier, driving stuff careful brass 
dissipates a great deal of blare. Its 
rhythms, herded by a drummer 
whose tempoes are strong, yet al- 
ways for the band alone, are fine for 
dancing. Summed up, the band has 
a lot to offer and needs only air time 
to show to advantage. 

Chester handles himself easily up 
for 
his tenor sax, and then almost al- 
it into the work of 
the other four. Betty Bradley, good 
looking and a neat seller, handles 
bollads and novelties in good voice. 


Bill Reynolds is the %and’s one glar- | 


ing deficiency. His vocals are stiff, 
being a halter on the band’s chances. 
Wood. 


CLUB ALABAM, CHI 


Chicago, July 21. 





Larry Vincent, Pancho and Lolita! 
Roche, Irene Burke, Ramona Hughes, | 


Natasha, Eddy Roth Orch (3), Dave 
Unell Orch 
mum. 


This spot has reopened with prac- 
tically the same personnel. and excel- 
Primarily an eating spot, 


business, and show and music are in 
the intimate vein as befits the small 
room (100 capacity). 

Larry Vincent is the m.c. and top 
attraction. With running chatter 
and the ability to dish out some 
funny slightly blue material accom- 
panying himself at the piano, Vin- 
cent a natural for this spot and 
should register well with everyone 
Surrounding acts are not too strong 
but collectively they shape up as a 
fairly good show. 

Pancho and Lolita Roche, Latin 
dance team, have a castenet number 
and a conga which turns out to be 
a conga chain in which the patrons 
participate. Team has good appear- 
ance, but dancing is handicapped by 
the small floor. 

Blonde soubret Irene Burke is a 
good hoofer, but weak on the vocals. 
Attractive and shapely, however, and 
registers okay. Ramona Hughes, an- 
other dancer, has little to offer. In- 
terpretative dancer, Natasha, makes 
a big thing out of a couple of simple 
acrobatic tricks, and is unusual only 
in that she fails to come up with the 
expected strip. Eddy Roth and Dave 
Unell orchestras alternate the 
dance music. with Unell 
the Lo 


IS 


on 
the 1 ecrev 
aqaoing Snows op 





7 Giveaways 


Continued from page 1 


Tin 


theatres beg battling each other 
for biz. 

In Chicago alone, it estimated 
that 200 theatres will be using bingo 
and defense bonds, at a minimum 
prize of $200 worth weekly, which 
means a conservative figure of 
$40,000 worth of defense bonds being 


purchased by Chicago theatres each 


in 


is 


week. And with increased competi- 
tion, this figure will likely be 


doubled or tripled, since many of the 


bigger theatres can give away much 
more than $200 weekly. During the 
bank night mania, some of the 


houses were disbursing as much as 
$2,500 in cash each week. 

Bank night, strangely enough, is 
still under a strict ban and no of- 
ficial okay is forthcoming for this 
stunt, defense bonds or no, The 


authorities have given the nod for} 


the bingo setup, but still have the 
nix on banko. 


(3); No Cover or Mini-| 





Unit Review 











ICECAPADES OF 1942 


(CONVENTION HALL, A. C.) 





Ailantie City, July 25. 

Produced by Arena Managers As- 
sociation. Staged by Russell Markert. 
| Starts Belita; features Megan Taylor, 
Lois Dworshak, Vera Hruba, Joe 
| Jackson, Jr., Robin Lee, Serge Flash, | 
| Red McCarthy, Jackson and Lyman, 
| Phil Taylor, Pierre Benoit, Robert 





'road working one-nighters and col-| and Margaret Wright, Hub Trio and 


| Denese, Dench and Stewart, Al 
| Surette, Charles Uksila, George! 
| Byron, Donna Atwood, Phil Taylor, 
| Clara Wilkins, Arthur Vitarelli, Nor-| 
| ton Waite, chorus girls (26), chorus 
_ boys (15); Music director, Jerry) 

ayhall; opened at Convention Hall, | 
Atlantic City, July 25, 41; $1.65 top. 

This resort, which has seen all 
pene of ice shows the past few 
summers, turned out 8.000 strons to 
see opening of the 1942 ‘Icecapades’ 
|}in Convention Hall Friday night (25). 
| Show is spectacular, colorful, worth- 
while. It has everytihg any ex- 
|travagant revue can offer, from 
|dancing to a liberal sprinkling of 
|}ecomedy. Staging by Russell 


ee 
Wia*- 























STEEL PIER, A. C. 


patter skit. Moke and Poke, colored 
tapsters, do okay with snappy routine 
interspersed with songs and chatter. 
Ben Yost Singers, in cowboy cos- 
tumes, warble some nice southern 
melodies, including ‘Old Black Joe,’ 
‘Swanee River’ and ‘That’s 

arkies Were Born,’ winning good 
returns. 

With Dick Dana as emcee, comedy 
bits are interwoven by Pinkie Lee, 
Bobby Morris, Ryan and Beanson, 
and Walter Morton. 





When caught Sunday (27) at first | 


show, long lines waited for admission 
to vaude program. Steel Pier upped 
admission this week to 83c instead 
of usual 75c. Other weekend features 
included Gene Grupa in Marine ball- 
room, three films, water circus, acro- 
bats, Sharkey the seal, Eskimo vil- 
lage, fun house, 
atre. Carter. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





kert is excellent. 
| the Pittsburgh showman, impresarios 
as prez of Arena Managers Assn. 

| Belita, British ice ballerina re- 
jeontly starred in ice revue at Hotel 
New Yorker, returns as head of 
| show. Good-looking blonde drew 
| plenty applause with intricate gyra- 
tions, exciting spins and beautiful 
glides. Forming an attractive set- 
ting for the star’s introduction is the 
‘Garden of Roses’ number, with 
; ballet in pink and green costumes, 
; black lace trimmings and parasols. 
| Belita, in short pink, ruffled cos- 
|tumes with black velvet bolero, 
|makes effective picture here. Her 
second number, ‘Blue September,’ 
has songs by George Byron, In 
| white bodice and vari-colored skirt 
| she performs double spins and whirls 
| which got nice hand. 

| Another British girl, Megan Tay- 
|lor, a champ figure skater, was a 
prime favorite with audience. Her 
graceful and dramatic internretation 
of Tchaikowsky’s ‘Francesca da 
| Rimini’ is nifty. Attired in black 
‘velvet ballet costume with 
| snood, the redheaded skater received 
| big hand. She encored with a fast 
|}number in a smart little costume of 
blue sequins and white fur. 

| Vera Hruba, blonde Czechoslovak- 
lan, went over big in her candle 
flame number. This act had been 
seen here before, but there was no 
;drop in enthusiasm. Always a fa- 
| vorite ice performer here, Red Mc- 
Carthy appears this time in a 
Chinese god number. His sleek body 
is painted silver and colored lights 


are played upon him as he sweeps 
{through a routine of glides, leaps 
and bursts of speed. After much 
applause, he encores with short, 
speedy run around rink. 


For sheer comedy, Larry Jackson 
and Bernie Lyman excel. Their 
ballroom burlesk drew many laugh 

Their rube act also good for laughs. 


Joe Jackson, Jr., son of the vet 
vaude trouper, repeats his father’s 
trick bicycle act and pantomime on 
ice Attired in tramp costume and 
baggy trouse) he brought howls 
The horse number with Al Surette 
and Arthur Vitarelli is okey and 
pleased crowd with antics. Surette 
who combines smart blade work 
with good comedy and grotesque 
movements iowing fine control, is 
brought out twice. 

Phil Taylo her of Megan and 
‘originator’ of stilt-skating, gives a 
fine exhibition of difficu turn 
Received big response. Robin Lee, 


for five years national figure-skat- 
ing champ, got warm welcome and 
executed some fast spin Lois | 
Dworshak pleased the jitterbugs in | 
a shoulder-swryins ’ hin- no. 
ing jive number. So did another 
jliterbug Cr DY tne enoru 
vith cute C Wilkins sole 

Serge FI: f ner \ de iggle 

Kea \ ng ol 

} ij Y « t [ VI € 
o1 ‘ Pierre Dr 

3en in | ti elve trouse! nd 
hort ket ( libit fine te work 
The ter £) neat ¢ n of 
he tango Robe De ! R 
Marie Ste Br pior 
sive ¢ on of pre Oo} ee! 
nd t ‘ I ostume to Pe 
POOd nmalid, 

Something new in these parts 1 
the Hub Trio, with Kenneth Mullen, 
Edmond Raiche and Leonard Mullen 


They put on fine acrobatic number, 


featuring a back somersault which 
brought outstanding applause. Nor- 
ton Waite went over well in a bur- 
lesk ballet number. Donna Atwood 
newcomer, does excellently in her 
professional debut. She appeared in 
the Arabian Nights skit, a colorful 
interpretative fantasy elaborately 
taved an eostumed,. Robert and 
Margaret Wright also make their 


bows as a pair in this number and do 
1] 


Outstanding among the tuneful se- 
lections is ‘Somewhere,’ music by 
Peter De Rose and lyrics by John La- 
touche. It’s sung by George Byron. 
Another number of lilting charm is 
‘Oriental Moonrise, by De Rose- 
| Latouche. Carter. 


we 


John H. Harris, | 


~ | Gal 


Chicago, July 26. 
Tito Guizar, Sue Ryan, Jay and 
.ou Seiler, Coleman Clark & Co. 

| (3), Chicago Theatre Ballet (16); 

‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB). 





For the most part a well-rounded 
stagebill, this week’s show offers 
some good talent, but not very much 
name value to keep the b.o. hum- 
ming. Having just finished an ex- 
tended engagement at a local nitery, 
Tito Guizar cannot be rated as a 
strong moneypuller, and there’s no 
one eise on the bill with much to 
offer in this respect. However, 
there’s a lot of entertainment value, 
and customers get their money’s 
worth. 


Ballet gals open the show with an 
unimportant little table-tennis rou- 
tine, which doesn’t affc -d them much 
sphere for dancing talent, but shows 
them at least to be shapely. Follow- 
ling this, Coleman Clark and Dick 
| Hendry take over for exhibition of 
table tennis, which moves along ata 
fast clip, but not quite fast enough 





show. A personable young an- 
nouncer describes the play as it goes 


wrong. 


House Reviews 


<n ontinued from page 40 


Why | 


and children’s the- | 


black | to keep from slowing up the entire | 
lack | 


along, which helps, but act is spotted | 











EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





While President Roosevelt requests 


|Congress to hold draftees in the 
army beyond the originally desig- 
j}nated single year, General Mar- 


|shall’s reasons for such request and 
| the drawing of numbers in the sec- 
|ond draft hold greatest interest on 
ithe new bill. Also among best and 
;} most original subjects are those on 
jthe British besieged at Tobruk (as 
|related by the United Press’ Jan 
Yindrich) and Paramount’s admire 
| able handling of the Dionne quine- 
| tuplets at Collander, Ontario. Neither 
|the Roosevelt nor Marshall talks 
| was especially good. 

All the reel companies had the 
siege at Tobruk, but Par credits 
the Australian Intelligence Division 
with the alert photographic material 
and employed UP reporter Yindrich 
for a vivid picture of whet the Brit- 
ish troops (largely Anzacs) were go- 
ing through to withstand continuous 
Nazi and German attacks on the Lib- 
yan stronghold. Crisp, intelligent 
scripting and superb narration make 


the visit to Quintupland almost a 
short in itself. 
‘Tex’ McCrary deals with ‘Swas- 


tika Over South America’ in his ex- 
clusive for the Embassy this week. 
It’s much better than his recent ef- 
forts. He takes a crack at the ability 
of American film celebs to improve 
good will. 

Best of remained lineup, long on 
quantity if not quality, sizes up as 
follows: U. Marines practicing 
landing near Jacksonville (Univer- 
sal), actionful; land-water army 
scout car tested at Buffalo (U), be- 
low par; torpedo boat test at New 
Orleans (U), nifty; Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy’s son joining air force (Par), 
worthwhile; army activity in are 
mored divisions and aviation (Par) 
dull: John D. Rockefeller’s appeal 
for USO funds (Movietone), routine; 





Ft. Reilly cavalry review (Pathe), 
slick. 

Also, Lord Halifax looking over 
| bombers on the Coast (Par), pale; 
|interview (censored) of nurses res- 
cued after U-boat attack (Par), 
original treatment; Independence 
|Day exercises in Buenos Aires 


i (Movietone), excellent; splitting the 
Vargas diamond (Movictone), in- 
| triguing; bathing beauties in Califor- 


; : nia (Movietone), interesting: Lou 

ae efforts -. Jay and — Nova training (same reel), different. 

| Seiler get things gone soe ji | Also, Britains vow revenge, with 
. > aCe > ££ ¢ 7 ° ° P 

this time the pace holds for duration | Churchill doing the talking, (News 


of the show. The Seilers have an 
enjoyable nonsensical brand of com- 
edy, and combine it well with som 
swell eccentric hoofing. A novelty 
dance bit performed on circular skiis 
is outstanding. Boys work through- 


between each act. 

Sue Ryan, singing comedienne, is 
on for some entertaining bits of 
mimicry, wherein she impersonates 
the magazine-cover girls. Working 
with a pianist on stage she makes 
the most of having a piano behind 
her, using it constantly as a prop 
knows how to get laughs, and 
her mugging is superb 

With Mexican hacienda 
and the girls of the ballet 
rhumba-conga introductory 
Guizar takes over the stage 
series of Latin scengs. His 
‘Granada,’ is the legitimate side 
and shows Guizar to have a real 
singing voice in addition to his more 
familiar crooning effort Following 
this with such favorites as ‘Perfidia,’ 
‘Maria Elena’ and ‘La Cucaracha,’ 
he sells himself nicely and gets er 
to a nice n Audience at 
show caught seem to indicate 
that Guizar femme follow- 
ing 


Biz fair at 


a setting, 
doing a 
routine 
for a 
first, 


on 


oO" 
receptl 
would 
has big 


first show Saturdev (26) 


Gold 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapo July 25 

Je y Colonna, Ted Leary, Lathrop 
and Lee Monroe and Gra the 
Three Cheer House Band: ‘Shining 
Vict WB) 

The big noise tl week a the 
Lyri¢ Jel Colonna, he of the 
Du ing eves and Dristiing n tache 
both of which gave nim an ‘In to 


these customers’ funny bones. 
After his opening remark, 
did you expect—a sweater ; 
Colonna goes into a lusty rendition 
of ‘Sonny Boy,’ followed by the 
‘Road to Mandalay.’ Although his 
singing is louder than qualitative, 
he was kept busy on encores. He 
revives another talent of earlier days, 
an imitation of Tommy Dorsey at the 
age of three, then 12 and finally as 
adult—on the trombone. All clicko 
Ted Leary amuses with songs and 
chatter, also emceeing ably 
and Lee, fine tap team, took several 
bows for their excellent routine. 
The Nelsons also clicked with their 
clever marionet manipulations. 


‘What 
ain! ,? 


Monroe and Grant please with some 


hokum and acrobatic work atop a 
table. The Three Cheers. announced 
| as local gals, sing pops okay. 
| Biz good Friday (25) 
'third show. 


at 
Kiley. 


out the balance of the show and in- |} 
ject laugh-getting pieces of business | 


Lathrop 


|of Day), pleasing; diaper derby (U), 
|funny; western rodeo (Movietone), 
|neat action; Clem McCarthy gabbing 
|a hoss race (Pathe), original. Mac- 
laroni plant fire in Philly (U), nice: 
j;action; and kids boxing in Boston 
(Pathe), trim fun. 

‘Information Please’ short from 
RKO helps lift bill to a higher level. 
Wear. 





New Act in Theatre 





JACK POWELL & 
Comedy Drumming 
10 Mins. 

Steel Pier, Atlantic Ciiy 


POWELL, JR. 


Jack Powell, who has been doing a 
blackface drummin? sing!e for many 
years, has been joined by hi 16- 
year-old son, David. to become a 
two act as Jack Powell and Jack 
Powell, Jr. It’s a clicker. 
| The senior Powell, in his standard 
chef’s white uniform and hat, begins 
with beating rhythm on the large 
drums. He then proceeds to tap on 
kitchen chair and floor to audience’s 
delicht. Then joined by Powell, Jr., 
1 Slimmer counterpart of his father 

The boy, with exact makeup and 
estures, ha tudied enrefully the 
jdaer nan routine ar manner- 
j includir the shuffle effected 
yy the veteran while d ning 
about the ie Their 10 ¢ t ) 
kit t chal beetir out ely 

thn n exact te idi- 
ipT T Tid) t (i d 

¢ { ) nu ! r 
on large drun id junior member 

ing tick na p" 

Father ar oY t opened here 

t day (26), ] 25 a after the 

nior Powell bezgar i ef in 

l resort When caught Sunday, 

yungster showe@ m talent and 
confidence and kept close watch on 
veteran’s movement Act closed 
with two walking off stage with 
chairs, still tapping out beats on 
woodwork and wings to receive en- 
thusiastic ha.dclapping. Act, like 
all others on hill, cut some because 
of heavy schedule on big day. 


Carter. 


Port.’s Weekender 

Seattle, July 29. 
Joe Daniels, local booker, ane 
nounces the Bagdad theatre, Porte 
land, Ore., operated by Ted Gamble, 
is now booking five acts of vaude, 

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 
Gamble also has the Capital, Porte 
land, where acts play a full week. 


the, They double on the three nights 


| mamed to the Bagdad. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1941 








Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 
show, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


WEEK AUGUST 1 


opening day of 











Paramount 








Gil Lamb 
3 Arnolds 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (30) 


: Pritchard & Lord 
H Hawkins Ba \ 
Ry A. et acres 
8S , 
Sa bac Olympia (1) 
Gaynor & Ross 


CHICAGO 


Chicage (1) 
inah Shore 
erry Colonna 


Jack McCoy 
Condos Bros 
Evans & Mayer 
The Albins 








Warner 


NWEW YORKK CITY | Jack Gilford 








Strand (2) Robinson 2 
Phil Harris Ore (25) 
Patricia Kay : 
mes & Arno Rochester Show 
he Billingtons Dick Stabile Ore 
ime 3 Gracie Barrie 
PHILAINELPHIA Walton & O'Rourke 
Earle (2) Ruby Ring 
Vaughn Monroe O | Kitty Murray 
iltmorettes WASHINGTON 
ohnny Burke Earle (31) 
aul Whiteman Orc} Helene Faye 
ack Gilford Enrico & Novello 
obinson 2 25) 
PITTSBURGH Roxyettes 
Stanley (2) Lani Mcintyre Ore 
Paul Whiteman Orc!B West & L Page 





Loew 


NEW YORK CITY | 








WASHINGTON 


pment p ney Capitol (31) 
inas 
oer Wood Rhythm Rockets 
zarry Adler John Boles 
es Daley Marty May 
arriet Lane Nathane Bros 


Stuart-Morgan Danc! Harriet Hoctor 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY BALTIMORE 


Music Hall (31) State (3-6) 
al LeRoy Olive White 
farina Lord (3 to fill) 

iida Eckler (31-2) 
rancis Carter Dowling Gls 


rthur Bowie Hoo Shee 
{l Mason Walker & Cromer 
obert Shanley Cappy Barra Boys 
ockettes \ oN 
Corps de Ballet a 
lee Club D’Espey 3 
rno_Rapee Symph| warren Boden 
Roxy (31) (3 to fill) 
Archie Robbins 
Yon Arres FREEPORT 
pod Bros ; Freeport (1) 
Toy & Wing Grant Family 
Ben Berri Lawrence & Rand’h 
Stan Ross B Joyce & Ginger 
12 Esquires (2 to fill) 
Gae Foster Gis JONES BEACH 
Paul Ash Orc (31-2) 
AKRON Alf Loyal Stallions 
Palace (1-4) 6 Honeys 
Gene Krupa Ore Pansy. the Herse 
Calgary Bro PALMER 
Brown & Ames _ Palmer (*) 
Patricia King Ken Maynard 


ATLANTIC CITY PHILADELPHIA 





Harriet 
Renee 


Carr 


Cora & Irene's 
} Joe Ellis 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Frovus 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 


re 


Diamend Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe EB Howard 
Ross Wyse. Jr 
June Mann 

Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 

Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 


El Chico 
Alberto Ore 
jenito Collada 
Teresita Osta 
Anita Sevilla 
Antonio de Cordova 
Bardilla Sis 





Don 


Famous Door 


Babe Russin Ore 
Roy Sedley 

Billie Holiday 
Dixie Roberts 
Sid Walker 
Mousey Garner 


Havana-Madrid 


Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberto Torres 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 

Aida Rodriguez 
Fay Torres 

Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 


Hickory House 


Bill Turner Ore 
i Mercedes 

Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 

| Jinja Wayne 


Hotel Astor 


Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Will Bradley Ore 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 

Arthur Ravel 
Joe Pafumy 
Bea Perron 
Gwen Gary 
| Eleanor Eberle 
| John Hubert 
Belmont Palladeers 


Hotel Biltmore 





Ore 
Ore 


Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Rolly Rolls 


Pickert & Ross 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 


| Bobby Parks Ore 

| Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Edison 

Blue Barron Ore 

Una May Carlisle 

Hotel Essex House 





Nick D'Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Kinney Ore 

|Meymo Holt 

| Napua 

| Leilani Taea 

| Nani Todd 

Lehua Paulson 

| Hotel Lineoln 


Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 


Arturo Arturos Ore 


; rie Carman (1) 
The Kidoodlers Winnie May Hotel New Yorker 
Kenny & Norris The Man! attanites | Johnny Long Ore 
Joey Rardin (One to fill) Helen Young 
Rochester WASHINGTON | Bob Houston 
Russ Morgan Orc Howard (1) |Paul Harmon 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore Sunset Royal Ore | Adele Inge 
W West & McGinty | Avis Andrews jetty Ranow 2 
Christiant Tr |} Paul, Slim & Eddy | anne Haroldon 
Sharkey |} WILLOW GROVE | peter Killam 
Gautier Bricklayers| Willew Greve Park) pyil Hiser 
Bobby Morris (3 enly) l $5 Ann Dean 
Richard Dana Dowling Gls Gene Berg 
Pinky Lee Winnie May Tce Ballet 
Ryan & Benson The Manhattanitea 


(2 to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (5-7) 


Ben Yost Singers 
Frances Fay 
Hamid’s Pier (3) 











; Chiquito Ore 

| Billy Vine | 

Iceland Restaurant | 

Danny White 

| Jack Lane 

James & Wilde 

Caroline Knight 

Teddy Eddie Orc 

| Joe Hembree Orc 
Kelly's Stable 

Hot Lips Page Orc 

Billie Holiday 

Billy Daniels 


LOS ANGELES 


Earl Carroll 
Dr Rockwell 
B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O’Hara 


Bar of Musie Bob Murphy 
Bill Jordan ‘It’ Cafe 
Georg Kent | Joe 
Ann Harriett | | Dave Forrester Ore 
Tony Sharrabba 4 } 
Dick Winslow Ore | Macambo Cafe 
: | Edwardo Aguilar O | 
Biltmore Bowl | Phil Ohman’s Ore | 
+p ae eee Miramar 
Jimmy Castle } Harry Owens Ore 
Royal Guards Palladium 
Max & His Gang Woody Herman Orc! 
Dorothy Brandon 
Armand & Lita Paris lon 
3 Dee's Kenny Henrvson | 
| Chuck Foster Ore Marg'rite & M'rtinez 
Casa Manana Henry Monet | 
. } “= .«.| Patsy Brittain 
Charlie Barnet Orc} 
" | Herinan Lopez 
Cocoanut Grove Fred & Jerry 
Mary Parker Helen Miller 
Billy Daniel Chuck Henry Ore 
Jimmy Brierly Pirates Den 
Mitchell Leisen Rev Henry Grant 
Freddie Martin Ore} Gapy La Fitte 


Shadrack Boys 
Nick Cochran Ore 


Rhumbeooagie 


| Rosario 





Hariam in H'wood 





& Antonio 


Carlos Ramirez 


3 Pitchmen 
Johnny Muck 
Inez Gonan 


Calhoun 
DeLeon Ore 


Dancers 


Carmine 
Pedro 
Abbott 


Sherman Hotel 


(Celtic Cufe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
{Jaros Sis 


(Panther Roem) 
Benny Goodman O 
Car! Marx 

Khumba Casino 
Joan Merrill 
Georgie Tapps 
Gloria Gilbert 
Galli Galli 
Filipe de Flores 
Martinez & Devlin 
Carlos Molinas Orc 
Eduard & Diane 
Pan-Am Danc 
Don Pedro Ore 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 

Alyce Cerf 

Ceil von Dell 

Margie Kelly 

Edith Evans 

Hugo & Myra 

Diane Rowland 

Jean Mode 

Sparklet Gls 

Elayne 

Nannette Carmen 

Mil Wayne 

Sol Lake 

Tripoli 3 
Villa Moderne 

Bob Strong Ure 


Villa Venice 


Rosita Ortega 
Pogei & Igor 
Tana 

Vanessa & 
Jacqueline 
Ted Adair 


Ore 


Sandino 
Mignac 


Buzzonnie 
Rinaldi 
Aurette Sis 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Albany Arms 


Barney Devine 3 
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THEATRES 
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COL. 5-0930 








1 








Stuff Smith 
King Cole Trio 


La Martinique 
(West End, N. J.) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
Adrienne 


Le Coq Rouge 
Jos Smith Ore 
Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
Joan Wood 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 
Shirley Lloyd 
Milton Dahlberg 
| Jean Mona 

Moulin Rouge 
Guy Martin Gis 
Robert Laurent 
Adams & Lisa 
Andre Monice Orc 
Louis Barras Orc 

Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
| Vincent DeCosta 
{}Art Tubertini 
| Victor Harte 

Queen Mary 
Roy Stewart Ore 
Jerry Blanchard 
Caroline Night 
Kimi Toye 
Ginger Wayne 

Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 


Rainbow Reom 





Barry Winton Ore 
Chiguita Venezia 
Sigrid Lassen 
Clemente Ore 
Mayla 

Russell Swann 
Aaron & Glancz 


Julian & Marjori 





Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 


Ore 





Pancho 
Fausto Curbello O 
Helen Kane 
Gower & Jeanne 

| Whitson Bros 
Everett Marshall 
Ches Hale Gis 


Joe White 
Henry 


Orc 
Marko 

| Helen Fox 
= Gallagher 
| 





Russell Hird 

Tex Gentry 

Pat Bonnett 

Ruby Carr 

Edith Roark 

Ross Fenton Farm 


Hotel Park Central| (Asbury Pk, N. J.) 


(Cocoanut Greve) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 





Tommy Reynolds O |Gene Kruva Ore Alfonso Ore 
Willie Howard Co Calgary Bros Jack Waldron 
Mitzi Mayfair Brown & Ames Elenore Wood 
Gene Marvey Patricia King lH bbert, Byrd Co 
4 Juggling Jewels (1-4) |} Winton & Diane 
C Fredericks Co 'Bernivici Pan-A Foll| Bunny Howard 
Cir Dulo 
Wilson Lang 
e Hotel Pennsylvania 
‘ Cabaret Bills Bobby Byrne Ore 
| Dorothy Claire 
| Stuart Wade 
Hotel Plaza 
NEW YORK CITY Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Armando’s Kenneth Spencer be ~~ 
+ : > | axine Kisor 
Geo Morris Ore Sammy Price : 
eietiea Gen Art Tatum | Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Shirl Thomas Belena Horne | Howard Lally Ore 
, Chateau Mederne |Vessy Fears 
Bill Bertolotti’s . | Milton Douglas 


Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 

Lou Spielman 
Dorothy Tanner 
Carmelita 


Jane Churchill 
Bdith Lambert 
Annette 

Moya Gifford 
Ginger Lane 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Orc 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 


Claremont In 
Charles Strickland eae ei 
Lulu Bates Joe Ricarde] Ore 
Fred Bishop Club 18 


Spike Harrison 
Marold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 


Cafe Society 
(Midtown) | 
_— South Ore 
inda Keene 
Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
ack Gilford 
olden Gate 4 


G Andrews Orc 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Frankie Hvyers 
Archie Robbins 
Stan Ross 

Vince Curran 


Club Gaucho 
Don Avendano Ore 





Currito & Coral 
Cafe Society Luis Camache 
(Village) Jose Perez 





Teddy Wilson Orc Rosa Rie 


Hotel St. Moritz 
|Ford Harrison Ore 
Cass Franklin 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
jetty Black 
Jaye Martin 
Hotel St. 


Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
rakson 
Evelyn Turner 
H Williams, 3 
Hurricane 
'Dick Satterfield Ore 





Regis 








| M Bergere Orc 
;}Columbus & Carroll 
|Carole & Sherod 
| Sally Gay 
Ruban Bleu 
Matthews 


| Vera Sanoff 


| 
| 
| Edwin 
| 
| Russian Kretchma 


Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Orc 
Olga Ivanova 


| Nastia Poliakova 
| Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 
| Mishi Uzdanoff 
|} Arjsiak Arafelova 
} Spivy’s Roof 
| Nora Sheridan 
| Wally Biacker 
|Eddie Mayhoffe 
| Betty Bryant 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Angelita Harmes 
Versailles 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Tommy Wonder 
Village Baro 
Gene Austin Ore 
Sherrill Sis 
Zeb Carver 
Bud Sweeney 
Don & Ruth 
Pappy Below 
Roberta Welch 
Village Vanguard 
Belle Rosette 
Helen Thomas 
Gerald Clark 
Wivel Restaurant 
Patsy Lu Rains 
Eleanor Bowers 
McArthurs 
Paxton 


Lane 





| 
| 


| Edith Roark’s Club), 


Gene Shelton 
Barney Grant 
Dorothy Ford 
6 Debonairs ~ 
Beryl Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba 
Bill Brady 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Corrinne & Tita 
NTG 

Billy Rayes 
Fred Scott 
Sugar Geise 


Ba 


David Marshall Ore 


Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Jerry Lester 
Lorraine Elliott 


Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge Slapsy Maxies 
Mary Healy Ben Blue 
Neville Fleeson Cully’ re 
Peter Lind Hayes O na gg ne 
Carly os 
ite teases Benny Lessy 
Mary Reilly Patt! oo 
Mary Lee Sam a wis 
Mavis Mims — bw oa 
Inecita yy 

- a f re 
porate of Mente Somerset House 
Frankie Gallagher See Moekhay- Ore 
Hal Chanslor Ore | rks 
Jean Meunier | rianon 
Gordon Bishop Johnny Davis Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 

Val Oman Ore 

Maggi McNeliis 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnat Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Art London 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 


Dave Pritchard Ore 


Blackhawk 
Jarrett Ore 
Robbins 

& Willis 


Islanders 


Art 

Gail 
loyd 
earl 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 
Eddie White Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Niblics 

Peggy Lester 
Lois LaChance 
Bob Billings 


L 
: 


Broadmont 
Wally Rand 
Pat Patterson 
Betty Coeds 
Anita Page 
June Darling 
Saily Barr 


Brown Derby 
Harriet Norris 
Jo Ann Dare 
Charlotte van 
Mary Earl 
Chiquita 
Kvelyn 
| Virginia 
Joe F 
| Edith 


Savage 


Day 





| 


Lee 
James 
ranks 
Mitchell 
Trio 


i Marsha Deland 


jJim Polk 
Ethel Brown 
Mickey Dunn 


Advocates 

;} Sammy Frisco Ore 

| Capitel Lounge 

| Modulators Ore 

Maurice Rocco 

Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 

Milton Berle 

Jansleys 

Carole Rhodes 

| Raquel & Tarriba 

Bill Gary 

Ben Yost Singers 


Boyd Raeburn Orc 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 


Club Alabam 
Larry Vincent 
Pancho & L 
jrene Burke 
Natasha 
Ramona Hughes 
Bernie Adler 
Paulette LaPierre 
Dotty Dale 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 


Colosimos 


Frank Quatrell 
Gale 

Renee Villon 
Rose Perfect 
The Hartzells 
Dgn Baldwin 


Roch 





Frank Prince 


Herb Rudolphs Ore js 


Orc 


Lovey Lane 
Lois Galloway | 
Buck & Bubbles 
Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 


Richard Smart 
Ina Miraeza 
Yascha Borowski 
Russian Gypsy Ore 


Seven Seas 


Tilia Kipikona 
Sybil Thomas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 

Chief Sautini 
Eddie Bush 
Charlie Openul 
Bobby Mathews 
Johnie Bright Ore 





Harry Pooley 
Bobby Danders 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Jerry Shelton 
Del Shore 
Eddie Danders Orc| 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Bob Grant Orc 
Peggy Fears 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Watk) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Donna & Juans 
Ronnie Kemper 
Bernie Mattinson 
Minnie Cabamne 
Burton Pierce 
Nighthawks 


Ore 





Ambassador Hotel 
(Surf Reom) 
Jonnny Pick Ore 


Babette’s Club 
Barbara Belmore 
Patricia Ryan 
Owen & Parker 
Miiton Huber Ore 
Ginger Ford 
Fernandez Ore 
Bath & Turf Club 
Jerry Cooper 
Marie Austin 
Pupy 
Gerardo 
Jack Whitehead O 
Tomas Rios Ore 
Benson's Cafe 
Johnny Norton 
Princess Whitewing 
Rita Cunningham 
Roe Coletta Orc 
Breakers Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
Beale Street Boys 
University 3 
Frances Faye 
Brigantine Hotel 
(Treasure Island 
Room) 
Adrian Rollini 8 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Koom) 
Marty Magee Orc 


Chelsea Hotel 


(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Billy Van 3 


Cliquot Club 


Ann Howard 
Eddie Lang 
Cosmo & Anita 
Ramona 
Mildred 
Bucky Lopez 
Tony Gillard Ore 


Chez Paree 


H Montgomery 
Bothwell Brown 
Helen Montgomery 
Club Harlem 
Larry Steele 
Myra Johnson 
Cook & Brown 
Mae Diggs 
Derby Wilson 
Hotscha Brew 
Jackie Mabley 
Aland & Anise 


Gibson 








n Gis 


Foote 


| Dor be 
| Herb 
| 
| 885 Club 
Johnny Howard 
The Conrads 
Ann Suter 
Fifi DeValer 
Julio Garcia Ore 
5100 Ctub 


Danny Thomas 
Roberts & 
Mary Beth 
The Bartons 

Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Orc 
Garrick Stagebar 


uff 


Sires 





Smith 

| Profit 8 

| Graemere Hotel 
| (Gdass House Km) 


Clarence 


| Crusaders 

} Dorothy Timmins 
Betty Grev 

| Hi Hat 
Guy Cherney 

| ! 

| De Marlos 

iJ m Penmat 

j Andree An lrea 

| J Manzaneres Orc 

| Younger Gls 

| Ea 

j 

| 


-ddie Fens 


Ore 

Ivanhoe 

| Florence Schubert 

| Al Trace Ore 

| Holly Swanson 

| Vierra Hawaiians 

Helen Sumner 
L’Aiglon 

Spiros Stamos Ore 

Gwendolyn Veausell 

Edna Sellers 

Isobel de Marco 


Merrison Hotel 
(Beston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Morey Amsterdam 
J & J Walton 
Mary Ann Russell 
Doris DuPont 
Mary Camp 
Kretlow Gls 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
Old Heidelberg 
Hans Muenzer 4 
Deris Wittich 
Cosmo Pusa-Terl 
Heidelberg 4 
Rathskellar 
Louis & Orc 
Palmer House 
(Empire Boom) 


e 


Reynolds | 


Ruth Holliday 

Blanche Coles 

Turner Gould 

| Harlemettes (8) 

|} Garland Wilson 

Beachcombers 
Dude Ranch 

| Endicott Ore 

| 





Dude Ranch Ore 
Billy Lang 


Elephant Cafe 


Joe Armstrong 
Joe Deyle 
Rita Koberta 
Peggy Shields 


500 Club 


Cross & Dunn 
Dorothy Blaine 
Margie Greene 
Henry Jerome 


Gateway Casino 

(Somers Point) 
Jack Miller Ore 
Paul Titus 
Bubbles Lawler 
Johnnie Farrell 
Jack Carleton 


Herman's Music Bar 


Jack Arnold 


Jockey’s Derby Club 


Lenny Ross 

Bobby Johnson 

Bobby Dell 

Kiki Hall 

Peppi Carman 

Lee Norre 
Nomad Club 


Jackie Whalen 
Dixie Sullivan 
Leticia 

Helen Colby 
Zola Gray 


President Hotel 
(Round World Rm) 


Anselmo Sacasas O 
Adrian Rollini 8 
Marion Powers 
Juanta’s Orc 
Johnnie Morgan 
Della Norella 
Franco & Beryl 
Cheena de Simone 
Phyllis Baker 
Paradise Club 
3ardu Ali Ore 
Wilma Middleton 
Charlie & Dotty 
Honi Coles 
Candy & Pepper 
Virginia Vigal 
Tampa Boys 
Catherine Atkinson 
Ethly Love 
Thelma Price 
Paddock Int'l 
Dagmar 
Jackie Richards 
Vicki Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 
Five Debs 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 


(Palm Room) 
Sue Mitchell Ore 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 

Room) 


Carmen Cavallaro O 


Traymere Hotel 
(Stratosphere Km) 
Bill Madden Ore 
Chadwicks 
Pooshee-Pooshee 
Le Hola 

T. K. 9 Club 
Alan Gale 


Grace O'Hara 
Estelle Sloan 
Ralph Brown 
Judy Cummings 
Eddie Thomas 
Bobby Lee 
Eddy Blum 


3 Peppers 


| PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 


|}Ramoni Rhumba Bd 
} Alan Fielding Orc 
Bali-lovelies 

|J & A DiGianto 
Virginia Ramos 

| Blisse 
_— McKaye 
I 


Ben Franklin 
| Ralph Eastwood 
| Leo Zollo Ore 
|} Ellen Mitchell 
| Barbara Blane 
| Betty & F Roberts 


Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 
Birmingham Orc 
Jean & R Carney 
Jerry Gordon 
Bob & Mary 
Maude O'Malley 
Gene & Roberta 


Gibsons (2) 


| Cadillac Tavern 

Harry Dobbs Ore 

Cadillac Caperettes 

Sally Osborne 

Carroll's 

Charlie Gainest Ore 

Isobel Brown 

Margret York 

Al Farr 

Harry Rose 

Jean Lee 

Carrollettes 

Jack Shaw 

Cedarw’d Log Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Dale & Williams 

Ray O'Day 

Cynthia Evans 

Erlie Doll 

Helen McNeil 

Carol Kent 

Lynne King 

Ellie Hugo 

Dolly Bruce 

Eileen Brennan 

Embassy 

Susan Lang 

Allida & Chico 

Johnny Parrish 

Chiquita 

Carlos Reyes Ore 
Evergreen Casino 








Skinnay Ennis Orc 


Brewsters 





! 
| 
' 





Pete Hubino 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Earle & J Leach 
Mary Sawyer 
Vera Neva 
tose Gallo 
Lou Morrison 
Neil Fontaine 
Chico & Chiquita 
Jam Session 
Geo Verrechia 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 


Hopkins’ Rathskelier | 


Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Frank Lester 
Dave Vanfield 
Chandor & Margo 
Jimmy Evans 
Agnes Barry 
Lido Venice 

Darlene 

Ch Dougherty Gls 
Danny Versee Ore 
Little Rathskeller 


Muriel Kritlow Dan 


Bradfords 

Victor & Ruth 

De Lloyd McKay 

Jackie Hill 

Leon Fields 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 

Manoa Inna 

Gene Tobin 

Dot Garcey 

Edythe Sallade 

Frank Cuneo Ore 

Nancy Newell 
Minstrel Tavern 

Tony Callazo 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Margie Rose March 


Sissy Ginnie Loftus 


Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Helen Marriott 
Neill Dieghan’s 
Fenwich & Cooke 
Leonard Cooks 
Bot & B Brown 
Doris (3) 
Sally La Marr 


Amy Organ 

Ray Hottinger Ore 
Oid Falls Tavern 
Dotty Winters 
Arletta Adair 

Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Frankie Richardson 
Joan Carez 

Al Kilbride 


Park Cusino 
Tommy Monroe 
Idols of Rhythm 

Peacock Gardens 
(King -of- Prussia, 
Pa.) 

Don Lee 

Gil Fitch Ore 

Margie George 

Artie Singer 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 


Cecil Golly Ore 
Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 


Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
Julia Cummings 
Iris Wayne 
Renaldo 
Warren Phillips 
Murray Ann 

Roman Grille 
Dotty Peyton 
Danny Richards 
Gloria Dale 
Lenny Pegton Orc 
Matteo & Therese 

Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Tiny Kaye 
Loumelile-Morg’na (3) 

Sam's Cafe 
Frank Ponti 
Alberts & Albert 
Mystics (2) 
Frances Carroll 
Mike Ray Orc 

Showboat 


Girard Ream 
Joe Rankin 
Virginia Lee 
Gerard & Carol 
Jay Owen 

Silver Fleet Ina 


Betiy Gaynor 
Jean Carney 
Lola Clare 
Chic Lauler 


Alpine Village 
4 Sydneys 
Blondell Twins 
Gregory & Raymond 
Bob Copfer 
Cari Mueller 
Otte Thurn Ore 


El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 

Hetel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 


Hotel Carter 
Thixion Sprenger 
Ambarsadors Orc 

Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy 
Hotel Fenway 
Johnny Cowgill 
Grant Wilson 


Ore 
Hall 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 
(Motor Bar) 
Abbs 
Bowery 
Carlos & Van 
Gus Van 
Billy Branch 4 
Blanche & Elliot 
Paddy Clift 
Arden Dane 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh 
Casanova 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Stephanie & Craig 
Laska Sis 
Louis & Cherie 
Scott 
Lee 


Vie 


Horn 


Ore 


Walter Ore 


Casino Gardens 


George Olsen Orc 
Don Royale Or< 
Massey & Millet 
Fehnova Ballet (16) 
Yue Sis (2) 
Anthony, Allyn & H 
Club Congo 


Betty St Claire 

Gladys Madden 

Alice Lyons 

3 Buds 

Snowball & Johnny 

Joyner & Joyce 

6 Reedettes 

King Perry Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Billy 
Dolly 
Beth 

Ellen 


Meagher 

Stirling 

Farrell 

Kaye 

Toe EB ns 

Cole & Corte 

6 Vesters 

Les Arquette Ore 
Hund's 

3 Old Timers 

rf Manuel Lopez 

London Chop House 

Tonia Valenti 

Chet Everhart 

Frank Whitman O 

Club Mar-Jo 

Paul Regan 

June Carson 

Dancing Dietrichs 

Merritt Lamb Ore 
Morocco 

‘Gay Nineties’ 

Buddy Duray 

Joe Foder Ore 

Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo’s 

Beth Farrell 


Ker 


Rev 


BOS 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
Sandro PD’Arnez Ore 
Judy Ellington 
LaVerne Lupton 
Miaco 
6 Beachies 
Buster Keim Rev 


Blinstrub’s 


Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Phil Mills Ore 


Joe Scotty 


Silver Lake Inn 
Iris Wayne 
Geo Reed 
Barney & Longie 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hesse! Ore 


Stamp’s 

| Margie Drummond 
i Virgipia Lamour 
'Hal Pfaff Ore 

Jack Griffin 
Stamp Trio 
Casimiera Gls 


69th St. Rathskeller 

Billy Chester 

Elaine Ellis 

Paul Allen 

Phyllis Caine 

Ruth Templeton 

Marita 

Roy Harkins 

Victor Nelson Ore 
20th Century 

Stylists 

Rose Venuti 

Kenny Shaffer Trio 

Marjorie Hyoms 


Weber's Hof Brag 
Camden 


Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Marion 
Eden 2 
Hiunt & Juliette 
Syd Golden 
Pumphandle Trio 
Al Goldecker 
Guardsmen (8) 
Harry Roch 
Jack Smith 
Signor Carmino 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Dave Pierson 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough 
Billy Baker 
Honey Breen 
New Orleans 8 
Jean Bernhart 
Valors (2) 
Jess Altmiller 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 
Judy Renault 
Midshipman 
Catherine King 
Mimi Stewart 
Helen Wilson 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Hollenden 


Ramon & Renita 
Jerry Bergen 
Kay Vernon 
Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Orc 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pearl de Lucca 
Menaco’s Cafe 
Jack Pollack Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin 
3700 Club 
Art West 
Ruth Farrantz 
Pat Jordan 
Don Walsh 


Ore 





Ore 


DETROIT 


O'Donnel & Loyce 
Estrallita 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Northwvod Inn 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 
Or 
Bishop 


Bros 


Beach 


Dinorah 
Bernice 
Hoffman 


Palm 
Tolly 
Howard 
Donna Reece 
iKing & Roche 
Darro Bros 
Don Pablo 


Redford Ina 
McGraw 
Club Royale 
Alberto Sergio 
Deongelo & Porter 
John Gallus 
Darlene Walders 
| Pamela Britton 
Don McGrane Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Sande Williams Ore 
Maxine Tappan 
San Diego 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
|Marya & Martyn 
The Tropics 





Bob 
James 


Ore 
| Huck’s 
M ic 


Ore 


} Betty Blair 

; Jean Field 

| Linda Bruce 

The Friars (3) 

i Vincent Bragale Ore 
| Verne’s 

Larry Kent 

Phil & Yvonne 
Dottie Jean 

Alto Fryer Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Cub Keom) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Pat Nash 
Consuella 
Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Orc 


509 Club 


Dale Rhodes 

Di Giovanni 

Margo Good 

Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 

John & Jessie Horn 
Olga Ray 

Horace Houck Ore 


TON 


Boyd Heathen 
George Ross 
Allen Brown 
Mann & Thomas 





Casa Manana 
Al Miller Ore 
David Ballentine 
Faye Thomas 





Karl Rothde Ore 
(Continued 








Virginia Melford 3 
on page 46) 
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Mgrs., Scenic Union in Agreement 
On Designers and Costume ‘Advisers 





Differences over new regulations 
which threatened an impasse be- 
tween managers and the scenic art- 
ists, and was claimed to have de- 
layed some contracts for produc- 
tions, have been partially straight- 
ened out. Union was in the mood 
to make concessions, with the man- 
agers displaying a similar attitude. 


as 


Silence, Please 





Westboro, Mass., July 29. 

Town Hall Playhouse here, 
operated by Alan Gray Holmes, 
has created a new title for silo 
circuit crews: ‘soft pedalist.’ 

One of the lads on the play- 
house staff has the chore, each 
night, of climbing the town hall 
belfry and unhitching the tongue 





In another argument, involving cos- 
tumers, the latter have granted a 
new wage scale to needle workers. 
Managers objected when the 
scenic union demanded that a cos- 
tume adviser be engaged for all 


plays but as the cost is hardly of 
consequence, a compromise was 
made. When a show is produced 
the manager agrees to .engage an 
adviser. If the play be classed as 
a drawing room drama or comedy, 
the adviser shall be paid $75 for at 
least one week. For plays classed 
as industrial or rural, the adviser’s 
pay is to be $50 if 20 costumes or 
less, with time and one-half being 
payable from 20 to 26 costumes (or 
regulation clothes), while $75 is the 
rate if more than that total is re- 
quired. Costume designers and ad- 
visers must belong to the scenic 
union. 


Managers idea of revising the de- 
mand on payments to scenic design- 
ers is likely to be accepted. Instead 
of 100% being payable in advance, 
propesed that two-thirds be paid 
the designer before completion. 
Showmen ask the same leeway in 
payment to the studio operators as 
heretofore, three payments in equal 
amounts being the plan, producers 
to have seven days’ leeway after 
completion of settings. All pay- 
ments are to be remitted through 
the union, thereby eliminating the 
chances of kick-backs, strongly op- 
posed by scenic people. Previous- 
ly most scenic designers had their 
own shops or studios, but few of the 
leading artists now have scenic 
plants. 


Union sought to place scenic de- 
signers in complete charge of light- 
ing, but modified that stand after 
managers argued against the plan. 
Latter pointed out that stage lighting 
is still being developed and they 
want to be free to accept any new 
lighting devices. Virtually agreed 
that the designer will have general 
supervision, but shall not have dic- 
tatorial power over lighting. 


Among the points at issue is the 
demand by the scenic union that a 
stage crew be engaged one week 
prior to opening or preview. Man- 
agers do not understand why the 
scenic union should step in on the 
stagehands’ baliwick and some have 
refused point blank to give in on 
that requirement. 


Costume workers, whose demands 
would have upped costs 40% because 
of increases and new working condi- 
tions, agreed to a scale that will in- 
crease wages about 22%. 





Receiver for Beck’s Sec 
Suing Bookie Erickson 


For Embezzled Coin 


Arrest last week of Frank Erick- 
son, New York bookmaker, on 
charges of assaulting Milton F. Un- 
termyer, stock broker, 
with the news that civil proceedings 
had been filed against him by David 
Kugel, receiver for assets of Lillian 
Saxon Schrein. Latter was the niece 
by marriage of the late Martin Beck 
and was convicted on his charge that 
She embezzled from him large 


coincided 


amount, estimated totaling $400,000. | 


She was recently reported released 
after serving a two to four year 
prison term. 


Miss Saxon, as she was known 
when handling the Beck theatre, is 
said to have received considerable 
money from ticket brokers, coin 
being known as ‘ice,’ such gratuities 
being discontinued. Claimed that 
she lost most of that money by mak- 
ing big bets on the races, along with 
plenty she took from Beck. 

Alleged that Miss Saxon dropped 
$110,000 to Erickson and Charles 
Yohalen, another bookie. 
Says that if the money is recovered 
most of it will revert to the Beck 
estate, showman having secured a 
judgment against her for $90,000. 


Receiver | 


of the town bell so that the nine 
' and ten o’clock strikes will not 
| disturb the performances. 


NO LEEWAY ON 
TICKET RULES 


Why some Broadway ticket bro- 
kers were socked with fines for not 
stamping tickets ordered by tele- 
phone to boxoffices and others were 
not has still not been explained, but 
che attitude of tax officials has been 
|made quite definite. James F. Reilly, 
of the League of New York Theatres, 
asked what the specific violations 
were. In a reply from D. S. Bliss, 
deputy commissioner of internal 
revenue, it is stated that the regula- 
tions must be followed—that is that 
every ticket sold by a broker must 
be stamped with the name of the 
vendor and the price charged. 

Washington insists on this and, un- 
less the regulation is modified before 
the new season starts, ticket men 
will be subject to further prosecu- 
tion. The rule was evidently framed 
by persons not familieg with cendi- 
tions. It is therefore the intention 
of managers to join with the ticket 
people in getting the rule modified. 
Too many tickets are sold between 
7 p.m. and curtain time by brokers 
over the phone to have that volume 
of business lost. 

Reilly, in his communication to 
Bliss, suggested the use of the tripli- 
cate order system, whereby a perma- 
}nent record would be retained by 
| boxoffices. Commissiener answered 
| that that system was not acceptable, 
land, whether the orders were 
stamped by the brokers or not, there 
could be no substitute to the rule for 
| actual stamping by the agency. 























FRANK HARRIS’ WIDOW 


GETS 806 FROM ‘WILDE’: 





Following further argument based 
on a decision handed down June 23, 
Judge Vincent L. Leibell in the 
iN. Y. federal court Monday (27) 
‘ruled further on the question of lia- 
bilities of Gilbert Miller, Norman 
Marshall, Leslie and Sewell Stokes 
and Heron Productions to Nellie 
Harris, widow of Frank Harris. A 
former ruling had granted the plain- 
tiff an interlocutory judgment against 
the defendants, finding they had in- 
fringed on Frank Harris’ book, ‘Os- 


in the play, ‘Oscar Wilde.’ 

The court had granted the plain- 
tiff the profits, but had not clearly 
stated how they were to be appor- 
tioned, and had said that reference to 
a special master was necessary. It 
is estimated that these profits will 
approximate $80,000, with $25,000 
having been received by the authors, 
Leslie and Sewell Stokes, $38,500 by 
Miller, N. Y. producer of the play, 
and $16,500 by Marshall, the London 
producer. The court’s ruling finds 
each defendant jointly liable for all 
the profits, with a master ito be ap- 
pointed soon to determine the exact 
figures. The master will also have 
to decide if Miller is liable for the 
$25.000 to the authors, or whether 





|that will be part of the expense in | 


| putting on the play. 

The decision of the court is un- 
usual in many ways and opens up 
/new laws for infringement of copy- 

(Continued on page 44) 


| 


} 
| 


‘Sleep It Off Bought By 





Hollywood, July 29. 


Jed Harris bought a new stage 


farce, ‘Sleep It Off,’ authored by 
Lyford Moore, Detroit newspaper 
writer. 


He plans to stage it in the fall on 
| Broadway. 


| show, ‘The Gentleman Came to Kill,’ 


| 


AL WOODS ‘KILLER’ ON - 
THE COAST, THEN B’WAY 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
Al Woods is readying a new legit 





for an opening here with intent to 
move to Broadway in the autumn. 

Play is authored by Ray Golden. 
Producer is angling for Marc Law- 
rence in the title part. 


PEOPLE NOW 
VERY CONFUSED 


‘The Beautiful People’ may close 
at the Lyceum, N. Y., this week and 
then again it may not. William 
Saroyan, author of the play, its pro- 
ducer and manager by remote con- 











ear Wilde, His Life and Confessions,’ | 


Jed Harris for B’way 


|trol, sent a message from his hide- 
|away in Fresno, Cal., to the theatre 
staff, but the latter doesn’t know 
| how to interpret it. 

| Only definite statement in the 
|}show’s ad Tuesday (29) was that 
| persons who see ‘People’ won’t get 
their money back. He tried that idea 
out for about two weeks, then called 
it off. When the kickback was on, 
‘People’ perked up a bit but the 
schlager was on last week, as indi- 
cated by his announcement which 
read: 

‘Positively last week, we think. If 
we break even, we'll go another 
week. Last week we lost $1,100. It 
wasn’t the humidity, it was the com- 
petition. We've got the most enter- 
taining play in New York. The only 
trouble is it’s new (has been on for 
three months) and may be a little 
| unfamiliar, that’s aH. If you’re look- 

ing for a cinch, see another show and 
we'll close. Otherwise see this show, 
land even if you don’t like it, you will 
| not get your money back, and we 
| will stay open. One way or another 
|} we will be back next season with 
ithe best play of the year again.’ 

| So the staff don’t know whether 
|the house will keep lighted after Sat- 
|urday (2) or not. 


AK in Gastronomical 
Field Day at 42d Annual 
Hot Air Club’s Clambake 


| By JACK PULASKI 
Since the turn of the century, the 











Managers Unanimous in Backing 
Up Forecast of Record Road Biz 


» 





Managers from out of town visit- 
ing Broadway are unanimous in 
the opinion that the road 


Army Stymie 





There will be a scarcity of 70- voicing 


foot baggage cars during the will be prosperous next season, most 
coming season, managers being : 

; : of them even saying th e 
so informed by railroad pas- hould ying sing theatre 
senger agents, who handle should see the best business in e@ 
movements of touring shows. decade. That backs up recent pre- 


Understood the Government has dictions along the same lines, but 
requistioned most of the 70- 


appears more authentic as the out-of- 
footers for use as rolling army : 
kitchens. ; towners are closer to local condi- 


Those shows affected will | tions. 
mostly be musicals, which will Expectation is based not only on 
transport settings in 60-foot cars. | the fact that at many points plants 

== | are running day and night filling de- 

| Seas orders, but that the class of 

attractions is higher. They state 
that people have been show-hungry 


for a long time and now again have 

P ; the earning power to attend legit. 
r | There are a score or more shows 
already booked for the road. The 


list includes: 














‘Life With Father’ (two com- 
ss ; panies), ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
The predicted summer boom on ‘Claudia, ‘The Doctor's Dilemma’ 


Broadway has not materialized and, | (Katharine Cornell), ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
judging from last week's gross€S, | “The Corn is Green,’ ‘There Shall Be 
there won't be much of an upturn | No Night,’ ‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
during August. It had been figured | (rq Wynn), ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ 
that business would gradually pick | (Aj Jolson), ‘My Sister Eileen, ‘To- 
up after July Fourth. There was) bacco Road,’ ‘Johnny Belinda,’ ‘Old 
some improvement, but continued | Acquaintance’ (Jane Cowl, Peggy 
high temperatures crimped theatre- | Wood), ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ ‘Watch 


going and even air-conditioned the- | on the Rhine,’ ‘Theatre’ (Cornelia 
atres did not prove much of a lure. Otis Skinner), ‘Panama Hattie,” 
Travel agencies had _ reported; ‘Dubarry Was a Lady,’ ‘Meet the 




















| Hot Air Club has been holding an- 
,nual clambakes at Pleasure Bay on} 

Jersey's Shrewsbury River and, as 
|always on the last Sunday in July | 
(27), the old boys were at it again | 
for the 42nd consecutive outing. 
There were few gastromonic casual- 
ties at the tables under the trees, | 
and mostly decorous forensics from | 
the more loquacious members. } 
| Ben Atwell was named the presi- |} 
dent for the coming year -and, for | 
|a man who recently turned Green- | 
wich Villager, his acceptance ad- | 
dress was something. Augustus 
(Gus) Pitou, who relinquished the 
chair, briefly but eloquently sound- 
'ed the credo of the organization: 
‘Here with our pals we meet again 
in reunion, in the spirit of good fel- 
lowship ...a club most unique, in- 
somuch as there are no dues—the | 
one qualification essential to mem- 
bership being that of affectionate re- 
gard for others.’ 

The event was again held at Green 
Gables, as it has for the past dozen 
years. Previously the clambake was 
potted at Price’s and Billy Burns’ | 
Silvermere Inn close by, places that 
were once favored by the smart 
Rumson crowd. In former times ex- 
cursion boats came down from New 
York, but those side wheelers are 
resting on the Jersey mud flats, if 
still existent. 

Pictures of members taken in 1915 
were reprinted with the legend: ‘O, | 
what a difference a few years make.’ | 
That was nostalgic, because most of 
those pictured have passed on. The | 
muggs of others who were present | 
at the feed bag exercises Sunday | 
could hardly be recognized now— 


for instance the cherubic kisser of | 








| Eddie Cooke, or the distinguished | 
|countenance of Fred Meek. 
Keogh threatened to swim over the! 


Bill | 


|'Shrewsbury and managed to reach 
water shoulder high... Victor Leigh- | 
ton interrupted a fishing trip to Maine | 
to be on hand... Fred Zweifel dec- | 
'orated his pink shirt with plenty | 
clam juice . Bob Campbell and 
Jim O'Neill gimped around in good | 


form... Eddie Plohn came up from 
Washington and all the Plohns were 
there . O’Hara motored 


Warr 
Warren 
a 7 


| bunches f a.k.’s 


to look over his | 


| subbing 


i nearby, recently acquired estate. . 


heavy bookings into the metropolis, 
but either the estimates were ex- 
aggerated or the influx dated for the 
dog days. Saturday (26) was prob- 
ably thé low of the summer. It was 
so dull in the Times Square zone 


that hotel managements called each | 
other up to keep from getting lone- | 


some. Stated that midtown hosiel- 
ries were only 30 to 40% occupied, 
while one spot with over 60° was 
considered lucky. It was quite dif- 
ferent from the weekend over the 
Fourth, when visitors piled into town 
and some hotels clairmed capacity 
reservations. 

Theory of good business this sum- 
mer was predicated upon incomers 
from manufacturing towns, where 
factories are running 24 hours daily. 


Figured that so much money being | 
spent on defense works would bene- | 


fit Broadway. Evidently people in 
the manufacturing centers are too 
busy with all-out activities to con- 
sider vacations. 

Showmen are still confident that 
eventually theatres will prosper 
from the enormous expenditures, but 
dating the start of the boom is like 
selecting a long shot. Last summer 
at this time, when there were 10 
shows as against the current 12, some 
grosses were considerably higher 


because the shows were newer and} 


World’s Fair visitors were on hand. 


MERRY WIDOW’ TEES 
OFF OKAY IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, July 29. 

Gladys Baxter, a fave of nine sea- 
sons of Municipal theatre shows, 
and Wilbur Evans, baritone, making 
only appearance this season in the 
Forest Park alfresco theatre, were 
the big clicks in the modernized 
version of Franz Lehar’s ‘The 
Merry Widow’ that began a one- 
week stand last night (Monday). 
Despite near equatorial temperature 
on tap, and rain in the afternoon, 
an opening night 
an approximate $4,000 was on hand 

Piece has been presented four 
times previously here. Runners-up 
for top honors are Jack Donohue, 
for Howard Freeman; Bob 
Lawrence, baritone: Eric Mattson, 
and Dorothy Sandlin, songbird dis- 
covery of the current 
Standouts in the supporting cast are 
Joseph Macaulay, Charles Wil- 
liams, Ruth Urban, William Mercer, 
Frederic Persson, Harrison and 
Fisher, ballroomologists. Watson 
Barratt designed some eye filling 
sets for the piece. 

‘Nina Rosa’ wound up seven-night 
engagement Sunday (27) with an 
estimated take of $31,000. Torrid 
weather and threats of rain on sev- 
eral evenings held down attendance 
despite posies tossed by all crix. 


mob that grossed 


Frank O. Miller, the perennial sec- 
retary, was the quietest clam guz- 
zler in the gathering . Gus L. 
Cobb and Sam Reiter did their stuff 


as transportation experts. 


season. | 


People,’ ‘Separate Rooms,’ in addi- 
| tion to several Theatre Guild shows 
' and such repeaters as ‘Blossom Time’ 
| and ‘Student Prince,’ which did sur- 
| prisingly well last spring. 

It was claimed last season that 
most of the theatres out-of-town 
| which did not go into the red were 
regarded as lucky to pay off the 
| fixed charges. Conditions should be 
| different the coming season. 


Playwrights May Not 
Produce Until Winter; 
Sherwood’s Gov't Post 


The Playwrights Co, may not pre- 
sent a production from their own 
| four-man author-manager combina- 
| tion until after Jan. 1 because of the 
} varied plans which will occupy 
through Robert E. 
Sherwood, who is an intimate in the 
| White House, has accepted Pres- 
|ident Roosevelt’s appointment to be 
|the chief assistant to Col. William 
'J. Donovan, recently placed in 
charge of correlating secret informa- 
tion valuable to U. S. defense. 

Sherwood wrote two of the Play- 
| wrights’ outstanding successes—‘Abe 
| Lincoln in [linois’ and “There Shall 
| Be No Night,’ but he will now de- 
| vote all his time to the Government 
post in Wash. Pointed out that the 
Playwrights can and will have the 
services of its other star authors— 
Maxw.'! Anderson, Elmer Rice and 
S. N. Behrman. Behrman and Rice 
scripts are not due until early win- 
ter. Latter is currently on the 
Coast, but a picture assignment will 
not interfere with a play he is ready- 


ing 











| them autumn. 


Playwrights office will start ace 
tivities during August, Anderson’s 


‘Candle in the Wind,’ to be presented 
in association with the Theatre 
Guild, going rehearsal with 
Alfred Lunt, directing. The author- 
manager outfit slated to produce a 
Sidney Kingsley’s ‘Jefferson,’ first § 
play by an outside dramatist, 


into 


while plans are maturing for 
‘Not on Friday,’ by George 
O’Neal, to be presented in associa- 


tion with John Golden. After ‘Can- 
dle’ opens, the Lunts will again tour 
in ‘Night,’ Playwrights’ smash of 
| last season. 


} 
} 


‘Collette Lyons Replaces 
_ Martha Raye in ‘Hats’ 


| Collette Lyons, blonde singer- 
comedienne, will take over the 
Martha Raye role in touring edition 
of Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On To Your 
Hats’. Miss Lyons, last on Broade 
way in George White’s ‘Scandals,’ 
‘recently quit touring with USO- 
|sponsored mobile shows playing 
| Army camps to take over the part 
in the Jolson musical. 

Show is slated to start its tour at 
Garden Pier, Atlantic City, Aug. 26 
and run until February, 1942, 
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Big Strawhat B. 0. 
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house, Westport, Conn., beginning 
Aug. 11. Engagement will be for 
two weeks (‘in itself a rarity) and 
the advance sale already indicates a 
complete sellout before the opening 
performance, plus record-breaking 
grosses for both weeks. Season so far 
at the Cape theatre, Dennis, Mass., 
has likewise seen spectacular busi- 
ness. First three weeks’ bills each | 
successively set new house records | 
for the present scale. Bucks County | 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., has sim- 
ilarly enjoyed unprecedented pros- 
perity for early season. Reports 
from virtually all other major straw- | 
hat stands have been along the same 
line. 

Situation at Westport is typical, 
With a possible capacity gross of 
$5,500 for the week, the spot opened | 
with Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Her 
Cardboard Lover’ for an estimated 
take of 34.500—very profitable. Busi- 
ness was only a trifle less for the 
second week, a tryout of ‘La Belle 
Helene,’ 2 swing musical version of 
an Offenbach operetta, with an all- 
Negro cast. Show actually bettered 
an even break—unheard of for a mu- | 
Sical tryout without names. 

Mary Boland in ‘Wife,’ $4,500 

Third week did another $4,500 on 
Mary Boland in ‘Meet the Wife,’ | 
while a tryout of ‘Little Dark Horse,’ | 
by Theresa Helburn, without a name | 
cast, did better than an even break 
at $3,800 last week. Business the | 


first four weeks has averaged $1,500| and similar companies and to pay 


a week better than last season. This 
week’s bill, Constance Collier in 
‘Curtain Going Up,’ started promis- 
ingly Monday (28) night and has a 
good advance for the 
nights. Next week there is 
also a strong advance for the try- 
out of ‘Love in My Fyshion,’ with 
Ilkka Chase and Dennis King. Fact 
that Miss Chase will do her ‘Pent- 
house Party’ broadcast for Camel 
cigarettes from the stage of the play- 
house Friday night has already 
stirred considerable interest. 





‘Lilliom’ indicates two solid weeks! and has always been a strong draw 
beginning Aug. 11 and, because of | there. 
Lawrence | Webster in ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ 


the 
Langner 
planning to extend the schedule an 
extra week by adding a show the 
week of Aug. 25. No play is set for 
the date so far. Subscriptions at 
Westport are about double those of 
last season. 

With the boxoffice already 
swamped with ‘Lilliom’ requests, no 
more telephone’ reservations are 
being accepted. There are few seats 
left for the opening week and only 
about half the house for the second 
week. Indication of the demand for 
this bill is the fact that the home 
office of 20th Century-Fox, which 
has the two players under contract, 
has received innumerable requests 
from its representatives and exhibi- 
tors throughout the country. Peo- 


profitable season, 
and Armina Marshall are } 


| performances 


| yet played Philly. 


| Also, Miss Muir was forced to put 


remaining! productions has spread by word of 


| 900 on ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ $1,800 
| with 


| 








Fairy,’ around $3,400; ‘Golden Boy,’| 


about $3,300, and ‘Mr. and Mrs. | 
North,’ just over $4,000. Current | 
offering, ‘The Man Who Came to} 


Dinner,’ with George Kaufman, Moss 
Hart and Harpo Marx, is playing 10 
and already an 
above-capacity sellout at more than | 
$4,500. | 
Curious thing about Bucks County | 
that names, although valuable, | 
aren't as essential as at most spots. | 
Theatre is near Philadelphia and ap- 
parently draws best with shows that | 
have a Broadway rep, but haven't 
Example was ‘Mr. | 
and Mrs. North,’ which had a no-| 
name cast, yet played to more than | 
the $4,000 capacity. 
Suffern’s Handicap | 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y., 
was handicapped at the start of the 
season by the sour reputation left 
last year by Walter Armitage, whose 
operation of the place blew up with 
less than half the schedule played, 
leaving piles of unpaid bills and 
plenty of irate subscribers. House 
is managed this year by Jean Muir, 
in partnership with Sanford Meis- 
ner. Former film actress is hand- 
ling the business end, with Meisner 
doing the staging. Largely because 
of the ill-will from last season, the 
subscription sale has been slow. 


is 


iS 





up a heavy bond to the phone, light 


cash to all local tradespeople. 
However, the theatre has estab- 

lished credit again and attendance 

has been growing as word of good 


mouth. With a gross limited to a 
possible $2,400, the spot drew about 
$1,400 with ‘The Male Animal’, $1,- 


‘The Play’s The Thing’ and, 
last week, nearly capacity $2,200 
with Miss Muir in ‘Once in a Life- 


with Sinclair 


| ‘Angela Is 


Lewis in ‘My Dear 
Children,’ despite some heavy pen- 
ning of the scribbler’s acting at- 
tempt. Currently showing is Lewis’ 
22,’ which the author has 
staged. 

At Indian Neck, Montowese play- 
house, which took a heavy scarlet 
bath in its initia! season a year ago, 


is coming out from under this year | 


with a new group (American Actors 
Co.) at the helm. A slow start has 
been overcome by substantial gains, 
last week's biz on Eric Linden in 
‘Out of the Frying Pan’ being okay. 
Spot gets Anita Louis in ‘The Swan’ 
for week of Aug. 5. Set for Aug. 
26 is ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ with Lin- 
den pencilled for a return date. 

Theatre-in-the-Dale, at New Mil- 
ford, has already passed in a half 
season the total attendance of last 
year. House is a new 250-seater 
which has replaced barn operated 
here for several summers. 





‘Beggar's Opera’ for Barn 
Pittsburgh, July 29. 
Lehman Engel’s version of the 
John Gay opera, ‘Beggar's Opera,’ 


which he guest-directed at Carnegie 
Tech drama school with great suc- 
cess last spring, will be done week of 
Aug. 11 at Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa. One member of 
Tech cast has already been engaged 
for the Bucks County production. 
She is Shirley Brown, who gradu- 
ated from local drama school in June. 
Young actress is daughter of Ben 
Brown, head of projection depart- 
ment for WB in Pittsburgh zone. 
Other leads have been assigned to 
Jane Pickens and Walter Cassell. 

Engel has his eye on showing ‘Beg- 
gar’s Opera’ in New York this fall, 
and strawhat date is in the nature of 
a tryout. Miss Brown’s engagement 
in this cancels her scheduled ap- 
pearance at Cohasset, Mass., in Char- 
lie Gaynor’s original revue. 





Kennedy Tees Off Aug. 4 
Springfield, Mass., July 29. 
Harold J. Kennedy, of Holyoke, 
will open a five-week strawhat sea- 





time.’ Actress has played the thea- 
tre several times in previous years 


Current show is Margaret | 


Casino theatre, Newport, one of | 


| the class spots, has also been doing | 


record business, particularly last | 
with Alexander Kirkland and 


week, 
Mary Mason in ‘The Male Animal.’ 
Gross was estimated at $4,600, 


against a possible capacity of $5,000 
for the  six-performance ook | 
Schedule calls for Tuesday night} 
openings, at a $2.75 top, with sub-| 
sequent shows scaled up to $2.20. | 
Previous seasons there has been an | 
emphasis on the society turnout, but | 
this year, with Newport mobbed by | 
naval personnel, the attendance has | 
been more representative. | 

Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, | 


Mass., another key spot, has also 
been doing record business, mostly | 
with resident players in the lead} 





ple plan to attend the show during 
their vacations and want to get good 
seats. Film company is placed in 
the embarrassing spot of having to 


explain it has nothing to do with the | pack’ 


seat sale for the engagement. 

At the Cape theatre, Dennis, the 
subscription sale is said to be about 
30°% above last season, with business 
so far about 25% higher. Charles 
Butterworth, who has broken box- 
office records everywhere he has ap- 
peared in ‘George Washington Slept 


Here,’ opened the season by setting | 


parts. Ruth Chatterton opened the 
| season to hefty business in *‘Tomor- 
|row and Tomorrow.’ Subsequent 
| bills included ‘George Washington 
| Slept Here’ and ‘Beggar on Horse- 
(both without names) and, 
|last week, Grace George in ‘Miss 
Nellie of New Orleans,’ an oldie re- 
vival. Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood 
are current in ‘Old Acquaintance.’ 
House has a capacity of 444 seats, a 
$2.75 top and can gross nearly $4,- 
000 for a regular seven-performance 
week. 








new figures at the present $2.75 top.| Conn. Strawhats Profitable 


Aubrey Smith topped that the sec- | 


ond week in ‘Qld English,’ while 
Moss Hart surpassed that again the 


third week in ‘The Man Who Came} 


to Dinner.’ 

ly cleaning 

Jones.’ 
Despite Bad Weather 


up 


Dennis has a capacity of 515 seats | 


Pace at Mid-Season 


New Haven, July 29. 
Strawhat biz on nearby southern 





Paul Robeson is current- | Connecticut circuit has hit a profit- 
in ‘The Emperor | able gait at mid-season and looks to 


swing into last half with a nice 
margin over a year ago. 
At Ivoryton, Milton 





Stiefel is 


and can do just under $7,000 on an| working the cash register overtime, 


eight-performance week. For the 
week of Aug. 18, Gertrude Lawrence, 
wife of the spot’s manager, Richard 
Aldrich, will try out John Van Dru- 
ten’s ‘Behold We Live.’ Regular per- 
formances are already sold out and 
an extra matinee is being added. As 
at the other strawhats, the heavy 
business has been despite unusually 
bad weather, particularly weekends. 
Remarkable factor has been the 
number of good houses for early- 
week performances. 

Bucks County playhouse, New 
Hope, opening with Butterworth in 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ set 
a new house record with a gross of 
$4,275, including an extra matinee 


| with turnaways in evidence every 
| week. Latest click was Paul Robe- 
son in ‘Emperor Jones,’ show getting 
around $5,000 last week, thanks to 
some jacked-up ducats at $2.20. Sea- 
po here includes fanciest list of 
names ever to play the spot in one 
summer, roster also featuring Buddy 
Ebsen, Charles Butterworth, Sally 
Rand and Tallulah Bankhead. 
Guilford’s Chapel Playhouse, un- 
der Nate Beers and Olsen and John- 
son, has had steady biz to date, 
Henry Hull in ‘Dear Brutus’ recently 
cracking the house Saturday night 
record. Spot is operating on the 
guest-star policy, drawing names 
from pix, legit and even burlesque. 
House plays ‘Separate Rooms’ next 








but excluding two added days per- 
formances the preceding week. Sub- 
sequent bills were ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment,’ about $3,300; ‘Skylark,’ nearly 
$4,000; Pauline Lord in ‘The Great 


week (4), an unusual feature in that 
original production is still running 
on Broadway. 

Stony Creek is bettering last year’s 
gross up to this point. Healthy 





Adventure,’ about $3,800; ‘The Good 


figures were in evidence last week 


| Lyman and his orchestra 


son at the Springfield Trade school 
Aug. 4 with Ruth Chatterton in ‘The 
Constant Wife.’ Earlier plans of 
Kennedy to conduct a summer the- 
atre at the Trade school were can- 
celed because he had been producing 
‘Accent on Youth,’ with Sylvia Sid- 
ney and Luther Adler, in Chicago. 

The week of August 11 Kennedy 
will present William Gaxton, Kitty 
Carlis!e and the Hartmanns in ‘Any- 
thing Goes.’ 











Hoblitzelle 

















Continued from page 3am 


ee 
who are 
first unit of vaude- 
the 


the 
the Interstate on 


headlining 
ville to tour 
fall program. 

Charles O’Connor, announcer for 
NBC has been engaged especiaily to 
announce the four Lyman programs 


| through TQN. 





Hoblitzelle Nixes $10 Feed 


Dallas, Texas, July 29. 

Karl Hoblitzelle, president of the 
| Interstate Circuit, has vetoed count- 
| less extra-mural activities planned 
| for next month in honor of his 35 
years in Texas. A $10-a-plate din- 
| ner was called off because Hoblit- 
zelle said that with the USO needing 
money and with United States de- 
fense bonds for sale, such money 
should go for those purposes. 

Some Interstate theatres, however, 
will have special events during the 
month to honor the circuit head. 





Summer Premieres 


(July 30-Aug. 9) 
‘He Takes It in His Stride,’ comedy 
iby Jean Archibald and Arthur Hans], 
|at Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Milford, 
Conn. (30-2). 

‘Scarlet,’ whodunit by Bruce 
Evans, at Harbor playhouse, Marion, 
Mass, (30-2). 

‘Their Finest Hour,’ by J. Franklin 
Jones, at Pine Grove playhouse, 
Cambridge Springs, Pa. (4-9). 

‘Mary’s Gate,’ by Margery 
liams, at Michiana Shores 
theatre (30-2). 

‘You Can’t Guess the Answer,’ of 
undisclosed authorship, at Hunter- 
don Hills playhouse, Jutland, N, J. 
(30-2). 

‘Love in Our Time,’ by Leslie 
Reade, with Ilka Chase, Dennis 
King, at Country playhouse, West- 
port, Conn. (4-9). 

‘Dark Enemy,’ by Peter Calvey, at 
Montowese playhouse, Indian Neck, 
Branford, Conn, (5-9). 

‘I Killed the Count,’ by Algx Cop- 
pel, at the Brattleboro (Vt.) play- 
house (5-9). 


Wil- 
(Ind. ) 





| 





———— 





Literati 





Times Sells Bureau to A.P. 


Sales of Wide World news photo 
service, wholly-owned New York 
Times subsid, to the Associated 
Press, which becomes effective Fri- 
day (1), will result in the Times 
setting up a photo department of its 
own. Wide World in the past has 
functioned as the Times’ lens 
partment as well as servicing other 
papers, 

Undetermined number of the more 
than 100 WW employees will move 


to AP following the switch, while 
others will be _ retained for the 
Times’ new staff. Some will be let 


out, it is understood, with severance 
pay in line with Newspaper Guild 
practice. 

WW, during the greater portion of 
its 24-year existence, has been a loss 
to the Times, which is principal rea- 
son for its sale. New subsid cor- 
poration is being set up by the Times 
to hold patents WW owns on various 
Wirephoto devices and to license 
manufacture of the equipment. 
Otherwise WW’s wirephoto will be 
consolidated with the AP's. 

All subscribers to WW were in- 
formed in letters by the AP last 
week of the change in ownership 
and advised that the service they 
had been receiving would be con- 
tinued. AP will carry on Wide 
World under the latter title. 





Black Mask Vs. Black Hood 

An application for a temporary 
injunction against Columbia Publica- 
tions, Inc. and Kable News Co., re- 
vealed a suit against them in N. Y. 
supreme court by Fictioneers, Inc., 
on Thursday (23), Plaintiff seeks an 
injunction, accounting of profits and 
damages for alleged infringement of 
copyright in the publication of the 
magazine Black Hood. 

Plaintiff publishes the magazine 
called Black Mask and claims to 
have 90.000 dealers distributing mil- 
lions of copies yearly. Defendant 
published its magazine July 1, 194i, 
using the same format and size with 
a similar name, it is stated. 





Paul H. Forman Broke 


Paul H. Forman, book publisher, 
head of The Pyramid Press and 
The Saravan House, filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. 
federal court Friday (25), listing no 
assets and $2,660 in liabilities. 

Creditors include Simco Press, 
$452; Ida Sherman, $78 on royalties 
for publishing a book, and Mrs. Ivy 
M. Clayton, $25 royalties, 





Kenny’s Syndication 

Nick Kenny, radio editor of N. Y., 
Mirror, yesterday (Tuesday) started 
a new syndicated column via King 
Features, captioned ‘Day Unto Day,’ 

Will use human _ interest 
plus Kenny’s original poems and will 
duck the radio personality formula, 
as heretofore, since out-of-town 
papers don’t care for it as a daily 
feature. 


stories 





LITERATI OBITS 

Howe Price, 50, publisher, Besse- 
mer (Ala.) Advertiser, died recently 
after a brief illness. 

Charles Frederick Markell, 85, au- 
thor, traveler, legislator, died sud- 
denly in Birmingham, Ala., recently. 

Forest Lowry, 65, retired news- 
paper editor, died July 24 in Los 
Angeles after a two-year illness. Be- 
fore his retirement in 1939 he had 
been financial editor of the Los An- 
geles Examiner for nine years. 

Edward B. McLean, 58, former 
publisher of The Washington Post, 
died last week in a Baltimore sana- 
torium. He had been legally de- 
clared of unsound mind in 1933. 
Long in the Washington political 
spotlight, McLearf was involved in 
the Teapot Dome oil scandals with 
Harry Sinclair and Albert Fall. 
Widow and three children survive. 

Frederick W. Eddy, 88, retired 
newsman, who had been an editorial 
writer for the old New York World 
and had covered the Boxer Rebellion 
in China for several metropolitan 
New York dailies, died last week in 
Nantucket, Mass. 





CHATTER 


Louise Levitas in Hollywood for 
three weeks to gander material for 
PM. 

Jerome Beatty in Hollywood on 
assignment from the American mag- 
azine, 

Jerome Beatty in Hollywood to do 
a series of personality yarns for 
American Magazine. 

Martin M. Goldsmith sold his new 


| 
| 


;son in N, Y, 
de- | 








novel, ‘Strange Objective,’ to Viking 
Press for winter publication. 

Robert Carson sold ‘Back to Cara. 
cas,’ a short novel about Hollywood, 
to the Ladies Home Journal. 


Elsie Lincoln, on staff of Time 
mag, the mother last week of a 
She’s wife of Dr. Al- 
bert Rosner. 

G. H. Carswell has purchased in- 
terest in Irvington (Ga.) Bulletin, 
published by Lamar Tigner, and be- 


| comes editor. 


‘Low on the War’ (Simon & 
Schuster; $2) is an anthology of the 
British cartoonist, David Low's po- 
litical works, just published. 

Harrison FE. Miller, who resigned 
from the Fort Wayne (Ind.) News 
Sentinel recently, has been appoint- 
ed chief oil inspector by the State 
Auditor. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Meriwether Gilmer 
(Dorothy Dix) handling syndicated 
column this summer from Asheville, 
N. C., where she is on vacation from 
New Orleans. 

Henry Misselwitz, Metro scrivter 
who wrote ‘The Dragon Stirs,’ 
motoring to New York to confer 
with his publishers about a book of 
short stories. 

Alice Keenan Cripps’ (Albany, 
Ga.) new novel ‘Glory Road’ off 
press. Author, native of Ohio, is 
mother of five children, has five 
grandchildren. 

Robert S. Harvey, State editor of 
the Indianapolis Star for 11 years, 
has become director of the Yandes 
Library and English teacher at Wa- 
bash College, Crawfordsville, Ind. 

Thomas J. LaBrum, assistant to 
the publisher of the Philadelphia 
Record and head of the advertising 
agency that bears his name, planed 
to the Coast last Friday (26). Due 
back next week. 


Paul Gallico sold ‘The Life of Lou 
Gehrig’ as a serial to Cosmopolitan 


mag, starting in November. (Cur- 
rently Gallico is working on the 
screen story of the Yankee first 


baseman’s career. 


Thomas Ketterson, Nashville 
(Tenn.) United Press Bureau man- 
ager, ordered to active army duty at 
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. Bob Kelly of 
U. P. staff upped to succeed him. 
Harold Twitty resigned from Nash- 
ville Banner to take Kelly's former 
job, 

R. A. Jackson, city editor, Winston- 
Salem (N. C.) Sentinel, reelected 
president of News and Editorial As- 
sociation of North Carolina. City 
Editor Stewart Atkins, Gastonia 
Gazette, reelected vice-president 
Group will hold 1942 convention at 
Pinehurst, N. C. 

Meyer Berger doing a three-part 
profile of The Tombs for the New 
Yorker. 


806 From ‘Will 











de’ 
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right. Some of the important points 
developed by the court are that a 
biographer’s statement of his conver- 
sations with the person who is the 
subject of his work are not merely 
a statement of historical fact, but in- 
volves authorship, literary quality 
and style apart from any recital of 
facts, and is copyrighted material 
even though stated in direct dis- 
course rather than in narrative form. 

To constitute infringement, what 
was appropriate must form a sub- 
stantial part of the infringing work, 
but need not necessarily be a sub- 
stantial part of the infringed work. 
It is not the quantity but the qual- 
ity of the portions copied that count. 
(The court found 37 instances of in- 
fringement in this action). 

The copyright owner who did not 
know of the publication or performe 
ance of the infringing work until one 
month before his attorneys gave 
notice of the infringement is not 
guilty of laches. One who not only 
furnishes money for the production 
of an infringing play, but also par- 
ticipates in engaging the theatre, in 
casting, in rehearsals and the like is 
liable for the profits he receives 
from the production of the play. 














Hepburn Play Off 
Stony Creek, Conn., July 29. 

Tryout of Richard Hepburn’s ‘Love 
Like Wildfire’ has been abandoned 
following extensive preparations. 

Play, reportedly inside stuff on 
Hepburn family life, was cancelled 
when producers and author couldn't 
get together on cast, revisions, etc. 
Lester Lang, brought on from Texas 
to stage the opus, has gone back 
home, 
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q Inside Stuff —Legit 


In somegquarters it was figured that Maurice Evans would have first 
call on the St. James, N. Y.. which, with the 44th Street theatre, reverted 
to the Astors upon the demise of Boris Said. When Evans indicated no 
interest in renting either, the Shuberts gained possession. 

Evans’ successes at the St. James (‘Richard II,’ ‘Hamlet, ‘12th Night,’ 
‘Henry IV’) were the outstanding attractions there during the period the 
theatres were operated by Said, and in five years those four shows more 
than paid the fixed charges. Rowla:.d Stebbins was also expected to be 
interested in getting the St. James, but has been inactive in the theatre 
recently. 





Several managers have indicated willingness to buy in on ‘Two Story 
House,’ a mystery comedy slated to be Brock Pemberton’s first entry of 
the new season. Play was tried out in Gloucester, Mass., recently and was 
regarded as a Broadway possibility. ‘House’ is due in September after 
rewriting of third act. The Pemberton entry will be on his own. Columbia 
Pictures was to have made a production deal with him, but the contract 
has still not been consummated. 

Because of the type of play, John C. (Jack) Wilson, Noel Coward’s New 
York representative, referred to ‘Story’ as ‘Arsenic and Old Town.’ Script 
calls for a commentator, but has little or no semblance to ‘Our Town’ nor 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 


With Samuel F. Nirdlinger stepping in to replace Harry Brown as man- 
ager of the Nixon, Pittsburgh, latter town may have been puzzled, as 
Brown was on the job for 25 years. Nirdlinger owns the major interest in 
the legiter and, when Erlanger’s, Philadelphia, changed policy, a spot for 
him was a must. Brown expressed the desire to remain in Pittsburgh, but 
Erlanger’s, which operates the Nixon, has not found a berth for him there 
or elsewhere to date. He may be offered Erlanger’s theatre, in Buffalo, 
Robert Stevenson being out. 

Nixon was built by the late Samuel F. Nixon, of the former legit firm of 
Nixon & Zimmerman, who at one time controlled the legit theatres in 
Philly. 


Dock Street theatre, Charleston, S. C., opened in 1736 with Farquar’s 
comedy, ‘The Recruiting Officer,’ has been placed under Carolina Art 
Association and Footlight Players management, of which Robert N. S. 
Whitelaw is president, Charles H. Meredith director, and Charlotte Dill- 
ingham, business manager. Burned in 1740, house was rebuilt in time to 
receive Lewis Hallam’s ‘Company of Comedians’ from Columbia. Lavishly 
modernized and rebuilt, house is now one of largest in South Carolina. 


Harold Leventhal, son of J. J. Leventhal, producer of rotary stock 
shows, is assistant to Leon Henderson, wHo heads the price control com- 
mission in Washington. Leventhal, a graduate of Columbia University, 
started his career in Washington as secretary of the then-Associate Justice 
Harlan F. Stone, recently appointed chief justice. 

Son of the showman was abroad for some time and 
expert on international law. 


is said to be an 


Although he has but two shows going (‘Life With Father’ in New York 
and Detroit), Oscar Serlin is keeping his staff intact under salary through 
summer. Formerly managers retained key people throughout the year, 
but only a few have been doing so in recent seasons. 


———————— 











Wet Actors 








| 


‘none of whom left the outdoor thea- | 


| tre despite a drenching, 


cheered | 
them on. 

Besides a severe wetting, the per- ! 
former 





ranks also. suffered one 
casualty when Charlie Aithof, -*the | 
rube fiddler, tripped over a guy wire | 
and was knocked unconscious. | 
severely, but not critically, injured, 
| Althoff was removed to the base | 


|Charles Masters, 





| hospital where he remained up until 


yesterday (Tuesday). | 

Gypsy Rose Lee, with her body 
makeup running off in rivulets, went | 
through with her stripping act; ditto | 
Bill Robinson, Benny Fields (who) 
added ‘Singing in the Rain’ to his 
repertoire for the occasion), Tamara, 
Frank Fay, Clarence Stroud, 
Bob Coffey, the 
Bryants and The Juvelys. Jerry Free- 
man, who conducted the orchestra, 
had all of his music washed away and 
the band was ad libbing most of the 


way. Costumes were drenched and 
in at least one instance (Tamara) 
ruined. 





| Heat Wilts All Bway B.0.s; ‘Father, 
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$12,000, ‘Eileen, 856, ‘Joey, 136, Off 





Father’ $12.500 in Det. 





Detroit, July 29. 

‘Life With Father’ 
bound profitably along after eight 
full weeks at the Cass here. Last 
week approximately $12,500 was add- 


ed to the figures that weni over the; (Revue), M 


$100,000 mark two weeks ago. 


No definite sign of closing the run 
has yet appeared. 


HELLZ’ JUMPS 


| 





/eral 
}around $8,000; 
’ ’ jthings expected to hold over 





Chicago, July 29. 


| 





‘DEMOCRACY 


| Loop jumps to three shows today 
| (Tuesday) with the opening of 
|‘Charley’s Aunt’ in the Studebaker, 


Heat affected attendance in thea- 


tres, driving down grosses more than 
{they had recovered the previous 
| week. One of the dullest weekends 


continues tO | of the summer resulted. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama). R 


(Musical), F (Farce), 

'O (Operetta). 
Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(29th week) (CD-938, $3.30). Maybe 


affected less than any of the others; 


| capacity registered at most perform- 
| ances, 


with takings quoted over 


$16,000, 





| the cast headed by Phil Baker. But 
|}on Saturday (2) the number of shows 


| Coastward. 
| Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin, Erlanger 
week) (1,400; $3.30). 


(11th 
Upped sharply 


| will drop back to two when “Hellz- | 3,027; $1.65). 


CHORUS IN N.Y. 


! 
| 


{ 


A citizen’s chorus to ‘Sing Out!on final week’s notice and came | 


for Democracy’ will be formed in. 


the middle of August at a patriotic 
rally under the auspices of the 
Ceuncil for Democracy, in N. Y. 


Leon Barzin, director of the Na- 
tional Orchestral Association, will 


{through with strong $21,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (23d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Riding right 
along without any excitement, but 
!making consistent profit; nearly 
$9,000. , 





| be in charge and the chorus will per- ‘CABIN’ STRONG $1 1,500, 


| form a new secular canta with music 


‘by William Schumann at the rally. | ELLINGFON 10G IN L. A. 


! 
j 


Bunch in the Serlin office are all reported being paid more than the | 


scale, with no cuts during summer. There are two press agents for 
‘Father’ (Empire, N.Y.) and, starting Sept. 1, three are slated on the job. 


Strawhat Plays 























CHARLEY’S AUNT 


Atlantic City, July 29. 


Western Union, Please 
Millburn, N. J., July 28. 


Comedy in three acts, by Frances Gvood | Comedy in three acts, presented by Ar- 
rich und Albert Hackett. Staged by Henry | thur Klein by ararngement with Tuttle & 
Ephron; settings by Kenneth Lloyd Mapes Skinner, directed by Joshua Logan; staged 
and Joseph DeLuca. Presented by Frank | by Charles Alan; presented at Garden Piet 
Carrington and Antoinette Scudder at the | ;peatre Atlantic City. ae Leathers } 

ventre, Atlantic City, week beginning July 

Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, N. J., July | oy 41 - . : ; . 5 
so Sh. SE.08 top. | Lord Fancolrt Babberly Phil Baker 
Jenny Daley... June Walker | Jack Chesney...........- Thomas Speidel 
ee | Ae ee Boyd Crawford | Brasset a Beate SHES Harold De Becker 
A! DAlGY .. 2. scccseccves: Frances Reid | Charles W FROUAMs ¢ 6K 0604 J Richard Jones 
Aut ra. Newsbickel Mabel Paige | Kitty Verdyn.... sue auee Ji Huszugh 
Phaddeus Taylor......... Ralph Theodore | Amy Spettigue La n Beaumont 
Messenger Boy......ee.. Billy Callahan | Col, Sir Frat Chesney..Edward Harvey 
Me a LEER CT EE Te Peggy Elder Stephen &y gue J VW Au 
Ger Mei ccrreessennces e Brigham Donr ( ID’ Al M y Mu n 
ul See eee eee I xv Van Vieit |Kla Delan Sonia Stukow 
Danny Daley.......-. Ch gu vorth | J J I 
rian Poly. isseceeecss lohn Shellie 
Hal Stoddard. ....ccces. .William J. Kelly ee 
George Gillespie......... Robert Tom Phil Baker, in the role of ‘Char- 

: ley’s Aunt,’ brought Brandon Thomas’ 

Frances Goodrich and _ Albert | 50-year-old farce to the Garden Pier 
Hackett’s comedy of a failure who|theatre Tuesday (22) to delight a 
makes good is unsophisticated enter- | jammed house. Baker, who left the 
tainment, pedestrian and ineffective | stage for radio fame, clowns and 


from beginning to end. Its situations | capers through the play, pouring tea 
are never striking and its characters |in high hats, rolling on the floor, 


are static. Paper Mill playhouse’s | leering at the timid young girls to 
first-night audience received it with; the disgust of their young lovers, 
tolerant applause. and generally misbehaving. The re- 


‘Western Union. Please’ is the tale | Sult was more laughter than has been 


of Danny Daley (Charles Butter- | heard across the footlights here for 
worth), who left home because of | many a season. 
his inability to support his family Baker was particularly good in 
He returns 10 years later as a West-|the drawing room scene with the 
ern Union messenger boy, ahd very | four young women while the gent] 
proud of the fact. Meeting him are | men remained at the ble for cof 
his harassed ‘wife (June Walker), | fee and cigars. His terrible version 
who has just had him declared legal- | on the piano of ‘Believe Me If All 
ly dead and is preparing to sell their | Thosé Endearing Young Charm: 
home for an amount far below its | brought howls 
ecg Cae lg ag gape sai Entire cast is good, including Mar- 
“ig : ‘gee od Page A yar Mullen, J. W. Austin, Jane 
idolized her father, and his wife's | 227" = . ; 
-ranky hy MS wites | Huszagh, Thomas Speidel. J. Rich- 
Prine? wqomplaining aunt (Mabel ard Jones and Lorain Beaumont 


niga , . 
Paige), who would rather have him 


“remain aw Sonia Stakowski, daughter of the ma- 
remain away. But Danny stays and ,|~0"7@ : - 


proves himself a family hero. With 


the enthusiastic aid of his daughter's | 


boy friend ‘(Boyd Crawford), he 
cleverly trans an unscrupulous busi- 
nessman and obtains a very high 
price for his property. 

Butterworth is best when he is 
dreamy-eyed and absent-minded: he 
is never interesting as the devoted, 
thoughtful husband. He alternates 
from one mood to the other. Miss 
Walker, as his excited and confused 
wife, acts as if she were exhausted 
and soon becomes exhausting. Her 
role is diffuse and psychologically 
stilted, a fact that may explain her 
failure to impress. Much more ef- 
fective is Miss Paige. Miss Reid, the 
excited, idealistic daughter, and 
Crawford are fair. 

Kenneth Lloyd Mapes and Joseph 
DeLuca’s one stage set, that of the 
Daley dining room, is satisfactory. 

Jaffe. 


|estro, plays a small role in pleasing 
manner. Carter. 


Joe Brown, 7G in Frisco, 
May Tour Eastward 


San Francisco, July 29. 

| Henry Duffy's ‘Show Off’ with Joe 
E. Brown will probably play Port- 
land and Seattle following its run 
at the Alcazar here, with likelihood 
show wil] tour eastward if it clicks 
in the northwest. Decision depends 
largely on whether Brown wants to 
make the trip. 

Aided by Brown’s one-man after- 
show, production picked up esti- 
mated $7,000 in its third week here 
land goes two more. ‘Quiet Please’ 
follows, with Fred Niblo featured. 





| get. 











| Gabby Harpo 


——_—— (‘ontinued from page 3=———> 


lion dollar house’ will not soon for- 
It was a Harpo sans red wig, 
but with horn intact. He ate can- 
dles, chased the gals, played the 


|piano (mighty well, too) and to all 


appearances set out to make up for 
his quarter-century of silence. As 
one woman in the fifth row put it, 
‘Its worth coming back tomorrow, 
just to see what'll happen.’ 

But ‘coming back tomorrow’ won't 
be an easy task. Philly scalpers 


| were asking-and-getting—$10 a head 


for opening night seats. As early as 
a week ago there wasn’t a seat to 
be had for the entire week’s engage- 
ment and, within several hours after 
seats went on sale for two extra 
matinees, they also were all gone. 
Which is nothing new for Theron 
Bamberger and Kenyon 
who are operating one of the most 
successful strawhats in the entire 
circult. 

Kaufman's decision to do a 
bearded Whiteside was a last minute 
switch. When he subbed for Alex 
Woollcott on the Coast last Summer, 
he played it without disguise. Hart 
thinks G. S. K. is nothing short of 
sensational as Whiteside. And he 
Ought to know. Hart had just com- 
pleted a stint in the Whiteside role 
at Dennis, Mass., and, after seeing his 
collaborator in the role, he’s con- 
vinced that the Dennis customers 
were robbed. And that’s something 
considering that all Dennis 
were shattered that week 

Hart plays the Noel Coward part 
like a man inspired. He’s having a 


records 


swell time and so does the audience 
stchir hiry 


Edith Atwater back in het 
Broadway role Sidney Grant Wwno 


appeared in all five road companie 
of ‘Dinner.’ ined up with the cast 
here and Janet Fox is also featured 
William McFadden, stage manager 
for Sam Harris in the long string 
of K. & H. hits, is here ‘bossing his 


bosses.’ 
Coverage at the Bucks Playhouse 
tonight unquestionably hit a new 


|} high mark for Summer semesters 
and perhaps exceeds anything 


| 


Broadway has seen in years. All 
news services were represented, as 
were all Philly and New York 
dailies, half a dozen mags and what 
looked like dozens of photogs, in- 
cluding Life’s ‘party’ crew. 

Some of those present included 
Taylor Holmes, who did Whiteside 
on the road; Francine Larrimore, 
Burns Mantle, Kelcey Allen, Oscar 
Levant, Mrs. Beatrice Kaufman, Max 
Segal, Max Gordon, Brian Aherne, 
Joan Fontaine, Kurt Weill, John 
La Touche, Vernon Duke, Hassard 
Short, Joseph Bryan 3d, the S. J. 
Perelmans, Robert Rice, Mark Bar- 
ron and a host of others. 


Nicholson, | 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
| ‘Cabin in the Sky’ rolled up nifty 
| estimated $11,500 on the first of a 
| two-week return engagement. Show 
|may go back to Broadway for an- 





| 
| 


other run following stay at the Bilt- | 


more here. Another colored musi- 
cal, Duke Ellington’s ‘Jump For Joy’ 
j at the Mayan, is also rolling up im- 
| pressive grosses, with approximate 
| $10,000 on the third week spelling 
| profit all around. Piece costs around 
|$7,000 to operate. Around 50% of 


| the draw is from the colored colony. | 


‘The Vinegar Tree,’ with Billie 
Burke, is now in its sixth and final 
week at the El Capitan, with approx- 
imately $7,200 indicated. 


Phil Baker’s ‘Aunt’ 
Gets $5,800 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 27 
‘Charley's Aunt,’ with Phil Baker 
grossed approximately $5,800 for 
week ending Sunday (27) at Garden 
Pier theatre. Sylvia Sidney and 
Luther Adler, in ‘Accent on Youth,’ 
opened yesterday (Monday ) 
Al Jolson in ‘Hold On To 
Hats’ is definitely skedded to 
Aug. 27 for four-day run. 


Your 


open 


Current Road Shows 


(July 30-Aug. 9) 


*Accent On Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney 


Luther Adler)—Garden Pier, At- 
lantic City (30-3) 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
Biltmore, Los Angeles (30-2). 


‘Anna Christie’ (Ingrid Bergman) 
San Francisce 4-9) 


Aunt’ Phil Baker) 


C irrar 


‘Charlevy’s 


Studebaker, Cl (30-9) 
‘Hellzapoppin’ - Erlanger, Chi 
30-2 3iltmore, Los Angeles (6-9) 
‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (‘Taliulah 

Bankhead )—Central, Cedarhurst, L 

I. (30-2) 

‘Johnny Belinda’ — Brighton, 


Brighton Beach, N. Y. (30-2) 
‘Jump for Joy’ ‘Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeies (30-9). 
‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
Cass, Detroit (30-9). 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’— 
Flatbush, Brooklyn (30-3). ; 
‘My Sister Eileen’-—Harris, Chi. 
(30-9). 


‘Native Son’—Maplewood, Maple- 
wood, N. J. (30-2); Windsor, Bronx,’ 
N. Y. (5-10). 

‘Quiet Please’—Alcazar, San Fran- 
cisco (7-9). 
| ‘Show Off’ (Joe E. Brown )—Alca- 
|zar, San Francisco (31-6). 
| ‘Tobacco Read’ (John Barton)— 
| Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (30-3). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ ‘Billie Burke, Paul 
Cavanagh)—E] Capitan, Hollywood 
(30-9). 


‘Claudia,’ Booth 
712: $3.30). 
trend, 


(24th week) (C- 
Did not escape the gen- 
but satisfactory gate 


one of the good 
into 

new season. 
Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 


(149th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Stand- 


| ing up better than expected; capacity 


of house on good 
around $16,000 and 
summer. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (second 
repeat engagement) (2d week) (R- 
Goodly improvement 


nights a factor; 
slated through 


|apoppin’ will call it a run and scram |Over first week of resumption, tak- 
{ings going to $20,000, excellent Sun- 


day afternoon inciuded; quite satis- 
factory at the scale. 


‘Life with Father,’ Empire (89th 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). After climb- 
ing for several weeks, dropped under 
$12,000 level, with the heat waved 
blamed; sure to get business if it is 
to be had. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (31st 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Dipped also 
for the same reason, with takings 
around $8,500; that was slightly un- 
der the pace of the Chicago com- 
pany. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (31st week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Some cast replace- 
ments, but that will hardly affect 
business at this stage of run; slipped 


|to around $13,000; due off in Sep- 
tember, if not before. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (39th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Eased off 
| with the field, with takings esti- 
mated around $21,000; should play 
into new season. 

‘Separate Reoms,’ Plymouth (70th 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


, week) 


| 


} 


j 
| 


} 


week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Booked out 
early in September, and will then 
tour; down close to operating cush- 
ion, with takings estimated around 
$3,500. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceym 
(13th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Dropped 
off and concededly operated in red, 
even with the cast taking cut; $3.- 
000 estimated and continuance prob- 
lematical. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (35th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Ticket sale 
on through September, with indica- 
tions of playing well into the fall 
period; off, however; around $8,000, 

‘Watch. on the Rhine,’ Beck (17th 
(D-1,214; $3.30). Road com- 
pany will be formed, with current 
straight play leader expected to hold 
over; has been off like most others, 
but still getting big money; $16,000 
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GOLDEN GATE, SAN FRANCISCO, 
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FOR RENT 

JERSEY THEATRE at Morriatown. 
New Jersey. is now available fo: 
legitimate stock company attractions. 
Theatre thoroughly equipped, in first- 
class condition. First-class terme for 
first-class company and management. 
Apply Walter Keade—701 7th Ave. 
New York City. 
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EDDIE LEONARD 
Eddie Leonard, 70, was found dead 
July 29 in the Imperial hotel, New 
York. Death was said to have been 
from natural causes 
Details on page three. 





CHARLIE MURRAY 

Charlie Murray, 69, veteran stage 
and film comic, died in Los Angeles 
July 29 of pneumonia. 

After a stage career, where he 
teamed as Murray and Mack for 21 
years, he started in pictures with the 
old Biograph company in 1912. He 
teamed up with George Sidney for 
a series of “The Cohens and Kelly’ 
comedies, starting in 1924 for Uni- 
versal, which proved big moneymak- 
ers for the studio. He also made 
many comedies for Mack Sennett and 
in recent years played only occa- 
sionally in pictures. 

He was a familiar figure at all 
sporting events and circuses up to 
his recent illness. He leaves a widow 
and daughter. Rites and burial in 
Los Angeles July 31. 

WILLIAM PARKE 

William Parke, 68, veteran legi- 
timate actor, who has also been a 
stage and film director, died Monday 
(28) in New York of a heart attack. 
He had a small but important part 
in ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ current 
Broadway comedy hit, at the time 
of his death. He had appeared in 
every performance of that play up 
to Saturday night (26), . 

Parke had long been retired from 
the stage when offered a role in ‘Ar- 
senie’ by Howard Lindsay, the play’s 
co-producer. He had played many 
years ago in ‘If I Were King’ with 
EK. H. Sothern... Another with whom 
he performed was Holbrook Blinn. 
He had been company manager and 
stage director for Richard Mansfield 
and Arnold Daly. 

Widow and three sons by previous 
marriages survive. 

CAPT. DAVID BRODERICK 

Capt. David C. Broderick, 72, 
founder of the school police system 
and an actor before he joined the 
Minneapolis police department in 
1907, died from a heart attack at his 
home in Minneapolis. 

Broderick started his acting career 
at 17 and played with repertory and 
stock companies throughout the 
country, also appearing in burlesque 
and musical comedy. He helped 
launch the late Harry Houdini and 
one of his last appearances in Minne- 
apolis was in the title role of ‘Yon 
Yonson.’ After 30 years on the Min- 
neapolis department he retired in 
1937 and since then had been active 
in carrying on the work of the Min- 
neapolis Police Officers’ federation, 
of which he was president for 18 
vears. 

A widow survives. 


OTTO FREITAG 


Otto Freitag, 58, who sang with the 
Vienna and other European opera 
companies for about 15 years, died 
July 26 at the Guardiola hotel, Mex- 
igo City, following an attack of food 
poisoning. For the past several years 
he traveled for Servel, Inc., of New 
York, and was widely known 
throughout Latin America. He spoke 
10 languages and many dialects. 
Burial was in Mexico City. 

Freiteag’s father, John Peter Frei- 
tag, was a famous athlete of the late 
19th century, having, among other 
feats, swum the English channel. A 
niece ig married to Lou Handin, law- 


yer-president of the National Variety | 


Artists. 
Two in Switzerland survive, 
one of them an actor. 


sons 


ALLAN FORREST 
Allan Forrest, who in the silent 
film days had been leading man for 
Mary Pickford, among many others, 
died in Detroit July 25. He had for- 
merly been married to Lottie Pick- 
ford Mary’s sister, but that union 


ended in divorce. His third wife 
survives. 
Forrest, who had been retired 


from acting of recent years, had also 
appeared opposite Mary Miles Min- 
ter, Norma and Constance Talmadge 
and with Jackie Coogan when the 
latter was still a youngster. He left 
Hollywood more than 10 years ago 
and had for the past eight years as- 
gociated with a commercial motion 
picture studio in Detroit. 
W. A. WOLFF 
W. A. Wolff, 58, veteran with 
Western Electric and Electrical Re- 
gwearch Products, Inc., in advertising- 
publicity work, died July 24 while 


in 1918, and his mother, Mrs. Mary 
Franklin of Philadelphia. 





JACK BUCHANAN 
Jack Buchanan, 24, six-feet, 
inch contortionist, suicided by 


ARIES 


suffered from heart disease for sev- | 
eral years, being given a leave of| 
absence several months ago when his 
condition became worse. 

Wolff was advertising manager of 
ERPI and Western Electric from 1929 
until last year, when he was made 
information manager to replace Her- 
bert Forster, who was transferred to 
the post of advertising chief. 

A widow, two daughters and a son 
survive. 


Cat and Fiddle, Cincinnati cafe, 
where he was playing 


eral notes. 


tub. 





ROBERT G. TUCKER 


PENROSE TENNYSON 
Penrose Tennyson, 28, was killed 
in a flying accident, July 10, while 
serving as a sub-lieutenant in the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. He 
Was a great-grandson of the poet, 
Lord Tennyson, and at the outbreak 


died at his Indianapolis home re- 
cently of an intestinal ailment after 
an illness of only a few days. 
Tucker, considered an authority on 
the Indiana political scene, had writ- 


of war was the youngest film direc- 
tor in England. He had worked on 
Metro’s ‘The Citadel’ and ‘A Yank 
at Oxford.’ His last picture was 
‘Convoy.’ In the Navy he had been 
in charge of the Admiralty Film 
Unit. 

Survived by widow, 
beam, youthful actress, 
married over a year ago, 

JAMES STEPHENSON 

James Stephenson, .-52, English 
stage actor who went to Hollyweod 
four years ago for picture work, died 
in Santa Monica, Cal., yesterday 
(Tuesday) following a heart attack. 
He was under contract at Warners 
and was preparing to start work in 
‘Kings Row.’ Death came on his 
fifth wedding anniversary. 

Deceased turned to the stage in 
England in his 30s and last year won 
Academy mention for best support- 
ing performance in “The Letter.’ A 
year-old son survives besides his 
widow. 


Nova Pil- 
whom he 


FREDERIC W. HURD 
Frederic W. Hurd, 67, retired ma- 
gician, died July 25 at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., after a long illness. He entered 


City with a small show, later being 
discovered by Harry Brunelle, book- 
ing agent of the Proctor theatre, New 


houses of the Proctor 
appeared throughout the United 
States and in many foreign coun- 
tries, retiring about 15 years ago due 
to failing health resulting from trop- 
ical fever contracted while touring 
in South America. 
Widow, Elizabeth, survives. 


AURELIA ARIMONDI 
Aurelia Arimondi, noted 
singer at the turn of the century, 
died in Chicago Monday (28). 
had been the widow of Vittorio Ari- 
mondi, famous Italian basso. 

Mme. Arimondi sang in all the 
top-notch continental opera houses, 
and appeared in the premiere per- 
formance of Verdi’s ‘Falstaff,’ with 


circuit. 


ago. She came to the U. S. in 1910 
with her husband, the latter having 
been engaged by the Chicago Opera 
Co. 
the last two decades she had taught 
voice, 


PURNELL PRATT 
Purnell Pratt, 55, stage and screen 


dramatic career in 
by Cohan and Harris, Edgar Selwyn 
and Al H. Woods. 





Entering pictures in 1927, deceased 
| devoted the rest of his career to 
| films. His most recent roles were in 


the ‘Dr. Kildare’ series at Metro. He 
was a member of the Lambs and the 
Masquers. 


Surviving is his widow. 


TOMMY HAYNES 


42, died in St. Joseph’s 


truck near Turrell, Ark. 
salesman for Columbia Pictures, had 
been associated with Memphis ex- 
changes for 17 years, 14 with Colum- 
bia. 

Leaves his widow, two daughters, 
his parents and a sister, all of Mem- 
phis. Burial was in Memphis. 








CALVIN M. FRANKLIN 
Calvin M. Franklin 54, vice-presi- 
dent of the Columbia Concerts Corp., 
affiliate of CBS, died July 23 in 
Philadelphia after a long illness. He 
had been involved in an auto acci- 
dent about a year ago, and never 
recovered from that mishap. 
Surviving are his widow, the for- 
mer Katherine Meisle, Metropolitan 





on a vacation trip in Maine. He had 


Opera contralto, whom he married 


| pendectomy. 


show business in 1891 in New York | 


| 





dent for that paper for 37 years. 





JANE VERONA 


four- | 
gas | ro 
July 25 in his apartment next to the | Bernard Sobel, writer and publicist, 


Robert G. Tucker, drama editor of | 
The Indianapolis Star for 27 years, | p 


ten a column on politics for the Cin- 
cinnati (O.) Enquirer for many years. | 


Jane Verona, concert and opera | 


singer, died July 19 in Wayne, Mich, 
Her real name was Mrs. Jane Philip 
English. 


He had been the Hoosier a 
| 
| 


Miss Verona had appeared in the | 


leading cities of Europe, and for six 
years sang leading coloratura roles 
at the Chicago Civic Opera. In re- 
cent years she taught voice in De- 
troit. 





TINA CORDINI 

Tina Cordini, 35, of Cordini and 
Tina, vaude team, died July 21 after 
a four-week illness. 

She and Clorindo (Clarence) Cor- 
dini, her husband and partner, had 
been together as a song and dance 
duo for the past 16 years. 


Surviving, besides her widower, 


are her mother, four sisters and five | 





brothers. 
JAMES G. GIES 
James G. Gies, merchandising | 
manager of station WNAX. Yank- 


ton, S. D., died July 20, in Yankton 
from complications following an ap- | 
Funeral was held in 
Bloomfield, Neb., his home. 
Associated with WNAX since 1938, 
Gies won the VARIETY Farm Service 


| Award in 1939. 


York, and obtained bookings in other 
He 





opera | 


the composer present, almost 50 years | 


He passed away in 1928. During 


He was a' 


| 


She | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


hospital, | 





| as 


iliness. Miss Grayson is on staff of 
Pitt station WWSW,. where her hus- 
band is special events announcer and 
' stunt program developer. 


Mrs. Nathan Sobel, 70, mother of 


| died Saturday (26) at her son’s home 


He left sev-|in New York after a long illness. A 


daughter and another son also sur- 


Body was found by Benny Rafalo, | V'V®. 
m.c. at the nitery. One of the notes | 
disclosed that he recently failed to) 
end his life by drowning in a bath- | 


Horter McVeigh, 21, professional 

golfer and son of Blake McVeigh, as- 
| sistant publicity director at the Para- 
|} mount studio, died July 23 in a motor 
| crash near Detroit. 
Roy Guion, 54, father of Gene 
|Raymond, film actor, and Robert 
Marlowe, composer, died July 25 in 
Los Angeles following a heart at- 
tack. 











Eddie Leonard 


aan ontinued from page 3 





height as a single Leonard com- 
manded $1,000 weekly, while his 
minstrel acts got as high as $2,500 
a week, 


Leonard, born Lemuel Gordon 


Toney in Virginia, became a per- 
former by accident. His ambition 
was to be a baseball player and 


after knocking around in the minor 
leagues got his first major chance 
in the early 1890's from the late 
John J. McGraw, then managing the 
famous Baltimore Orioles. How- 
ever, in his first game as center- 
fielder for McGraw, Leonard struck 
out three times in succession and 
McGraw thumbed him off the field. 
He had a natural flair for singing 
and McAiraw suggested that he stick 
around and entertain the players. 

It was while giving a clubhouse 
concert one day that Leonard came 
to the attention of George Primrose 
(& West), the minstrel man, who had 
wandered in. Primrose hired Leon- 
ard on the spot after hearing him 
sing ‘Just Because She Made Them 
Goo Goo Eyes.’ 

Leonard was an immediate hit and 
soon became as famous in minstrels 
Primrose & West themselves. 
Some songs became closely identi- 
fied with the blackface performer, 
notably ‘Ida, Sweet as Apple Cider’ 


i and ‘Roly Boly Eyes.’ 





HOWARD JONES 


Howard Jones, 56, U. of Southern 
California football coach, who func- 
tioned as technical advisor of many 
football films, died in North Holly-| 
wood, Cal., July 26. 

Leaves widow, two children 
brother Tad Jones, also a 
mentor. 


and 
grid 





ESTHA AISTON 


Estha Williams Aiston, 82, former | 


legit actress, died July 22 in Holly- 
wood. Beginning her career in San 
Francisco in the early 1880's, she 


played in touring stock companies | 


for years. 
Surviving is a daughter. 
ELMA GILLETT 
Elma Gillett Elton, 67, known in 
light opera and pictures as Elma Gil- 
lett, died July 23 in Hollywood. 
As a screen actress she appeared 


in several of Mary P’g'ford’s early | 


films. 


REX ROSSELLI 


Rex Rosselli, 65, for almost 50 
years a producer and promotion man 


actor, died July 25 in Holly wood. | With leading circuses, and, of late, 
Native of California, he began his| With the Cole Bros. Circus, in a 





JACK SHERMAN 
Jack Sherman, 32, Orpheum Thea- 


tre publicist.in Los Angeles, died 
there July 26. 
He had appeared in vaude and 


radio before turning press agent. 


HORACE SHELDON 


Horace Sheldon, about 62, died in 


He 





WILLIAM MAXWELL 


William Maxwell, 72, former 


| 


the east and|Similar_ capacity, died in East St. | 
played in various stage productions Louis, Ill., July 21. 


Thomas Butler (Tommy) Haynes,| Whetstone, Middlesex, England, July | 

‘ was one of the best known | 
Memphis, July 23, of injuries sus-| ™usical directors, and had been at 
tained when his car collided with a/| the Palladium, London, for 14 years. 


Leonard was a terrific vogue for 
many years, then started to decline 
in the early 1920s. 
complete debacle 
where he made 
Leonard tried a comeback. 
showed at RKO’s 86th St. 
playing three days for $100, but his 
voice and fire was gone and few 


of 
his most money, 


He 


| dates eventuated. 











| Schaefer-Reisman 


Continued from page 3=—— 





maces 
of his committee be brought to peak 
efficiency. 
| Whitney intends spending most of 
his time in Argentina, Brazil, Chile 
and Peru, the largest of the South 
American countries, rather than try- 
ing to go through them all and get- 


ting only a cursory view of any of} 


them. 


Francis 


program in the U. S. while his chief 

| is away, although a possibility ex- 
ists that Altstock will 
| too. In that case, 
| gowan will take over. Former 20th- 
| Fox producer now in charge of 
16mm-documentary-making for the 
| Rockefellerites. 


is 


MARRIAGES 


Elizabeth Robb to Ben Alexander, 
July 23 in Beverly Hills. He’s NBC 
commentator; Script girl on 

| Chase & Sanborn airshow. 

M McGillicuddy 
Francis H. Duffy in Worcester, Mass., 
July 26. He is owner and operator 
of Lincoln Park (Mass.) amusement 
resort. 

Kay Welsh to Jack Meyers, July 
26, in Buffalo. He’s drummer in 
Tone Sarnevale band. 

Virginia Blair to Edgar Caldwell 


she’s 


Margaret 


7. 


| 
| 
} 


music publisher in Scotland, and! in Las Vegas, Nev., July 25. Both are 


New York, died July 24 in Los An-! 


geles, 





Son, 21, of William Lando, owner 
of Lando-Grand theatre in Pitts- 
burgh, died last week of injuries 
sustained in an automobile-truck 
collision on the Pennsylvania Turn- 
pike near Somerset, Pa. Young 
Lando’s bride of only a few days, 
also 21, was seriously injured in the 
crash. 





Mother of Mrs. Walt Framer (Nan 
Grayson of radio) died at her home 





in Pittsburgh last week after a short 


screen players. 

| Helen Morgan to Lloyd Johnson, 
|} in Miami, July 28. She’s the nitery 
| Singer, he’s a California business- 
| man. 

| Judy Garland to David Rose, in 
| Las Vegas, Nev., July 28. Bride is 
film player; he’s music director of 
Don Lee Coast network. 

Betty Benz to Bob Milliken, in 
Covington, Ky., July 28. She’s a 
Pittsburgh cafe dancer; he’s with 
Lang Thompson band. 

Ruth Morse to Harry Maizlish, 
July 1, in Los Angeles. He’s mana- 
ger of station KFWB, Los Angeles. 





——— 
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Continued 


Casa Manana Gls 
(lub Mayfair 

Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Julia Barbour 
Dr Marcus 
Piegre & Renee 
Doris Abbott 


Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Ore 


Stella Ray 
May Denning 
| Alice Turner 


Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
bon Rico Ore 


Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Mata & Hari 


Amapola Lopez 
Gellenti & Leonard¢ 
Fitz & Carroll 
Hassan, 2d 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Gayretson 
| Herb Lewis 
Crawford House 
| Ray Collins Ore 





| Bills Next Week 


—$$ 


from page 42—____ 


Runkie & 
Hotel 

Ernest Murray Ore 

| Billy Kelly 

Jack Manning 

Al J.ewis 

Victor Donato 

Adeis Corey 

Rita Henderson 

|} Jane Whitten 

Ann Conrad 


Lambert 
"ssex 





| Hotel Gardner 
|; Rurt Shaw 
Harvey 

| Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) 


(Cafe Rouge) 

| Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
»| Hotel Westminster 

(Root Garden) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Herry Drake Rev 
Roof Garden Gis 
Alice O'Leary 
3 Chords 
Hal Freed 
Noll Sherinan Gls 


| 
| Hotel Statler 
! 





Just before the | 
vaudeville, | 


theatre, | 


# Altstock Whitney’s as- | 
| sistant, will be in charge of the film | 


go to S.A., | 
Kenneth Mac- 


10 


| Miriam Johnson 
| Crawfordettes 
}Carole Hall 
| Bill Mahoney 
|Gypsy Nina 
| Ralph James 
Fox & Hounds 
| Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
| Pete Herman Ore 
| Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Florence Hallman 


PITTSBURGH 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 

(Ritz Roof) 
Dick Gasparre 
jean Sablon 
Marcia & Gunsett 
Marian Burroughs 
International Casine 
Henri Jobert Orc 

The Cave 
Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Jerry & Lillian 
Colita & Corral 
Phil Barry 


Ore 





Anchorage Kennywood Park 
Hugh Morton Ore Ray Herbeck Ore 
Maynard Deane Ray Olson 

Guy MeComas 


Arlington Ledge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Baleconades 
John Fontaine Ore 
Bill Green's 
Clyde Knight Ore | 
| 
Janet Lee 
Herb Rohrer | 


George Van 

Benny Stabler 

4 Sidneys 

Eric, the Great 
New Penn 

Gay Carlisle Ore 

Lorraine & LaMarr 

Sue Stevens 

Buddy Birch 


x | Jimmy Williams 
30 -Woogie Cl ; 
Boogle-Woogle Club | Nixon Cafe 


Book Sherman | 








| Maxie Simon “4 Marisco Ore 
Harry Comorada . »b WATtCE 
|} Buddy Blaine j Eden —s 2 
Tubby Miller | Don Ricardo Co 
| Reggie Dvorak | Renee & Root 
Cork and Bottle Nut House 
Lloyd Fox | Sherdina Walker O 
Colonial | r vd Blake 
| . . , ;f,eorge Gregg 
| Benny Burton Ore | Evelyn Nellis 
3 Yachtsmen | Palmer & Harper 
| Eddie Peyton's |}George & Georgette 
| Betty Benson Oasis 
Art Shamberg Bobby Annis Ore 
Sandy McClintoek Stu Braden 
Mario Muller 
lat = uller | has 
\vergreens 
" : ad Howard Becker Ore 
Revelers 'Mae Harris 
|} Kay Burke Trel 
| Ray Valance Yrelon 
Naney Grey Billy Merle Ore 
Hotel rort Pite | une Collins 
i Bail ; Bernard 
,en ailey Orc » ‘ 
Johnny Mitchell Yacht Club 
Hurry Walton | H Middleman Ore 
Hotel Henry bees nee 
(Silver Grill) rs @ cI fford 
Sie Danica avk & liffore 
Stan Rut ker 4 | Manch Gis 
n yg Pcl Shirley Heller 
orotny Nesbiit 
. ? Skv-Vue 
| Hotel Tth Avenue Fran Kichler Ore 


Bess Saunders 


Ta lo) | Union Grill 
i|Ida lola 


Everett Havdn Art Yagello 
Betty Donahoe | Mrank Natate 

Al Devin Mike Sandretta 

Evergreen Gardens Villa Madrid 
Revelers | BE Covato Ore 
apg Mark Lane 
Alice Sone H' wood Blondes 
Zelda | Pete Higgins 
Wicked Willies | Key Taylor 

Hotel R ~ 4 Anioineties 
2 ponevers | West View Park 

|} Johnny Kaaihue } 
| Royal Hawiians Al Kavelin Ore 
| | Vivian Blaine 

Hotel Wm Penn Fiving Beehees 

(Continental Bar) | Rose Sullivan 
| Wanda § Avalons 


| Escorts 6 Romanoffs 
| 
| BIRTHS 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gregory, 
'daughter, July 20, at Nashville. 
|Father is saxophonist at station 
WSM, Nashville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sistrom, 
daughter, in Hollywood, July 24. Fa- 
ther is a producer at Paramount. 


Mr. Mrs. David Nowinson, 
daughter, July 24, in Hollywood. Fa- 
is radio writer. 


and 


| the: 


Mr. and Mrs. Joy Storm, son, July 


23, in Hollywood. Father is special 
l|events director there for NBC. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jake Soltz, daughter, 
in Pittsburgh, July 22. Father owns 
Rhumba theatre, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Warrington, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, July 7. 
Father is assistant manager of WB's 
Stanley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Offhaus, 
son, in Boston, July 13. Father is 
studio manager at WCOP, Boston, in 
addition to handling ‘Farmer Russ’ 
programs. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
son, July 17, in New York. 
is production head of NBC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sonny Burke, twin 
sons, in New York, July 25. Father 
is arranger for the Charlie Spivak 
orchestra and former bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Homer S. Mosley, 
son, July 22, in Wichita, Kans. Mos- 
ley is owner of Trocadero, Wichita 
dancery. 


E. 


Wilfred Roberts, 
Father 
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Broadway 





Ben Piermont fostering a mus- 
tache. 

Now it’s V-steaks as part of the ...— 
campaign. 

Lou Wiswell, ill on Coast, expected 
back on Broadway in fall, 

Joe Morris (and Campbell) sell- 
ing silk stockings and such, 

Arthur Kelly celebrated his 16th 
wedding anni last Friday (25). 

Terrific heat Sunday made Broad- 
wey a scene of barren desolation. 

John Meehan, back from Coast to 
Broadway, will first rest in country. 

Walls realigned at Universal’s h.o. 
to give the press department more 
space. 

OHarry A. Kalmine, WB Pittsburgh 
district manager, in town over the 
weckend. 

Manny Bischer, of Witmark Music, 
leaves tomorrow (Thursday) for 
Army hitch. 

Ed Rigney, new assistant U.S. d.a., 


honored at luncheon at _  Sardi’s 
Thursday (24). 
Jerry Fosner, treasurer of the 


Hanna theatre, Cleveland, vacation- 
jng on Broadway. 

Marty Collins and Harry Peterson 
today (Wed.) celebrate their 16th 
anni as stage partners. 

Charles Glett, associate of William 
Dieterle Productions, in New York 
for a week on business. 

Terry Lawlor opened Monday (28) 


at Piping Rock, Saratoga, Adelaide | 


Moffett to replace later. . 

Spending $25,000 on Roosevelt 
Raceway trotting track prior to sec- 
ond meet, starting Aug. 11. 

Arnold Reuben, the restaurateur, 
writing his autobiog; ditto hotelier 
Bob Christenberry (Hotel Astor), 

Jerry Keyser, Warners’ foreign 
publicity-ad_ chief, to Hollywood 
next week for,look at new product. 

Margaret @arson has resigned 
from Constance Hope Associates to 
join Lynn Farnol’s publicity crew. 

Late Martin Beck’s home at 166 E. 
64th street purchased by Adam Gim- 
bel of the department store family. 

Joan Leslie, 16-year-old WB star 
(opposite Gary Cooper in ‘Sergeant 
York’), due in Manhattan Aug. 11 for 
a visit. 

Howard Lindsays moving from 
their Greenwich Village house to a 
10-room, three-bath suite on Central 
Park West. 

Arnold Grayson, 7-feet-2, biggest 
doorman from S. Carolina, at the 
gate at Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier, 
Atlantic City. 

Laurette Carroll, who authored 
‘Phantom in the Dark,’ BMI song, is 
only 14; and-.at three won a baby 
beaut contest. 

‘Deadline Dramas,’ radio shcw mi.c.d 
by Bill Fadiman, Metro’s eastern 
story ed, off for summer after 26 
weeks on NBC. 

Stella Ungar, ‘Your Hollywood 
Newsgirl’ on NBC-Red, planes to the 
Coast today (Wed.) to do her chat- 
ter from Hollywood. 

Lawrence Blake signed by J. J. 
Shubert to a term contract, his first 
probably ‘Mardi Gras’ which goes 
into rehearsal shortly. 

Tom Robinson, formerly of Metro’s 
legal department, returned to camp 
at San Antonio this week after 10- 
dav furlough in New York. 

Cresson Smith, RKO’s’ western 
sales chief, returned to New York 
Friday (25) from Coast tradeshow- 
ings and stopover at studio. 

Harry Kosiner, Walter Wanger’s 
eastern rep. flies to the Coast next 
Tuesday (5) for 10-day consultation 
with the boss and studio execs. 

George D. Lottman, publicist, laid 
up in his Hotel Roosevelt suite. 
Plans to bring his family back from 
Miami Beach to again h.q. in N. Y. 


The Dave Kleckners’ celebrate 
their silver wedding anniversary | 
Aug. 5, the same night the new 
Dave’s Blue Room opens on 52d | 
street. 


Humphrey Doulens to Coast next 
week to handle Lily Pons-Andre 
Kostelanetz concert Aug. 12 at Hol- 
lywood Bowl. He’ll remain for 
about week's visit there. 


Sherman Billingsley staged a cock- 


tailery for the town’s top models in 
his Stork club yesterday (Tues.) and 
the winner of a song contest gets a 
two-week booking at the bistro. 

Brian Aherne and wife, Joan Fon- 
taine, visiting here following Aherne’s 
self-piloted flight east in his own 
plane for appearance at Robin Hood 
Dell, Philly, as narrator with Philly 
Orch. 


Ralph W. Budd, Warners’ person- | 


nel director, credited with collecting 
1,000 pounds of aluminum via his 
activities as chairman of 


the first day of the national drive. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Joe Hyman visiting Moss Hart. 
Irma Selz, Herald Trib artist, look- 
ing for local farm. 








Kurt Weill and Max Gordon in to | 


Catch Playhouse show. 

Eric Knight in from Hollywood to 
wrile at his Springtown farm. 

Marie Sermelino, Life’s woman ed- 
itor, weekending at Bambergers. 
. Ken Nicholson snaring some bass 
in the Delaware River near his 
Stockton, N. J., farm. 

Burns Mantle paid first visit to 
New Hope Monday (28) to catch 
premiere of Kaufman & Hart. 


WIP mobile unit piping in 15- 


the | 
Wyckoff, N. J., Defense Council, on | 


minute spot from New Hope every 
other week, using Playhouse stars. 

Henry Jones starring this week in 
‘What"a Life’ at Yardley, Pa., the- 
atre, which originally slated ‘Dan- 
gerous Corners.’ 

Haila Stoddard off to appear at 
Spa theatre, Saratoga, in ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North.’ Ditta Rex Lindsay and 
Harold Ross. 

Dorothy Parker scribbling a new 
tome at Fox House, her Pipersville 
home. Husband Alan Campbell due 
in soon from Heo!!ywood. 

; Brian Aherne and Joan Fontaine 
| in to visit Playhouse. Aherne giv- 
ing Shakespearean readings this 
week at Robin Hood Dell, Philly. 

Harpo Marx brought horn, wig and 
other gadgets in from Coast. Will 
draw lucky number for auto raffle at 
Midway Firemen’s Carnival, Buck- 
ingham, Saturday night (2). 

Paul Whiteman caught dress re- 
hearsal Sunday (27) at Playhouse, of 
which he’s a stockholder. Every 
performance of ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
S.R.O. last week, ditto to perform- 
ances this week of ‘M. W. C. T. D.,’ 
starring Kaufman, Hart and Harpo 
Marx. Walter Hart in to stage 
‘Primrose Path,’ opening Monday. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 














Ink Spots played one-day return 
engagement at Steel Pier Saturday 
| (26). 

Frances Faye cpened engagement 
at Ship Deck of Breakers hotel Fri- 
day (25). 

Luella Paikin, English opera sing- 
er, vacationing at resort after haz- 
ardous crossing. 


Babette’s nitery added Jack Fer- 
nandez rhumba band to alternate 
with Milton Huber’s orch for con- 
tinuous program. 

Phil Baker and cast of ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ entertained at supper party at 
Ritz Carlton Merry-Go-Round Room 
following opening at Garden Pier. 


Ada Taylor, publicity director of 
Claridge hotel, named chairman of 
committee for Gracie Fields’ British 
benefit concert skedded for Aug. 31 
at Convention hall. 


Special benefit sepia revue. of 
‘Birds of Paradise’ held Sunday (27) 
at Paradise cafe by A. C. branch of 
Jewish Cosumptive Society of Colo- 
rado. Mrs. Jean Blum chairman. 

Mitzi Mayfair and Willie Howard 
head vaude bill at Hamid’s Million- 
Dollar Pier beginning Sunday (3). 
Blue Barron’s orch started five-day 
engagement Sunday (27). Tommy 
Reynolds plays from Aug. 1 to 9. 

Rernard Marks, violinist with Car- 
men Cavallaro’s band, playing the 
Ritz Carlton Merry-Go-Round Room, 
married Sherle Brann, of New York, 
| last week after rapid courtship. They 
| met when Miss Sherle spent July 4 
| holiday here. 

Gene Krupa played two days at 
Steel Pier Saturday and Sunday (26 
and 27). Benny Berigan ended five- 
| day stay Friday (25). Raymond Scott 
| started five-day date Monday (28). 
| Jimmy Dorsey to play Saturday and 
Sunday (2 and 3). 








Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


Tony Galento a visitor. 

Mal Hallett at Dorney’s. 

| Rex Stout at Camp Tamiment. 

| Donald Bain at the Ontwood, Mt. 
Pocono. 

| Grand discontinued 
night shows 


Sunday mid- 


Onawa Lodge, Mountainhome. 

Bettv Moran new vocalist 
Mike Shelby’s orch. at Mt. Pocono 
Grill. 





London 


The Eddie Readys in marital split. 

Sheet music, terrific in the last 
few months, has taken a dive. 

Sir Hamilton Harty, the composer 
and conductor, left around $30,000. 

Philip King busy working at a new 
ae in spite of having joined the 





Edith Evans touring the military 
camps with ‘The Late Christopher 
Bean.’ 

Paradise club, shut for over year, 
reopened with twice-nightly show 
policy. 

- Flanagan and Allen are doing 
series of films for Ministry of In- 
formation. 

Jimmy Gold’s wife (Naughton and) 
runs a confectionery store in Nor- 
wood, a London suburb. 

Frank Preston (Lucille and), who 
recently joined the Royal Air Force, 
promoted to pilot officer. 

Michael Carr is now a sergeant ir 
the Royal Ordnance Corps, and look 
ing after its entertainment section. 

Gilbert and Sullivan repertoire at 
the Savoy originally booked for four 
weeks will now run_ throughout 
August. 

Montavani band added to Stanley 
Lupino-Jack Hylton musical, ‘Lady 
Behave,’ which opened at His Maj- 
esty’s theatre. 

Jimmy Phillips has been made a 
director of British Performing Rights 
Society, replacing Reg Connelly, 
now in America. 

George Black was presented with 
gold cuff links by the King and 
Queen after the ‘Black Vanities’ 
command performance. 

Jack Fenstone has sold his rights 
to ‘Chu Chin Chow’ to Jack Trevor, 
local real estater, who angeled a few 
shows in the West End in his day. 

Charles Wilson, London socialite 
and former buddy of Jack Harris, 
now an officer in the Irish Guards, 
engaged to Gwen Radcliffe, London 
show gal. 

Cyril Ritchard replaced Hermione 
Gingold as producer of the new Am- 
bassadors revue. Additions to the 
cast include Kenneth Burrill and 
Frith Banbury. 

Jack Hylton has 50% interest in 
Stanley Lupino’s musical, ‘Lady Be- 
have,’ with Jack Eggar 20% and a 
friend of William Mbollison, who’s 
producing, the balance. 

Nick Schenck presented mobile 
cinema to Refugees of England, 
group operated by Mrs. Anthony 
Drexel Biddle, wife of the former 
U. S. emissary to Poland. 

In topflight of British Performing 
Rights Society royalty earners are 
Eric Coates, Noel Coward, Noel Gay, 
Michael Carr, Hugh Charles, Harry 
Leon and Jimmy Kennedy. 

‘Chu Chin Chow,’ revived at the 
Palace last summer, but shut when 
the government clamped down on all 
theatres during the blitz, has re- 
opened again at the Palace. 

Douglas Ferber is writing the new 
show for Firth Shephard, with Man- 
ning Sherwin supplying the melo- 
dies. Show will succeed ‘Shephard’s 
Pie’ currently at the Princess. 

Peter Maurice Music Corp. sold its 
English catalog to Alberts Music 
Proprietary of Australia up to 1943, 
with option for a further two years. 
The option has already been taken 


| up. 


| 


lof founder 


| 
| 


| 


} 


| Earle Mayo’s New York Players | 
presented ‘It's A Wise Child’ in| 


Dorney’s ausitorium. 
Eric Greenwood’s and Bill Diehl’s 


bands alternate at Wilmer Vogt’s 
Tavern. Mountainhome. 
First dance of season drew 400 to 


Glen Brook’s outdoor terrace. Music 
bv Earl Franklin’s orch. 
‘The Wife of Pilate’ current with 


Karl Emerson Williams Players in 
Lutherland summer theatre, Pocono 
Pines. 

Pennsylvania District Attorneys 
Association conventioned at Buck- 
| wood — Inn, Shawnee-on-Delaware, 


July 24-26. 

Jiddv James and the Music Makers 
| succeeded Henry Kresge’s orch for 
\nightly dancing at the Club Fern- 
wood, Bushkill. 

Gene Krupa’s orch at Saylor’s Lake 
Pavilion, Saylorsburg, last night (29). 
Frankie Master's crew comes in 
Saturday, Aug. 2. 

Alabama's Tuskegee Institute Sing- 
ers guested on Wyckoff dept. store 
Saturday varitety hour, which ether- 
izes via WSAN. Allentown. 





| Boies Whitcomb, Norman Butler, 
| Janina Gorecka and Leo Panase- 
vich comprise the string quartet 


| playing at The Inn, Pocono Manor, 
Pa. 

| Cornelia Stabler Gillam, diseuse, 
| playwright, and director of the Buck 
Hill Players, will present her full- 
|length monolog sequence, ‘It’s Cur- 
itain Time.’ on Friday night (1) in 
| the auditorium of The Inn, Buck 
Hill Falls. 


ito operate 
i they will acquire shortly. 


| former 


Hugh (‘Binky’) Beaumont became 
head of H. M. Tennent, Ltd., on death 
of firm. He had been 
general factotum_ since 
formed some eight 


Tennent’s 
company 
years ago. 

It’s practically set for 
Cutts, former British film producer, | 
to become casting director for War- | 
ners, replacing Weston Drury, who 
is now with Gainsborough Films in| 
similar capacity. 

Entire cast of ‘Black Vanities,’ 


Was 


the 


Collins and Poole, magicians, at | Victoria Palace musical, with Jack | 


Stanford, from the Palladium show, | 


with | ‘Apple Sauce,’ as added attraction, | 


gave command performance for the 
King and Queen. 

Encouraged by their success 
Watford Town Hall, Hyams brothers 
are seeking other out-of-way spots 

big ille policy. 
Empire, which 


with | 


vaudev 
Latest is Croydon, 
Keezing), 
Quartet 
notable | 


‘Mr. Nettlerash’ (Tubby 
member of Gotham 
and Royal Merry Four, 
vaudeville teams of yesteryear, 
joined Jack Hvylton’s vaudeville unit, | 
‘Youth Takes a Bow,’ which is m.c.d | 
by Brian Michie | 
“Warners offered Ben Lyon starring 


ha 


part in new picture at increased sal- 
arv he was getting in ‘So This Wa 

Paris.’ which he recently finished for 
them. But he was compelled to turn ! 
l|down offer owing to his ‘Hi Gang’ | 
| commitment with Gainsborough 





Films. 


Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 





Town has 1,800 jukeboxes. 

Streamlined service theatres here, | 
in advertising starting times of their | 
shows, add ‘American Style.’ 

Maria Antonieta Pons, Cuban sou- 
bret. featured in Illusionist Paco 
Miller’s revue at the Teatro Lirico. | 

J. Chamorro, son of the ex-presi- | 
dent of Nicaragua, has a small part 





son at the Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 


tional theatre). 


Afro-Cuban revue troupe, which 
played the Teatro Lirico in the early 
summer, back from the road and do- 
ing well as the stage show at the 
Cine Politeama, a nabe. 

Esperanza Iris, vet comedienne 
who has a house named for her here, 
readying for a grand opera debut in 
‘Carmen.’ Her company is to open 
on the road and work towards here. 

Landon Bros. (6), 
midget acrobats with the 
Doree de Lynn and Dolores and Don, 
acrobatic dancers, Americans, 
also with this show. 


Cameraman Daniel Manjarrez and 


Camerawoman Juana Roca assigned | 
by the Public Health Department to | 
oncho- | 
cercosis, dread eye disease that has! 


make a science short on 


claimed many victims in southern! 


Mexico. 


Fernando de Fuentes, Par exec 
here before he turned pic producer- 


director, signed by Augustin Fink of | 


Films Mundiales to meg ‘La Gallina 


Clueca’ (‘The Brooding Hen’), based | 


upon the Argentine comedy of the 
same name. 


Shuberts | 


Continued from page 1! 




















is the purpose, showmen argue that ! 


the situation will right itself, because 
production will be stifled. However, 


some of the houses they took over | 


have been mostly dark and in the 
red since acquisition. 


It’s also figured that the Shuberts 
anticipate a prosperous era in the 
next few years, what with the loosen- 
ing of coin in defense expenditures. 
If that proves correct, they will be 
in a position to clean up. 
evident that the Erlanger interests 
are not seeking theatres, whereas 
they formerly were in control until 
the Shuberts became a factor. The 
Erlanger side regards responsibility 
of keeping theatres lighted to be a 
headatéhe, but that goes more for 
their houses out of town than in 
New York. 


37 Legits in Show Zone 


There are 37 theatres in the show 
zone for legit. 
are independents, the Shuberts have 
the remainder. The indie-owned or 
indie-operated houses: layhouse, 
Lyceum, Miller, Music Box, National, 
5lst (Warners Hollywood), Guild, 
Fulton, Empire, Center, Biltmore, 
Little, Beck and Alvin. Not in- 
cluded are little and roof theatres 
which are obsolete for legit, nor 
spots like the New Yorker and 
Adelphi (now the Radiant). 


Curious angle is that the Shuberts | 


only own five, or possibly six, thea- 
tres they operate. Most valuable 
property they own is the Winter 
Garden. Four others which they are 


| known to own are the Booth, Plym- 


| to buy theatres. 
Graham | 


| charges. 


| perial and 46th Street. 
| hand the Hudson and Belasco, which 


|} seexing 


in ‘Simon Bolivar,’ film biog of the| 


Venezuelan liberator being made 
here. 

Argentinita, Spanish dancer, 
her ballet, were smash in ‘Carmen,’ 
high spot of the current opera sea- 


| 


and | 


| 


outh, Shubert and Broadhurst, which | 


are side by side on 44th and 45th 
streets and virtually form one large 
square site. 
as real estate operators 
realty values have not 
there is no tendency on 


but since 
recovered, 
their part 
When they were in 
receivership they let a bunch of 
houses revert to the mortgage hold- 
ers, generally banks, and are re- 
ported to have disaffirmed leases on 


| others. 


Policy in regaining possession is to 
guarantee taxes and mortgage inter- 
est and split the profits. That sys- 
tem does not require costly invest- 


| ments, and the Shuberts only take 
| a chance in the matter of the fixed 


That has worked out to 
advantage as shown by the 
made in operating the Im- 
On the other 


their 
profits 


they took over last year, are figured 


to have operated at a loss, particu- 


larly the former. 


Other Houses Sought 
Houses the Shuberts are reported 
are the Beck, Miller and 
Box, they having a one-third 
the latter. The Beck 
being operated by 
Beck and not 


Music 
ownership in 
is free and clear, 
the widow of Martin 
believed to be available. The Miller 
is owned by downtown interests 
which are said to be satisfied with 
its handling by Gilbert Miller. 

Not certain whether the Shuberts 
will continue to operate the Ma- 
jestic, Royale and Golden, a trio 
which was obtained in the deal be- 
tween them and the Chanins, who 
built the houses. Those theatres 


| were dropped during the receiver- | 
| ship, then taken back for operation 


and booking. According to reports, 
the ownership interests are not en- 
tirely satisfied with the arrangement 
and a new deal is expected. 

Four legiters are still used for 
radio broadcasts, NBC having the 
Vanderbilt and Ritz and CBS using 
the Manhattan (Hammerstein’s) and 
Avon, 


Argentinians, | 
1 Paco | 
Miller revue at the Teatro Lirico. | 


are | 


It’s quite | 


Of that number 14! 


Shuberts were known | 


— 


| Hollywood 





| John Wayne laid up with a spinal 
injury. 
June Havoc due in town this week 
| for film work. 
| Dick Kline joined Lichtig & Eng- 
| lander agency. 


| Franchot Tone recovering from 
kidney operation. 
Merry Macs slated for a four- 


week tour of Texas. 

John K. Andrews, screen writer, 
being sued for divorce. 

William Holden under observation 
| for possible appendectomy. 
| Gordon B. Mills in from Chicago 
to look over slot film business. 

Edgar Rice Burroughs, author of 
‘Tarzan,’ being suec for divorce. 


Mike Jacobs posing as himself for 
| a scene in the Billy Conn fight pic- 
ture. 

George Schaefer on siesta at Lake 


| 


Tahoe before returning to New 
| York. 
Herbert J. Yates in town for 


artistic and business clinches at Re- 
| public. 
Walter Brennan ordered to bed to 
| recover from vacational sunburn 
| poisoning. 

Virginia Van Upp back from New 
York to work on a new story for 
| Paramount. 


| Jan Kiepura and Marta Eggert 
shopping for a permanent home in 
| Hollywood. 
G. R. Keyser in Burbank for a 
, week to huddle over Warners’ for- 
eign publicity. 

George Brent out of the hospital 
this week but will not return to 
work until Sept. 1. 


Antonio Angel Diaz, 
biggie from Argentina, 
around Hollywood. 

Richard Baer resigned as associate 
producer of Orson Welles’ Mercury 
Theatre unit at RKO. 


Charles Boyer goes to Montreal 
next month to do legit appearances 
for Canadian war relief. 

Max Arnow back at his Columbia 
| producer desk after a three-week in- 
| Spection tour of strawhats. 

Paul Gallico to San Francisco to 
| write the Lou Gehrig screen story 
|} away from Hollywood influence. 
Wesley Ruggles laid up with flu 
| while his assistant director, Norman 
| Deming, keeps ‘You Belong to Me’ 
| going at Columbia with pickup shots. 


newsreel 
browsing 








Havana 


By Fred Whitney 





Rene Cabel, Cuban singer, now on 
| tour in Puerto Rico, due back shorte- 
| ly. 

Tourist traffic has been better re- 
cently, despite heat and other con- 
trary factors. 
| Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo (de 
Basil) reopened for one matinee at 
the Auditorium on Friday (25). 

There’ are reportedly 51 nickel- 
| odeons in Havana not paying royale 
ties to Cuban authors of their pieces, 

CMW and COCW are presenting 
| thrice-weekly programs entitled 
‘Actors’ School,’ consisting of new 
talent. 

Hugo de) Carril, Argentine tenor, 
who recently arrived to appear over 
CMQ, appeared for a week at the 
National theatre. 

Perla Negra (‘Black 
Venezuelian chanteuse, 
Monday (28) with 


Pearl’), the 
started on 
Competidora 


Gaditana at RHC. 

Walter Graff, v.p. and general 
manager of the Cuban Radio Corp. 
of America. recently returned from 


a two-month vacation ‘n the States. 
Cifesa, distributor of Spanish films, 


are on the blacklist. For the ‘rest 
the documentation of Naz left the 
entertainment world pretty well un- 
touched. 

Possibility of NBC oresenting a 
Cuban news survey periodically to 
the States depends entirely on the 


nount of pioneering done here by 
other companies. 


Alberto Gomez, one of Argentina’s 


most popular singers, expected here 
to appear with the Competidora con- 
tingent at RHC He’s reportedly 
going to form his own band with 
Cuban musicians 

Proposed legislation of 20% in- 
crease in all government taxes now 


being bitterly fought in Senate. It 
would jack prices on everything 
from tourists’ autos to American 
cigarets and flicks. 

Lydia Artiles opened at the RHC 
blue network, singing in the ‘Under 
the Skies of My Cuba’ program for 
Trinidad Bros., cigars and cigarets. 
Program brings the public works of 
Cuba’s top composers, 

Hugo del Carril’s reception out- 
shone everything of recent years, 
including visiting pic celebs this past 
winter. He’s Argentina’s A-1 singer. 
Appeared at National theatre last 
week. The boys in the ‘Silver River’ 
program at CMQ were chosen to ac- 
| company Hugo del Carril in his pre- 
{ . . 
sentations over that station and its 
network. 
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Jen uninterufiled years of commercak broadcasting has 
otalblished for the" SFeceelost Music Shis Silo; of Heaven” 
a record unique m the freld of popular muse; bnd now... 


GUY LOM3 AIRIDO 


AND HIS ROYAL CANADIANS 





Hart a New Series of Broadcasts 
SATURDAY— AUGUST 2nd « 8:00 to 8:30 P.M. 
CBS NETWORK ie COAST-TO-COAST 


brought lo you by 


COLGAN TOO: PASTE 


Exclusive DECCA Recording Arlists ° Cunenlly on Four 
Re-Opening in Oclober: Holel Rooserell, Now York 


Exclusive Management 


USIC CORPORATION OF AMERIC 


LONDON « NEW YORK © CHICAGO ¢ SAN FRANCISCO » BEVERLY HILLS © CLEVELAND © DALLAS 
EACH OFFICE A COMPiETE UNIT IN ITSELF 


———— | 

















